
Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting 
March 4, 2024
7:00-8:00 pm
Jackson Park Fieldhouse (6401 S. Stony Island Ave.)

Agenda:

1) Approval of agenda (2 min)
2) Approval of February 5, 2024 minutes (2 min)
3) Report from park supervisor Bobbie Beckam (4 min)
4) Treasurer's report (2 min)
5) Shore Land signage project proposal – materials attached below 

(15 min)
6) Committee reports and updates (10 min)
7) Earth Day Clean-up (10 min)
8) Response to letter opposing the use of Park District facilities  for 

migrant housing – draft text attached below (15 min)
9) Public participation and announcements (remaining time)
10) Adjournment

There is a 2-minute limit for speakers recognized from the floor.



filled 
1940-1960 

fille 
sine 

fille 
190 -

Map by Dennis Mcclendon 

SHORE LAND 
BERGER PARK 

BELMONT HARBOR 

31ST STREET BEACH 

JACKSON PARK 

From the first years of white settlement 

in Chicago, the shore of Lake Michigan 

has been heavily engineered. Legislation, 

lawsuits, planning, and construction have 

created today's lakefront, with more than 

5.5 square miles of lakefill stretching 

across 30 miles of shoreline between 

Evanston and Indiana. 

Much of this land is public access 

green space inspired by Daniel 

Burnham's 1909 Plan of Chicago. 

Often described as visionary, 

the plan was also designed 

to reduce labor conflict 

by providing recreational 

outlets for the working class. 

CALUMET PARK 

Yet this lakefront is also unceded 

Native territory. As the Pokagon 

Band of Potawatomi insisted 

in a 1914 lawsuit against 

the City of Chicago, this 

"made land" extends 

beyond the boundaries 

set by treaties: the Lake 

Michigan shoreline 

at the time. 

You are standing 

on this land now. 

Listen to an audio walk that explores 

these contradictions, contrasting 

modes of settler engineering with 

Indigenous perspectives on the 

sovereignty of land and water. 

SHORE LAND is a suite of six audio 

narratives. Each one is 25-30 

minutes long, and corresponds to a 

specific location along the lakefront 

(see map to left). 

You are at one of those locations. 

Experience the audio narrative for 

Berger Park: 

More information about the project: 

jeeyeunlee.com/shore-land 

Artist: JeeYeun Lee 

www.jeeyeunlee.com 

This project is sponsored by Roman Susan Art 

Foundation, and supported by the Awesome 

Foundation, Puffin Foundation, and Chicago 

Department of Cultural Affairs and Special 

Events. 



• Constructed of high-strength aluminum

• Removable top rail for inserting sign panel

• 3/16” Thick backer panel

• Frame captures  5/8” of the perimeter of the sign

• Drainage weep holes on bottom rail 

• Durable powdercoat finish

• Thru-hole in post end for inserting rebar to 

increase stablization

*Available texture powder coat colors:
*(Colors are approximate)

Standard

Black

National Park Service

Dark Brown

National Park Service

Medium Brown

Forest  

Green

National Park Service 

 

Grey

Stock inventory in black.  Other colors subject to lead time.

Standard Single Post Angle Mount

for 18”x24”x1/8” sign panel
Frame fastens to 6”x6” plate welded to post

Recommended installation height is 28-32” from grade.

30” From grade allows for approximately 21” burial

 60.00 

 45° 

 18.56 

Standard Single Post Angle Mount

for 18”x24”x1/8” sign panel1I.VACKERSIGN 
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Item 8: Draft letter for approval

To: Leadership Chicago Park District 

JPAC membership, Chicago Park District Advisory Councils.

On December 11, 2023, the Jackson Park Advisory Council (JPAC) voted to not sign on to a 
letter opposing use of park facilities for migrant housing. The letter was signed at that time by 
“an initial six city wide park advisory councils.” JPAC members at the Dec 11 th meeting felt 
that we should do more than decline to sign the letter, and that as a group we should outline 
the rationale for not signing the letter titled “Chicago Parks Should not be used for Migrant 
Housing.”
The Chicago Park District stands as a testament to the city's commitment to providing 
recreational spaces and opportunities for its residents. However, the history of the Chicago 
Park District is not devoid of systemic discrimination.  
Understanding the history of our park system and the pivotal role the Park Advisory Councils 
have and had in creating and contributing to the overall well-being and unity of the diverse 
communities they serve is what provides the values in which our decision is rooted. 
Remembering racial segregation along our lakeshore beaches continued through much of the
twentieth century. (http://www.encyclopedia.chicagohistory.org/pages/300066.html )
Recognizing it took legal action both by local organizations and the U.S. Justice Department 
as late as 1983 that spurred both the development of Park Advisory Councils and addressed 
the systemic inequity on the part of the Chicago Park District in allocation of resources to 
parks located in Black and Latino communities (a history summarized here: 
https://www.fotp.org/park-advisory-councils.html).
The evolution of Park Advisory Councils reflects a continuing commitment to community-
driven decision-making and a recognition of the invaluable role that residents play in creating 
and sustaining the parks that bring people together, promote well-being, and contribute to the 
overall vitality of the city.
We stand on the principles that: 

1) Housing is a Human Right for All 
2) The newly arrived are a part of this City and all in this City have a right to permanent 

safe housing 
3) Park District Facilities, especially those on the South and West sides, have been 

chronically underfunded and under-supported making them inadequate to house the 
unhoused. 

4) We affirm our support for maintaining and expanding programs in our parks that 
support the newly arrived and the unhoused. We would be happy to see our park 
buildings made available (with resources from the city and the Park District) for things 
like childcare, showers, warming centers, English classes, and food distribution.  

5) JPAC is committed to making our parks accessible, user friendly and welcoming to all. 
Following this we support the inclusion of the unhoused and newly arrived in the 
planning, outreach and implementation of park activities.

As the custodian of the city's public spaces, the Chicago Park District is uniquely positioned to
contribute to solutions addressing the plight of the unhoused. We recommend the calling of a 
“Community Summit” which will frame the history of the Chicago Park District and Park 
Advisory Councils as related to setting policies on the unhoused.  We would look to a 
collaborative effort by the Friends of the Parks, Chicago Park District and Park Advisory 
Councils in such an initiative.  



This is the email that was received by JPAC (this was included in the agenda of the December 11, 2023

meeting):

We(*) are writing to you today to ask you to join us to oppose the use of Chicago Park 

Facilities for Migrant Housing. While you most likely have seen the issues that have arisen

at Parks where migrants have been located or proposed, we believe that it is imperative 

that we join to oppose the use of our limited resources in the Parks for this purpose.

The reasons for our opposition, while limited (for length) in the attached letter, are many.
The Chicago Park District was formed by the Illinois State Assembly with this directive - 

the mission of the Chicago Park District is to enhance the quality of life in Chicago by 

becoming the leading provider of recreation and leisure opportunities, provide safe, 
inviting and beautifully maintained parks and facilities, and to create a customer-focused 

and responsive park system that prioritizes the needs of children and families for 

Chicago residents. This mission does not include the use of Park facilities for migrant 
housing.

We are proposing that the Park Advisory Council representatives unite to oppose the use 
of Parks for migrant housing to the detriment of resident children, families and adults of 

the City of Chicago. We all agree that the Parks do not have the necessary facilities and 

program funding. To eliminate any of the existing resource access or funding further 
reduces the positive impact of Parks.  We also believe that we should not promote the use

of one Park versus another as every community in Chicago has needs.

We are planning on delivering this letter to the Mayor and other elected officials, and to 

list the Parks that are opposed to migrant housing in the Parks. The letter will be sent to 

our State and Federal representatives and the media as well.

Here is the text of the letter for which signature was requested (from 

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ NoParkHousing):
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