
JPAC April 6, 2026, Monthly Meeting Minutes 
Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. A quorum of at least 
seven voting members was present. President Scott greeted members and guests, asked if 
there were any additions to the agenda or modifications. The March meeting minutes were not 
available. The members approved the agenda.  

Treasurer report, the current bank balance was unchanged and remained at $4,313.68.  

Michael informed the attendees that Tanera Adams, the CDOT representative who was 
scheduled to give the Darrow Bridge update notified us in the hours before the meeting that she 
would not attend. However, a written response answering the various questions pertaining to the 
Darrow Bridge status was provided. Michael read the response and informed the attendees that 
the document would be posted on our website. Here is the text of Ms. Adams’s email: 

Thank you for sharing your questions regarding the Columbia Bridge Project. 
Unfortunately, I won’t be able to attend tonight’s JPAC meeting as planned. I appreciate 
your patience, and I’ve provided responses to each item below. Please let me know if 
you need any clarification or additional information. 

1. Status of the amendment under DPS review 
The amendment for the Columbia Bridge Project is currently in the Signature Cycle. Once fully 
approved, it will represent the next amendment to the existing contract. 
2. Progress of DPS review and anticipated completion 
DPS has advanced the amendment into the Signature Cycle, which indicates that the review phase 
is substantially complete. I will share an anticipated approval date as soon as it is available. 
3. Additional scope related to enhanced stone material testing 
The amendment includes expanded scope for enhanced material testing and quality assurance 
specifically for the existing limestone elements of the bridge abutment. This scope is intended to 
ensure that the structure’s historic components are properly evaluated for structural soundness and 
durability before it can be re-used on the project.. 
4. Responsibility for supplementary stone testing and timeline 
Supplementary stone testing is anticipated to begin in Summer/Fall 2026. The work will be 
performed by the multi-disciplinary consultant team selected under the amended contract. 
5. Other companies, departments, or consultants on the project 
I will provide a complete list of all consultants, contractors, and departments participating in the 
project once the amendment is approved and all parties are officially confirmed. 
6. Current project budget and funding sources 
I will provide an updated budget summary, funding sources, and any associated timelines once 
the amendment process concludes and related documentation is finalized. 
7. Anticipated start of rehabilitation work 
Possible Q4-2028 for construction.   Please note this is subject to change, and I will provide 
updates as needed. 
8. Availability of documents and project materials 
The amendment, scope of work, consultant list, and funding documentation will be shared once 
the Signature Cycle is completed.. 
9. Clarification of SOI terminology: Preservation vs. Rehabilitation 
We are confirming which Secretary of the Interior Standard—Preservation or Rehabilitation—



will define the project.  The scope of the project (whether it is Preservation or Rehabilitation) will 
be determined through the NEPA process.  
10. Submission to CCL, SHPO, and ACHP 
The Columbia Bridge is a designated Chicago Landmark and listed on the National Register, so 
coordination with the Commission on Chicago Landmarks, the State Historic Preservation Office, 
and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation will be completed as part of the NEPA review 
process. 
Thank you again for your thoughtful questions and for your commitment to the Columbia 
(Darrow) Bridge. Please feel free to reach out with any followup items. 
Best regards, 
Tanera Adams 

Mary Ann Cronin informed the attendees about the upcoming start of the Jackson Park Tree 
inspection project and Earth Day. The targeted clean up will take place April 18th from 9:00 to 
11:00 a.m. and the focus will be the area near LaRabida and the stairs. 

Jim Blissitt, III Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee Chair, has concerns regarding 
parking with regards to the Chicago Park District’s implementation of new parking gates in the 
lots southeast of GMSI, but is in dialogue with them about a resolution. Lawn Bowling will begin 
on Memorial Day. 

Charla Reinganum, East Hyde Park Neighborhood Coalition representative, presented the 
structure of the organization and discussed its concerns regarding the 57th Street Beach 
concession , Truth on the Beach. Multiple neighbors are concerned and annoyed by the loud 
music and the owner’s refusal to address it. Their organization has had limited success getting a 
response from the Chicago Park District and is requesting that JPAC support their request to 
have the vendor’s agreement terminated. They are also proposing that a moratorium be issued 
on liquor licenses at the location, and a study to evaluate the sound level in accordance with the 
city’s noise standards. 

Tonya Trice, South Shore Chamber Executive Director, suggested that she would perform 
mediation between the vendor and the East Hyde Park Neighborhood Coalition in attempt to 
reach a happy medium.  

President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was moved, seconded, 
and unanimously approved at 8:00 pm. 

Attendees of the meeting included 35 individuals of which 18 members were eligible to vote, 
and 17 non-voting attendees included representatives of the East Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Coalition, Obama Foundation, and South Shore Chamber.  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


