
Metra 59th/60th Street Station Rehabilitation

Consulting Party Comments on Draft Landscape Restoration and Planting Plan (LRPP)
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Reviewer Name and Affiliation Review Comment Author Response (or Explanation)

1 Carey L. Mayer, State Historic Preservation 
Office

3/24/2025 
via email 

with 
attached 

PDF letter

Midway Plaisance is a contributing resource within the Jackson Park Historic Landscape District and Midway Plaisance, 
which was listed to the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) on 12/15/1972, and the Chicago Park Boulevard System 
Historic District, which was listed on the NRHP  12/18/2018. In our opinion, the draft Plan meets the Standards for 
Rehabilitation and fulfills a portion of Stipulation III.B.2.

Thank you for your comment. 

2 Mark Buechel, Historical Architect. 
Regions 3, 4, 5, NPS

4/9/2025 via 
email

The study is well done and detailed. NPS has no concerns with the overall concept and plan. The only concern is they do 
not identify what species of tree is to be planted in each location where one is missing or to be removed. The plan would 
be improved if we knew what was being planted where if not an in-kind replacement. Historically each row was more of a 
monoculture, so the shape and height were uniform. Some of the rows are noticeably taller than others depending on the 
species. Any replacement selected that is not an in-kind replacement should be selected so the mature shape and height 
are similar to the historic keeping a somewhat uniform appearance once they attain maturity.

Thank you for your feedback.  A note will be added to the LRPP to 
denote the proposed tree species replacement type.

3 Brenda Nelms and Jack Spicer, Co-
Presidents, Jackson Park Watch

4/1/2025 via 
email

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Midway Plaisance Landscape Restoration and Planting Plan (LRPP), 
prepared as required by the Section 106 Consultation Process for the Metra 59th/60th Street Station Rehabilitation Project, 
which is funded in part by the Federal Transit Administration.

We appreciate the careful mapping and evaluation of the tree plantings along the Midway Plaisance between the Metra 
Electric Line and Woodlawn Avenue, and understand the plan to be an effort to honor the design established by Olmsted 
after the 1893 fair but with adjustments for current setting and contemporary landscaping guidelines for tree diversity and 
climate changes. 

Thank you for your comment. 

4 Brenda Nelms and Jack Spicer, Co-
Presidents, Jackson Park Watch

4/1/2025 via 
email

We have several questions about the extent and implementation of the proposed plan.

We note that the plan projects the planting of 106 new 3”-4” trees, and the pruning and disease treatment and continued 
monitoring of the trees that were listed in September 2024 as in Poor Condition or as requiring treatment for webworm 
infestations.  Likewise, the plan calls for continued monitoring for potential storm damage to other trees in the defined 
area.  We would like to understand the timetables for the new-tree plantings, the disease treatments  and the continued 
evaluations.  The MOA states that the LRPP is to be implemented within one year of the station reopening to the public.  
Currently, construction on the new Metra station is projected to begin in 2026.  Given that schedule, the implementation of 
the LRPP could occur 3 years or more after the  September 2024  survey that is the basis of the plan.  As  the draft plan 
states (on page 5) that it “intends to remove stumps, dead and poor condition trees that are anticipated to fail within 2-3 
years” (dated from Sept. 2024), it seems likely that  the plan would be badly out of date before the implementation even 
begins.  We want to be assured that there will be a further evaluation of the trees at the time of implementation to identify 
changes occurring since the September 2024 survey, and that additional new trees (beyond the 106 labeled on the draft 
plan) will be planted as conditions then require and throughout the full 10-year span of the MOA (to April 2034). A key 
next step would be the inclusion of the Midway Plaisance in the Chicago Park District District-Wide Tree Inventory and 
Management Plan to be developed between May 2025 and May  2026.  We assume but would like assurance that the 
Midway Plaisance will be incorporated into that coordinated plan for plantings and for a proactive cyclical maintenance 
schedule going forward.

The Draft LRPP was developed based upon mitigation formalized 
during Section 106 consultation for this project. During those 
meetings, signatories (SHPO, Metra, and CPD) agreed that the LRPP 
will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the 
Treatment of Historic Properties and will detail the species and 
placement of plantings based on the Midway Plaisance's historic 
design and current needs as identified by the CPD.  The goal of this 
effort, through the use of plantings, is to improve the Midway 
Plaisance's existing viewshed consistent with landscape design on 
adjacent portions of the Midway Plaisance. 

Prior to any tree removal or replacement, CPD will confirm tree 
assessments. Planting and restoration efforts have the potential to 
start as soon as the LRRP is finalized, with the understanding that these 
activities are programmed into CPD's schedule, and coordinated with 
nearby state-associated construction activities as well as with other 
partners such as Chicago Department of Transportation and the 
University of Chicago. 

5 Brenda Nelms and Jack Spicer, Co-
Presidents, Jackson Park Watch

4/1/2025 via 
email

We also call attention to serious omissions from the Draft LRPP.  Two key elements of the Midway Plaisance that are located 
in Section East as defined in the LRPP are either ignored entirely or not adequately covered in the Draft Plan.

The Masaryk Monument honoring Czechoslovakian patriot and president Thomas Masaryk was erected as an endorsement 
of freedom in the post-World War II era.  It was not part of Olmsted’s various plans for the Midway Plaisance, but it is 
recognized and included in the park’s entry for the National Register of Historic Places.  Yet, the trees planted in rows 
around the monument not too long ago are not included in the inventory and assessment conducted for the Draft LRPP.  
At the moment, there are two gaps in the  easternmost row of linden trees that should be filled, and the conditions of all of 
the current trees in the grouping should be assessed.   In addition, the stones of the plinth surrounding the monumental 
statue require tuckpointing and caulking, and many of the granite slabs on the top level of steps are badly chipped and in 
need of replacement.  The full restoration of the Masaryk Monument  should be included in the final LRPP.  

During early coordination meetings with CPD on the LRPP, CPD 
requested Metra not include changes to the monument or monument 
plantings as part of this effort. As such, the restoration of the Masaryk 
Monument is not included in the agreed upon mitigation stipulations 
in the project's Memorandum of Agreement (M OA). This 
recommendation will be forwarded to the CPD. 
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6 Brenda Nelms and Jack Spicer, Co-
Presidents, Jackson Park Watch

4/1/2025 via 
email

The Draft LRPP makes reference in the map and in the summary text on  page 5 to the embankment of the railroad tracks, 
but that area (labeled on the map as “Included within Metra Project Scope”) is  excluded from the detailed inventory and 
assessment and the future plan prepared for the rest of Section East.  This seems a major omission since the embankment 
serves as the backdrop for any view toward the east end of the Midway Plaisance.  That is, it is central and essential to any 
landscaping plan for the Midway.

The text on page 5 of the Draft LRPP describes the area as follows:

Volunteer trees exist along the fence lines include Celtis, Ulmus, Populus, and Morus. Many seedlings/saplings are 
developing in the understory along with invasive buckthorn (Rhamnus) and honeysuckle (Lonicera) shrubs. Most are not 
worth the trouble to save. If saving some trees is desirable, select strong-wooded, healthy trees with good form that won’t 
be susceptible to damage from wind once rows are removed." 

The implication is that the area is not considered as part of the Midway and will not be carefully landscaped or not 
landscaped at all. Maybe some big tees will be saved, maybe not.  Maybe volunteer saplings will be removed along with 
the buckthorn and honeysuckle, or  maybe not.  Maybe the whole area will be given a buzz cut and covered with gravel.  
That is an unacceptable approach.   We recognize that this area presents special challenges, first during the construction 
period for the new station, and then once full use of the rail lines resumes.  Certainly, it does not fit neatly into the rows-of-
trees  design flowing westward.  Rather, it deserves and requires special treatment by a qualified landscape designer who 
can address the historic and the contemporary challenges.  It is an integral part of the Midway Plaisance and an 
appropriate design for the embankment should be part of the comprehensive plan, not a last-minute addition  or, worse, 
an omission. 

Per the MOA, the LRPP does not cover Metra's right-of-way. For the 
embankment trees within the railroad right-of-way, the quality and 
condition of the volunteer trees is understood to be a concern.  
However, Metra's current plans for their embankment are to maintain 
the larger, more mature trees. Many of the small trees and invasive 
species will be removed.  The final landscaping plan for the Metra-
owned embankment will be developed further during final design 
since there are many railroad-related requirements to vegetation with 
Metra's right-of-way to ensure safe operation of the trains.

7 Brenda Nelms and Jack Spicer, Co-
Presidents, Jackson Park Watch

4/1/2025 via 
email

Among Olmsted’s core tenets for the design and maintenance of parks was the necessary commitment to treat a park 
space as a whole, as the integration of interdependent, complementary areas that cannot be sliced and diced for 
convenience.  The Draft LRPP focuses narrowly on a certain aspect  of the Midway, but omits other key elements that 
should be incorporated into the final restoration plan.

The geographic extent of the LRPP was established during the writing 
of the MOA in consultation with the Consulting Parties (CP). The limits 
were based on the project's Area of Potential Effects.  Additionally, the 
focus of the LRPP is on restoration of trees that have been lost or 
damaged - it is not intended to be a full restoration of the Midway 
Plaisance.

8 Clem Taylor,
Special Project Coordinator, Planning & 

Construction, Chicago Park District

4/14/2025 
via email

The Park District will need an extension on providing any further comments beyond those sent earlier. It’s still early in the 
growing season and our DCNR department wants to wait for more trees to bud, to verify their health per Metra’s previous 
assessment.

4/16/2025 Email response (Metra to CPD): In the latest version of the 
LRPP, we added a note to cover this concern: “CPD will confirm tree 
assessment prior to any tree removals or restoration”

This will allow your team to complete their own assessment during the 
main growing season and shouldn’t hold up the plan from going 
through the consulting party review process. 

Let us know if this doesn’t resolve your need for an extension. We are 
happy to set up a call to discuss further as well. 

9 T.D. Williams, Realtor 4/17/2025  
via email

Following up from the conference, I wanted to touch base regarding two questions that came up:

Regarding the landscape from the viaduct to Woodlawn—has there been any cost estimates or limitations, secured 
funding, obligations (and by whom), or proposed schedules to address this? Or is this primarily a suggestion or set of 
parameters for fulfilling the MOA stipulation?

What measures are currently being implemented to ensure the safety of the public and riders in this area?

I appreciate any insights or updates you can share on these topics. Please feel free to reach out if further clarification is 
needed!

Thank you for your comments. Per the MOA, Metra has agreed to 
provide the financial support for planting materials while CPD has 
agreed to installation of new plantings (trees) and associated tree 
restoration.  CPD has been involved in the development of the Draft 
LRPP.  The LRPP defines the project restoration perimeters to meet 
this MOA stipulation. 

Relative to public safety,  LRPP implementation activities will be 
coordinated with nearby construction activities as well as between all 
partners including Metra, CPD, Chicago Department of 
Transportation, and the University of Chicago to ensure safety, clearly 
defined pedestrian pathways and Midway Plaisance access. 



10 Raymond M. Lodato and Rosalie Villas 4/18/2025 
via email 

with Word 
attachment

I am a Consulting Party on the Metra 59th/60th Street Station Rehabilitation project, co-representing Rosalie Villas.  
Attached please find my comments on the proposed project.

 [Attachment]I am a Consulting Party for the Metra Station rehabilitation at 59th & 60th Streets in Chicago.  I have 
significant concerns with the expansion of Metra’s responsibilities on this project beyond rehabbing the station in 
question.  While the additional entrance will be a welcome improvement, Metra’s role as landscape architect on the 
Midway Plaisance is ill-suited and inappropriate.  As a resident of the community who makes frequent use of the Midway as 
a public greenspace, I believe this role should be reserved for an agency or contractor with expertise in landscape 
management and forestry.  We would not expect to have such an expert design a railroad or even a station, and we should 
settle for no less with regard to our historic, Olmsted-designed park.

In addition, the process has been marred by the lack of consultation with grass-roots, community-based organizations, 
especially the Midway Plaisance Park Advisory Council (MPAC).  At its most recent meeting, MPAC expressed its concern 
with the process, stating “MPAC is concerned about the proposed landscaping plan provided by Metra on March 27, 2025 
and wants to be fully apprised, consulted and invited to the follow up meetings about landscaping plans for the Midway 
Plaisance.”

Tree removal plans
The plan calls for significant and aggressive tree removal along the Midway to South Woodlawn Avenue.  It is unclear from 
the plans how many trees will be removed by Metra (one resident’s estimate is 71), many of which have diameters greater 
than six inches.  (The plan should be modified to supply both the number of trees to be removed and the number to be 
planted).  In multiple instances, the plan reflects the apparently arbitrary downgrading of the condition of trees from “fair” 
to “poor” condition, as a pretext to justify the number of trees to be removed.

The plan fails to acknowledge that the replacement of mature trees with saplings is not a 1:1 trade-off.  New trees will take 
20 years to each full maturity—provided they survive.  The plan should drastically reduce the number of mature trees that 
are scheduled for removal by Metra.

I hope this feedback is taken seriously and that the relevant agencies commit to working with the community to enhance 
and improve this historic and beloved park.

Thank you for your feedback.  In adherence to the MOA, the Draft 
LRPP has been developed by SITE Design (a qualified Chicago-based 
landscape architecture firm), in cooperation with CPD, Legat 
Architects, and Metra.  The Draft LRPP is based upon mitigation 
formalized during Section 106 consultation for this project. During 
those meetings, MOA signatories (SHPO, Metra, and CPD) agreed that 
the LRPP will be consistent with the Secretary of the Interior's 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and will detail the 
species and placement of plantings based on the Midway Plaisance's 
historic design and current needs as identified by the CPD. In 
alignment with the MOA and its stipulations, Metra has distributed the 
Draft LRPP to Signatories and Consulting Parties for review and 
comment. 

The Draft LRPP is formulated on findings and conditions as noted in an 
tree inventory conducted in September 2024. This inventory updated 
an assessment that was conducted in 2022.  As shown in the Draft 
LRPP, "CPD will confirm tree assessment prior to any tree removal or 
restoration."   Also, please note counts as listed on the Draft LRPP, 
Section West denotes a "New Tree Total=74" and Section East 
denotes a "New Tree Total=32."  Relative to Section West,  there are 7 
"remove tree stump and replace with new 3"-4" tree " (denoted as a 
circle with a pink circumference) , 43 "remove tree and replace with 
new 3"-4" tree "  (denoted as a pink circle), and 24 "new 3"-4" tree " (as 
denoted as a green circle). Relative to Section East,  there are  20 
"remove tree and replace with new 3"-4" tree " (denoted as a pink 
circle) and 12 "new 3"-4" tree " (as denoted as a green circle).  These 
numbers address trees that are anticipated to fail within 2-3 years.


