
JPAC October 6, 2025, Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. A quorum of at least seven voting 
members was present. President Scott greeted members and guests, asked if there were any additions to the 
agenda or modifications to the minutes. The members accepted the minutes and approved the agenda. He 
informed the members that the representative from CDOT would not be present.  

Treasurer report, the current bank balance remained the same at $4,388.68. 

Bobbie Beckam, Jackson Park Supervisor – Supervisor Beckam reported that the tennis courts will be 
repaired. He also, agreed to follow up with Pat Lavar with respect to the assorted items identified on the “Walk 
& Report” since there has been no response. 

Roger Deschner, Chairperson of the Historical Bridge Committee, presented updates from CDOT, sharing 
responses sent by email to address questions raised by the Clarence Darrow Bridge Preservation Coalition. 
Emailed answers were in lieu of Tanera Adams attending this meeting, as previously scheduled.   

Jim Blissitt, III. Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee Chair – is researching for the possibility to perform 
indoor Lawn Bowling. He also informed the members that the club house was painted, and renewed requests 
for a response from the Park District about other maintenance requests and about when water would be shut 
off. 

Mary Anton, Membership Chairperson, presented rules pertaining to requirements for voting in upcoming 
election. President Scott inquired whether any members present had nominations for candidates to be 
considered in the November election. No one submitted a candidate for nomination. He clarified that the OPC 
campus would be open, with security checkpoints typically only at building entries, and open hours would match 
the park. 

Sharla Paul, owner of Chicago Sauna Company, presented her plans to provide a portable sauna for a 
concession permit from the Chicago Park District. A motion was made and seconded to support her project. 
Once several questions had been addressed and concluded, a vote was held—25 members voted yes and one 
member voted no; thus, the motion was approved.  

William J. Bradley, Obama Foundation Chief of Security, delivered a presentation on the plans in which the 
Obama Presidential Center will be secured and monitored 24/7 365 days per year. Mr. Bradley provided 
scenarios during operational hours and non-operational hours. The security team will consist of unarmed security 
offices, video cameras, and supplemented with officers from the Chicago Police and University of Chicago Police 
departments. 

Carlos Ramirez-Rosa, General Superintendent and CEO of the Chicago Park District, responded via a 
letter to the concerns presented by Allison “Mahma Zah” Young, 63rd Street Drummers regarding the lack of 
access for the Drumming circle at the 63rd Street beach for its senior citizens and the cost of parking. The letter 
has been posted on the JPAC website. 

President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was moved, seconded, and unanimously 
approved at 8:01 pm. 

The meeting was attended by 40 individuals, including 27 JPAC voting members and 13 attendees including 
representatives of the Park District, the Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee, Chicago Sauna Co., 63rd 
Street Drummers, the Obama Foundation, and the 5th Ward Alderman’s Office. All JPAC members in 
attendance were eligible to vote. Non-voting attendees included Park District staff and representatives from 
Chicago Sauna Co., the Obama Foundation, and two first time attendees who submitted membership 
applications. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


