
 
 
Monthly Meeting Minutes of the JPAC April 7, 2025  
 
Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of at least seven 
voting members were present. President Scott welcomed the attendees and asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda; hearing none the agenda was approved. Meeting minutes for February and 
March 2025 were approved by a majority of voting members.  It was noted that October and December 
meeting minutes will be available for review at the next month’s meeting. 
 
Treasurer, Eric Rogers reported that there were no additions or subtractions from our account, and 
the current bank balance remains at $4,617.88. 
 
Bobbie Beckam, Jackson Park Supervisor – Bobbie announced that there will be 160 kids 
participating in this year upcoming Summer Camp, and he made a request of JPAC to donate funds 
for the July “Candy Race”. He also informed us that garbage bags of trash collected during the “Earth 
Day” cleanup can be left at designated places for pick up. Bobbie announced that another staff member 
will is being assigned to assist with activities and events in the Japanese Garden. There is also discussion 
underway regarding potential expansion plans for the garden. Bobbie also indicated that he is constantly 
receiving multiple calls inquiring about when individuals will be able to see the Cherry Blossoms. 
 
Roger Deschner, Historical Bridge Committee Chair – stated that there has been no information 
pertaining to plans for restoration of the Darrow Bridge since July 2024. 
 
Mary Ann Cronin, Earth Day Captain - Reiterated that this year’s Earth Day cleanup will focus on 
areas including the Jackson Harbor Shores and 63rd Street Beach, and Wooded Island. The Griffin 
Museum of Science & Industry, the Obama Foundation, and Friends of The Parks will participate in 
projects in a  number of areas of the park.  
 
Mary Anne also provided an overview of the Urban Forest Plan - A grant awarded by the U.S. 
Forest Service will allow the Chicago Park District to add Tree Surgeons to assist in inventorying and 
maintaining 250,000 trees throughout the Chicago parks. The selected trees must have a 
circumference of at least 2.5 inches. This grant will also be used to prune trees and remove fallen 
and/or dead trees. Data from JPAC’s Walk Around report and drone surveys will identify areas needing 
the most attention. 
 
Guest Sammie Clark from Urban Rivers presented information about beavers and notified us that 
International Beavers Day is April 9th. It was recommended that she contact the Jackson Park stewards 
for assistance in identifying any potential beaver activity and its location. 
 
Other guests introduced were Ann Rashford from the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry 
and Lanita Ross from the 5th Ward Alderman’s Office.   
 
Several upcoming events:     Next PAC meeting, April 12th      Disc Golf, April 13th 
  
Additional items mentioned: Restoration of Jackson Park Tennis Courts, and the potential.  

development of a 20-story hotel in the Woodlawn community 
 
President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was moved and seconded, and 
unanimously approved at 7:52 p.m.  
 
The meeting was attended by 19 individuals, consisting of 15 members and 4 non-voting guests. All 15 
members in attendance were currently eligible to vote. Guests included Lanita Ross from the 
Alderman’s office, Sammie Clark from Urban Rivers, Ann Rashford from the Griffen Museum of 
Science and Industry, and Jackson Park Fieldhouse Supervisor, Bobbie Beckham. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


