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NEXT JPAC MTG., MON. AUG. 8,7PM JP Fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony I Ave. 

2nd Mons. Tonight in the Gym or outside depending on weather, heat. PLEASE ARRIVE 6:45 to fill in 

Membership application (if haven’t before) and sign in incl. w. email so we can notify you. All are welcome at 

our meetings. You become a voting member when doing as above and attending your 3rd meeting in prec. 12 

months. We observe CPD rules on COVID protocols and CPD PAC Guidelines and PAC and CPD Codes of 

Conduct.  Pick up agenda, other materials at the meeting. People in the Park peakers may email the 

president- number, time for speakers is limited.  

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 

1      NEXT MEETING, MISSION, LINKS. Directory continues on P2 

2-4   CALENDARS-- EVENTS, WORK/STEWARDSHIP DAYS, PUBLIC MEETINGS  

4-8   NEWS, UPDATES and CONSTRUCTION/TRAFFIC UPDATES  

9-10 SUMMER EXTRA- WOODED ISLAND STEWARDSHIP CADRE and picture gallery 

10-11  special notice and JULY MEETING MINUTES    

 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson Park through which information regarding 

JP can be shared ; to advise and make recommendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park 

maintenance and other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs; to encourage long-range planning 

for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s programs and facilities at JP; to increase community 

awareness by involving all segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and implementation of 

JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park. 

 

Below: In the Garden. CPF Play for the Parks golf tournament. Path making at the Iowa Bldg.  

 

 

 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS! 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
Recommended  :https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ 

https://jacksonparkwildflowers.org.   
Construction and traffic updates https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/  
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Calendars  ONGOING / SPECIAL EVENTS 
GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX. Sky Landing welcomes, blooms, special trees 

&plant, ancient rocks, artifacts dazzle in the Japanese Garden. And follow 

paths, overlooks thru the Wooded Island’s restored habitat (pick up tree ID at 

Island bridges). Weekends, Garden greeters & docents answer your 

questions, and on special days engage in Japanese arts, activs. Avail- 

annotated map. Occas. fests by Chicago Japanese cultural orgs including 

forest-bathing walks with haiku. View the mending/healing installation by 

Japanese artist Mami Takahashi, south end of north bridge & by the Garden.  

DOCENT POSITIONS ARE NOW OPEN. Contact the President. 

DRUMS FOR PEACE, STRESS RELEASE JULY 20 3-5PM 63RD BEACH 

Free. Bring chair. Night Out in the Parks, Yr of Dance, Myron Mills Project. 

(July 15 4-6 at Harris Park and July 22 6-8 at Jesse Owens Park) 

DISC GOLF play, work scheds hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com 

or tommyinglis@gmail.com. Play Tues. evenings 64-6500 east of Cornell. 

Workdays select Saturdays.  

LAWN BOWLING weekends. Also croquet, archery (Sun aftern.). 5800 

DLSD https://www.facebook.com/lakesidelawnbowling/ 

CPD SUMMER (soon Fall) PROGRAMS. Search the Park District site or 

call the fieldhouse 773-256-0903 for classes July 5-mid-August for kids 

through adults. Pickleball, ping pong, weights esp. pop. for adults.  

Citywide choose from over 1000 free events from movies to theatre, 

music, dance/ dancing. www.nightoutintheparks.com or the My CHI  app.  

FOR KIDS AND YOUTH – My CHI. My Future. App.  

  

CHICAGO PARKS FOUNDATION, https://www.chicagoparksfoundaton.org,) 

45 min. Walk w a Future Doc-Alt. Sats st 7/23, 10 at Promontory Point 

Wallach Fountain\\ October 9 Bank of America Marathon Team ChiParks 

https://www.chicagoparksfoundtion.org/marathon.  Incl. training, perks.   

 

OLMSTED AT 200- ANNIVERSARY.  

Area wide programs include a virtual exhibit by the Washington Park 

Camera Club, “South Park Then and Now”, hosted in Hyde Park Historical 

Society’s website, https://hydeparkhistory.org. Take Tours of Jackson, 

Washington Parks and the Midway with historian Julia Bachach var. Sats. 

through Aug. 6. Terra Foundation/Art Design Chicago. For sched/more 

HPHS websie or https://Olmsted200.org or 

https://www.artdesignchicago.org/adcnow/south-park-then-and-now.  

Nat’l Assn Olmsted Parks- https://www.olmsted.org, https://naop.org.  

DOING DAYS  
PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. Chicago Parks Foundation, which provides 

supplies. 1+ hr. cleanups/projects as you walk and learn about your park. 

Tues. 10:30, Sat. 10:30 or11 thr. Oct. Weather- check fieldhouse 773 256-

0903 or Louise 773 844-2225. Meet at the Fieldhouse. GROUPS MUST 

PREREGISTER. Indivs. asked to-foundation website/pitch-in (find park) then 

sign the waiver at https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/waiver or on loc. 

This is our PAC’s main reg. sched. workday program. We welcome partner 

groups for specials (schools, orgs, corps ((CPF Green Teams))).   P2 

DIRECTORY 
 
JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, 
Aug 8, Sep 12, Oct 12?, Nov. 14  
 
BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021 
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 

 
Ask about vol. contribution (no 
relationship to membsp) Anne 
Marie Miles- milesesq@aol.com  

 
CONTACTS President-  

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
VP spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treasurer) 
milesesq@aol.com  
773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Secretary, 
Newsletter, mail list) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 

garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 

Membership Mary Anton 

antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com  

Stewards: Wooded Island Jerry 

Levy sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  

Bobolink Norm Bell/Gail Parry 

normwbell@gmail.com  

www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  

Columbia B  NancyJoseph  

njoseph2008@aol.com  

63
rd

 Beach NatA  Edw Warden  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  

 

Chicago Park District- 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 

Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 

South Region Mgr. Maya Solis  

312 747 747-7661,  

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton 

demitrice.seaton@ cpd website 

Security 312 747-2193 

Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.o

rg  Our Fiscal agent is the 

Chicago Parks Foundation, 501c3  
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JULY 23, SATURDAY. 9:30 am-. We have 2 Pitch In for the Parks today. 9:30 if you would like to join 

with the Dawn Milhouse Foundation, meet at the fieldhouse  At 10:30 7/23 is our regular PIFTP at 

fieldhouse. Be sure to bring water. Note-DIGITAL NINJA and MY BLOCK-MY HOOD-MY CITY workday and 

festival has moved to Rainbow Park 

HP DISC GOLF ALSO does overgrowth rem, other WORK SEL SATS. tommyinglis@gmail.com.  

JACKSON PARK NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.  

Part of the CPD Natural Areas and Nature and Culture management program and their contractors. 

 

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2ND SATURDAYS Aug. 13 , Sept 10 through Fall. 9 am-noon. Enjoy and keep this 

treasure spot built by communities and partners in great shape. Meet at the south end of the meadow at the 

golf driving range parking lot. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmailc.com.  

63rd STREET BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD SATURDAYS Aug. 20, Sept. 17 through fall, 10 am-noon. 

There may be construction detours, and some activities are at LaRabida shore, so contact Edward Warden, 

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  

WOODED ISLAND. 3RD SATURDAYS Aug. 20, Sept. 7. Oct. 15 10 am- 1. South bridge. Learn some 

fascinating history while mulching trails and TREE TENDING 200 sprung up oak saplings (July 16), and 

tending native plants. Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. Joy Bailey joybailey1028@gmail.com.  

SEE P. 9 & 10 FOR FEATURE ON THE WI WORK. 

COLUMBIA BASIN or TREEKEEPERS PRUNERS- contact. Nancy Joseph at njoseph2008@aol.com. 

______ 

Those of others 

WE COMMEND THE 20TH ANNIVERSSARY OF THE SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL CENTER NATURAL 

AREA, developed over the years by many residents of South Shore, Hyde Park, and Woodlawn.  

https://www.southshorenaturesanctuary.org/events.html. Regular workdays 3rd Sats. 10 am.  

NICHOLS. Wildflower Meadow var. Sunday late afternoons, othe planting and cleanup. . 

dmwhite01@yahoo.com. Comm-sp. concerts Suns at 4 by 53rd into Sept.  

PROMONTORY POINT has monthly workdays and is training for tree inventory. www.promontorypoint.org.  

 

SPECIAL EVENTS  and  PUBLIC MEETINGS  

 

JPAC GENERAL MTGS usually 2ND Mondays at 7, fieldhouse. AUGUST 8  

CHICAGO FIRE DEPT. holds its annual Water and Beach Safety demonstration and training Friday, July 

22 at 57th St. Beach. (Weather and water condition dependent). Thank you Alderman Hairston.  

3rd DISTRICT POLICE NIGHT OUT. August 2, 4-7 63rd YMCA. Feat. DJ Phantom and Biance Fox.  

MIDWAY PLAISANCE EAST PANEL UPAAR REC. MTGS recreation replacement from / planned next to 

JP. (MOA Mitigation). https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects. Questions and comments--- 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Midway-Plaisance-East-End-Improvements-Feedback-Form 

The presentation in early May: https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-

public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/9242-20220503-CommunityMeeting2-reduced.pdf 

All 3 mtgs. incl. 6/21 & latest plan is posted Comments thru 8/22. Next open meeting is tent.9/4.  

 

59TH– 60TH ST METRA STATION REHABILITION AND SECTION 106 HISTORIC REVIEW. Watch for 

ongoing consulting party and general meetings. Documents: https://metra.com/59th60th. It’s updated and prev. 

mtg. check there or in https://metra.com/59th60th#Environmental_Reporting_and_Documentation. 

AND WATCH FOR CPD PUBLIC MTGS. ON JP capital/Framewk Pl projects i.e. the Iowa Building. P3 
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PLAN FOR INTERPRETIVE MATERIALS FOR JP. Project info and how to participate. Stakeholder sessions, 

personal interviews, public meetings are being organized under a team incl. SOM with local firms Site Design 

and Civic Projects. Share your ideas of ways to show park history and the many ways neighbors/ 

neighborhoods have used and want to remember and use the Park. This is a Section 106 MOA mitigation. 

NEWS, RETROSPECTIVES and announcements  
Celebrate the birth of activist Ida B. Wells including her work with the WCE Haiti Pav.. Born July 16, 1862.  

A FINE PICNIC AND MEETING JULY 11. The PAC’s meeting this month, with nearly 50 present, was at 

JPAC’s annual picnic. Light food was provided and some attendees also brought their own pre-prepared food. 

This event gave both regular and occasional JPAC meeting attendees a chance to mingle and share ideas and 

explore this historic WPA picnic station that will soon be restored. Special guests who shared perspectives 

included Willa Lang, Executive Director of the Chicago Parks Foundation, and Karen Szyjka of the Chicago 

Park District and Director of the Japanese Garden. The relaxed meeting featured celebration and short talks by 

persons that have special projects or tend special features in the park. This year’s awards were the Pitch-In 

Volunteer Award to James O, and the Shoji Osato Park Builder Award to Tommy Inglis (and another who could 

not attend).  

JPAC IN THE 4TH ON 53RD PARADE. Members helped decorate and rode on the float of the HPK Conference 

and with AYSO youth soccer ran the Mummy Wrap game. See some pictures page 8. 

PLAY FOR THE PARKS. July 14 The Chicago Parks Foundation held its annual fundraiser for parks at 

Jackson Golf Course. Special guest was CPD CEO and Superintendent Rosa Escareño. Dozens of foursomes 

mingled then leisurely played the 18-hole course, the first public park 18-hole course west of the Appalachians. 

A spectacular lunch and supper were served and lots of donated prizes and bling were given out.  

HIRING. The Park District, like many entities, is short of staff including lifeguards, STEM junior leaders,  

and other paying summer positions. Apply for jobs at www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Become-a-Lifeguard (flyer 

has a QR), and park district website/jobs, and https://onesummerchicago.org.  

Beach conditions- www.cpdbeaches.com.  

Find pools that were open- https://www.about-us/news/chicago-park-district-opens-pools-July-5.  

 

DREDGINGS. The Army Corps has applied under the Rivers and Harbors Act and the Clean Water Act 1972 

(Section 404) for a 10 year modification to its permit to dump clean sand from Jackson Harbor and inlet. It 

would be allowed to dump the above into Lake Michigan (off c.71st 73rd) rather than on land. Environmental et 

al assessments have been done. A public comment period is open through August 7. Electronic can be sent 

with sender’s full ID to Colin.C.Smaley@usace.army.mil with sender’s full ID. Info. 

https://www.lrc.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Public-Notices/Article/3087262/lrc-2013-726/. Cont. P 8. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC www.jacksonparkimprovements.org is the 

place to go--and sign to up for NEWSLETTER w. updates. In Traffic Updates (red tab) find CONTACT US.  

Be aware of potential backups on SB DLSD esp. p.m., NB a.m., 57th Dr. esp. a.m., Hayes Dr. w. of DLSD.  

NO ONE SAID THIS WOULD NOT BE HARD FOR ALL-but will serve us and our children. 

A PUBLIC MEETING on JP TRAFFIC CONGESTION and CONSTRUCTION was convened JULY 12 with c. 

50 in a steamy Jackson Park Fieldhouse. Convener was STATE REP CURTIS TARVER II. CDOT, 

represented by Project Manager David Miller, CPkD, and Obama Foundation staff incl. Joshua Harris 

presented and answered questions (many well outside road work), as did Tarver. The occasion for the meeting 

was that at 5 months in, many residents and commuters have told elected officials they have experienced 

problems or remain unclear and perturbed about the plans, schedule, and closures and detours or lack of 

bulletins (despite promotion of the quite good site recommended above). Anecdotally, the most serious 

problmes are on the east edge roads and feeders from north and south. And morning 57th Drive. Problems so 

far on Stony Island seem to be occasional, but heavy work is just about to start. The schedule seemed      P4 
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quite set and tight, and presenters were not able to offer many specific reliefs other than that one find alternate 

routes as needed. 

Presenters cited long-term planning reasons for the road changes apart from the ‘but-for’- the Obama Center. 

Major projects today are designed to improve access within and to places like parks (maps show our park is 

not high on walk- and bike-ability), reconnect spaces, improve mobility, circulation, and especially safety. The 

project must serve all modes and users—pedestrians, bike and cycle, mobility-assisted. Methods can include 

grade separations, roadway removal and underpasses. Also replacing and increasing green space and better 

habitat. (They noted the  orange fences protect tree limbs and roots during work.) The design was built from 

choices among elements that together provide the least negative impacts. But the experience seems to 

reinforce that there needs to be thorough area-wide community-involved planning for the public way and 

commons including in parks. There are 3 phases. Current Phase One will be active only north of 64th.   

Besides two overview graphics (next 2 pages down), CDOT PUT OUT AN UPDATE ALERT (see below) JULY 

13 COVERING WORK UNDERWAY AND TO START JULY 18. Key work continuing are lane addition on SB 

DLSD (incl. bridge work) 57-Hayes requiring temporary reduction to1 lane in each direction), closure of Hayes 

just west of DLSD and of the south lot there (but not the boat launch), and lane & parking restrictions on Hayes 

i.e. bridge e. of Richards. STARTING JULY 18- temporary crosswalk & signals (they said well marked) will be 

built at Hayes crossing DLSD. The 63rd underpass will then be closed for rehab and linkage to the future Hayes 

underpass. Work to widen Stony Island is the other project starting immediately.  

July 15, 2022 
 

Dear Residents and Stakeholders, 
 
Construction is well underway on the long planned roadway changes and transportation improvements in 
and around Jackson Park in support of the Obama Presidential Center and the Chicago Park District’s 
South Lakefront Framework Plan! 

 

P5 
 

Major operations currently include constructing a third southbound lane on DuSable Lake Shore Drive 



between 57th Drive and Hayes Drive and also constructing a new pedestrian underpass below Hayes 
Drive just west of DuSable Lake Shore Drive. 
 
Starting July 18th, new pedestrian signals and a prominently marked crosswalk will be installed to create a 
new temporary at-grade crossing for pedestrians to cross DuSable Lake Shore Drive at the Hayes Drive 
signalized intersection, adjacent to the 63rd Beach driveway. The existing pedestrian underpass for 
DuSable Lake Shore Drive north of Hayes Drive will be closed for upgrades to the underpass structure. 
Signage for a detour route will be posted. Pedestrian underpasses at 57th, 59th, Marquette remain open.                                                                                                                                   
Please note that all park facilities remain open and accessible to the public, with the exception of the 
parking lot at 1987 E. Hayes Drive (lot just south of Hayes Drive and just west of DuSable Lake Shore 
Drive). The boat launch within this lot remains open. 
Southbound DuSable Lake Shore Drive has been reduced to a single lane between 57th Drive and       
Hayes  Drive. Drivers are encouraged to use alternate routes, including 57th Drive and Cornell Drive. 
 
Hayes Drive has been fully closed just west of DuSable Lake Shore Drive. Drivers intending to access 
northbound DuSable Lake Shore Drive are encouraged to use Cornell Drive and 57th Drive. 
 
Parking restrictions and intermittent daytime lane closures continue along Stony Island Avenue from 59th 
Street to Marquette Drive, with one lane of traffic in both directions maintained at all times. 
 
Drivers are urged to pay close attention to flaggers and construction signage when entering and driving 
through work zones, obey the posted speed limits, and be on the alert for workers and equipment. 
 
The project team frequently receives questions about the purpose of orange fencing installed around trees. 
The purpose of the fencing is to protect these trees during construction. The fencing ensures construction 
materials and heavy equipment does not damage tree branches overhead, nor compact tree root systems 
beneath. 

 
 

Graphics from the July 12 presentation per HP Herald  

 

              P6 



_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEWS BITS. Some cherry trees between Columbia Basin and the Garden were severely damaged by root rot 

disease. With funding from Japanese cultural organization, these are being replaced with a healthier cultivar. 

We have many new sinkholes on paths, especially with dry-to-heavy rain cycles. Gravel helps temporarily.  

Obama Foundation CEO Valerie Jarrett announced the creation of the Local Lunchbox Chicago pilot project 

that aims to provide more than 100,000 meals this summer. The healthy food program connects nonprofits, 

schools, and other community organizations that serve young people across Chicago healthy, and culturally 

relevant meals by local chefs to kids and teens 18 and under. The pilot project, created in partnership with the 

Shah Family Foundation, will be entirely funded by the United States Department of Agriculture. # # 

Obama Foundation and Lakeside Alliance are hiring locally and recruiting fellows and interns and local food 

trucks to serve the workforce building the Center. 

At the 4
th
 on 53

rd
. float, mummy wrap. Cleaning Comm Garden * 7/9, 16—Pitch-In Award vol. Uyio “James” Ebomoyi. 

    

 pics Louise McCurry       P7  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

At the July 11 JPAC meeting.  

 

 

Below- Golf tourn 7/14- dinner at Clubhouse 

* 

 

 

 

 

The Community Garden, n.e. of Marquette and Cornell has a 

considerable group of urban farmers and gardeners. It is overall managed by Growing Collaborative as an 

ecological and healthy local-food growing space. The east edge, by disc golf course and trail, has fallen 

between the cracks of responsibility but are now cleaned out by the Disc Golf, and JPAC special volunteers 

like James, above- look for the blue t-shirts saying VOLUNTEER. To join these volunteers, call Louise.  

(Dredging application, cont. from page 4) Why might this be beneficial? Dredging needs to be done from time 

to time even when water is high and despite the new breakwater meant partially to discourage that. The 

modification will take the cleanest of the sand and put it in the same milieu (the Lake), nearby, where it can 

replace interrupted littoral sand flow southeastward along the shore. Although not mentioned, it could at least  

temporarily also help reduce flooding and wave action against streets and) houses/ high rises 71st to 74th until 

a solution satisfactory to all is found. 

 

We encourage you take some time explore the WE WILL CHICAGO planning process, with lots of facts, 

objectives,  and recommendations (many of them supported by JPAC over many years) in 

https://wewillchicago.com. For a (lengthy) but well organized introduction and chance to comment, visit 

https://wewillchicago.com/draft.            

              P8 
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Summer Extra. Featured Stewardship-Team Wooded Island-and the young oaks. 
On third Saturdays 10-noon, and on special days highly experienced to novice and group volunteers gather on 

Wooded Island for special tasks that range from mulching interior trails to clearing out invasive plants, planting, 

pruning, removing trash, or monitoring the hundreds of thousands of new plantings put in under the multi-

million dollar GLFER ecological restoration. Over the past 3 or so years, Jerry Levy, assistant Joy Bailey and 

team have been identifying, mapping, protecting, and measuring the growth of dozens of OAK SAPLINGS that 

spring up yearly, especially since the canopy was opened up under the GLFER Project and that have 

continued to appear and flourish since. Protection from trampling by humans or animals includes enclosing the 

saplings in wire cages. People, at least, may see that these are special trees and leave them alone. The team 

also puts mulch around the trees to nourish them and discourage fast-growing plants from suffocating the 

oaks. Mapping and inventory the oaks, using a grid system, is part of the record-keeping and reporting of the 

Chicago Park District’s Natural Areas division. Manager is Lucy Gomez-Feliciano. The Park District has hired 

expert, habitat-savvy contractors, such as Golden, to tend the natural area of the Island, the Paul H. Douglas 

Nature Sanctuary, and ensure it remains adaptable, sustainable and varied. Trees, shrubs, and cover need to 

be culled, but enough left of the messy and dead that plants and wildlife need. The Island’s habitat denote-of 

historic importance- is oak savannah. Oaks (primarily burr) are the dominant canopy and grove trees, although 

many other tree species (not all native) and plants thrive there. Many compete with oaks wherever there is a 

sunny opening. Keeping the oaks and groves healthy is important to the character and cultural landscape 

heritage the island. Oak groves have a special ecology, including underground with interlocking systems of 

roots, rhizomes, fungi, and micro-organisms. And we are assured by those in charge of the bird counts that the 

birds, migratory or settled, are very much present. 

 

With the pandemic and its limits on group gathering, it became difficult for volunteers to do the work and to 

remain a large and cohesive group. This year, Jerry and Joy have recruited or reunited the team, helped by 

social media and e-lists. They keep records and waiver forms for the Park District and encourage volunteers to 

become tree-keepers. And part of each session is both ecological training and the history of the Island and 

Jackson Park. On July 16, 8 gathered to help the oaks- including PACers Jerry, Andy Carter, and Jay Franke.  

.  

Keep up with them on Instagram @wooded_island. If you visit the island, send pictures tagged 

#woodedislandchicago. They meet 3rd Saturdays 10-12 at South Bridge (ne of the lot ne of Cornell & Hayes) 

August 20, Sept. 17, Oct. 15. Let them know you’re coming- sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com 312-758-7858. 

joybailey1028@gmail.com, 269-568-0783.  Jerry and Joy e-notes to the team about the July 16 session:  

“We have decided to spend the bulk of our time mapping the Oaks that have been saved and picking up any 

trash we find. All coming out will receive a button acknowledging that they saved an Oak tree.” 

“We found 72 Oaks at least 6’ but most around 10-12’. My hunch is 

that there are probably another 25 still to be mapped that are that height 

and are caged. Shout out for Joy (and Ryan) for all they’re doing.”  

  

“We had 8 people volunteering!  We so appreciate your help protecting 

the Oak trees and picking up trash. It was great to meet a few new 

people on the path.”    P9 

Pics Joy bailey, arr. Jay Franke 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com
mailto:joybailey1028@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

SPECIAL NOTICE. At the May meeting, Clara Raubertas spoke in the People in the Park segment, asking that JPAC 

support keeping-and at the present 59
th
 St. site, the dog area and tennis courts, and that the site not be repurposed. She 

also said that the park district should be more forthcoming and transparent as it plans to implement changes. She notes 

that, contrary to as in minutes, she did not raise concerns regarding cleanliness and accessibility of the dog area, but 

rather praised these and the site. The May minutes and discrepancy were seen by Clara after the minutes had been 

approved by the body and no one caught the error. We offered Clara a chance to reprise her talk but she preferred a 

written note with the next published minutes. The above is JPAC’s solution.  GMO, Secretary    P10 
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July 11 2022 Jackson Park Advisory Council Minutes dr 1 

President McCurry convened the meeting at 7 p.m. at the annual picnic at the Iowa Building, 56
th
 and Everett. A quorum 

was present- xx of 120 members and persons eligible to vote. Total attendance was xx. President welcomed and gave the 

history and significance of the Iowa Building. State Senator Peters ID’d construction/traffic, shoreline, and bike et al 

infrastructure as priorities. 

Presentations and Reports-- Celebrating excellence in the park  

 Willa Lang, Director of the Chicago Parks Foundation, described their initiatives with JPAC including that one can 

volunteer at the July 14 Play for the Parks fundraising tournament and Pitch In for the Parks.  

 Officers outlined the year’s accomplishments to date.  

 Pitch-In Volunteer. Uyio “James” Ebomoyi was thanked, and he told what the opportunity to serve means to him. 

 Shoji Osato Park Builder Award. Tommy Inglis informed Disc Golf is getting the permit, with JPAC partner help, 

for the course east of Cornell and described their successes clearing the area in15 workdays so far this year. 

They’ve now set up the first 18-hole public course in Chicago At each tee they plan a placard of its metrics and 

with a name and description of a place or historic event in Jackson Park and of flowers They play Tuesdays at 6- 

all are welcome He thanked JPAC for its contribution last year. (The other Osato winner could not attend.)  

 Nancy Joseph encouraged people to join the pruners group she heads and take TreeKeeper training (under Open 

Lands). This year they undertook pruning of the cherry trees south of the Columbia Basin. 

 Karen Szyjka, CPD Garden of the Phoenix Director described the work of contractors and volunteers under 

guidance of teams of experts who come yearly from Japan. Under consideration is further improvement of the 

authenticity of the Garden. She showed a publication naming the Garden one of the places not to miss in 

Chicago. She was grateful for reduction of damage in the Garden and Island this year. Any ways to reinforce the 

ground under the highly popular Sky Landing has to be thoughtful and respectful. Hanami was the highlight of 

festivals so far this year, with thousands of visitors, and she thanked the work of the docents.  

Andy Carter urged more to join the docents. It’s an opportunity to share cultural contributions of the Japan-

Chicago connections and other diverse people in the park. The President called attention to the Haitian Pavilion 

and the advocacy of Frederick Douglass and Ida B. Wells at the Fair as focus points at the Fair, just as the 

Japanese Pavilion and the Women’s Building were.  

Committee Reports 

 Wooded Island. Andy asked for volunteers to come on July 16
th
 10 a.m. to tend the volunteer oak saplings and 

learn the ecology, trees and plants of the Island. 

 Bobolink Meadow. Fran Vandervoort and others explained how this wonderful space succeeded the Missile base 

and had been the site of the largest building of the Fair--Manufacturing and Liberal Arts. 

 Pitch In for the Parks and Safety. President described the work on Tuesdays at 10:30 and Saturdays at 11 and 

that one focus is on removing glass and sharp objects on paths that can hurt kids. She commended Esther 

Schechter and others who tour the park and report safety issues. 

 Questions were asked on construction and restoration of historic structures. Karen suggested the PD Dept of 

Planning could prepare short sheets on various with timelines and what is under consideration or in process. CPF 

and JPAC could distribute. Same for park rules like barbecuing. Willa said CPF can help. 

 Drummers circles. Florentine Mills said there are 3 festivals this year, one at 63
rd

 St. Beach July 20 at 5. 

General Business 

 Treasurer. Previous balance was $5,340.02. $148 was expended for day camp scholarships Current balance is 

$5,392.02. A contribution of $60 was made in kind in JPAC’s name for 4
th
 on 53

rd
 Parade Mummy Wrap game.  

 Secretary. June minutes were presented. No corrections were offered so the minutes were accepted. But there 

was a criticism for not cancelling the June meeting when a tornado warning became local at start time. 

 Park Supervisor. Bobbie Beckam noted that parks still need-and are hiring-more staff. He invited JPACers to 

come and help Friday the 15
th
 for the kids popcorn party and later for the junior counselor’s cookout.  

People in the Park and New Business. Susannah Ribstein invited all to the festival for the South Shore Cultural Center 

Nature Sanctuary, Saturday July 16, 1-4 p.m. The Sanctuary regular workday is 3
rd

 Saturdays at 10.  

Moved to adjourn  :30, Anne Marie Miles. Next meeting Aug 8, 7 p.m., JP fieldhouse. Gary M. Ossewaarde     P11  


