DRAFT Statement from the Jackson Park Advisory Council to the Chicago Park District
To be delivered either in person on September 11, 2024, or by email

As the Chicago Park District looks towards 2025, the Jackson Park Advisory Council welcomes the
opportunity to partner on improvements to our beloved park.

We want to celebrate wins and good things that have happened this year. The lowa Building has been
restored and reopened! There are new pickleball courts! The enormous piles of dirt dredged in 2023
from the outer harbor have been removed! Visitors to the Garden of the Phoenix have a beautiful new
Moon Bridge to cross! We are grateful for all of this progress.

With the Obama Presidential Center slated to open in 2026, the eyes of the world will be on Jackson
Park, much as they were back in 1892. We want to ensure that the park is as ready as it can be, and
gives a positive impression to newcomers — while continuing to serve the community.

One of the most important matters to resolve is the Darrow Bridge. This historic bridge ties us back to
the early days of the park, the legendary landscape architects and designers who shaped it, and the
people and events that have traversed it. It is a vital piece of connectivity for neighbors walking and
biking, and its long closure has made using the park much harder. We want to work with the Chicago
Park District, the Chicago Department of Transportation, and the Clarence Darrow Bridge Preservation
Coalition, of which we are a member, to see that the bridge is restored and reopened in a way that is
faithful to its history and serves park users into the future. The time has come.

Jackson Park is enormous, and it’s easy to find issues in need of attention. But JPAC has been working on
a systematic, community-led assessment that we call “Walk & Report”, compiling observations about
problems with trees, vegetation, and hardscapes across many acres. With an eye towards burnishing
this gem before the OPC opens, we are in conversation with Park District staff to help prioritize fixes to
some of the issues we have found. We hope this initiative continues to progress, and can be a model for
other large parks.

Thank you for this opportunity to update the Board. We urge you to prioritize investment in Jackson
Park over the next couple of years to prepare for its moment in the spotlight.



