Monthly Meeting Minutes
Jackson Park Advisory Council
November 13, 2023

The meeting was called to order by Michael Scott, JPAC President, at 7:06pm. A quorum was
present. President Scott asked for additions to the agenda, and hearing none, it was approved.
He then asked for any corrections to the October meeting minutes. Hearing none, a motion to
approve was made and seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously.

Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam had no new business to report, but noted he was present to
observe and certify the election of officers. On behalf of the Park District.

Treasurer’s Report: JPAC Treasurer Eric Rogers reported that the bank balance remained
unchanged at $5317.02. JPAC Treasurer and Secretary met with Fifth/Third Bank and former
Treasurer Anne Marie Miles to finalize the change in account signers, and to regularize other
matters, including providing the bank with documentation of JPAC’s tax-exempt status and
relationship with the Chicago Parks Foundation. Additional information about these updates
and the cost and process for renewing JPAC’s fiscal partnership arrangement with CPF should be
available after Thanksgiving. An outlay of funds would likely need to be approved at the
December meeting.

Election of Officers: Membership Committee Co-Chair Mary Anton reviewed JPAC bylaws
concerning eligibility to vote and confirmed that all in attendance who were eligible to vote had
received a ballot. Ballots were pre-printed with the incumbent candidates, who were re-
nominated at the October meeting. Per JPAC bylaws, a call was made for nominations from the
floor immediately prior to the election. None were heard. Motion to re-elect the slate of
incumbent officers was made and seconded. As no opposition or abstentions were voiced from
the floor, the motion to re-elect the incumbent officers carried by unanimous vote voting
members.

President Scott then called for committee reports:

e Historic Bridges Plans for the renovation of Darrow Bridge were obtained from CDOT via
FOIA. They call for a complete demolition and rebuild that includes new concrete
abutments and high modern railings which is not in keeping with the park and the
bridge’s historic nature. This is not what had been promised in past and is objectionable.
Subsequent discussions raised questions regarding which City unit controls the project,
why the bridge can’t be restored as a pedestrian bridge, and what is the status of the
funding allocated to this project and concerns relating to any time limits on is
expenditure. In response, it was noted that the project is controlled by CDOT, not the
Park District, which likely places multi-purpose utilization above historic precedents. It
was decided that President Scott would reach out to CDOT to ask them to discuss this
project with JPAC, although many present were not optimistic of a response and
escalation may be needed. Relevant documents were to be posted on our website (now
available here: https://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org/get-involved/news/)



https://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org/get-involved/news/

e Communications: No update. Next meeting: November 20.

e Obama Presidential Center Committee: Focus of committee meetings has been
discussion on how to develop an on-going relationship with Obama Foundation. Ashley
Munson, the Obama Foundation’s Director of Community Relations, has joined the
Committee and is willing to respond to questions. She requested pre-submitted
guestions that she can review with other Foundation staff. Ongoing discussion about
how to approach a relationship with the OPC was divided between those who favored
“oversight” versus those who favored relationship building through collaboration and
advocacy. President Scott noted that it is worth celebrating that it is possible to conduct
a civil conversation on the subject. Next meeting:

President Scott then asked for announcements, and made three:

e JPAC was informed after the fact of a ceremony that took place at the resurfaced
basketball courts.

e The temporary bridge in the Garden of the Phoenix has been removed, and a proper
replacement of the Moon Bridge will be constructed in spring 2024, per the Park District.

e Several JPAC board members attended a briefing on the new PAC code of conduct. No
major changes, other than creation of a citywide body comprised of PAC leaders to serve
as the first line of review when disciplinary issues are raised, prior to escalation to Park
District staff.

From the Membership: President Scott invited comments from attendees, and particularly
called for reflections on what we have accomplished in the past year and what we might want
to accomplish in next year, noting that nothing gets done unless volunteers step up to do the
work.
e The creation of an online tool for reporting and tracking maintenance issues in the park
is a priority, and will be championed by Clara Raubertas. A challenge will be what exactly
JPAC should do with this info once it starts collecting it. It was suggested the PAC might
prioritize and send periodic single letters about priorities to the Park District.
e Mary Ann Cronin offered to help JPAC seek funding to conduct a Facilities Condition
Assessment, which can be a complex and costly process but might help JPAC advocate
for the park’s needs more effectively. It was discussed that this should be housed with a
committee, and also that she might want to delve into the current South Lakefront
Framework Plan and Project 120 documents first. Notes of caution were sounded, with it
pointed out that the Park District has no capital budget, and that, as an Advisory Council,
JPAC has no authority to enter into contracts or decide to make any changes to the park.
There is also an existing process called “Park Reality Mapping” through CPD that we
might wish to pursue. It was pointed out that there are many studies and plans, but
where it gets contentious is deciding who makes decisions. Perhaps the creation of a
“Master Plan Committee” or “Infrastructure Committee” might be in order to discuss
this further. Who would lead it?



e Robin Kaufman raised the issue that much parking has been eliminated in the park,
given the new roadway configuration. Could parking be restored in some areas, to make
more of the park accessible to those who do not walk or bike?

e Kenneth Newman reported that progress on the lowa Building project is proceeding too
slowly.

President Scott invited a motion to adjourn, which was made and seconded. The motion to
adjourn was unanimously approved at approximately 8 pm.

The meeting was attended by 36 individuals, including 35 members and 1 non-voting Park District
representative. Of the 35 members in attendance 32 were currently eligible to vote including 2
newly eligible as of this meeting; 3 members were not yet eligible to vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Eric Rogers, JPAC Treasurer (filling in for Secretary Russell Pike)



JPAC - Meeting Attendance Report - November 13, 2023
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1 Attending Members - 35 New Applicants - 0 Guests and Park District - 1 Notes
2 |Anton, Mary Neidt Toonen, Alison Bobby Beckham, CPD
3 |Bibbs, Spencer Nelson, Karin

4 |CCAM Research - Jennette Hoyt Newman, Kenneth

5 |Cronin, Mary Ann Ossewaarde, Gary

6 |Daughrity, Latrice Panelas, Tom

7 |Deschner, Roger Ralph, Mare

8 |DeVaughn, Deborah Raubertas, Clara

9 |Gooden, Gloria Rawson, Kristy

10 [James, Victoria Ribstein, Susannah

11 |Jones, Kirkland Rogers, Eric

12 |Kaufman, Robin Schechter, Esther

13 |Lipinski, Clare Schwab, Avi

14 |Lipinski, John Scott, Michael J. TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 36

15 |Lipinski, Marc Shannon-Jones, Marcia 32 - Voting Members (2 members eligible for first time)
16 |McCurry, Louise Stone, Genora 3 - Members not yet eligible to vote
17 |Morris, Rodney Ulinski, Mary 0 - New applicants

18 |Mulac, Jacqueline Vandervoort, Fran 1 - Guests, CPD

19 |Musselwhite, Jessica
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