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Date: September 25, 2025
Subject: Response to JPAC Resolution Regarding the 63rd Street Drummers Circle

Dear Mr. Scott,

Thank you for sharing the Jackson Park Advisory Council’s resolution, adopted on
September 8, 2025, expressing strong support for the 63rd Street Drummers Circle. We
appreciate the Council’s recognition of this longstanding cultural tradition, and we share your
deep respect for the community contributions it represents.

The Chicago Park District welcomes and values the 63rd Street Drummers and the many
other artists who enliven our parks. Arts and culture are an essential part of our mission, and
we are committed to supporting local artists in all of Chicago’s 77 neighborhoods. Our free
summer arts and culture series, Night Out in the Parks, is now in its 13th year. In 2025, we
are partnering with over 100 local artists and musicians to produce more than 600 free
cultural events citywide. We would welcome the 63rd Street Drummers’ participation in
this program and would be happy to discuss ways to support their continued presence at
63rd Street Beach.

Parking and Fencing Changes at 63rd Street Beach

We understand that the Drummers Circle and the Jackson Park Advisory Council expressed
concerns about recent changes implemented at the 63rd Street Beach parking area and
adjacent green spaces, and that many community members felt they were not informed in
advance. We appreciate this feedback and recognize that we must improve communication,
particularly when changes may affect longstanding community traditions.

The 63rd Street Parking Lot has long been a paid lot. The only recent change was the
activation of an entry gate on July 7, 2025, installed to improve public safety and ensure
equitable parking enforcement for all visitors. This change was made in response to
increasing safety concerns:

o A shooting on June 18, 2024 injured three people, including a 14-year-old.

¢ Inrecent years, there has been a notable increase in unauthorized vendors, including
those selling liquor and operating large propane fryers — creating both fire and safety
hazards.

¢ On several high-traffic weekends, CPD was forced to close the lot entirely due to
dangerous overcrowding and unauthorized vehicle activity.

To help mitigate concerns and provide additional support during the transition, we stationed
onsite staff in the lot for the first two weeks after the activation of the gate to provide
customer support, assist park visitors, and address any issues directly.

To inform the public, the Park District posted signage at the lot entrance and near every
parking meter on Thursday, May 22, 2025, stating that new gate technology would be
installed. This information was also shared with the 5th Ward Office, which requested that
we delay implementation. In response, we postponed activation of the new system until after
the July 4th holiday, providing additional time for public awareness.

Fencing Around the Lawn Area

Regarding the fencing around grassy areas near the Drummers Circle: this temporary
measure was implemented to protect park visitors and green space from vehicles driving
and parking on the lawn. Specifically, there were numerous incidents of:

¢ Vehicles driving over pedestrian pathways and onto lawn areas.



¢ Conflicts between vehicles and pedestrians, creating unsafe conditions for families and beachgoers.
o Damage to turf and tree roots, impacting long-term park usability.

The fencing helps preserve safe and accessible green space for all users of the park, while we work to balance
recreational use with environmental protection. We are committed to finding alternative solutions that mitigate
unauthorized vehicle access while maintaining patron usage of the lawns for 2026.

Parking Rates
In response to your inquiry about parking fees:

A $2 increase for all metered parking lots along the lakefront was approved as part of the Chicago Park District’s 2025
Annual Budget. This change went into effect in January 2025. In addition, the City of Chicago applies a 23.25%
parking tax (Municipal Code 4-236) to all hourly rates.

These rates are uniform across all metered lakefront parking lots. Below is a breakdown of the changes:

Timeframe 2024 Rate 2025 Rate (incl. tax)

Up to 1 hour $2.00 $4.07
Up to 4 hours $7.00 $9.18
Up to 9 hours $13.00 $15.25

Over 9 hours to Close $21.00 $23.40

Revenue from lakefront parking supports critical operations, including park maintenance and free public programming,
and helps reduce our reliance on property taxes.

Here's how parking fees contribute to the financial health of the Chicago Park District and its ability to sustain parks and
programs citywide:

1. Direct Revenue Generation: The projected $9M in parking fees collected from various parking facilities and lots
operated by the Chicago Park District directly contribute to its funding. These fees provide a steady and reliable
stream of income that can be used to cover various operational costs, such as maintenance, landscaping, repairs,
and upgrades of park facilities.

2. Maintenance and Upkeep: Parks require ongoing maintenance and upkeep to remain clean, safe, and
attractive for the community. Parking fees help fund routine maintenance tasks such as lawn care, trash
collection, restroom maintenance, and repairs to playgrounds, sports fields, and other recreational amenities.

3. Program Funding: The revenue generated from parking fees also supports a wide range of recreational and
educational programs offered by the Chicago Park District. These programs include sports leagues, fithess
classes, art workshops, nature education, and community events. By providing financial support, parking fees
allow the Park District to offer a diverse array of programs that engage residents and promote a healthy and
active lifestyle.

4. Capital Improvements: Major capital projects, such as building new facilities, renovating existing structures, and
implementing sustainable initiatives, require significant funding. Parking fees contribute to financing these capital
improvements, helping to enhance the overall quality and accessibility of park facilities across the city.

5. Equitable Access: While parking fees are charged to users, many parks and programs supported by these fees
are accessible to the broader community, including residents who may not use the parking facilities. This
promotes equitable access to recreational opportunities and green spaces for people of all backgrounds and
economic means.

6. Economic Stimulus: Public parks and recreational spaces contribute to the local economy by attracting visitors,
fostering tourism, and supporting nearby businesses. Well-maintained parks, funded in part by parking fees,



create a positive economic impact by increasing property values, boosting tourism-related spending, and creating
jobs in maintenance and programming.

Commitment to Collaboration

We are encouraged by the active engagement of Alderman Yancy, the 63 Street Drummers, and the Advisory Council,
and we remain committed to identifying a solution that respects and sustains the cultural vibrancy of the 63rd Street
Drummers Circle. We are actively engaged in conversations with the 63 Street Drummers and working towards a
mutually agreeable solution for next year. We welcome continued dialogue and are open to convening a working group
with community stakeholders to explore long-term accommodations.

Thank you again for your advocacy and partnership. We look forward to continuing to work together to make Jackson
Park a safe, inclusive, and vibrant space for all.

Warm regards,

&7

Carlos Ramirez-Rosa
General Superintendent and CEO
Chicago Park District



