
JPAC September 8, 2025, Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Spencer Bibbs, JPAC Vice President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of at least 
7 voting members was present. Vice President Bibbs greeted members and guests, asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda or modifications to the minutes. The members accepted the minutes 
and approved the agenda. 

Treasurer report, the current bank balance remained the same at $4,388.68. 

Bobbie Beckam, Jackson Park Supervisor – Supervisor Beckam reported that the summer camp 
was a success and thank JPAC for its contribution of candy for the Candy Race. He informed us that 
the football team was currently 0 & 3, but the kids were having an exciting time. The pickle ball classes 
are completely full, and table tennis for adults is available from 12:30 – 4:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Also, Lawn Bowl was added to the roster. Mr. Beckham indicated that tennis courts will be 
repaired. 

Jack Spicer of the Historical Bridge Committee asked for a future meeting to include an update 
on how the Darrow Bridge restoration project is progressing. 

Jennifer Bulin-Larson, Chicago Park District – presented proposed plans regarding updating the 
Osaka Garden. A detailed plan will be provided after the costs for improvements and 
additions have been determined and approved. Additional updates and discussions are 
planned.  
Jim Bissitt, III. Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee Chair – requested that the following items 
be addressed: repairs to access road; installing a wood barrier around the green; removal of graffiti; 
green replacement / repairs; club house maintenance; improved lighting; and coordination of seasonal 
water shut-off. 

Allison “Mahma Zah” Young, 63rd Street Drummers – Ms. Young, along with several 
representatives of the Drummers organization, presented their concerns of lack of accessing the 
Drumming circle at the 63rd Street beach for its senior citizens and the cost of parking.  

Based on the concerns raised by the Drummers, a resolution was adopted, together with instructions 
to make certain specific modifications to it and transmit the final version to the Park District. It passed 
on a vote of 16 in favor, none opposed, and 2 abstentions. The final version is below: 

The Jackson Park Advisory Council recognizes and celebrates the contributions of the 63rd Street Drummers 
Circle, an informal, voluntary group that has performed at the 63rd Street Beach House for over 50 years, 
attracting widespread acclaim and promoting important cultural traditions.  The Circle is not simply a 
gathering.  It is a living tradition that fosters intergenerational connection, reflects the diversity and creativity 
of our community, and nurtures peace and solidarity across neighborhoods.   Honoring unity, music, dance, 
creativity, and cultural expression, the Circle provides a healthy, safe and positive space for youth and elders 
alike, and is one of Chicago’s most important and unique cultural landmarks. 
 

The Jackson Park Advisory Council is concerned by the drummers’ report that a new parking and 
fencing system installed at the Beach House in July has created major obstacles to sustaining this 
cultural institution. We are disappointed that neither the drummers nor this council were consulted 
before this system was implemented. 
 
We applaud the Chicago Park District for its statement that it welcomes the drummers and is open to 
discussing ways to support their continued presence at 63rd Street Beach. 
 
We express our support for Ald. Desmon Yancy’s efforts to work with the Park District to find an 
accommodation that will allow this iconic cultural institution to continue, and we urge the Park 
District to give every consideration to proposals presented by representatives of the drummers. 

 
President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was moved, seconded, and 
unanimously approved at 8:11 pm. 



The meeting was attended by 34 individuals, including 19 voting members and 15 attendees 
including representatives of the Park District, the Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee, and the 
63rd Street Drummers Circle.  All members in attendance were eligible to vote.  Non-voting attendees 
included Park District staff and representatives from Lawn Bowling Club and the Drummers Circle. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 
 


