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p1, 3-6 NEWS/FEATURES-spaces/programs, OPC, constr  

opps, monuments. Pp 7-8 CHERRY TR PHOTOMONTAGE. 

Pp 2-3 MARCH MINUTES rev draft 

JPAC Meeting Mon. APRIL 12 7p.m.  
This meeting was changed to virtual. 
Agenda: bus., guest Tommy Inglis on disc golf, reports, Metra sta fed 

review, monuments 

 

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a dues paying member or contributor? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com for information. 

 

News and Features  

COME SEE THE CHERRY TREES IN BLOOM! Parl reopened but CPV 

rules in place.Special notice from the CPD re: playgrounds. Families and caregivers 

are urged to practice safety guidance, including wearing a mask, social distancing and cleaning hands 

frequently. These high traffic areas are not sanitized but can be enjoyed safely by following the 

guidance on the signage installed at each location. Safety protocols at all times to continue our 

progress. Limited gp. rentals. BEACHES CLOSED for now. 

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS RESUMING. Pools, s break camps, bunny 

fun, spring progrs. https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/spring-

programs. AT JACKSON baseb, bb, crocheting, fitness, gymnastics, 

pickleball, table t, track, walking club All new exercise/weight equipment! 

VOL-FITNESS OPPS IN JACKSON PARK SEE PAGE 4 & 5 

VIRTUAL camps, classes, and themed pop-ups + YouTube/subscr 

&subscrip https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/events social media.  

And… the www.ChicagoParkStore –get your T-shirt for spring. See p. 4. 

           

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I 
Apr. 12, May 10, June 14, Jy 14 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR 
REC. REG DUES $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app-, ###### 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes of the March 8 2021 JPAC Meeting rev 3-27-21 

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. by phone conferencing. A quorum was present 

composed of 15 voting members and 6 others- Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam, three from University of 

Chicago Police, Lanita Ross from the 5th Ward Office, and Christian Belanger of the Hyde Park Herald. Louise 

reported that Jerry Levy, our Wooded Island Steward and “great uncle”, underwent a successful back 

operation and is walking and recovering well in rehab 185 steps! He sends his greetings.  

Notice and agenda items were pre-sent. The agenda was adjusted for our guests and flow of business. 

Minutes of the February meeting were approved with no objection. Note: A section heading in the middle of 

page 2 is changed to Japanese Garden.  

Treasurer’s report. Anne Marie Miles reported a total balance as of today of $5,212.21 of which $4,897.21 is in 

the general operating fund and $315.00 in the Dwight Powell plaque fund. Income since the start of the year is 

$786.00 including one donation of $500.00 and others totaling of $240.00 including from the Highlands 

Association. 

Japanese Garden and surroundings- Problems and new programs. Louise led discussion with members and 

representatives of the University of Chicago Police Department—Commander Marsalla Gnell; Officer Felicia 

Lee (Community Relations and Events), and an officer named Benjamin.  

Louise explained we reached out to UCPD because over the past couple weeks groups of University of 

Chicago students were observed among persons repeatedly vandalizing, graffitiing, and engaging in careless 

walking and bike riding in the main Garden, the Sky Landing sculpture and beyond. Especially concerning is 

students cutting fences, crossing, and doing other dangerous practices at the highly dangerous Darrow Bridge. 

In addition, there has been a general uptick in vandalism throughout the park (and parks along at least the 

south lakefront). Much of these are since the temperatures started to warm and pandemic restrictions are 

being relaxed. It takes a lot of work by staff and JPAC to fix things up only to see the same thing happen a few 

minutes later and day after day. If we want the Park District to maintain the park and respond our calls, things 

have to change.  

We encouraged UCPD to help us through presence in the park, by putting us in touch with University student 

authorities and activity organizers, and in developing positive student engagement and ownership. She noted 

that there is now a full-time Park Security officer on patrol 7-11, and there are car-based patrols nights. 

The UCPD officers said they can answer calls from the park and pursue offenders into the park. The main 

number is 773-702-8181. Capt. Joseph handles calls in this sector at 773-834-6864. Felicia Lee can take calls 

at 773-702-6008.  

Felicia Lee offered to put us in contact with persons at the University who can develop student programs in the 

park or recruit for ours. UCPD is developing its calendar for spring and would be happy to host an event or 

presentation or join ours, and encourage officers to volunteer off-time for one of our docent programs. 

Members suggested outlets, and University councils that could put out the Garden’s story to encourage 

students and others to visit and do things in the park or join our docent and walking programs.  

 

The JPAC Educators (was docent) component of our Learn and Walk Healthy in the Garden has started, said 

Louise. 225 persons in small groups followed the short talks and tours in the Garden last Saturday starting at 

11, and these will continue Saturday & Sunday c12:30-3, 1 hour shifts. Louise noted Trish Morse for her 

assistance including making the two-sided handout about the garden and what to look for.  

A next component is healthy-walking-in-green-settings clubs. The Tuesday/Thursday club walkers (9:30 from 

the fieldhouse) have marked out six 1-mile-long trails (one is a half mile abilities-minded path). The Walking 

Clubs and Pitch-In for the Parks are excellent ways, Louise said, to find what is being broken or falling apart 

and make reports. We will start our Pitch-Ins late in March and tie in with the Parks Foundation program 

starting May 22. And we could use people to just put on a “park green” shirt and stroll not only the island but 

other areas and document/report issues to Louise.          P2 

 



 

Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow. Wooded Island hosts both the Garden and the Paul H. Douglas Nature 

Sanctuary. We are not sure when regular nature-tending projects will restart in the restored natural area. It has 

been on 4th Saturday mornings—we’ll let you know when Jerry or CPD informs us. 

Gail Parry reported that Bobolink Meadow’s first workday of the year will be March 13. These are on 2nd 

Saturdays at 9 a.m. usually meeting at the south end. The first projects will probably be garbage removal and 

topping off tall dead stalks. They welcome student groups to do projects any days. (Contact is on p. 1.) 

LaRabida, southeast part of the park and golf course. Reconstruction at the end-promenade and of the inlet 

breakwater continue. Charles Newsome said he can see from his building repair work all along the Promontory 

Drive to 67th and into the Cultural Center golf course. Esther Schechter said she is anxious for repair work on 

the stairs to start. Periodically our walking club goes to LaRabida from the fieldhouse.  

Golf. Pat Harper noted that Tracy Raoul was unable to attend tonight and discussed the Jackson Park Golf 

Association’s celebration of Black legends of golf and other happenings. They will celebrate women heroes in 

golf March 31. There are new youth golf scholarships for ages 19-25 and a new caddy class for the park starts 

in April. Mount Carmel’s golf team won the state tournament. The First Tee of Greater Chicago will bring teams 

from various schools to Jackson Park this year. Pat relayed that Tiger Woods remains committed to 

revitalization of our golf course. 

The Burnham-designed (1905) comfort station northeast of Marquette Drive near the Drive suffered twin blows 

–the heavy snowstorm collapsed the roof and a car crashed into the structure collapsing support pillars and 

walls. Louise said that engineers assessed the structure and are considering moving it to higher ground so the 

foundation is above the high water table and it’s away from the roadway. (Moving the structure is mentioned as 

a possibility in the South Lakefront Plan). There is believed to be funding that can be used for this, and plans 

are being sketched. However, it may have a use other than bathrooms—fixtures when replaced are promptly 

ripped out. Ideas such as memorization of golf and/or? At least it’s in the mix for park rehabilitations.  

General celebrations and seasonal thoughts. We applauded Women’s Month. Louise pointed out that 85% of 

park district employees are women, but their averaged salary is less than that of the men—a high proportion of 

staff in the parks (many part-time) are women.  

There is a city-wide effort to point out how being among the Green and the Trees can help restore 

pandemic/isolation-depleted physical and mental health. It’s called Green Bathing or Green Rx.  

The PAC Conference March 6 saw how many park activists are bringing up new ideas. They especially 

stressed the need to bring in the next generation. Louise and Mary Anton said we need to think about setting 

up here one of the paid youth councils (age 19-20). Recruitment is a key issue, as well as meeting people 

where they are. We will contact one of the speakers at the Conference, Arthur Reliford and others. A praised 

speaker was PD Board Commissioner Mr. Munoz.  

Bylaws amendment. Ad hoc committee chair Anne Marie Miles read and moved for the committee the 

language re: virtual meetings, developed by the committee appointed last month, based on wording requested 

from the park district. The wording was included in the meeting announcement. Andy Carter seconded. Article 

Four, new Section 3, with current Section 3 renumbered 4. Approved unanimously. 

Virtual meetings, with a phone-in option, may be held in lieu of in-person meetings. The virtual meetings will begin 

at 7 p.m., unless a special time is set. The agenda of the meeting and the minutes of the prior meeting will be 

made available 3 days before the virtual meeting will take place.   

Notice of a regularly scheduled meeting will be posted in the fieldhouse and provided to the Council’s regular list 

14 days prior to the meeting.  Any notice of a virtual meeting will include instructions on how to join the meeting. 

New business. Kenny Newman asked for investigation of the expansion gaps of the bridges to Wooded Island. 

Charles Newsome proposed a spring golf card inspection drive-through with staff. Esther noted than many of 

the work orders from past drive-throughs were not carried out or given a written outcome explanation. 

Moved and seconded to adjourn at 8:10 p.m. Next meeting- April 12, 7p. Fieldhouse outside or if nec.gym? 

Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary           P3 



About our April 12 7 pm meeting. Was changed to virtual with strong rules from CPD due in part to 

rising covid cases. The change and access numbers were sent to the full list.  

Keeping our park and its special spaces safe and sound- COME OUT AND HELP. 
There has been serious, continuing damage, graffiti marking and trashing (including from nonstop picnicking 

and drinking) in the Japanese Garden, Wooded Island, parking lots, Darrow Bridge area, and natural areas—

as in several other south lakefront parks. This is a matter that has to be addressed ongoing and in different 

ways. We are grateful to the landscape, graffiti-buster, and security teams and to individuals who are doing 

what they can and reporting, but the city is not for whatever reasons closing the parking lots that fill with 

crowds and problematic activities, especially at night. With people long pent up and having much to be upset 

about, these next months may be hard. We spoke about these problems to the CPD Board in March.  

We can step up to clean up and report problems, but also create for special places like the garden and beyond 

ways to both inform and also engage the college and other students, families, residents, and visitors iregarding 

positive activities and appreciation/ownership in what is everyone’s park. We are reaching out to those in touch 

with and can help recruit college students. We are ramping up our walking and clean up groups. And we are 

focusing on tours and materials in the Garden, building a network of appreciators of this jewel.  Louise writes, 

“…Yes We Can educate the park visitors, be a positive presence, preserve, and revitalize  the park  for our 

diverse community.  Yes We Can replace passive Zoom sessions with “hands on  - working together” 

community action-  It’s Our Park! What ideas do you have for solving this vandalism problem?”  

T-SHIRTS https://chicagoparkdistrict.threadless.com/designs/jackson-park-cherry-blossoms/womens/t-shirt/regular-

unixex?color=Kelly_green -BE READY TO SHOW YOUR JPAC PRIDE AS YOU ENJOY OR VOL IN THE PARK.  

1) Japanese Garden Program- Become, or learn with the, JPAC JG EDUCATORS   
Saturdays and Sundays March and going forward we have been recruiting and training educators (docents), 

then doing short talks and tours to mid-afternoon (the busiest time). Training has started at 11:30- but check 

with Louise. Tours are from 12:30 to as late as 3 p.m. Educators include Trish Morse (a lead trainer), Louise, 

Andy, Caroll, Nancy, Charemi, Rolf, Kay, Tommy, and Spencer. Docents will have tags and Kelly-green shirts. 

Masking and distancing apply. Program leader/logistics manager is Louise McCurry under CPD JG Manager 

Karen Szyjka & Mike Dimitroff dept. head. We more “JPAC Educators”- call 773-844-2225. We cover history, 

culture, greenery, healing and meditation in these gardens—plus the vistas, water, rocks, and lush vegetation. 

WALKING THERE-from Stony I/Cornell-cross signals at 60th go north then east then south over Hays Bridge. 

From Hayes/63rd lot go north through Island. (The route from MSI so. lot via Bobolink & w to Island is long but 

worth it.) (Activities below are in small pods; COVID rules apply, and basic supplies are provided.) 

EXTRA:EXTRA AS OF APRIL 7 THE CHERRY GROVE IS IN BLOOM-120 TREES from MSI to lagoon, WI.  

2) Our Earth Day April 22 (Thursday) 9:30 a.m. from fieldhouse. Find required registration at 

https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer. Our program includes 63rd beach w Alliance for the Great 

Lakes www.greatlakes.org.  

3) WE Walk Walking Club- Tues and Th 9:30 from the fieldhouse. A big resource for LIGHT 

TRASH PICKUP and reporting of things to be fixed by walking healthily with our physical instructor. “Eyes On” 

and presence in the park while learning some park history and losing maybe some COVID pounds. Several 

different routes. Partnership with CPD and Chicago Parks Foundation. (No reg.req). Weather: 773-256-0903.  

4) Pitch-In for the Parks – June-Oct, kickoff May 22, (Any community group or PAC can organize PIFTP 

events- Reg. with CPF links below. In Jackson Tu & Sat 9:30 starting June 8 and 12. Supplies provided. 

Reg for 4), 5): https://www.eventbrite.com/e/jackson-park-its-your-park-day-pitch-in-for-the-parks-2021-

registration-145942649393. 

5) It’s Your Park Day May 22 9:30 cleanup and other activities. Hosted only by PACS. 

SIGN UP at https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer (fill in the Volunteer Waiver).  

Find Jackson. Or https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/iypd.  

6) Nat Area Monthly Workdays. 2021 Protocols & schedules coming. Four areas, we hope. Bobolink 

has already started- next April 10? check in https://bobolinkvolunteers.org or email normwbell@gmail.com.  

63rd Beach 3rd Sats 10-12 Ap. 17, May 15… beach side of Beachhouse. ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  P4 
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(Green Teams: Corps, service groups can schedule days to work in the park at the CPF website. (fee))  

Summer fun incl. 1893 FAIR / HISTORY TOURS MAY-OCT, MAKE MUSIC CHICAGO 6/21. Movies. 

Lawn Bowling. But NOW OR SOON:- THE MIGRATORY BIRDS and the CHERRY TREES IN BLOOM.  

From Run Team ChiParks- WE Walk—Dr. Nicolopulos’ 5 tips 1 Hydrate like crazy! 2 Do a proper warm up.  

3 Stretching - Yes. after. 4 Don't exercise on an empty stomach. 5 Give yourself time to ramp up and ease into spring. P4 

 

Check out the Park District and Foundation websites for Senior and Fitness programs, healthcare plans. 

PROGRAMS IN JACKSON PARK-KIDS & ADULTS SPRING- APR 5-JUNE 16 find on line or social media 

or call the fieldhouse. 773-256-0903. At Jackson: new weight/fitness equipment and for kids or adults 

baseball, basketball, crocheting, fitness, gymnastics, pickleball, table tennis, track, walking club. Inside classes 

are limited to 15 in pods of 5 with then-applying COVID rules.  

Separately- golf caddy jobs and opps- https://jpgachicago.com,  https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/ . 

Wolfpack- for 9 to 10-year-olds who are interested in baseball, and for 6-year-olds who are interested in 

football: Baseball, call Coach Radcliffe (773-567-4727), Football, call Coach Morgan (773-367-2219)”. 

Construction and other Jobs and Business training and career Pipelines 

"The We Can Build It Consortium, an Obama Foundation initiative, was created to get more local residents 

involved in the building trades. We Can Build It is committed to building a pipeline of diverse talent that is not 

only equipped to build the Obama Presidential Center, but are also prepared to participate in future projects 

across the city. They have committed $850,000 to train 400 new apprentices from the South and West Sides. 

Outreach, test preparation, job placement, the consortium is ready to help any Chicagoan incl. youth—no 

matter their background or experience—establish a successful career in construction. Some paid. Learn more 

(& FAQs) at www.obama.org/opc-jobs#opcjobs. 

https://hire360chicago.com/opc/?utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Chicago%20wkly_03

1221&sfmc_s=22186, 

https://obamacenter.typeform.com/to/KYErv5tL?utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Chica

go%20wkly_031221&sfmc_s=22186.  

OTHER JOB TRAINING PIPELINES- city and many other job and contractor/vendor fairs.  

HIRE360 /NextGeneration is a huge such comprehensive program connected with many new projects coming 

to Chicago check 5th Ward Office or online. And OneSummerChicago jobs. 

 

We express our condolences to members and friends who have lost loved ones recently, including Sharon 

Lewis and Kenneth Newman. Also friends who passed away including Rudy Nimocks (March 16), who spent 

decades in policing, youth programming, and civic and community organizations in Woodlawn and Hyde Park. 

Congratulations to Nichols PAC- Connecting Communities Award ($500) South Region from CPF at the PAC 

Conference, for 4th on 53rd Parade and Picnic. The other $500 winners: Seward PAC (Central Region) for 

Stepping Under the Stars and Gompers PAC (North Region) for Art in the Parks Nature Mural. 

To Lauren Moltz, honored by Friends of the Parks for years of service, advocacy, programming at FOTP,parks.    

And to The Clarence Darrow Commemorative Committee. It meets at the bridge every March 13 10 a.m. This 

year’s readings from Darrow’s classic courtroom arguments are at https://darrowbridge.wordpress.com/.   

Women’s History Month! Find a YouTube playlist at the CPD website! 

Thanks to CPD & CPF for Conf, Workshops. Coming initiative: PAC to PAC mentorship and collaboration.  

 

 Park fixes Progress Checklist update. In the March Newsletter, we published a checklist of many 

features and structures that are in various stages of planning for rehabilitation down to having a holding spot 

on the Framework Plan. We are pleased that another, restoration of the historic Burnham firm-designed 

comfort station near Marquette/LSD/ 67th, 1905, long non-functional, is in planning with possible funds found, 

especially after heavy snow completed collapse of the roof and a suv knocked out support columns recently. 

Engineers say it would have to be rebuilt above the current water table and further away from the road.GO P5 
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Obama Center related project schedules + updates (more next month) GO 

The Obama Foundation and city indicated they are moving full ahead toward a virtual groundbreaking 

(early/mid-April?) for start of preliminary city and CPD work (of course unless the US Supreme Court issues a 

stop order). The more-than-hints include: On the training and construction fronts (see above) with the Lakeside 

Alliance, recent unveiling of the lettering at the top of the south and west fronts of the Museum (from President 

Obama’s 50th anniv. speech at the Edmund Pettus bridge in Selma in 2015 <https://www.obama.org/the-

center/exterior/>), multiple appearances and videos by Obama, and a major release/”comm.mtg.” #### 

FROM MARCH 2 COMM. ENGAGEMENT SESS: Samir Mayekar, Deputy Mayor said groundbreaking would 

coincide with start on completing the new Track and Field. (Existing track remains functional until new opens.) 

Lori Healy, ObF, said mobilization for OPC starts mid April or a little later and building starts in September.  

City removal of utilities (water, sewer, electrical) on site & edges- April 1, according to CPD Dir. of Plg. & Dev.  

Heather Gleason. April 1- road work related to the utilities, during off hours and involving rolling lane closures 

on Midway, Stony Island, Cornell and Hayes (some on Cornell curb lane longer for a pump station and sewer). 

Underway in that timeframe: the track, rehab. of ball fields, design of dog park*, start design for Iowa Bldg.  

Nathan Roseberry described the phasing of the road conversions, signals, and underpasses-- 

Lake Shore Drive lane c. Oct. 2021-Sep. 2022. Hayes and Stony Island Oct. 2021-cMarch 2023.  

A recording of the session was posted March 4 on the City of Chicago’s Federal Review of Jackson Park 

Improvements at chicago.gov/city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson-park-improvements.html. 

(CPD’s proposed dog park location per Lakefront Plan is so. of the Inner Harbor parking lot so. of Hayes w. of 

LSD. Public & stakeholder input including why and why the new location starts late spring/early summer.) 

In March Protect Our Parks filed a Petition for Certiorari to the U.S. Supreme Court based on claim of 2 errors 

by the 7th Court of Appeals panel, which rejected appeal last August and denied appeal to the full appellate 

court in October. The formal date for SCOTUS decision to accept or deny the petition is April 12.  

Various groups and individuals continue to propose various alternatives for parts or whole of the design or 

siting. We are grateful for their care, but those we have looked at appear to have their own drawbacks, 

diminish or preclude benefits, or seem unworkable—and they are not the one developed to work as one, was 

officially vetted with public process, and approved (with a suite of stipulations), and signed. 

PS, thanks, Erin Adams for a shadow-check for Women’s Garden—it will be shaded only in dormancy months. 

The Chicago Monuments Project public comment period continues, in what manner after April 1 is 

unclear. Small group sessions that some of us attended revealed divergent and yet thoughtful assessments of 
facts and consequences of future actions or solutions. There have been questions about process and what 
body will make the final decisions. Overall, those in charge chose not to prejudge, but have posed some 
strange-seeming choices with few details. Both the undertaking and many monuments (including our Republic) 
may have complex layers. (And there are reinterpretation models- e.g. Assn for Public Art, for Philadelphia.)    
Separately, a that has been suggested is: how each person honored advanced values we hold dear today vs. 
just went along with their times. Two approaches JPAC might consider based on past discussions: 
1. Enlarge the history that existing monuments tell by describing and adding more pictures and history around 
these monuments plus online or in moderator-interactive programs;  
2. Add more about strong women and strong black women and men with relevance to our park or community 
(and for both have OPC exhibits point to the spaces or  memorials).  
But despite possible new tours, on-lines, handouts, or signage, any physical monuments will silently speak 
their varied encoded meanings—clear or muffled--through the minds and experiences of their observers. GO 
               

Metra station 59
th

-60
th

 rebuild 106 review. JPAC has signed up as a consulting party in the 

Section 106 federal review of the rebuild which includes a new station at 60th. (A 60+ p document can be sent 
by the JPAC Secretary.) We believe this project, expected to start 2022-23, will be a major benefit to the parks 
and adjacent neighborhoods and institutions. Of course, we want to make sure it does not have negative 
effects on historic or other aspects of the parks and surrounding area of potential effects and that any such 
effects are mitigated. And we would like something done with the conjoined CN RR footprint, viewable from JP. 
Detailed historic assessment docs are expected about June. JPAC has made site visits and has photographed 
with other consulting parties. We will report on what we know at the April 12 meeting and later. GO               P6      
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Cherry blossoms, Japanese Garden, Disc Golf , walking- COME OUT AND PLAY 
By April 6 (a bit early) the grove of 120 cherry trees south of the MSI Columbia Basin and onto the north end of 
Wooded Island were springing in to bloom. These were originally planted beginning in 2013 by funds from 
Project 120 and the Chicago Japanese Chamber of Commerce to commemorate the Japanese presence at 
the 1893 World’s Fair and Japan’s gift of trees to the nation for Washington, D.C. 
On April 7th, large numbers of visitors from diverse Asian communities and more converged on the grove and 
Wooded Island to appreciate, reflect, photograph, or picnic. The annual spring visit (hanani) to the cherry 
blossoms (sakura) go back at least to 816 CE, celebrates renewal while reminding all of impermanence. While 
you can see at least some close from the parking lot south of MSi, best views and most trees are from the 
routes given for accessing Wooded Island and the Japanese Garden. Here are a few pictures of the grove 
taken April 7 by members of our educator team, these by Nancy Jones or Louise McCurry resp. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  
  
 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

The cherries tie in with the Garden of the Phoenix 

on Wooded Island south of the Nancy Hays Br.  
(Wooded Island, the restored Paul Douglas Nature Sanctuary, is 
one of the great places for birding, especially in the spring (peak 
May) and fall migratory bird seasons on the Mississippi Flyway. 
There are regular Audubon organized tours early weekend 
mornings year round.  
SKY LANDING (pictured below) designed by artist Yoko Ono is at the east end  of the garden complex. The 
metal lotus petals, nestled between two crescent mounds, symbolically encourages the sky to land and bless 
the earth bringing peace and cause the rebirth of the Phoenix and humankind. It is on the footprint of the 
Japanese Pavilion, (which replicated a temple dedicated to the phoenix bird) which stood here from the 
World’s Fair to 1946. You can write a peace wish by the entrance to the Garden proper. The entrance is called 
a Torii Gate (pictured below).  
At the Garden on weekends 12:30-3 you can pick up a handout guide (prep. By Trish Morse)-kiosk coming- 
and take a brief or longer orientation tour from the JPAC educators. We hope to have special cultural activities 
in the Garden (perhaps at the tea pavilion) and expand the program. In the garden pond be sure to see the koi 
(goldfish) now out of hibernation. Our full and ancillary history and nature tours in the park will expand as the 
season advances. If you would like to be a docent/educator, call Louise at 773-844-2225.     P7 

 

 

 

 

 



 
   Sky Landing with cherries in bloom April 6 2021  

   Below: Torii Gate f by Osaka Japan. Louise  McCurry 

 

   

    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Disc Golf, part of a new, low-impact sport trend, is proposed for Jackson Park. 
The new trend is to bring to parks temporary activities that are easy to set up and take down and are low 
impact on park space and turf (like the setup-takedown soccer in the Hayes Dr. fields.) DG is also easier 
(including for seniors) than regular golf. A few years back we introduced pickleball, a simpler form of tennis. 
This has become very popular and has become part of the regular JP CPD offerings at some of our outdoor 
tennis courts and in the fieldhouse. Disc golf is quite different from regular golf. You throw frisbees at one or 
succession of upright chain baskets that serve as “holes.” Both sports are now played as both local and 
tournament rotations in several places in Chicagoland and nationally. Nichols Park is the closest. Contacts are 
in the www.midwestdiscgolf.com website. Lead volunteer Tommy Inglis and Supervisor Bobbie Beckam will 
demonstrate the game at the April 12 JPAC mtg. Logistics of the pitch are being worked out will probably in the 
little-used grass area by the tennis courts east of Cornell Drive and south of Hayes Drive.  
One of many ways to THINK ABOUT PARK SPACES is to divide them into low, medium, or high in terms of 
impact and maintenance while also  being dedicated vs. flex/ passive. Track/field is at the high I and M end 
and dedicated; a baseball field is medium but dedicated, and the parts of a golf course vary.  
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JPAC Japanese Garden Educators in training 

enjoy a tea break in the Garden of the Phoenix 

Tea Pavilion (which suggests a Noh Theater 

platform). Pictured include Karen Szyjka, 

Garden Manager, Trish Morse, Andy Carter, 

Tommy Inglis, Spencer Bibbs. By Louse 

McCurry. Late March 2021. 

 

 

 

Tommy Inglis showing disc golf. Louise McCurry 

 

http://www.midwestdiscgolf.com/

