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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL entering 39th YEAR!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2021 V. 28 #13

Jackson Park: Nature, History, Recreation. South Park E. Div. 150 years. JPAC 23 - Nov. 1983

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, )
Dec 13 Jan 10 Feb 14 Mar 14

BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP

Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

Ask about voluntary gifts, which
have no relationship to mtgs etc.
Anne Marie Miles-
milesesg@aol.com

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com 773-726-4259
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
silevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org
Lit Librar erinjadams@gmail.com

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
South Region Mgr. Maya Solis
312 747 747-7661,

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton
demitrice.seaton@cpkd website
Security 312 747-2193

Lkft attn Tom 312-448-3793

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org
is under update and renovation (Do not use for “membership.”).

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Recommended: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ https://jacksonparkwildflowers
.org. Con/traffic updates but not nec. complete https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/

CONTENTS.. P2 NOTICE OF MEETING & VOTE. on Bylaws
amendment for vote plus expected introduction of changes for January vote.
Pp 3-5 NOVEMBER MINUTES with attached (P5) Dec 13 Bylaws

change for December vote (P5). P6 20 years of Stewardship, Park Budget.
P7 PLANS FOR 3 JP PROJECTS. P8 Fun, Activs, and a Unique Turkey Trot

JPAC MONTHLY. MTG., MON DEC 13

{PM sharp. FIELDHOUSE gym, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. (Membership

certification, forms and sign in are at room sign in desk)

AGENDA: Call to order. Minutes. Treasurer’s report. Officer, Committee and Area
Reports incl: PROP BYLAWS AMENDMENT New business, Old business,
Announcements, Adjournment

All are welcome at our meetings. TO JOIN, JUST COME, GO TO SEC]s SIGN
IN TABLE. There is a voting attendance requirement (2 prior meetings in the
past 12 month period) and fill in applications if have not before. Questions?
garyossewaarde @yahoo.com.

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson Park; to
advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District on park improvements
and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to encourage long-range planning;
promote community use of park & program & participation in planning, and seek
alternative funding.

Rolf Pelkey-Haiku at Garden | Gail Parry, Norm Bell, Fran VVandervoort spread chiat lowa Bld
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NOTICE OF MEETING AND VOTE

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL WILL MEET DECEMBER 13
MONDAY 7PM, FIELDHOUSE GYM, 6401 S. STONY ISLAND AVENUE.

Note, the start time is 7PM. We ask that all arrive early to sign in, fill in the Park District Application if
you want to join JPAC, pick up materials and be seated.

In order to vote you must have attended two meetings in the 12 months prior to the meeting in which
the vote is taken. Bylaws amendments must be approved by a two-thirds vote of the members
present at a meeting at which a quorum of members (7) is present.

The agenda is presented below and is subject to change.

NOTE THE ITEMS REGARDING BYLAWS. A VOTE WILL BE TAKEN on Old Business item 1..
The November presentation and text on the Article Three Section 5 amendment to be voted on can
be read on page 5 of this Newsletter as an appendix to the November minutes.

December meeting agenda

Call to Order and introductions
MinuteTs of the last Meeting
Treasurer's Reports
Committee Reports

Volunteer All Stars

Park Supervisor's Report

Old Business

1. Vote on Bylaws Revision Article 3, Section 5 as presented for discussion at the November 8 2021 meeting.,
“Delete current Article 3, Section 5.

Dues/Contributions: Annual dues/contributions are based on a fiscal year starting January 1 and ending December
31. The JPAC Voting Membership shall set a schedule of dues/contributions that are consistent with guidelines of the
Chicago Park District at any meeting provided that a previous regular meeting has voted to place the matter on the
agenda and that proper notice is provided to the Voting Membership, which notice may be in a timely mailed
Newsletter. A roster of JPAC annual contributions shall be maintained by the Secretary.

Replace Article 3,Section 5 with the Following :

Section 5: Contributions: Per Article Three/Section 1, there is no requirement of dues for voting membership.
Contributions are voluntary.”

New business

1. Bylaws Amendment — Discussion /Presentation

Current Bylaws “Article 3, Section 2: Individual VVoting Membership

An individual is a voting member if he or she has attended at least two meetings during the prior twelve months.
Section 3: Organizational VVoting Membership

An Organization is a voting member if it is a commercial or not-for-profit group, and a designated representative has
attended at least two meetings during the prior twelve months. Each organization must designate in writing one
representative and one or more alternates one of whom is entitled to represent the organization at a JPAC meeting.”

2. Park Interim Superintendent Budget Report

Announcements
Adjourn
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Minutes of the November 8 2021 JPAC monthly and annual meeting

The November monthly (also Annual) JPAC meeting was opened by President Louise McCurry at 7 p.m. in the
Jackson Park Fieldhouse gym, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. with a quorum of voting members present. Attendance
was 94, plus 2 monitors from the Park District- Maria Stone (Community Relations Manager) and Bobbie Beckam
(Park Supervisor). 30 of 41 qualified members were present. A quorum is 7.

The distributed agenda called for standard business, then elections, followed by reports and other business. Some
asked the chair to defer the meeting until all were seated while others asked their time and the start time be
respected. The chair ruled that regular business/reports could proceed while waiting for persons to sign in.

October minutes. Gary Ossewaarde. Corrections were added in the minutes distributed at the meeting re:
attendance and to who made a motion (the mover was ineligible. The minutes were accepted without objection.

Treasurer’s report. Anne Marie Miles gave the October end balance, $4,912.21, with no transactions. The
Halloween treats for the kid’s camp were paid in kind, so last month’s appropriated funds remain for upcoming kid’s
holiday events. Year end fiscal reports will be prepared. Miles asked for a fundraising committee. Susan Johnson
was among those who volunteered.

At request of Maria Stone, CPD, the election was postponed unit all were signed in. Regular business proceeded.

Committee report. Golf. Tracy Raoul, president of the Jackson Park Golf Association, described the importance of
their service to youth and supported a restored golf course and its benefits for the South Side of Chicago.

Election. With all now seated, Jerry Levy, nominating chair and parliamentarian, assumed the chair. He explained
the procedures as set forth in the bylaws, including wide notice, who can vote, and when the election is held, and
also that nominations had been opened at the October meeting. Motions not in accord with the bylaws, such
attempted, to defer the election to another meeting, would be out of order and were not recognized..

Previously nominated: For president Louise McCurry, for vice president Spencer Bibbs, for secretary Gary
Ossewaarde, and for treasurer Anne Marie Miles. Levy called for additional nominations; none were offered. In
response to a request that the nominees introduce themselves, Fran Vandervoort read a statement of support for
Louise McCurry. Members were told that the vote, by ballot, was a yes or no on each candidate, who had to receive
a majority. Since there was only one nominee for each office, the choices were yes, no, or turn in blank (blank is no).
The question was called. 30 of 41 qualified to vote and present had been certified and given ballots. Maria Stone
oversaw collection and after a later final call for ballots, the count.

President McCurry resumed the chair for additional committee reports.

Natural Area stewards. Jerry Levy reported a fine work and learning experience for Kenwood ecology classes
sponsored by Calumet Is My Backyard. Norm Bell described groups coming for workdays in coming days and the
regular workday coming November 13 at 9.

Bylaws. Jerry Levy introduced for the Bylaws committee appointed last month a distributed proposed bylaws change
covering membership in Article Three, Section 5. This is appended to these minutes. President McCurry clarified that
this will be offered for a vote at the December 13 meeting.

Little Libraries at the 67th playlots. Erin Adams appealed for books to be left in the kiosks for kids and families.
Disc Golf. Tommy Inglis reported on pitches and baskets installed southeast of Cornell c6500. Play in Jackson Park
is Fridays 5-8 and includes a youth clinic. Asked about these being within footprint of the Tiger Woods design, said
they work with the current manager and with the proposers of the revised course..

Garden of the Phoenix. Trish Morse said visitors still come in large numbers and are greeted by docents on
weekends. People continue to damage the wooden fence. The waterfall will have a new pump next year. Fluctuating
water levels have damaged the lagoon edges and plantings. Protective stakes are being installed. P3
Harbors and sailing. The new breakwater and the temporary barriers have helped, but some of the bags have been




vandalized. Anne Marie Miles said that the sailing program served 480 youth this year,. The program is under the
Park District, so low-fee and with scholarships. These are South Side youth. Swimming Is also taught. Included is an
adaptive sailing program under the Judd Goldman program Life jackets are installed. Anne Marie said she really
wants to see a pool included in a new fieldhouse in Jackson Park.

Results of Election. After a final call for ballots to be turned in, Maria Stone reported 30 qualified persons received

ballots, with one receiving a replacement ballot. 26 ballots were turned in. Louise McCurry received 17 votes for
President, Spencer Bibbs 20 for Vice President, Gary Ossewaarde 23 for Secretary, and Anne Marie Miles 18 for
Treasurer. All received a majority of votes on ballots turned in for their office and were elected to one-year terms.

The election was closed and President McCurry resumed the chair.

Additional reports were given on LaRabida shores, playgrounds workdays (Driehaus Foundatin), website

updates and modernization needed and coming from our tech volunteers led by Tommy Inglis..

A collection was taken for 12 turkeys for the kids Turkey Trot on November 19- $158 was collected and will be

deposited in the bank account as anonymous gifts.

A petition was circulated by Louise to name the south bridge to Wooded Island for Shoji Osato, who created and
managed the Japanese Garden and teahouse concession in the 1930s. Any with other nominees are welcome to
circulate their petition. Such are to be submitted it to the Park District to ask for review and a 45 day public comment

period. And they should ask that the local PAC (JPAC) weigh in on the matter.

Workdays.- November workdays- Bobolink 2™ Sat at 9, 3" 63 at 10, LaRabida (Pitch In for the Parks) 63 at 11.
New business. Kenny Newman reported deterioration and safety issues with the sidewalk east side of Cornell

Moved to adjourn about 8:30 p.m. Next meeting, December 13, fieldhouse, will include a vote on bylaws change
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary

Adams, E
Alper, E
Anton, M
Avery, M,
Avila, S
Bell, N
Berry, L
Bhargawa, R
Bibbs, S
Blasius, E
Brown, KP
Burgess, D
Carter, A
Clement, J
Collard, A
Currier, D
Curry, C
Dalwege, J
Debonnett, A
DeHaan?, J
Dorsey, S
Dupree, E
Duys, K
Ensign,A
Everett, N
Franke, J

November Meeting Attendance 94 (and Stone and Beckam from CPD)

Giodsil-Jeyifo, M

Gunter, K
Hall, R
Harper, P

Haswell-Todd, S

Hendricks, S
Hernandez, Y
Hersh, M
Inglis, T
Isoda, M
Jeyifous, E
Johnson, D
Johnson, SB
Latimore, B
Levy, J
Lewis, S
Lipinski, M
Lodato, R
Lodder, R
Lucy, S
Maniates, B
McCurry, L
McGruder, D
McGruder, M
Miles, AM
Mills, F

Monaghan, M
Morris, D
Morse, P
Moss, C
Moyer, L
Nelms, B
Newman, K
Newsome, C
Norwood, R
Ossewaarde, G
Panelas, T
Paretsky, S
Parry, G
Pena, C
Petroff, K
Piemonte, G
Porter, L
Rabe, J
Raoul, T
Raubertas, C
Rawson, K
Ribstein, S
Richardson, M
Rivers, E
Roach,V
Rogers, E

Rubin, R
Russo, C
Schechter, E
Scott, M
Schwab, A
Sjursen, H
Sjursen, K
Sjursen, S
Smolarek, E
Stallings, K
Stevens, Z
Taylor, Y
Terry, K
Vandervoort, F
Wagenselil, P
Wilson, R
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Attachment- distributed letter with proposed Bylaws amendment membership/dues
(The following was distributed to the voting members and publicly available at the November 8 2021 JPAC meeting.
It is to be voted on at the December 13 meeting)

Jackson Park Advisory Council
By-Laws Committee
Report and Recommendation, 20 October 2021

Members: Mary Anton, Al Debonnett, Jerry Levy, Louise McCurry, Gary Ossewaarde, Avi Schwab

Purpose: Review most recent version of Bylaws (revised and approved, March 8, 2021) Article Three:
Membership to clarify and resolve conflict between Section 1: General and Section 5: Dues.

Discussion: As stated in Article Three/Section 1: General, per revisions to Chicago Park Foundation Advisory
Committee guidelines: “There shall be no requirement of dues for voting membership.” Current language of
Section 5: Dues predates the Park District current guidelines revision. And while Section 1 technically
nullifies Section 5 even if left in the Bylaws, it creates potential confusion and should be removed or modified.

Recommended Modification to Bylaws:

Delete current Section 5:

Dues/Contributions: Annual dues/contributions are based on a fiscal year starting January 1 and ending
December 31. The JPAC Voting Membership shall set a schedule of dues/contributions that are consistent
with guidelines of the Chicago Park District at any meeting provided that a previous regular meeting has voted
to place the matter on the agenda and that proper notice is provided to the Voting Membership, which notice
may be in a timely mailed Newsletter. A roster of JPAC annual contributions shall be maintained by the
Secretary.

Replace Section 5 with the Following Content:
Section 5: Contributions: Per Article Three/Section 1, there is no requirement of dues for voting membership.
Contributions are voluntary.

Be It Resolved:

The Bylaws Committee recommends the modifications to Article Three/Section 5 stated above by following
the procedures outlined in Article Twelve: Amendment of Bylaws - Sections 1 and 2.d
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20 years of volunteer stewardship in natural areas celebrated this year

Jackson Park was among the earliest to fold its stewardship program into the new CPD program. Four of our current
stewards have a combined service of 46 years- Jerry Levy, Nancy Joseph, Gail Parry, and Norman Bell, as per a
November 2 Hyde Park Herald article by Marc Monaghan (also a JPAC member). These stewards live close to the
park and were interviewed by Marc. In addition, Edward Warden has been steward for the past 6 plus years at the
63" St. Beach natural area. The program operates in partnership with The Nature Conservancy, a new CPS-
connected Calumet Is My Back Yard, Shedd Aquarium, and (for park pruning) Open Lands. The work with CIMBY
and schools is especially important as the next generation needs to come on board—Levy and the others were
working to set up a Junior Green Corps program when the pandemic interrupted. We also need savvy, discerning
team members and successors. Natural areas also generally have assigned specialist contractors.

The natural areas in Jackson include Wooded Island (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary) which was the first,
Bobolink Meadow (formerly the Nike Base), and more recently the shores of the Columbian Basin south of the
Museum, and 63" St. Beach dune planting. Also, there are other natural area sections created or restored under the
GLFER habitat restoration project. Stewardship work can include cleanup, large-scale or infill planting, installing
protection for plants or around trees, removal of invasives, chipping or tending to trails, participating in tree and other
inventories, handouts, managing large service and school groups and teaching these best conservation practices--
and the history of the park. Our stewards often include park tours and are among our best tour guides, backed up by
research by naturalist-inclined JPAC members. Plan to train and become involved next year- visit in the park district
site or contact https://www.bobolinkvolunteers.orq, jslevy@jeromelevylaw.com, jnoseph2008@aol.com, or
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.

Park District releases its 2022 Budget

The 2022 budget was given its final virtual public comment hearing November 10 and is due to be formally approved
by the Board of Commissioners December 1. Total budget is $510.9M, up by c. $10M. It was presented by Interim
CEO and Superintendent Rosa Escarefio as a restoration budget—a restoration of programs and upkeep to pre-
pandemic levels (and in some cases more) and restoration of trust focused on safety, respect, transparency and
accountability. For the latter, a funded Office of Protection and a full range of training are included. The programming
budget is increased by $8 million to $126 million. $2.8 million is provided for fee scholarships. Fees are not raised
this year. We do not yet know which or whether Jackson will host such restored or new programs as Inner-city
Hoops, girls fast pitch softball and other new girls programs, Culture in My Neighborhood, a new wrestling program,
and Soccer for Success. But with a new state of the art track we should be in the mix. There is a modest property tax increase.
The budgets are generally hard to parse for even the regional parks (as they cover nearby smaller parks), but it seems staffing
and supplies stay basically the same.

JPAC has in the past set aside parts of meetings midyear to discuss asks and priorities and presented these formally to the
district, and will return to this again, but in the pandemic we concentrated more on periodic golf cart drive-throughs (looking
at general conditions, major facilities, or special topics such as shore and storm damage). The inspections are done
with region, park, and trades staff. Several JPACers also do area walks and submit timely work-order and
emergency calls. Most of our large needs are matters that are going through vetting and allocation through the
Framework Plan- these take a lot of time (see next page). Annual lists of 30 or so items seem not to be productive in
the short term. We do look for a new class/program or two a year—often suggested by community residents. So we
nudge on. Anyone is welcome to submit work orders or to speak at budget hearings and board meetings..

Still, Jackson is enormous—the staff there plus the trades could not possibly keep it and similar parks up to
expectations. We sympathize with staff, neighbors and residents. Yet the people enjoy the park in droves..

Find the budget + give ideas: https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/departments/budget-and-management.

Interim Superintendent Escarefio sent a letter addressed to the Chicago Park District Volunteers. She stated that
“This Budget represents our organization’s principles and guides the Park District’s core values with an emphasis on
delivering quality and affordable recreational opportunities” and “to bring children and families into our parks to stay
and play for a lifetime... You have my commitment...to build an organization that prioritizes transparency, and the
safety of all our patrons. Thank you to the hundres of volunteers who share their time for their communities”. P6
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Park District update on 3 key projects to Ald. Hairston and community stakeholders
November 29, 2021

On November 29 Alderman Leslie Hairston hosted a webinar with CPD Dept. of Planning Director Heather Gleason
and staff on renovation planning progress on three projects—the lowa Building, 3 ball fields located north of Hayes
Drive, and the Hyde Bark Dog-friendly Area proposed to be moved. These 3 facilities were identified in the South
Lakefront Plan community meetings and focus groups for restoration or changes. Of course there were differences of
opinion on the best actions. These three subsequently found their way into the State of lllinois Capital Plan as part ot
a grant..

All three are now at the stage of planning where concepts are being shared with the community and with the State
Preservation Officer (SHPO) for evaluation. After these, which will weeks or months, they will move to the design
phase, then procurement. At least the ball fields will also need approval of the Chicago Plan Commission under the
Lakefront Protection Ordinance because excavation will be required. CPD estimates start at the earliest by late
spring. However any significant changes sought by community groups, officials or SHPO could cause delays, as
could both specialty and historic components, found structural problems, and continuing problems with the supply
chains or labor shortage. Work has to be done in precise order. Nearly every aspect of each facility seems to have
been addressed, but not everything that everyone might want could be included, and controversy was evident except
for the lowa building. Concept drawings were shared for each for questions and comments, and for the dog area two
concepts were shown and put to a poll (with about equal support.).

Information including concepts and contacts will be placed over the next week or so in the updates and construction
website for Jackson Park, https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/. Questions and comments can be put there or
sent to heather.gleason@chicagoparkdistrict.com or |hairston@cityofchicago.org. A ward mtg. will host the Planning
Department early 2022, and perhaps an inpersona large-venue community meeting will called by CPD and
officeholders..

OTHER PLANNING AND FACILITIES ISSUES WERE RAISED:

Alderman Hairston asked an assessment of the condition, type, siting, replacement cost of all benches in the park.
Women’s Comfort Station restoration (by the bowling green). Some progress has been made, but among other
problems are those found with the original foundation and construction.

When will the fencing be taken down at the Bob Pickens Track? Landscape materials got stuck in the supply chain
and it is now late in the season.

UPARR replacement to Midway east panel — Contracts are being vetted. Meetings will be held early next year.

\
Transition. Lee Elder, the first Black man to compete in the Masters, well known golf hero and civil right pathbeaker,
has passed on.

A Thanksgiving and Hannukah message from Interim Superintendent Rosa Escarefio

| wish you and your families a Happy Thanksgiving filled with an abundance of bright moments. On behalf of the entire Chicago
Park District, | want to thank you for your hard work, generosity, and dedication to Chicago parks. Volunteers, like

you, donated tens of thousands of hours to help parks from serving on a Park Advisory Council, managing a Dog Friendly Area,
filling the little free libraries to cleaning up the parks and planting gardens — just to name a few. Your efforts have made an
impact on the parks and help us continue to be among the best park systems in the nation. | look forward to see what our
efforts bring in the future..

To our Jewish friends and all others celebrating Hanukkah, chag sameachi
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Calendar: Fun and action in our Parks

Chicago Park District Jackson winter programs online registration starts Dec. 7. In person Dec. 11. Donating to park
kids scholarships: https://www.chicagoparkdistrict/financial-assistance-fund.

When CPS is out, fieldhouses are open 9-3. Ice rinks including Midway are open but you must pre-register.

View at home this year’s Night Out in the Parks events https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/night-out-at-home.

GO RUN moved this year from LaRabida to 63%° BEACH NOV. 29. https://www.cararuns.org/gorun. (This has
passed and is this year’s last, so mark these Chicago Area Runners Association events for next year.)

15" Annual Turkey Trot- December 19 JPAC gave turkeys to families of winners in 12 divisions.

Kids and teens vied for turkeys and other prizes at the annual Jackson Park daycamp Thanksgiving Turkey Trot that
took place at the Bob Pickens Memorial Track and Field and the Fieldhouse As usual, CPD officials including Area
Manager Demitrice Seaton and the fieldhouse staff, JPACers including president McCurry, Tracy Raoul, Jay Franke,
Fran Vandervoort and others spoke and distributed the frozen turkeys paid for with a JPAC collection,

But TWO SPECIAL GUESTS MADE THE EVENING SPARKLE—Chicago Park District Interim Superintendent and
CEO Rosa Escarefio and Tori Pickens, daughter of Bob Pickens presided. The new Track and Field is named—for
Pickens, who was an Olympic wrestler and college and Chicago Bears (and other teams) player and long a referee
officer, businessman, a president of the Chicago Park District Board of Commissioners and strong supporter of
South Side parks and youth. Both guests spoke and inspirationally engaged with the kids individually as well as with
the whole group. She and Tori also supplied a large event banner for the track. The Superintendent and JPAC also
had a wide-ranging share of ideas about the many facets and the potential of Jackson Park.

Below--upper left by Owen Lawson,rest by by Louise McCurry
Demitrice Seaton. Rosa Escarefio, Louise McCurry, Tori Pickens Winners and volunteers. Fran V gives a turkey to a winner
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Supt. Rosa Escarefio gives a turkeyto a
winner
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