
 
 
Monthly Meeting Minutes of the JPAC February 3, 2025 (Zoom Meeting) 
 
Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of at least 7 voting 
members were present.  President Scott welcomed the attendees and asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda; hearing none the agenda was approved. December minutes were not 
available. The president requested that individuals attending need to put their name in the chat if they 
wanted to receive credit for attending the meeting. He also requested that the attendees use the hand 
symbol if they want to speak, and to mute themselves until such time. 
 
Treasurer Eric Rogers reported that the annual payment of $75.00 to the Chicago Park Foundation 
was issued to renew our fiscal partnership. The current bank balance is $4,617.88. 
 
No one was present from the Jackson Park Staff. 
 
Historical Bridge Committee Report – Roger Deschner stated that a response was not issued since 
the Section 106 process for the Clarence Darrow Bridge was accepted. He has created a draft 
pertaining to the lack of response and the critical safety issues associated with not repairing the bridge. 
There was a discussion regarding the draft, and several edits were made. A poll was created and 60% 
of the attendees agreed that the document should be sent. Also, twenty-two individuals elected not to 
include a statement about repairing the bridge to allow safety/emergency vehicles to access it and 1 
individual wanted it to stay. Michael will insert some language pertaining to handicap accessibility. 
 
The final version of the letter will be sent to the Bridge Coalition, Alderman’s Office, Hyde Park Herald, 
State of Illinois, the Mayor’s Office, Chicago Department of Transportation. and various other 
organizations. 
 
The captain for Earth Day is Mary Ann Cronin (MAC) and this event will focus on the Jackson Harbor 
Shores and 63rd Street Beach. The Museum of Science & Industry, the Obama Foundation, and 
Friends of The Parks will assist in this event.  
 
Michael Scott provided a report on his meeting with the Griffin Museum of Science & Industry with 
respect to the South Portico renovation. The MSI informed Michael that it will be requesting a permit 
from the Historical Landmark Commission on Thursday, February 6th. Several JPAC members were 
disappointed that our organization was not granted an opportunity to comment on this project in 
advance. MSI has indicated that they would like to make a presentation of the project at our next 
meeting and are willing to hold it at their facility. 
 
Several members suggested that we should request that the scheduled Thursday meeting should be 
delayed, and that Michael Scott should inform the powers to be that the JPAC members are unhappy 
with the lack of communication regarding this project. The results of a poll were 86% of the JPAC 
members requested that Michael communicate our concerns about not including us in the initial 
meetings and the lack of communication; 14% indicated that he should not have that discussion. Also. 
32% of the members requested that the upcoming Landmark Commission meeting be delayed and 
64% agreed that the meeting should take place as planned.  
 
Gin Kilgore and Delmarie Cobb of Friends of the Parks presented “People Power in Parks: A History 
of Chicago’s Park Advisory Councils” 
 
President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was moved and seconded, and  
The meeting was attended by 42 individuals, including 35 members and 7 non-voting guests. Of the 
members in attendance, 33 were currently eligible to vote and 2 were not year eligible to vote.  Guests 
including Lanita Ross from the Alderman’s office and 7 individuals including 4 staff members ofof 
Friends of the Parks unanimously approved at 8:27 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


