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Since we were accepted into the Section 106 process for the Clarence Darrow Memorial Bridge 

Project, we have heard nothing since October 4, 2024 about this process. Therefore we offer this press 

release: 

 

As time goes on, our concern grows that the City of Chicago is planning to proceed with the project to 

replace the Clarence Darrow Bridge, without the required input from the Section 106 members. 

 

The present dilapidated girder bridge was built in 1895, making it one of the older extant bridges in 

Chicago, and one of the oldest steel girder bridges in Illinois. It was built soon after the 1893 World 

Columbian Exposition, and reused railings from the exposition for its bridge railings. The walkway 

under the bridge was designed by Frederick Law Olmsted to provide a stunning view across the lagoon 

to the Palace of Fine Arts (now MSI) building. The bridge is a contributing element of the Jackson Park 

and Midway Plaisance Historic Landscape District on the National Register of Historic Places, and is 

also a part of the Museum of Science and Industry’s Chicago Landmark designation, along with all of 

North Pond. 

 

Aside from its history, the closure of this bridge in 2013 has placed a severe hardship on Jackson Park 

users. The lack of a bridge here greatly hampers access to the Garden of the Phoenix and Wooded 

Island, especially for handicapped persons. When the nearby Obama Presidential Center opens, the lack 

of a bridge here will make it difficult for its visitors to access the lakefront. 

 

We request that the City of Chicago inform all registered members of the Section 106 group, of the 

status of this project. We want to meet and ensure that this badly needed project can proceed with the 

maximum historic sensitivity, as required by law. 


