
CDOT RESPONSES TO JPAC  

1. What exactly is the funding status, target budget, whose money, time limit?   

City funds have been requested. Currently waiting on status of approval.  

2. Why the change from Preservation Treatment Standard “rehabilitation” to “preservation? Is 
this change based on a new study we are unaware of? Preservation means that: "A property 
will be used as it was historically, or be given a new use that maximizes the retention of 
distinctive materials, features, spaces and spatial relationships."   

The Project will apply the SOI Rehabilitation Treatment Standard which acknowledges the 
need to repair, alter, and add to a historic property to maintain and continue its historic use. 
The Project team is distinguishing the current approach as “preservation-based,” which 
prioritizes the preservation of historic character and materials, features, and finishes, from 
the previous Project approach. 

In general, the treatment of the bridge will be in keeping with its historic significance, its 
location and context, and its integrity of material.  Original historic materials and features, 
including the stone abutment walls, the pedestrian path and adjacent stone wall beneath 
the bridge, and the Columbia Exposition-era handrail systems, will be carefully inventoried, 
assessed, salvaged, repaired/reused as its condition allows, and returned to the bridge.   

Following the Rehabilitation Standard, the Project will prioritize the preservation of 
distinctive materials, finishes and features, such as the gracefully curved historic stone 
substructure, and undertake necessary replacement and alterations in a manner that 
preserves the character of the historic property, such as replicating the superstructure to a 
practical degree using compatible modern materials. Examples include the use of deeper 
and stronger footings to support the abutments and the use of new compatible steel 
members to those that are deteriorated beyond repair and reuse. 

3. The current historic bridge is a steel beam bridge, one of the first ever built in Illinois. Its 
replacement should be a steel beam structure. Will CDOT try to replicate the form of that 
original steel superstructure in the rehabilitated bridge?  

The design and features of this historic bridge will be evaluated, and the existing built-up 
steel members which are deteriorated beyond repair, such as the beams and brackets, 
would be replaced with compatible steel members. 

4. Will the historic abutments from the original exposition bridge, be restored, retained, and 
highlighted in historic recreations and signage? These old abutments were left and 
incorporated into the abutments for the new wider bridge when it was built after the 
exposition?   



As noted above, original historic materials such as the stone abutment/wingwalls and railing 
systems, will be carefully inventoried, assessed, salvaged, repaired/reused as its condition 
allows. New signs/plaques/markers are being considered but have not yet been formulated. 

5. Will the passageway under the bridge, currently blocked off, be reopened? This passageway 
is vital to Olmsted's "Wow!" view of the Palace of Fine Arts (Now MSI) as you walk under the 
bridge from south to north.  

The city and the Project team recognize the historic importance of the bridge and the under-
bridge passageway. The Project intends to maintain this feature of the bridge. Keeping this 
area open the public will require additional coordination with Park District and stakeholders. 

6. Will this project have a Section 106, a NEPA, and a 4(f), all with community meetings, and 
when will these start? 

Yes, the Project will follow the NEPA environmental review process, including Section 106 of 
the NHPA and 4(f) of the U.S. DOT Act. Invitations to the consulting parties are forthcoming. 
The review and consultation process will begin when contracting is completed. This will 
follow after the additional testing, pending the approval of amendment package. Will have 
to confirm date.   

7. Is the design team using the target budget to guide their design of the bridge? What is the 
target date the city is using to start the repairs to the bridge?   

To be determined.  

8. Who is CDOT using as planning or design consultants? Will the same 
consultants/engineering firms who prepared the prior reports/recommendations (e.g., 
Stanley Consulting and Thornton Tomasetti) be retained again, or will new firms with track 
records in historic preservation be engaged?  

The Project will remain under the original contract held by Stanley Consultants, and the 
historic preservation consultant team has been selected based on preservation expertise.  
The team includes JLK Architects working in tandem with Silman Engineering (now TYLin) to 
guide survey, assessment, and design treatments for the bridge and its historic materials.  

9. Who is on your list of Consulting Parties?  

The Consulting Parties list has been expanded as entities have asked to join.  All with an 
expressed interest in the Project and concern with the Project’s effects to historic properties 
are welcome to request consulting party status and may send contact information. 



10. Which agency is in charge of the process? CDOT? IDOT? FHWA? What role will the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation and the Illinois State Historic Preservation Office have in 
the planning and review process? Will they have the final approval authority? 

Federal funding for the Project is anticipated from the FHWA; therefore, the IDOT Cultural 
Resources Unit, on behalf of FHWA, is anticipated to lead the Section 106 process, review 
and comment on the design and treatment, and lead coordination with the Illinois SHPO 
and their regulatory review staff. The ACHP will be invited to participate in the Section 106 
consultation process, but it is unknown if they will accept at this time. 

 

 Very best, — Jack Spicer Sent on behalf of the CDBP Coalition 

 


