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THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of 

Jackson Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park 

District on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure 

programs); to encourage long-range planning; promote community use of 

park & program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com  incl. Re: forms. 

Send check made out to JPAC to JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles,  

6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.  

 

Garden of the Phoenix May 8 2021         GreenCorps Green Team members July 20 2020             

 

 

 

 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, 
Au 9, Sep 13, Oct 12, Nov 8 
Dec 13       BOARD  
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR 
Standard sug. membership $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com 773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
(Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.c

om 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes of the July 12 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting 

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 6:40 p.m. at the Iowa Building on 56th St. A total of 23 were 
present including 13 qualified members (exceeding a quorum). The Park District was represented by Farah 
Tunks. Tonight we celebrated more accomplishments.  
Minutes of the June meeting were introduced by Gary Ossewaarde and accepted as presented. 
Treasurer Anne Marie Miles was unable to attend. The report will be given next month. The balance is about 
$5,300. Disbursements include $150 from the special Dwight Powell plaque fund.  

Park care. Louise showed and thanked Lanita Ross for new signs from Alderman Hairston going up in the 
park and ward, “TRASH HAS ITS PLACE.” Louise said we should all stress the motto “IT’S OUR PARKS” – we 
have to take care of them. As an example, she shared pictures of piled sandbags and cleared drains, in an 
area between the Inner Harbor and the Drive with collapsing seawalls and flooding. We suggested the name 
for and participated heavily in CPF’s Pitch-In for the Parks. So far this year JPAC collected 1,287 bags of 
garbage and did numerous small repairs, graffiti removal, and cleanout of invasives including that choked 
trees. The Foundation is giving signs regarding fishing for park areas. Louise noted that many trees have died 
or fallen/blown over this year, and beavers are back at work- in numbers unusual for summer. Kenny Newman 
suggested we may need more red barrels for hot coals, which also kill trees- and signage there.  

Dwight Powell Hero Plaque. Louise showed the plaque, with a wooden base and black enameled brass 
plate. It will be hung on a wall in the fieldhouse in the PAC’s glass showcase. A recognition will be held when 
his family can be present. The remainder of the $315 was suggested to be used for a memorial garden to 
Dwight, perhaps at the Iowa Building.  
 
Annual certificates of award were given. Recipients said a few words. 
Farah Tunks, our Area Manager, now promoted to Central Region Manager- Ida B. Wells Leadership Award. 
Her legacy includes more and stronger PACs, all-area annual youth showcases, and new youth classes such 
as youth sand volleyball at 63rd beach and media marketing classes for youth at Washington. 
Trish Morse- Bertha Palmer Leadership Award for the Garden of the Phoenix docent programming and 
protection plan, site maps, and deep research/sharing of park history. She was cheered as “Hyde Park Trish.”  
Mary Anton- Jane Addams Leadership Award for promoting arts organizations in communities, working for 
strong PACs and defending the reputation of our parks, and bringing youth arts groups and concerts into the 
parks, including Hyde Park School of Dance, specifically at Make Music Chicago. 
Sonia Horvath, award as programs, communities and PACs manager for the Chicago Parks Foundation. Sonia 
said they have organized 429 programs in the parks this year from cleanup to Nights Out in the Park to 
corporate Green Teams and serve as fiscal sponsor for dozens of PACS.  
Others not present: Kuang-Hao Kuang (Make Music), Al Debonnett (Frederick Douglass). 
We also noted the spectacular recoveries of Fran Vandervoort (who was able to pop in) and Jerry Levy.  

Garden of the Phoenix. Karen Syzjka, CPD park projects manager, and Mike Dimitroff, arts initiative dir., 
gave an update on upgrades under study. Priority is security and stopping the night parties and worse. Karen 
and Mike shared concept design for sturdy high gates that cannot be gotten around, for the center of the north 
and south Wooded Island bridges. This is under design contract, but comment is wanted from the PAC. A 
concept drawing was shared. Having the gates in the center of the bridges make gates hard to circumvent and 
accommodates those who traditionally enjoy vistas, etc. from the bridges. The Island closes at dusk.  
Also, there is continuing consultation with the Japanese-born architect and consultants and organizations 
including the Japanese Consulate and the Japanese Cultural Center who oversaw previous renovation work 
(including the waterfall and new rocks) and recently reworked plants and paths and hosted the Children’s 
Festival. All of these are also involved in raising resources for Garden improvements. In seeking to match the 
present stroll garden with the original master plan and comparing it with other gardens, they found that it is 
hard here to have the passive, strolling-alone experience quintessential to a Japanese Garden. Large crowds 
already come, and when the Darrow Bridge and paths are re-made and the Obama Center open, there will be 
even more visitors. There will need to be a comfort station, considered now for west of the Darrow Bridge. Also 
there should be by the Garden gate a kiosk for control, sharing info/history/pictures of past eras and the 
Phoenix Pavilion and for docent-led activities. Karen and Mike anticipate paid staffing.  
Activities- Garden and Others        
Docent Rolf Pelkey showed the second of the Japanese arts and crafts being introduced at the entry to the 
Garden on select Sundays—GO. (The first was Haiku.) GO will be on 4th Sundays 2-4 p.m. starting July 25. 
GO is a game of aesthetics, cooperation, and mind-building. Ours can be an intergenerational experience.  P2 



 
Andy Carter said we could have more interactive and integrated intercommunity programs like Make Music, 
where different artists got to play together and involve the audience, like he and Thaddeus Tukes did.  

Disc Golf Exposition Aug. 9-15. Tommy Inglis announced Hyde Park Disc Golf won a grant from the McBeth 

Foundation for equipment, training, and a major tournament in Jackson Park. Pierre Nealon is training the 

daycamp boys and Andria Frink the daycamp girls so they can have practice and popup games by the 

fieldhouse and be ready for when the big folks come for tournament, which starts the afternoon of August 9 - 

Press day, ribbon cutting  and signings 1-3 with national champ Paul McBeth, followed by games and clinics 

(all daycamp kids are invited back and the public, most are centered at the fieldhouse, many at the new pitch)). 

More games afternoons and evenings. The main tournaments are on Saturday August 14 (with cookout) and - 

Big South Side Glide. and Sunday the15th. See more in the Newsletter below. Some pictures- 

https://www.facebook.com/DiscGolfChicago/photos/a.436487453883552/865194734346153/ 

BUILD A PITCH: All are invited to come Saturday July 17 morning or afternoon to help clear and make an 

informal 9-hole disc golf pitch in an overgrown and sometimes ill-used area east of Cornell and north of 

Marquette between tennis courts and the community garden. 

Play for the Parks Golf parks fundraiser tournament Thursday July 15. Sonia encouraged folks to join Louise 
as volunteers.  
Bowling Green. Saturday and Sunday mornings- Croquet, afternoons lawn bowling. Lakeside Club asks our 
members to check out these ancient sports of the elites that everyone can enjoy/ 
Jackson Park Yacht Club has spring, summer, and fall sailing and boat handling classes ages 8-18. All are 
currently full, but openings occur. (You must have swimming certification.) Check with Karen Harris at 

foundation_president@jacksonparkyachtclub.org. http://jacksonparkyachtclub.org/juniorsailingpro.html. 
Scholarships are available. They and JPAC are concerned about drownings and look to conduct a survey of 
youth readiness to safely interact with the water and of how many have had close calls. 
Natural Area workdays (check calendar in Newsletter). 
Pitch-In for the Parks Saturdays and Tuesdays 9:30, Walking Club Tuesday and Thursday 9:30. 
Watch for a Nature Photography Contest.  
Attendance 

Anton, M Lipinski, M Ross, L 

Bibbs, S McCurry, VL Schechter,  E 

Boyd-Clark, R Mills, F Starks, A 

Carter, A Morse, T Szyjka, K 

Dimitroff, M Murphy, J P Tunks, F 

Franke, J Newman, K Vandervoort, F 

Horvath, S Ossewaarde, G Unidentified, Janine 

Inglis, T Pelkey, R  

Moved to adjourn 8 p.m. Next meeting August 9 prob. fieldhouse outdoors.    P3 
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary 
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July 12 2021 JPAC meeting, Iowa Building.   Pics by Louise McCurry.  Left Trish Morse with Bertha Palmer Award.  

Center Farah Tunks, CPD Central Region Mgr. with I.B. Wells  Award. Right Mary Anton with Louise, Jane Addams Award.         
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Pierre Nealon, CPD instr., & Tommy Inglis show daycamp kids the  

           fine points of disc golf for upcoming games and tournament.         P4     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Play for the Parks golf tournament raises funds for parks. JPACers play, network. 
Play for the Parks is the Chicago Parks Foundation’s big annual participatory fundraiser. (Run for the Parks in 
the Chicago Marathon in October is another.) On July 15 over 300 park business and other supporters, CPD 
staff, PAC members, and Chicago golf associations converged on Jackson Park Golf Clubhouse on a decent 
weather day.  
The CPD was represented by Superintendent and CEO Michael P. Kelly, Director of Programming Alonzo 
Williams, Director of Facilities Robert Arlow, and others. This event is an opportunity to reach out beyond our 
regular circle to folks who may not know much about our park or who can help us.  
The Chicago Parks Foundation was represented by Executive Director Willa Lang, President Mike Smith, 
Community Dir. Sonia Horvath, and staff. Brian Colgan hosted for course management Indigo Golf.  
The golfing associations included First Tee of Greater Chicago (which conducted a youth tournament in the 
morning), Jackson Park Golf Association, Jackson Park Ladies Golf Association, and Chicago Parks Golf 
Alliance. These included JPAC members- coaches Craig Bowen, Cassandra Curry, Patricia Harper, Tracy 
Raoul and husband, and member and CPGA leaders Brian Hogan (also a JPAC member) and Beau Welling 
and Mike Ruemmler and area golf planning coordinator and JPAC member Al Debonnett. Also playing was 
Mulbe Dillard IV, US collegiate golfer of the year and now turned pro. Several Jackson Park Caddies also 
played. Michael Stautmanis, Obama Foundation Community Engagement Director was also among the 
notables. 
 
JPAC volunteers did everything from helping with the swag and prizes to handing out treats at the hole-in-one 
holes (alas, no one won that-$1,000, although Tracy Raoul won the ladies longest drive.) Our Volunteers were 
Al Debonnett, Jay Franke, Tommy Inglis, Louise McCurry, Gary Ossewaarde, and Esther Schechter. Playing 
members included Craig Bowen, Al Debonnett, and Charles Newsome.  

And the carts are off in caravan to their holes in the “schamble.”  Chicago Parks Foundation Pres. Mike Smith. 

About 4 ½ hours for the last foursome to clear. Then buffet, awards, speeches. Ctr unidentified. CPF Exec. Rt. Director Willa Lang.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Hogan, CPGA and  Beau Welling, TWR design .    

Emerging golf star Mulbe Dillard IV. Tracy Raoul, JPGA Pres. Al Debonnett and Tommy Inglis, JPAC plus     

Esther Schechter, Gary Ossewaarde JPAC Sec. 
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Sonia Horvath, CPF with swag      Robert Arlow, CPD Facilities Dir 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Coming up: Calendar for play & work

 Special in the Japanese Garden 
July 25, 2-4 and 4th Sundays after. William Shehan 
of Japanese Culture Center - 2nd place in div. US GO 
Tourn. introduces our 2nd window to intellectual and 
pastime life in Japan, the ancient game of GO. 
Garden entr. Thereafter 4th Suns. With expert Rolf 
Pelsky, others. More activs will be scheduled or pop 
up -we’ll let you know. Meantime, our Garden of the 
Phoenix docents are at the Garden entrance 
Saturdays and Sundays c12:30-3 to orient, give 
handouts (more in design), and at times brief tours. 
One of the stone lanterns is fixed and back.  

Disc Golf Exposition and tournament early August-all invited 
The Hyde Park Disc Golf Association will hold games, clinics, press events and more from August 9 (3 p.m. 
public opening) through August 15. Kick-off point will be the lots at NE corner 63rd (Hayes) and Cornell, with 
some events at the demonstration 9-hole course being prepared east of Cornell Drive between the tennis 
courts and garden by Marquette Drive. Free except Sat. Aug. 14 “South Side Glide” (sold out.)  
August 9 1:30 & 3-7:30 has the press event and ribbon-cutting with U.S. champ Paul McBeth, Pres. of the 
McBeth Foundation, which made a major gift to the Exposition including equipment and getting disc golf 
started in Jackson Park and Chicago, with other stars and dignitaries. Daily games, clinics, clubs incl. Aug. 12 
Women’s, Saturday, August 14 watch the tournament also will be streamed (food trucks/cookout available).  
Sunday the 15th local teams compete and there will be beginner clinics. Note, most of the work (and focus of 
JPAC workdays recently) has been the 9-hole demo pitch- thanks inter alia to Eagle Scouts 599.  
FULL SCH NEXT PAGE. Background: https://udisc.com/blog/post/forces-unite-in-effort-to-bring-disc-golf-to-
chicago. Visit https://hydeparkdiscgolf.com for updates (look for Chicago Disc Golf Exposition), plus descr. of 
specialized games. Email Tommy Inglis and Kasey Klipsch from their Facebook page, 
facebook.com/hydeparkdiscgolf, email them at hydeparkdiscgolf@gmail.com or simply drop by their 
Wednesday matches near the Nichols Park tennis courts, Kimbark and E. 54th St., from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
The disc-frisbees of various weights also have QR codes linking to instructional and tip materials.  
Under a Professional Disc Golf Association Diversity and Outreach Grant, HPDG held a pop up demo 
at Sky Landing by the Japanese Garden during the Children’s Day Festival, passed out 250 discs at 
4th of 53rd, set up temporary and long-term pitches at various locations, and will host a game at the 
University of Chicago Police annual Night Out August 3. NOTE-another pitch is open weekdays by 
the JP Driving Range. 
Thanks, Tommy, Alex Seminary of Disc Golf Chicago, and Louise for organizing this activity that fills a gap 
between + broadens our major sports. GO TO NEXT PAGE (P 7) for Exposition schedule and map.  

 

General Events Cal. SEE PD UPCOMING EVENTS, CLASSES ON PAGE 13. (Follow COVID rules.)   

Tuesdays and Saturdays 9:30- Pitch-In for the Parks. An hour or 2 of light cleanup work while walking. Meet at 
the fieldhouse. Please sign up for your day and the volunteer waiver with https://chicagoparksfoundation.org.  
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9:30- Walking Club with Andrea Frink. Diff. routes and regimens. Fldhouse.  
SEE REVISED PITCH IN SCHEDUE PAGE 13.  
Monday August 9, 7 p.m. Jackson Park Advisory Council regular monthly meeting- by fieldhouse.  
Saturday August 14 9-noon- Bobolink Meadow Workday. https://bobolinkvolunteers.org.  
Sat Aug 21 (3rd Sat thru Nov) 10-noon. 63rd beach nat area- near cap. Elim 1000# trash, new invasives.  
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  
August 20 OpenLands and Hyde Park TreeKeepers holds inventory of the trees of Midway Plaisance, 9:30-
12. Link to register- https://cerv.is/m?0254gGQ3eJY.  
Jackson Park Yacht Club sailing lessons continue through fall- see Minutes on p3 for links re: any openings. 
TEENS 16-24 who want to PERFORM IN THE TIP (Teens in the Park) FEST OCTOBER 2 Union Park. Final 
audition at Midway visit and find registration at the CPD website.  
 
HUNGRY IN THE PARK? Reggie’s on the Beach is open by the east end of the Beachhouse 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Jackson Park Yacht Club serves lunch or supper Wed 5-7, Th & Fri 11-1:30, Fri dinner 5-9, Sat & Sun brunch 
9-2, Sat dinner 6-8. 6400 S. Promontory Drive.  
Jackson Park Golf Clubhouse- coffee, hot dogs and other light fare. SW of Hayes/Richards (Golden Lady).  P6 
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Chicago Disc Golf Exposition (adapted from https://discgolfchicago.com) 
Monday, August 9, 2021 3:00 PM --Sunday, August 15, 2021 5:00 PM (See course map next page) 

Jackson Park 1686 East Hayes Drive Chicago, IL, 60649/6300 S, United States .  (Also 9-hole temp. course go so. on east side 

Cornell.) Convening/Headquarters is east of the parking lot NE of  Hayes and Cornell- tournament course is east of there . 

COVID rules will be in place, including requested masking, separation, hand cleaner.  
A week-long exposition to introduce Chicago to the sport we love. The ultimate goal is to drive community support behind permanent 

disc golf courses in the city of Chicago. Our first focal point is Hyde Park.  

Monday, August 9th – 1:30-3 Meet and greet with dignitaries STARTS AT THE FIELDHOUSE 6401 S. Stony I. and moves to the 

demonstration 9-hole pitch in the 6400 block east of Cornell. 

3:00 - 7:30pm (Notices at fieldhouse and website will direct to locations)  

Opening Ceremony with Paul McBeth and Pro Clinics  

Kicking off our week-long event with a bang. 5X World Champion, Paul McBeth will be joined by Zoe AnDyke & Dustin Keegan of 

Uplay Disc Golf for the ribbon cutting.  

3:00 - Ribbon Cutting and Opening Ceremony. Vendor Booths and Fun Zone open. AT 63
RD

/HAYES-CORNELL PKG & FUN CTR. 

3:15-3:45 - UPlay Kid's Clinic w/ Zoe Andyke, Dustin Keegan 

4:00 -5:00 - Pro Meet and Greet  

6:00-7:00 - Advanced Clinic .  

 

7:15 – Raffle 

 7:30 - Event close (or drop by Jackson Park Advisory Council meeting –starts 7:00 in front of the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony I. 

8:30 - Disc Golf Trivia @ The Woodlawn (Tap)  1172 E. 55
th
 St.- Hosted by Jason Callahan, Baig of Tricks Entertainment 

Tuesday, August 10th - 5:00-7:00 pm 

Disc Golf 101 - Kid's Night with Circle One Disc Golf Club 

Circle One Disc Golf Club, based in Mokena, is the host of the Illinois Junior Championships, plus they run weekly events with kids. 

They will be running a Disc Golf 101 instructional session followed by fun games with prizes for kids. 

Wednesday, August 11th - 5:00-7:00 pm 

Hyde Park Disc Golf Night  

Meet the club that started it all! This welcoming group of dads is bringing disc golf to the South Side. Play the games that they run 

weekly on Wednesdays in Hyde Park’s Nichols Park, 54
th

 and Kimbark. 

https://hydeparkdiscgolf.com/disc-golf-games/ 

Thursday, August 12th - 5:00-7:00 pm 

Women's Night with Birdie Babes  

Birdie Babes is the premier women's disc golf club in Illinois, and they’re excited to connect with other women in Chicago. They will 

host the evening with socializing, instruction, and friendly competition.  

Friday, August 13th - 5:00-7:00 pm 
Chicagoland Disc Golf Club Bash  

Prominent clubs of the Chicagoland disc golf scene will gather all in one place for meet and greets and fun competitions. 

Saturday, August 14th - 8:00-5:00 pm- assembling at lot NE of Hayes/Cornell (6300 S.), course is to east on soccer fields. 

South Side Glide - $30 Registration Fee 

Chicago's first-ever disc golf tournament. Taking place on a temp course in historic Jackson Park. This trophy-only, unsanctioned 

event features 3 divisions; Upper, Lower, and Women.  

***All men’s divisions SOLD OUT. Women’s division has limited or no availability*** 

Sunday, August 15th - 10:00-4:00 pm 

Discmania 3 Disc Challenge - Free to play. Also will be at the tournament course east of 63
rd

 Cornell. 

Flex-start tournament geared towards local community members, especially new players. 1 round of 9 holes will be played on a 

temporary course in Jackson Park. Registration is available in advance and throughout the week. Walk-ups are available depending on 

course availability. Prizes for the best scores for each age and gender division. 

              P7 
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MAP OF THE MAIN TOURNAMENT COURSE  

(East side of Cornell at Hayes Dr. 1 block east of Stony Island at 6300 S.) 
Weekends – very limited street parking on Hayes or lots along it.  

To get to Saturday’s smaller secondary course to the southeast follow instrs and use care crossing roads.  
Follow signage regarding water and toilets. Dress for the weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The separate 9-hole pitch is being prepared at 6400-6500 S. Cornell. Cross Hayes at the corner south from the 63
rd

 
parking lot and walk south on path on east side of Cornell, past the tennis courts. (Do not cut across active golf course.)      
 

Clearing and setting up baskets and tees at 9-hole course with Eagle Scouts 599, other vols.                            P8            

 
  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 



Safety and drowning at our beaches                 

PAC is collaborating with a Lurie Children’s Hospital and partner’s research study, led by Dr. Michele 
Macy, to gauge readiness and experience of South Side communities to safely swim in and play 
along the waters of Lake Michigan and pools. We have a survey we would like to hand out and collect 
at our beaches this summer, and send to members and friends electronically. 
We noted last month that a National Opinion Research Center study has shown that cost and a host 
of disparities discourages a large number Chicago kids, especially on the South Side from learning to 
swim and hence enjoy the waters and learn water activities such as boating. Many programs are 
available free or at low costs, including this fall the Park District’s 10-week Learn to Swim First. But 
many don’t know about these, swimming is not priorized, or lessons are hard to get to. A discussion 
at a JPAC meeting in early 2020 came up with some ideas to turn this around.  
Here are some reasons learning to swim is important for whenever one is near the Great Lakes. 
Based on a report in the Chicago Sun-Times July 6,  Great Lakes drownings set a record in 2020, 
108 vs. 97 the year before. (Since 2010 978 have died in the Great Lakes.) As of July 2, 32 had died 
in the Great Lakes this year vs. 25 by July 4 2020. In Lake Michigan, which has the largest number of 
drownings, there were 15 as of the date this year vs. 12 in 2020, so on pace to possibly set another 
record. And this is without counting the “near drownings” which Lurie Hospital has been seeking to 
document, understand, and find partners to help combat.  
The Great Lakes Surf Rescue Project has recently issued a warning and an explainer video on 
currents and other risks in the Great Lakes. https://glsrp.org.  Note- one does not have to be in big 
water—one can drown easily in a harbor, harbor inlet, lagoon, pond, or pool.  Be aware of conditions, 
forecasts such as in the Park District website, red and yellow flags, instructions of lifeguards (many 
beaches are not guarded), and be aware of who is in your group- check on them frequently.  

Speaking of barriers to getting to the beaches and lakefront, can we rethink the steep holiday surge parking 

prices- in some cases for lots miles from any shore? Could there be a better answer? 

The new Track and Field. CPD Board initiates 45-day comment period for 

proposed naming of the new facility for Bob Pickens.  
At its July meeting the CPD Board of Commissioners passed a resolution opening up for public comment for 

the next 45 days naming of the soon to be opened Jackson Park Track and Field for Robert J. Pickens. As set 

forth in the resolution, Pickens was an All-American football and wrestling star, including in the 1964 Tokyo 

Olympics where he was the first American wrestler and won 6th place in the World. He also was an Offensive 

Tackle notably with the Chicago Bears 3 years in the late 1960s. After his retirement as a player, he used his 

experience and business degree to promote equity and inclusion in an array of sports and businesses 

including through officiating for the Big Ten and mentoring for decades. In 2000 he joined the CPD Board and 

was elected Vice President in 2005. He advanced minority and women participation in park district 

procurement, engagement of youth in art conservation, naming of sports and other facilities for minority 

heroes, worked on the renovation of all playgrounds-- as accessible, and the Special Recreation program. He 

periodically challenged General Superintendents and other officers with a giant map of Jackson Park, always 

up in his office—how are you going to revive this park? JPAC and its community were especially pleased by 

his facilitation (with Commissioner Margaret Burroughs) of naming the mezzanine of the 63rd St. Beach 

Pavilion for former JPAC president Eric Hatchett who fought for its restoration and youth programs.  

President McCurry has shared the resolution with numerous JPAC members and others, and, with no 

objection, will send a letter of support on behalf of JPAC.  

A proposed naming of a park or a park feature shall be effective only upon a majority vote of the Board of 

Commissioners. Anyone can send their comment on this naming (by c. end of August) to 

lca@chicagoparkdistrict.com or upload to the CPD Notice Page at 

https://chicagoparkdistrict.granicusideas.com/projects, or call 312.742.4762 or write to the Chicago Park 

District, Dept. of Legislative & Community Affairs, 541 N. Fairbanks, Chicago, Illinois 60611.  

JPAC’s letter of support is on page 11.         P9 
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Army Corps evaluation Study of long-term shoreline needs closer to approval 

 
A detailed feature in the Hyde Park Herald Digest July 19 reports U.S. Army Corps of Engineers project 
manager Michael Padilla confirming that a half million dollars has been included in President Biden’s proposed 
2022 budget for the long-term needs and feasibility study, Chicago Shoreline General Reevaluation Report 
(GRR), part of the Chicago Shoreline Protection Project  
<https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts./cdot/supp_info/shoreline_protectionproject.html>. 
Padilla said work is proposed to begin in October 2021 (when the new fiscal year starts) and finish within three 
years at a total cost of $3 million. First, the city (CDOT) and park district must agree to fund the 50% non-
federal share and Congress has to pass the appropriations bill or a continuing resolution that allows start.  
The entire Shoreline Project runs from Wilmette to the Indiana line. The segments/sections open for 
reevaluation at this time and under this GRR are Promontory Point and areas of flooding from LaRabida/67th to 
73rd including opposite the South water intake and plant (thus parts of Jackson and South Shore Cultural 
Center Parks). But it is not limited to these areas, and the study will see it it is in the government’s interest to 
include other areas with storm damage. These studies usually look at what effective steps might be feasible, 
up to the point where additional work would not be effective or cost-effective. When it comes to planning to do 
actual work, the projects would come under National Environmental Policy Act review, including for mitigations, 
and, where on the National Register of Historic Places or Eligible for nomination, then federal historic review 
such as Section 106. Promontory Point (now on the National Register) was said to be included in the GRR 
study because its redesign was never finalized (cf Morgan Shoal’s which was and so will not be re-studied. 
Public notice and outreach regarding the study areas will begin within the first year.  

Obama Foundation, feds, city file briefs against injunctive delay of groundbreaking, 

work; arguments heard by Judge Blakey but no decisions As of July 21: 

I. In response to the filing of Protect Our Park’s latest lawsuit in federal court, the Foundation filed for summary 

dismissal, the plaintiff filed for injunction on work at or related to the Center, scheduled to start August 16, and 

the Foundation has now filed its brief against halting the latter. The Foundation alleges that any halt while the 

suit proceeds, no matter how short, would cause huge and catastrophic damage to the foundation and its 

donors, the contractors and related sets of businesses, and communities and their investors, and said instead 

of spurring investment in surrounding communities could drive it into reverse. They pointed to the very tricky 

scheduling needed to get around winter, migratory bird seasons and down to arrangements with museums that 

are contracted to hold any artifacts found. Delays, they said, would stretch into months and make the project in 

Jackson Park or anywhere else perhaps impossible. The planning and design millions were site-specific and 

would have to start over. 

The Foundation argues that the plaintiff is making the same state-law challenges it made in the suit that was 

rejected. Also, that plaintiffs cannot establish the suit will succeed, and cannot show they will suffer the 

asserted “permanent and irreparable harm”, especially since the park damages cited were recognized and 

dealt with in the reviews. The Foundation also argues against plaintiff’s argument that the reviews were 

mishandled, particularly that the reviewing agencies should have displaced local decision-making and used the 

review (despite the reviews legal limitations) to force a new site to be chosen. The federal agencies filed briefs 

also (under Pete Buttigieg et al): citing the laws governing the various review agencies and copious case law 

said to be showing the plaintiff is unlikely to succeed in its claims; evaluations and decisions were not arbitrary; 

the agencies were not required to revisit site selection, and an injunction is not in the public interest. 

One amici curiae briefs on behalf of the Foundation included over 60 organizations and institutions. The 

University of Chicago filed one also, as did a combination of the Commercial Club, The Chicago Urban League 

and Chicago Community Trust. One was filed by 16 Chicago area museums including DuSable and MSI.     

II. July 20 Judge John Robert Blakey, who dismissed the first case, held a hearing with the lawyers on both 

sides. Much of the argument was over the judge was asked to review everything starting with the city council’s 

siting of the OPC in Jackson Park, and evaluate/decide between sites,  and whether federal agencies and the 

reviewers have authority to second-guess a non-federal legislative action. There were also questions and 

disagreements about whether the harms had been sufficiently accounted for and countered and attempts by 

plaintiffs to bring in new alleged harms to new interests. Judge Blakey made no rulings at that time.       P10              
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Here are links to the filings by plaintiff and government related to injunction, heard July 20, and furnished in the 

Hyde Park Herald Digests:  

POP motion for injunction 

https://www.hpherald.com/motion-for-preliminary-injunction/pdf_42a4205e-e9a5-11eb-9ccb-97b703250464.html 

Federal response 

https://www.hpherald.com/federal-response-to-preliminary-injunction-motion/pdf_54c8ed78-e9a5-11eb-b14e-

fba666ebf792.html 

City/CPD response 

https://www.hpherald.com/city-response-to-preliminary-injunction-motion/pdf_62f19bfc-e9a5-11eb-89e6-

5b2c2022ffea.html. 

Workday of the month- July 20-Green Youth Corps, Chicago Area Realtors 
Several workdays and work activities were held, including the clean up and prepare disc golf sote July 17 plus. 

The Workday July 20 with Green Corps Youth led by Armani Thomas, with and Chicago Area Realtors (a CPF 

Green Teams) seems to have been very ambitious and went into areas seldom touched, or that experienced 

fast overgrowth and limb blow down and use for wild parties and activities this spring. Louise writes:  

Today I had the honor of leading Green Corp Youth in restoring the overgrown 63rd and DuSableLSD lawn tennis , 

soccer scrimmage, foot racing, and overland bike racing fields for youth sports. I  also had the honor of leading the 

Chicago Area Realtors Association in clearing the trash, dime bags, condoms, and burned park benches and burned 

dumpsters and invasives from our Jackson Park Youth Disc Golf Fields at 65th and Cornell.   

Parks that are in good repair, clean, with… active youth sports activities - deter criminal activity and increases the safety 

and increases the property  values of the surrounding community. Teaching our urban youth the green  skills of 

maintaining our  valuable park green space  ensures that our urban parks will flourish and reverse climate climate change 

and global warming. Teaching what and how to plant trees, removing invasive species, planting appropriate native  

species, recycling and preserving water resources…are all legacy skills we must teach our youth.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rt.Louise, Anne Marie. Gary planning at  

brunch, Jackson Park Yacht Club 7/18 
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Correspondence and letters of support 

Urban Forestry Advisory Board 
On July 22, Louise McCurry wrote a letter of thanks on behalf of JPAC to Alderman Leslie Hairston (5th) for her 

support of the Urban Forestry Advisory Board Ordinance on June 25, in response to Openlands’ release and 

encouragement to thank our aldermen. We extend the thanks to all aldermen, who passed the Ordinance 

unanimously, and Hyde Park and other TreeKeepers and advocates who supported the Ordinance. JPAC by 

assent supported the Ordinance brought to our attention by HP TreeKeeper and steward Nancy Joseph at the 

June JPAC meeting.  

In the past, JPAC secured with Ed Uhler the mandate for a Jackson Park Forestry Management Plan in the 

2000 South Lakefront Plan, and a full inventory in conjunction with Chicago Wilderness region survey, much 

directed by Jerry Levy, our Wooded Island steward. The inventory was updated for part of the park as part of 

the GLFER Project 2014 on and NEPA federal reviews 2017 forward. Jackson Park has 4 formal natural areas 

and other sections, with extensive and diverse, multi-ecozone lagoon and wetland to upland, plus historically-

designed and more recently designed landscaping, and a well-kept community garden. GO 

July 22, 2021 

Dear Alderman Hairston: 

On June 25th, the Urban Forestry Advisory Board (UFAB) Ordinance passed unanimously through Chicago City Council, 

and we want to thank all the Alderpersons that co-sponsored or expressed their support for this legislation.  

 

Thanks to the passage of UFAB, Chicago will finally have a governing board to oversee decision-making related to trees 

and to ensure that all areas of the city have a robust and healthy tree canopy. It is an important piece of a broader effort to 

improve public health, create safer, more livable neighborhoods, address heat islands, and combat the sweeping effects of 

climate change. 

We want to give a special shout-out to the more than 1,000 Openlands TreeKeepers who helped advocate with their local 

Alderpersons. Our success would not be possible without their tireless advocacy! 

Natural and man-made threats are overwhelming our ability to sustain Chicago’s public trees. Trees face growing threats 

from pests like the emerald ash borer, diseases like oak wilt and Dutch elm, and increasingly extreme weather. 

Additionally, funds to prune trees and plant new ones have been constrained, while removals of healthy trees have 

surprisingly increased. This leaves Chicago’s trees in a precarious place – in the path of devastating natural threats 

without the political support or financial resources to sustain them. 

The creation of the Urban Forestry Advisory Board brings us one step closer to the creation of a resilient urban forest in 

Chicago. This Board will bring together agency heads, arborists, community leaders, and elected officials to   coordinate 

efforts and discuss ways to sustain and grow the City’s tree canopy. It will identify opportunities to supplement public 

funds with private donations, increase public education  , and recommend needed changes to City laws.  

 

Again Thank You for supporting the Urban Forestry Board! 

 

Louise McCurry, JPAC President and Treekeeper 

For the Jackson Park Advisory Council  

               
JPAC - Jackson Park Advisory Council supports the naming of our new Jackson Park Track and Field in Honor of Bob Pickens 

July 22, 2021. To the Chicago Park District Board: 

We are honored to support the naming of our new Jackson Park Track and Field in Honor of previous  Chicago Park 

District Board  Commissioner and Vice President - Bob Pickens.   VP Pickens advocacy for youth sports programs and 

facilities was known city wide. Our Jackson Park youth and their families will be inspired by his compelling personal story 

and national achievements.   He encouraged and supported our Jackson Park youth athletes.  We look forward to the 

unanimous adoption  of Bob Pickens name for our new  Jackson Park Field by the Chicago Park District Board. 

Gratefully, 

Louise McCurry JPAC President for the Jackson Park Advisory Council         P12 

 



ADDENDUM- REVISED PITCH-IN WORKDAY SCHEDULE FOR AUGUST 

& CPD PROGRAMS – FALL BACK INTO THE PARKS NOW UP ONLINE 

1. Due to the -Disc Golf Tournament August 9-15 there will be NO Pitch In that week. 

2. Beginning Saturday August 21 – Pitch In Saturday start times will move back to 11 am. (Tues stay the 

same, 9:30) Note- follow the Park District COVID protocols in effect at the time.  

 

Sat -August 7  9:30  

Sat-August 14 NO PITCH IN due to Disc Golf 

Tournament 

Sat- August 21  11:00 

Sat August 28   11:00 

Sat -Sept 4        11:00 

 

Tuesday August 3    9:30 

Tuesday August 10 NO Pitch In  due to Disc Golf 

Tournament 

Tuesday August 17  9:30 

Tuesday  August 24 9:30 

Tuesday  August 31 9:30 

 

 
Fall back into the Parks.  Up on PD website. Online reg open Aug 16-17, in person Aug 21 Sneak Peak opens Aug. 9 

Most programs and classes start week of Sept. 7 

view- 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_ 

Register https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/programs-memberships/program-registration-

dates?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e9c47bfcec-413d0a88cd-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=413d0a88cd&mc_e

id=e8d6fc3f17  

Notice tht the website is refreshed with more options to find what you’re looking for and register.  

Learn changes- https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/events/registration-

instructions?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e9c47bfcec-413d0a88cd-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=413d0a88cd&mc_e

id=e8d6fc3f17 

Notice new masking and other COVID protocols.  

TIP Fest- Teens in the Park 2021- Free Youth Talent Showcase. With the John Walt Foundation. 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/tip-fest October 2 at Union Park 

Final Audition August 21 for ages 14-24 at Midway Plaisance Park, 1150 E. Midway Plaisance 

Learn about and register here- https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/tip-

fest?fbclid=IwAR0JwbXc6YBQWDxVdplvlUBSbCdwF6rc51NJM_Qc8PILsfZbxt3kHG9OVIs&utm_source=Chicago+Park+Dist

rict+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e9c47bfcec-413d0a88cd-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=413d0a88cd&mc_e

id=e8d6fc3f17 

Saturday Morning Track and Field Basics Clinics. 90 minute sessions, ages 6-10 and 11-14.  

Gately Park Field and Stadium,  744 E. 103rd St. August 7-28. Park District website or  

https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/chicagoparkdistrict/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&locale=en-

US&activity_select_param=2&activity_keyword=Track%20%26%20Field%20Basics%20Clinic%20Partnership%20at%20G

ately&viewMode=list            P13 
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