
 
 
 

 

Graham C. Grady, Esq. 
330 S. Michigan Ave. #1808 

Chicago, IL 60604 
Grahamgrady1@gmail.com 

312-342-2266 
 

March 23, 2026 
 

To The Members of the Chicago Park District Board of Commissioners 
 
 Marlon Everett, MD, President 
 Modesto Valle, Vice President 
 Sharon Bush, Commissioner 
 Robert Castaneda, Commissioner 
 Sean Garrett, Commissioner 
 Philip Jackson, Commissioner 
 Coya Pas Brownrigg, Commissioner 
and Carols Ramirez-Rosa, General Superintendent & Chief Executive Officer 
 
Via Email 
The Chicago Park District 
4830 S. Western Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60609 
 
Dear Commissioners and Superintendent & Chief Executive Officer, 
 
Please rename Jackson Park for the late Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. The Jackson for whom the 
park is currently named is unworthy of the distinction of having one of our great Chicago parks 
named in his honor.  Rev. Jackson, in contrast, is most deserving.   
 
By adopting a resolution of the Board of Commissioners to make the name change, you have the 
opportunity to make a statement commensurate with the values of our people and our great city.  
 
Let’s compare and contrast these two Jacksons: 
 
1._Chicago:  
Rev. Jesse Jackson adopted our city as his home in 1966 at the time at which he, along with the 
late Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. started Operation Breadbasket.  This new entity  had as its 
primary objective to promote the employment of African-Americans by companies operating in 
Black communities and to support the growth of Black-owned businesses. Dr. King Jr. described 
the core principle of Breadbasket as the belief that African-Americans should not support 
businesses that denied them job opportunities, career advancement, or basic courtesy. To achieve 
their goals, the activists of Operation Breadbasket adopted a strategy called "selective 
patronage."i Jesse Jackson was a descendent of slaves. 
 
Pres. Andrew Jackson never set foot in Chicago.  He was a slaveowner.  



 
 
 

 

2._This would not be the first time this park will be renamed: 
The original name of Jackson Park was South Park. The original naming occurred in 1869 by the 
Chicago South Park Commission which later renamed the eastern portion Lake Park.  So, there is 
precedent for renaming this park.  Please don’t be deterred by voices that may say that a park is 
never to be renamed as such is not the case.  This park has borne three names.  It’s time for a 
fourth.ii 
 
3. The behavior of Andrew Jackson is not becoming of a Chicago Park District park: 
Andrew Jackson signed the Indian Removal Act of 1830,iii forcing thousands of Native 
Americans off their land, resulting in the deadly "Trail of Tears". iv He was also a wealthy 
slaveholder,v used the spoils system to reward political cronies,vi and defied Supreme Court 
rulings. vii  Regarding his personal life and temperament, Jackson was known for his volatile 
temper, engaging in multiple duels and brawls. His political rise was plagued by scandals 
regarding his marriage to Rachel Donelson, who was still technically married when they first 
wed, leading to accusations of bigamy. viii 
 
4. Home of Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Jr. for 50 years adjacent to Jackson Park: Since 1966, 
Rev. Jackson lived with his family in the South Shore community which borders Jackson Park.   
 
5. Rev. Jackson was a citizen of the world but his home was Chicago: Born October 18, 
1941in Greenville, SC, Rev. Jackson was an American civil rights activist, ordained Baptist 
minister, twice Presidential candidate, LGBTQ rights activist, and protégé of Rev. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.  He has been described as the civil rights bridge between Dr. King and President Barack 
Obama.ix Rev. Jackson passed on February 17, 2026. 
 
The accomplishments of Rev. Jackson are legion.  I need not recite them here. 
 
The Chicago Board of Commissioners has the opportunity to remove the name Andrew Jackson 
and replace it with Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Jr.  This is largely a cost-neutral change as no signs 
need to be changed, perhaps with the exception of a few ceremonial signs.  The cost to update 
the website of the Park District is nominal at best.  However, the impact of this renaming would 
be enormous and refreshing as it would send a message to the city, nation and world that 
Chicago stands for the lifetime achievements of Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., and not Andrew 
Jackson.  We owe it to ourselves, our children, and the next generations of Chicagoans to stand 
up for what we believe in and to take action accordingly.  Please rename Jackson Park for the 
late Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation. I request the opportunity to address 
the Board of Commissioners at the upcoming meeting scheduled for Wednesday, April 8, 2026 
at 9:00 a.m.  Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Graham C. Grady 



 
 
 

 

  
  
 
   
  
 

 
i Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Breadbasket  
ii The University of Chicago https://chicagostudies.uchicago.edu/woodlawn/woodlawn-jackson-andrew-park  
iiiiii National Archies https://www.archives.gov/milestone-documents/jacksons-message-to-congress-on-indian-
removal  
iv Indigenous Peoples Resources https://indigenouspeoplesresources.com/products/trail-of-tears-the-rise-and-fall-of-
the-cherokee-nation?srsltid=AfmBOorm27oDPL1FxYQieiz_iEFUeb0HqX6oPgoGf_yTkKRZjIl8-CB7  
vWikipediahttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson_and_slavery#:~:text=Andrew%20Jackson%20is%20kno
wn%20to,the%20beating%20of%20a%20slave.  
 
 
vi Encyclopedia Britannica https://www.britannica.com/topic/spoils-system  
vii HISTORY.com https://www.history.com/articles/andrew-jackson-presidency-controversial-legacy  
viii https://thehermitage.com/road-to-the-presidency  
ix The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/live/2026/02/17/us/jesse-jackson-dead  


