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September 2, 2025

Dear Jackson Park Advisory Council,

We, the community of drummers, artists, cultural practitioners, families, and
community members urgently raise awareness to our call for the protection,
preservation, honor and recognition of the iconic, historic and cultural landmark circle
at 63rd Street Beach, commonly known as “Bongo Beach.” For many decades, we
have gathered and formed a circle honoring unity, music, dance, creativity, healing,
and cultural expression. Our Circle is not simply a gathering, it is a living tradition.
This tradition provides generations with a safe, alcohol and drug-free space where
rhythm, community, and culture meet. Our Circle fosters intergenerational connection,
provides a healthy and positive outlet for youth, reflects the diversity and creativity of
our community and nurtures peace, resilience, and solidarity across neighborhoods,
making it one of Chicago’s most unique and important cultural landmarks.

Our Circle is now under threat due to ongoing gentrification pressures and the lack
of formal recognition of its cultural and historical significance. The recent changes
including the installation of fencing to the grassy area near our circle and a gated
parking system with higher rates have created barriers that directly limits our cultural
space and threatens our ability to gather. These changes undermine the accessibility
and inclusivity that have defined Bongo Beach for decades. Thus, concerns have
arisen regarding recognition, protection, and support for this cultural space. We must
ensure safeguard of the history, culture and legacy of Bongo Beach and ensure it
remains an accessible, welcoming environment for our cultural gatherings now and for
future generations.

In the spirit of partnership and in recognition of the importance of this tradition, we
respectfully request the following actions be placed on the agenda for discussion at the
upcoming Jackson Park Advisory Council meeting on Monday, September 8, 2025, at
7:00 p.m.
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Agenda Item Title:

Protecting, Honoring and Preserving the History, Culture and Legacy of the Bongo Beach Circle

We call upon the Jackson Park Advisory Council to uplift this cultural landmark by granting the
following:

l.

Full Beach House Access — Guaranteed use of the Beach House, including a designated space
for gatherings during inclement weather, to ensure the continuity of this tradition throughout the
year.

Official Recognition as “Bongo Beach” — Renaming the 63rd Street Beach to “Bongo Beach,”
reflecting the name embraced by generations of community members.

Memorial Benches — Installation of permanent benches with brass dedication plates around the
circle to honor deceased drummers and community members who helped build and sustain this
cultural legacy.

Accessible Parking Support — Parking vouchers for musicians, especially elders, to ensure
safe and equitable access to this sacred gathering.

. Community BBQ Grills — Installation of grills to support shared meals, reinforcing the circle’s

role as a communal, family-centered space.

Historic & Cultural Landmark Designation — Formal designation of Bongo Beach as a
historic and cultural landmark in Chicago, protecting its legacy for future generations.
Clear Signage — Visible signage recognizing Bongo Beach as an official cultural gathering
space.

. Musically-Themed Play Equipment — Installation of inclusive, accessible play structures

inspired by music for children of all ages and abilities.

Overhead Pavilion & Gathering Space — Construction of a covered pavilion with picnic
tables near the circle, providing shelter for gatherings, chess, meals, and intergenerational
community activities.

We thank you for your time, consideration, and leadership on this critical matter. Together, we can
ensure that Bongo Beach continues to thrive as a cultural, historic, and community landmark for
generations to come.

Wholeness, Oneness, Wellness,

Allison “Mahma Zah” Young
Executive Director
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