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NEXT JPAC MTG., MON MAY 7PM FIELDHOUSE gym, 6401 S. Stony Island 

Ave. PLEASE ARRIVE 6:45 to fill in Membership application and sign in at the sign in tables. 

All are welcome at our meetings. To become a voting member, you must sign in and fill in application (if have 

not filled one in before.) You are then a voting member after attending 2 meetings in the previous 12 months. 

We observe CPD rules on COVID protocols incl. masking and distancing. We follow CPD PAC Guidelines and 

PAC and CPD Codes of Conduct.  

The meeting AGENDA and how to sign up to speak will be sent out 1 to 2 weeks ahead of the meeting  

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 

1 MEETING, MISSION, LINKS.      2  PAC DIRECTORY       2, 3 CALENDARS-EVENTS & DOING DAYS  

3-5 ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC UPDATES, brief updates on other projects  

5-6 CELEBRATIONS- Bob Pickens Track, Disc Golf Tournament 

6 LIFEGUARD APPEAL, YOUTH JOBS  7-8 MARCH MEETING MINUTES 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson Park through which information regarding 

JP can be shared ; to advise and make recommendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park 

maintenance and other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs; to encourage long-range planning 

for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s programs and facilities at JP; to increase community 

awareness by involving all segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and implementation of 

JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park. 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS! 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
Recommended  :https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ 

https://jacksonparkwildflowers.org.   
Construction andtraffic updates https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/  
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Calendar. DON’T MISS! 

HANAMI- Cherry Blossom 

Festival. Spring/Transient 

Beauty. The cherry trees will 

bloom by mid-April so. of MSI 

Columbia Basin and north 

Wooded Island. Meet our 

docents there or at the Garden 

weekends. Picnic. 

APRIL 24 12-3 JOIN THE BIG 

CELEBRATION with Japanese crafts and performances. Check 

also https://hydeparkdiscgolf.org for pop up games/lessons too. 

More information from Chicago Park District hashtag #CHIcherryblossoms.  

 

And May 5-7 JAPANESE CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL 

(We will celebrate on the 7th.morning and afternoon In and outside the 

Garden of the Phoenix. Crafts/performances. KITE FLYING optional. 

And perhaps pop up disc golf. .// More festivals incl. Bandore Aug. 6 ev. 

 

NOW RECRUITING AND TRAINING DOCENTS AND GREETERS for 

Garden of the Phoenix on Wooded Island. Docents are at the Garden 

weekends late morning and afternoons through summer. Certain days will 

have crafts and performances such as haiku, GO, meditation tea cer.  

Contact Jay Franke at jrfranke72@gmail.com.  

OLMSTED AT 200- ANNIVERSARY PARK TOUR. APRIL 30, SAT. Noon.  

LIMITED TO 25. Meets at the Golden Lady, Hayes and Richards Drives.   

Contact Louise McCurry, commissioner751@icloud.com for information. 

Area wide now-fall w. Terra F, HPHIstSoc + visit https://Olmsted200.org & 

https://www.artdesignchicago.org/adcnow/south-park-then-and-now.  

MIGRATORY BIRD DAY May 7 Saturday, 9 am. Bobolink Meadow at golf 

driving range lot off Hayes Dr. (Rec. coming from Stony I due to 

construction) or park in lot behind MSI and walk through the Meadow). 

Walks, scavenger hunt, make a bird house,11 birds to watch for.  

(Note-Chicagoland birding groups do official counts May 14, which is the 

official International Migratory Bird Treaty Day. Chicago Audubon gives early 

weekend morning bird walks in Bobolink or Wooded Island year round.) 

 

OTHERS. MAKE MUSIC 6/21 afternoon- youth ensemble perf. Fldhse 

CHICAGO PARKS FOUNDATION, https://www.chicagoparksfoundaton.org, 

is revving up its fitness program, Walk in the Park with a Future Doc. 

You can sign up now for the June 5 “13.1 Half Marathon” or the October 9 

Bank of America Marathon Team ChiParks. Or Play for the Parks Golf 

Invitational parks fundraiser in July. 

PLAY DISC GOLF-hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com.  

SIGN UP FOR SUMMER PROGRAMS at the CPD site or fieldhouse.   

RUN THE TRACK or use Fdhse WEIGHT ROOM during open hours   P2 

DIRECTORY 
 
JPAC in normal times eets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, ) 
May 9, June 13, July 11  
 
BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021 
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 

 
Ask about vol. contribution (no 
relationship to membsp Anne 
Marie Miles- milesesq@aol.com  

 
CONTACTS 

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com 7 
73-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Secretary, 
Newsletter, mail list) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 

garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 

Membership Mary Anton 

antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com  

Stewards: Wooded Island Jerry 

Levy sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  

Bobolink Norm Bell/Gail Parry 

normwbell@gmail.com  

www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  

Columbia B  NancyJoseph  

njoseph2008@aol.com  

63
rd

 Beach NA  Edw Warden  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  

 

Chicago Park District- 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 

Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 

South Region Mgr. Maya Solis  

312 747 747-7661,  

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton 

demitrice.seaton@ cpd website 

Security 312 747-2193 

Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 
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DOING DAYS for all ages-  

EARTH DAY for us APRIL 23-11 am-2 pm. 63rd St. BEACH CLEAN including natural area and underpass.  

With Alliance for the Great Lakes Adopt A Beach. Supplies provided, but bring what you need, dress right. Sign 

up and “sign” waivers at this site, in partnership with the CPD-. https://signup.com/go/mtfdRwe. 

If you prefer the Alliance website- https://adopt.greatlakes.org/s/cleanup/a2o8X000003eZyNQAU/aab20419/  

IT’S YOUR PARK DAY MAY 21. 

Our own PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS currently on a weather-permitting basis from fieldhouse Tu 9:30, +? 

(contact Louise 773-844-2225). Note: these One-Day Volunteer activities do not require background checks or 

fingerprinting but you do need to sign a waiver form. The CPF citywide program has kickoff on It’s Your Park 

Day and runs June-Oct –see in https://chicagoparksfoundation.org for into.  

ITS YOUR PARK DAY MAY 21, 9:30 AM (or earlier) AT THE FIELDHOUSE. Trash pickup. Supplies, gloves 

available, but you’re welcome to bring your own. Dress for safety and conditions.  

Sign up incl. waivers https://www.givepulse.com/event/registered/285455?g=17c4777c4a01193794bea523ca96e7d1 

or https://chicagoparksfoundation.givepulse.com/event/285455-IYPD-Jackson-Park 

JACKSON PARK NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.  

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2ND SATURDAYS May 14, June 11… 9 am-noon. Meet at the south end of the 

meadow at the golf driving range parking lot. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmailc.com.  

63rd STREET BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD SATURDAYS May 21, June 18,,, 10 am-noon. Edward 

Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  

WOODED ISLAND. APRIL 30 THEN 3RD SATURDAYS May 21, June 18. 10 am- 1 pm. South bridge.  

Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com.  

COLUMBIA BASIN or TreeKeepers pruners- contact. Nancy Joseph at njoseph2008@aol.com.  

 

UPDATES 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC 

www.jacksonparkimprovements.org is the place to go--and sign to up for newsletter/updates.  

In Traffic Updates (red tab) SCROLL TO THE BOTTOM to CONTACT US to register concerns and questions-- 

if major including path or pavement gaps/accessibility issues go also to 311 online and contact the 5th Ward 

Office, and you can cc Louise McCurry, commissioner751@icloud.com.  

Use the text sections to interpret the small-print map given below including longer term phasing. The site has 

much more material.  

CDOT has already presented twice at the 5th Ward monthly meetings. The latest press release with project 

manager David Miller was on April 12.  

The main things to watch for right now that will continue at least 24 months: 

Thursday, April 14 closure of the outer southbound lane on the DuSable Lake Shore Drive.  

Monday, April 18 closure of Hayes Dr. (6300) just west of DLSD for bridge work and an underpass. Also 

frequent lane closures and parking restrictions on Hayes Dr. (Access to the Hayes boat launch lot will close.) 

At any time- Stony Island northbound lane closures from about 65th to 59th. 

Although they promise to keep access to park facilities and almost all lots open, there will be detours. 

(SLEEPER IMPACTS- afternoon rush on the Drive SB from 47th? south. 57th Drive eastboung to DLSD.) 

 

The following is from the Chicago Department of Transportation post of April 12, 2022.    P3 
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State of some other Framework projects and problem areas 

(All are in the Framework Plan but are in various states of community and PAC vetting.) 

Iowa Building (56th /DLSD) Historic restoration. Concept public input held—preference is for picnic and small 

gatherings. Now in design. Expect public meeting late spring. Completion 2023. 

Central ballfields (Hayes Drive towards lagoons). Concept public and stakeholders input held. Adds fields and 

area while compacting and including multi-purpose. In design. Watch for meeting. Late 2022 into 2023. 

New dog-friendly area south of Hayes-w. of DLSD. Initial concept meetings held, main public meeting tba. 

Affected by roadwork on Hayes and DLSD. Also new or relocated trails in the area are announced. .  

59th Tennis Courts/Golf Driving Range/Jackson Bark. No plans announced but JBark mats. prop. To move.   

Women’s Comfort Station near Science Dr./Bowling Green. Historic restoration. Stakeholder presentation. In 

design, access limited, awaiting historic fixtures.2022? 

Darrow Bridge (between lagoons and Columbia Basin at c. 59th St., a key access across the park and to the 

Lakefront). In design but awaiting 106 Historic Review – stakeholders being alerted to watch for input meeting. 

Work on the Bridge and connecting trails will commence after the process. State funding is locked in.  

Other bridges, underpasses- In January CDOT and elected officials announced this year’s projects from the 

Federal Infrastructure Act, in which the feds pay the entire cost. The projects include major and lesser repairs 

on nearly all the bridges and underpasses in Jackson Park (excepting to Wooded Island). Notably the Hayes 

Drive south lagoon-end bridge by the Statue of the Republic, the 59th Inlet bridge widening, and the 

underpasses and bridges from 57th to Marquette. Separately, new underpasses are in start, design, or plan.. 

Lakefront Trail and other trails and at La Rabida Hospital affected by renewed shore erosion. More repais 

were announced by local and higher officials, Army Corps. This is separate from the 3-year Army Corps study 

of long-term solutions. Even when the Lake level is down, it only takes heavy gales or rains to renew damage. 

Other historic structures. No announcement re: historic assessment of the Golden Lady and the English 

Comfort Station (north of the track) that require assessment and rehabilitation under the OPC MOA, or the 

Burnham-designed station at se corner of the golf course or the old Coast Guard Station.  

 

RECENT CELEBRATIONS IN JACKSON PARK 

BOB PICKENS TRACK AND TURF FIELD was dedicated and the sign was erected in April. 

Speakers, celebrants: Mayor Lori Lightfoot, CPD Interim Superintendent and CEO Rosa Escareño, 5th Ward 

Alderman Leslie Hairston, Bob Pickens’ daughter Tori, CPD staff and officials including Park Supervisor 

Bobbie Beckam, area school and Wolfpack coaches, team members, and JPAC including President McCurry. 

The ceremony was held in the Fieldhouse, followed by ribbon-cutting on the track. This facility is immense, with  

a full-size football field inside the competition track. For open times call the fieldhouse 773-256-0903.  Robert 

F.”Bob”  Pickens was a star Olympic wrestler and star football player including for the Chicago Bears. He was 

a long time pro lead referee, businessman, and civic leader, including as President of the CPD Board of 

Commissioners, and a tireless advocate for Jackson Park and for youth access to athletics and careers.  
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DISC GOLF REGIONAL TOURNAMENT. Held April 10, 70 Chicago region players signed up in advance 

to fill all slots in our park. This was the first nationally sanctioned such tournament in Jackson Park, (which had 

a wonderful trial week last year). We are so proud of Tommy Inglis and team, which also does park clean and 

trail restoration work. The pitch across Cornell from the fieldhouse southward was expanded into the fields 

north of Hayes Drive for the tournament only. To learn or more activities and weekly schedule, check 

hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com. “Frisbees” can be signed out at the fieldhouse.  P5  

AN APPEAL FOR LIFEGUARDS, AND OTHER YOUTH JOBS OPEN.  
From a message to PACs and stakeholders from Interim Superintendent and CEO Rosa Escareño.  

This month, the Chicago Park District launched “I am a Chicago Lifeguard”, a campaign highlighting the skilled and 

dedicated lifeguards who make aquatics programming and recreational opportunities in our great city possible. The 

campaign features six Chicago lifeguards from different walks of life who share the calling to serve and work tirelessly to 

keep us safe while we enjoy our city’s park pools and beaches. We all have fond memories of learning to swim or 

splashing around in our neighborhood park pool or spending a summer day at the beach with family and friends. These 

moments take place under the watchful eye of our highly skilled lifeguards who keep us safe while we have fun and make 

lifelong memories.  

The Chicago Park District is preparing for another great summer filled with incredible moments and we are looking for 

lifeguards to join our workforce. Qualified applicants must be at least 16 years of age, a stronger swimmer, must be fully 

vaccinated, be a Chicago resident and have the desire to serve and protect the public. In addition to launching the “I am a 

Chicago Lifeguard” campaign, the District has also expanded the application period for the position to make it even easier 

to apply….   For your convenience, we have included a link to the digital toolkit, 

<https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Chicago-Lifeguard/Digital-Toolkit> which includes the press release 

announcing the “I am a Chicago Lifeguard” campaign as well as social media messaging and marketing materials for 

distribution in your organization’s newsletters, internal communications and other outreach materials.  

The Chicago Park District, City of Chicago and other agencies are stepping up HIRING YOUTH AND YOUNG 
ADULTS FOR SUMMER JOBS, in many cases at  higher salaries—SHARE THIS—skills and in-job experience 
and resume building are invaluable. AND on April 13 the Mayor announced allocation of $150 million to 15,000 
summer jobs. CPD https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/jobs.  P6 

Below- Jay Franke, 4/16. Japanese Garden fence wind 

storm blew down is back up. Booth Sch. vols. raked 

gravel paths, planted. Bluets are still blooming. 
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Minutes of the Jackson Park Advisory Council March 14, 2022 draft 4/6 

President called to order at 7PM in JP fieldhouse. Time limits for items and adjournment (8:15 per facilty closing time) 

would be enforced. Total attendance: 128 including a quorum of voting members (51 of 80).  

Parliamentarian spoke about the purposes of a PAC and the importance of Roberts Rules of Order (RRO). 

 

Celebrations 

 Park Kids. Coach Nealon reported and introduced a youth glad to be out and on the basketball team. President 

reported for the park supervisor, who was ill,- what’s trending: pickleball, girls sports. 

 1Woodlawn/Network of Woodlawn. Duwain Bailey spoke to Woodlawn history and park commitments.  

 Hyde Park Garden Fair. Yolanda Edwards and Michael Bradley reported on return to an in-person Fair May 13, 

14 and urged us to volunteer and buy. Revamped website: https://hydeparkgardenfair.org.  

 130 Years of partnership between Chicago and Japan-- centered in Jackson Park. JPAC VP Spencer Bibbs 

expressed gratitude for the Garden Docent Program, which allows him to make connection with the thousands of 

visitors and to show ownership in the park. Docent recruitment, training begin soon. 

Reports.  

 President’s Report. President described recent work projects including by Mt. Carmel and UC Lab. She gave 

some of her time to Barry Rapoport, who spoke for green projects and for our holding learning nights for kids and 

families. He recommended Green Actioneers by Dave Flannigan. https://www.greenactioneers.com.  

 PAC Conference Report. Genora Stone, Susan Johnson, and Louise McCurry reported what they learned at the 

citywide virtual Conference March 5. JPAC was well represented. Genora said activities for small parks can be 

scaled up here and with collaborations with other PACs. Susan recommended we join the Par-K-nership initiative 

in which PACs visit, mentor, and work with each other . The President appointed a committee to explore this. 

 Events signup was encouraged, including for Cherry Blossom Festival (main cel April 24), Earth Day April 23 12 

p.m. at 63
rd

 Beach--sign up www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-beach, and an Olmsted anniversary park tour April 30.  

 Treasurer’s report. Treasurer reported last year’s result was c. $4,900, an increase of c. $500. She recommended 

new fundraising initiatives through the fundraising committee. Such initiatives require a vote per the Bylaws. 

Motion was made, seconded, and approved by a clear voice vote. Following the vote, a member from the floor 

asked for division of the house/roll call. The request was ruled out of order per RRO. Due to shortness of time to 

resolve ensuing dispute, final resolution was deferred.  

Old and New business. 

 Park District reforms. Members were urged to submit comments or attend live and virtual Town Halls on the 

proposed Code of Conduct Chapter 4 revision and reforms for safety, equity.  

 The Chair called for the December minutes. Motion to accept the distributed draft minutes was made, followed by 

an objection from the floor to accepting them. Objector offered a correction disputing that consensus was reached 

on placing the Bylaws amendment re: membership, introduced in December, on a subsequent meeting agenda. 

Parliamentarian ruled that the objection and correction were out of order because they touched upon an issue in a 

complaint, filed after the December meeting and currently under investigation. Motion on the floor to accept the 

minutes as presented was again made and seconded. After assent, there was a request for a roll call vote that 

was ruled out of order under RRO and further action was deferred citing time running out and specific applicable 

rules needing research..  
 The Chair moved on to New Business. Time for individuals to speak. Several members raised concern about not 

having sufficient meeting time set aside for ad hoc input to raise concerns, issues, and new ideas. Sense of the 

meeting was that this will be developed starting with the next meeting. A few were immediately allowed to give 

ideas on such matters as safe infrastructure and a committee to watch CDOT re: construction, keeping parking 

lots open, about accuracy of and access to records and what to do one’s right to vote is challenged.  

 The president declared adjournment at 8:15 p.m. under the agenda and fieldhouse closing hours and needs. A 

verbal dispute occurred after the fact over the president’s right to do so.   

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary. Next meeting April 11 at the fieldhouse.     P7 
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March 14 2022 meeting attendance 128 4/6/22. q=qualified to vote (members) 51 attended of 80 

Adams, D   Hoyt , J press, not Chi Paretsky, S  q 
Adams, E  q Isoda, M  q Patterson, B 
Anton, M  q Jackson, J   Patterson, J 
Avila, S  q Jackson, K   Pena, C  q 
Bailey, D   James, V   Piemonte, G  q 
Barnes, C   Jasper, D C   Pike, R 
Behr?, R   Jeyifo, M  q Porter, L  q 
Bibbs, S  q Johnson, D  q Price, A  
Blumenberg, S  Johnson, S  q Raber. J  q 
Bradley, M   Kaufman, R  q Ramsey, P 
Brown, K P  q Koenen, B   Raoul, T  q 
Campbell, D   Landheart, S   Rapoport, B not Chi 
Cason, S   Lane, S   Raubertas, C  q 
Christian, H?   Levy, J   q Rawson, K  q 
Christian, L   Lewis, S  q Ribstein, S   q 
Clayton, D   Lipinski, M  q Richardson, A CPD 
Clement, J  q Lityde?, S   Ross, L 5th Ward   
Collard, A  q Lucy, S  q Rubin, R  q 
Daughrity, L   Maniates, B  q Ryzdon, B press 
DeBonnett, A  q Maule, M   Sampson, L  
DeMan, J  q McCurry, L  q Schechter, E  q 
DeMan K   McGruder, D  q Schwab, A  q 
Deschner, R   McNamee, M   Silverman, K Tanner 
DeVaughn, D q Means, R   Silverman, M 
Dupree, E  q Miles, A M  q Smith, J 
Edwards, Y   Miller, C   Smith, M 
Evans, M press  Mills, F  q Snooks, T CPD 
Felder, C   Misurell-Mitchell, J  Spicer, J 
Felder, R   Mitchell, W   Stone, G  q 
Ferguson, I   Monaghan, M  press   q Stone, M CPD  
Flournoy, A   Nassef, L   Strable, J 
Franke, J  q Nealon, P CPD  Swilley, S 
Gaddies, A   Neely, D   Taylor, D 
Gaffney, S   Nelms, B  q Thompson, K  
Gokl, R   Nelson, A   Tobin, B 
Gooden, G   Nelson, K  q Tobin, I 
Guy, J   q Newman, K  q Tolmaire, N 
Hall, R  q Newsome, C  q Vandervoort, F  q 
Hammond, D   Northcott, P   Waugh, N 
Haney, B   Oji, A    Wood, R 
Harper, P  q Okunola or Jeyifous  q Woods, K 
Hernandez, Y  Ossewaarde, G q Young-Freeman, M 
Hopkins, M   Panelas, T  q 
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