JPAC June 2, 2025, Monthly Meeting Minutes

Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of at least seven
voting members were present. President Scott greeted the attendees and guests and inquired if
there were any additions to the agenda. The agenda was approved without suggestions. May 5,
2025, and October 7, 2024, meeting minutes were approved. The minutes for November 4, 2024,
included the vote totals concerning the parking restoration on Hayes and Richards streets.

Treasurer, Eric Rogers reported that there were no additions or subtractions from our account, and
the current bank balance remains at $4,617.88.

Bobbie Beckam, Jackson Park Supervisor — Bobbie reiterated that 140 kids will be participatingin
this year upcoming Summer Camp, and he is appreciative of JPAC willing to donate $200.00 for the
July “Candy Race”. He also informed us that a “Book Walk” will take place during the next couple of
months and the cost will be $1,500.00 to $1,600.00.

Committee Updates
No committee reports were provided. However, Robin Kaufman announced that a cleanup event
for the Dog Park is scheduled to take place on June 14, 2025.

Guest Saira Chambers, Chicago Park District, presented information pertaining to the Japanese
Garden. She also introduced Karen Szjka, the Japanese Garden’s new dedicated manager, who
will oversee Garden programs, events, and maintenance. Sairaalso invited the JPAC membership
to attend an upcoming community meeting at the Griffin Museum of Science and Industry, Saturday,
June 7" to discuss issues and provide feedback regarding various plans, etc. pertaining to the
Japanese Graden.

Guests Tanera Adams & Arsala Khan, Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT).

Tanera provided a status update about the Darrow Bridge. CDOT has decided to perform a
historical preservation assessment instead of the initial plan of merely restoring the bridge. As per
the agreed approach, the contract will be modified to incorporate an analysis of the limestone
bridge supports. This assessment is necessary to confirm that the existing limestone can
adequately support the bridge along with any supplementary structures associated with it. This
initiative is expected to take one year to complete after the amended contract is approved and
issued. The funds required for bridge repairs have been obtained and are accessible. Project
status updates will be submitted every two months.

President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was moved, seconded, and unanimously
approved at 8:02 p.m.

The meeting was attended by 32 individuals, consisting of 27 members and 5 non-voting guests.
26 of the 27 members in attendance were currently eligible to vote; one member was not yet eligible
to vote. Guests included Bobbie Beckham, Jackson Park Supervisor, Saira Chambers and Karen
Szjka from the Chicago Park District, and Tanera Adams and Asala Khan from the Chicago
Department of Transportation (CDOT).

Respectfully submitted,
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary
Edited by Mary Anton



