
 
Monthly Meeting Minutes of JPAC March 4, 2024, Meeting 
 
The March 4, 2024, meeting was called to order by Michael Scott, JPAC President, at 7:05 p.m.  A 
quorum of at least 7 voting members were present.  President Scott welcomed the attendees and 
asked if there was any addition to the agenda, hearing none the agenda was approved. The minutes 
from the February Zoom meeting were not available due to technical difficulties.  
 
Eric Rogers, JPAC Treasurer, presented a treasurer’s report that indicated the current balance was 
$5,242.02, no change since the previous month.  
 
JeeYeun Lee from the Susan Roman Foundation presented a proposal to create Shore Land signage 
within Jackson Park that will provide historical information about the making of Jackson Park’s shore 
land. It will contain an audio option as well. A motion to support the installation of this proposed signage 
was moved and seconded after several questions were addressed. The motion was carried with 23 
members voting yes and 2 voting no, A letter from JPAC will be submitted to the Park District 
supporting the Shore Land signage project. 
 
Several updates were presented by the following committees (committee reports, meeting minutes, 
and scheduled meetings can be viewed on the JPAC website):  
 

• Susan Avila, Obama Presidential Committee (OPC) – meeting was held Thursday, February 
29th. Joshua Harris and Odalis Arcadio, Community Engagement & Government Affairs, of 
the Obama Foundation (OF) attended and answered several questions that were collected 
from OPC member Jack Spicer. Odalis offered to arrange a time and date for a maximum of 
25 individuals to view the new model, attend a virtual presentation of the Obama Presidential 
Center and to tour the construction site. 18 OPC members were present. The next meeting 
will be held March 28th via Zoom. 

• Deborah Vaughn, Communication – indicated that several committee meeting dates had been 
established. 

• Roger Deschner, Bridges – the 59th Street bridge development is progressing well; however, 
there are several concerns with respect to the state of the Darrow Bridge. It was also noted 
that several original trussells from the Chicago 1893 Columbian Exposition were installed in 
bridges located in Kankakee, IL and Indiana.  Joshua Harris of the OF offered to assist in 
supporting efforts to restore the bridge. The Darrow memorial will take place at the Darrow 
Bridge on March 13th. The next committee meeting will occur on March 14th. 

• Eric Rogers, Golf Committee – a Zoom meeting scheduled for March 13th. 
• Louise McCurry provided short report on behalf of Jerry Levi – landscaping and pruning within 

Jackson Park are underway and an upcoming meeting with the Harbor Master will take place. 
 
Michael informed members that Earth Day for Jackson Park has been scheduled for April 20th, Eric 
Rogers, and Joshua Harris of the OPF, have volunteered to manage the logistics associated with this 
event.  
 
Susan Avila presented an alternative letter to address the initial letter presented during our December 
2023 meeting that opposed the use of Chicago Park facilities of their use for the housing of Migrants.  
The alternative letter addresses the issues associated with the influx of migrants and how the Chicago 
Park District should further plan and investigate this matter. After a significant discussion and providing 
answers to several questions a motion was presented to eliminate the first paragraph and issue the 
letter. It was seconded and the motion carried with 18 members voting yes, 3 voting no, and 4 
members abstaining. 
 
President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. It was moved and seconded, and 
unanimously approved at 8:00 p.m.  
 
The meeting was attended by 35 individuals, including 31 members and 4 non-voting guests.  Of the 
31 members in attendance 27 were currently eligible to vote including 1 who became eligible at this 
meeting; and 4 were not yet eligible to vote. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


