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JPAC Meeting Mon. DEC 14 7pm. Zoom-  

Info’l email to be sent. Or inq. garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
Agenda: reports/updates; Table discussion on activities, renewal; 

Set election of officers 

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

 

News and Features 
 

ALL ACTIVITIES IN THE PARKS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGING 

PANDEMIC RULES.  SEE PAGE 4 FOR THE LATEST.  

  

PROGRAMMING, CLASSES WERE SUSPENDED INDEFINITY  in late 

November. The PD was hoping there will be a winter session at JP 

and some other fieldhouses—check later in the PD website.  

VIRTUAL SPECIALS – find them on PD website and MyChiParks. 

 

Budget planning time: Hearing was held Nov. 18. 

Find the draft budget at https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-

us/departments/budget-and-management.  

The final approval is at December 2 11”30 virtual Board Meeting-find 

sch. in the CPD website under Board of Commissioners. 

Continued on page 4.                 P1 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR 
REC. REG DUES $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

 add /events for calendar 
FACEBOOK. https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ We do Twitter 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app- From our website, or 

download the apps.—Take the virtual tours 
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Minutes of the November 9 2020 7PM JPAC General Meeting 

Louise McCurry convened the call-in meeting at 7 with a quorum of members and 12 total present.  

Minutes of the October meeting were approved as sent.  

Treasurer’s Report. Anne Marie Miles reported $4,282.21 in the unrestricted fund and $150 in the Dwight 

Powell Plaque Fund. JPAC will start the process, choice of styles, fundraising for the plaque. Early 2021 dues 

are welcome. Send to JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649. (Please send an 

email that it is coming- milesesq@aol.com. Chicago Parks Foundation will continue to serve as fiscal sponsor. 

Chicago Park District Budget. Final hearing Nov. 18.  Link to the Budget is in the Newsletter). 

The news is grim regarding programs (but Jackson is expected to have limited programs) Also, many upkeep 

and repair contractors and seasonal workers are cut. Regular staff will be heavily burdened and in many cases 

unable to follow routine schedules including for trash emptying- Louise will coordinate call-ins for service.  

Park Pitch-In Where You Are-- Be the Green. Members took assignments (subject to COVID rules and 

shutdowns).for basic pick up and reporting for visible stretches of the park especially after weekends. Thanks, 

Fran, Louise, Spencer, Kenneth, Anne Marie, Deborah, Gary, Andy, and Jerry and outside parties. 

Table discussion questions—implementing new ways to share park stories and engage residents and 

communities in the park for service, healing and justice.  

Louise recommended reading for a discussion next month  Robin DeAngelo’s “White Fragility” or find a virtual 

forum on such issues and community needs. Youth could be engaged to do topic research and surveys. 

(Thanks for ideas, comments from: Louise, Spencer, Andy, Deborah, Jerry, Mary, and Gary.)   

 

1, Research strong women of Woodlawn, South Shore, and Hyde Park—at the Fair, getting the vote and civil 

rights, building social services and movements—build on existing memorials in our and nearby parks, 

communities. The same can be done for Black leaders and pioneers.  

2, Host a forum on policing and alternative ways to intervene when trouble emerges—what’s the history of 

these, who are served/poorly served in parks and communities—how are needs in parks special, and how 

have neighbors worked to make their parks safe? Include rethinking spaces like the parking lots and their 

surrounds—the most used spaces in the park (when are they threats? Can they be more inviting? 

3, Host a forum on transportation and mobility needs from communities into and through parks and the 

fundamental role of transportation to Chicago, neighborhoods, blocks and parks including ours—what can be 

done to reverse disinvestment and promote access investment as part of park destination? 

4, Hold a forum on getting youth and others trained and employed in greening communities and parks (from 

trees and gardens to solar and battery power) and in building new green housing and infrastructure.  

5, Using our popular natural, green and blue areas as learning and working labs and outdoor youth/adult 

classrooms, with the stewardship programs. This was in planning and team-building before the pandemic. 

Now teachers are more anxious than ever to get kids outdoors. Help us get in touch with them. JPAC agreed 

to write a letter of invite to circulate. Next year, set dates and get it started, make it a model for parks (even 

small) in the area. This could tie in with work in Bobolink, Wooded I, Columbia, 63rd, and GLFER. 

Just recently we had groups, for example from Mount Carmel High School who redid the mulch trails and 

patrolled for garbage in natural areas and park trails. And the nature identification flyers have been renewed in 

the boxes at the ends of the Island—not everything needs to wait until return to normality.  

6, Expand our Little Libraries program to engage the little ones in the park. The playground kiosks are well 

used. We need more books for the kids to take. Tell Louise or Erin Adams. What other locations, other parks? 

 

Capital and restoration needs, progress. Members asked about several priority facilities. Louise responded:  

Darrow Bridge. Funding and commitment are in place and plans in progress. Work is slated to be done in 

conjunction with road reconstruction and tied into the paths north of the OPC. The clock starts after the final 

execution of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) for the OPC, after November 24. It will be a minimum of 6 

months thereafter (according to CDOT) before any of these road and bridge projects can start.   P2 
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La Rabida (Promontory Circle). Restoration and maintenance work is now underway on two parts of the 

historic 1893 bastion wall and toe stone, at the end of the drive and to the stairs of the raised platform at the 

harbor entrance that once housed the old replica of La Rabida Convent in Spain and a museum. Rodney 

Morris of La Rabida Children’s Hospital provided information including impacts on Hospital operation.  

Work is expected to start on the two breakwaters in the channel, and short-term shore protection near La 

Rabida Children’s Hospital, and harbor upgrades. Funds for all of these are from a variety of agencies.  

Iowa Building. A combination of the pandemic and cutbacks at the Park District has delayed the survey and 

drawing of plans by an engineering/architectural firm under a state grant. This is expected to be carried out this 

winter. JPAC will discuss with the team costs and priorities of various needs at this historic 1930s facility.  With 

plans and projection of costs in hand, funds to do the work can be sought.  

Women’s Comfort Station near Science Drive and the Bowling Green. A tree fell on this washroom that is 

considered the oldest structure in the park, so this has become more than a roof repair job. It has to be done to 

historic standards. We will check on the schedule.  

The Burnham-designed Comfort Station at the southeast corner of the golf course. This appears to be in an 

advanced state of disrepair. Several groups have pressed to put this on the radar to be studied and addressed, 

like the Statue of the Republic and the English Comfort Station are stipulated (those in the MOA mitigations).  

Natural areas. Jerry Levy asked that we check the proposed PD budget and departments on how much 

maintenance and expertise we can expect from contractors or staff for the areas, including GLFER and what 

volunteers can do, and whether there will be a contractor in charge of restored and expanded GLFER areas.   

Transit access to the park. Gary Ossewaarde described a number of upgrades to Metra fares and service 

and Metra and CTA station rebuilds that will make it easier to get to the park.  

 

 

New Business. National Parks. Louise asked permission for JPAC to sign on to a letter from the national 

parks support organization to the federal departments and next president supporting major staffing restorations 

including a permanent Parks Director, more rangers, and pollution alerts. Approved by consensus. 

Andy Carter described the project to restore and expand Amanda’s Garden at 56th and Kenwood. New natural 

plantings, natural-material benches, and re-mulched paths have created an outdoor classroom and meditation 

center. He suggested this could be done at some of our playgrounds and natural areas. He thanked JPAC for 

allowing him to take some of our excess mulch (for the Iowa Building paths) in exchange for sweat equity in 

helping mulch the Iowa paths. JPAC has also shared bags of mulch/chips with other parks. 

 

Interior trails in Wooded Island were re-mulched by groups of students from Mount Carmel High School. The 

students also have been doing wide pickup sweeps in the park. 

Louise said she is in communication with service groups at the University of Chicago on projects that could 

safely be done. For example, park visitor counts are needed—she counted 200 entering the park on a 

weekend 2-hour period. Suggested was documentation of who uses the different playgrounds.   

Resolution re: Meetings and Elections. Treasurer Anne Marie Miles moved on behalf of the Executive 

Committee a resolution asked by Chicago Park District and our fiscal agent Chicago Parks Foundation:  

“During periods of extended civil emergency the PAC can hold virtual meetings. When the Park District allows 

PAC elections, as soon as allowed in 2021, JPAC will timely hold a regular election for all offices.” At general 

request, amendment was added that the preferred meeting platform is Zoom, which includes visual and phone 

mode. The amended motion was unanimously adopted. 

Moved to adjourn the meeting. Next meeting December 14.  

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary.           P3 



 

Here is the latest on park use from the Chicago Park District as of Nov. 20 2020, 

date of return to Stage 3 restrictions. 

1. All in-person programming in the park is suspended until further notice. Fieldhouses will be open 

only for washroom and sheltering purposes, during regular hours. 

2. Parkland, except east of Lakeshore Drive, remains open to public use (walking, running, biking) but 

not to gatherings other than families and not to activities with close contact, and only observing the 

masking and social distancing protocols. On trails, “keep it moving.” 

Continue to check the Chicago Park District (www.chicagoparkdistrict.com) and City 
of Chicago websites for the most up to date information and guidance. 
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/sites/covid-19/home.html  
Website Link to Release: https://bit.ly/Fall20-Covid19-Update  
Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoParkDistrict/photos/a.65224123710/10158745441413711  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ChicagoParks/status/1329593757499596800  
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/p/CHy7g1Qjm70/ 

 

The next stage of options in our parks- ideas for us and for next spring’s 

PAC Conference  
Chicago parks have been in the forefront for 150 years. Over decades large parks and boulevards were 

designed by giants including Olmsted and Jensen. Chicago was in the lead in the playground and fitness 

movements, and invented the well-programmed Regional park centered on the Fieldhouse, a structure largely 

invented in Chicago. Supplementing were museums down to playlots. There are parts of the city, including 

nearby, that could use more---imaginative! park land and (user-made?) programs. During the triple challenge 

of the pandemic, racial reckoning, and long term disinvestment and inequity in communities, a new look is 

being taken on how parks can better serve and convene communities and offer more opportunities for users.  

JPAC is participating in planning for the next annual PAC Conference, (virtual) in early 2021 and open to all 

PAC members. The Conference is an annual joint project of Chicago Park District, Chicago Parks Foundation, 

PACs, and allies. It will include plenary(s), breakout interactive seminars, and meet-the-staff.  

First, JPAC is sharing with planners our experience this year with the CPF’s Pitch-In for the Parks which we 

will be adapting for the seasons and for pandemic regulations that will change over coming months to allow 

individuals and families to adopt park sections for pickup and attention, as well as for larger workdays with 

learning when these are possible again.  

Second, we are sharing the ideas that are coming forward in our Table Discussions (see in the minutes) and 

which we intend to make a regular portion of our meetings.  

Third, we will prepare to pilot and demonstrate new ideas such as already being rolled out, for example at the 

November Board of Commissioners meeting and that will be explored at the Conference, including 

--PARK RX. Healing & health-building walks, meditation, exercise stations?, vital signs. –(ditto) GREEN RX.  

–Mentoring youth.    –Programming flipped (Doing as teaching/learning).  

–Meetings reinvented. 

Board of Commissioners Meeting and Budget Hearing November 18 
JPAC treasurer Dwight Powell, who transitioned last April was celebrated by President LaVelle and the Board. 

Ideas for the PAC Conference, implementation of latest COVID regulations, and ways to move ahead. 

At the budget hearing, Supt. Mike Kelly and team discussed coping, initiatives. (View recorded meetings.) 

See the Budget at https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-

public/documents/departments/budget/2021/2021%20Budget%20Recommendations.pdf      P4 
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Obama Presidential Center review process and MOA 

The Section 106 Federal Historic Review is finished with issuance on November 24 of the Final Memorandum 

of Agreement (MOA) [Ed. Update- official December 17]. Besides required and invited governmental 

signatories, up to 80 Consulting Partners including JPAC have been invited to concur. The MOA covers 

responsibilities of various agencies, including stipulations with timetables requiring mitigations of adverse 

effects upon the original design/historic character of the affected parks. JPAC finds the investigations, 

documentation, and determinations under Section 106, and the also Environmental Assessment, thorough 

and sufficient. The stipulations provide for honoring, documenting, and continuing the legacy of the park and a 

start to rehabilitation and restoration of key historic and other contributing features. Given that the feds 

declared the OPC siting choice was the city’s, the feds shaped the projects to optimize movement and 

connectivity, provide more and improved natural area and landscape in the park, minimize and make up for 

damage and loss in original design and historic significance. Beyond these, JPAC agrees, the OPC itself will 

create in the park and community a large range of new meaning, legacy for our time, and new programming, 

landscape, recreation, and ways to bring people into our park. JPAC will work with others to monitor 

implementation of all the stipulations for rigor, seek to go beyond, and push separately for rehabilitation of 

historic and other features and facilities throughout our park.  

We do not have a start date or schedule and only a generalized sense of sequencing for the projects. 

MOA Stipulations regarding mitigating historic effects and commemorating the history of of the park 

-- Documentation of existing conditions of affected areas 

-- New, properly documented Application for National Register of Historic Places Designations 

-- A Historic Preservation Plan for Jackson Park 

-- Physical and virtual exhibits and memorializations of park design and history and communities w public input 

-- Determination with the community of how people have used and want to use their park 

-- Determination of appropriate recreational and open land use of east end of the Midway with public input 

-- Assessment, plans, implementation of rehabilitation of Statue of the Republic, English Comfort Station. 

Building Chicago’s Public Spaces with Julia Bachrach 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 6:00PMIn partnership with the Chicago Architecture Center and Chicago 

Public Library, park historian Julia  

Bachrach will highlight two major architectural themes in park history: the Museum of Science and Industry, 

built as the Palace of Fine Arts for the World’s Columbian Exposition and the fieldhouse, an influential building 

type invented in Chicago. Additional information and registration:  

https://chipublib.bibliocommons.com/efents/519c4a02e085ab5c2af057d  

Julia’s blog: https://jbachrach.com/blog/2020/10/30/from-swanps-to-parks-building-chicagos-public-spaces  

Transit improvements coming for our park and communities 
For Metra a Fair Transit South Cook pilot starts January 4, reducing Metra Electric fares to about CTA level 

plus other upgrades. Information, survey- www.cookcountyil.gov/FAIRTRANSIT. HPKCC’s Transit Task Force 

(www.hydepark.org/transit-task-force ) +Coalition for a Modern Metra Electric  (www.modernmetra.electric.org)  

will hold a zoom public forum January 28 7 pm. Sign up for registration notice at transit@hydepark.org.  

Also, the 59th and 60th Metra station will undergo a $9M rebuild including opening the 60th exit. And CTA will 

rebuild the 63rd/Cottage station and other area facilities. 

  

Children’s books (non-used) needed at Little Libraries-commissioner751@icloud.com  

Dues Renewal time – won’t you join for 2021? We do more than hold meetings! Your 

contribution helps us pay the bills and do extras for the park and its users. The Form follows below.       P5 
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Protecting Nature, 
Preserving History, 

Supporting Recreation 
 

6401 S. Stony I Ave. 60637 
 

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.
org  

 
President 
Louise McCurry 
commissioner751@icloud.com 
 
Vice President 
Spencer Bibbs 
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com 
 
Secretary 
Gary Ossewaarde 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 
Treasurer 
Anne Marie Miles 

milesesq@aol.com 

Sunday, November 22, 2020 
 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP / CONTRIBUTION 
FORM for Nov 2020-2021 

Dear Member/Friend: With our park rising fast but with much to do and at stake, 
can you support us, financially or by joining? Your contact information ensures that 
you receive the monthly JPAC Newsletters electronically, lets us reach our friends 
with emerging park issues and special opportunities, and helps us fund supplies 
for park kids and workdays and hold special lectures and events. 
E addresses are especially welcome. JPAC usually meets 2nd Mondays 7 p.m. 
usually at the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. but special arrangements are 
necessary during the pandemic 
Our fiscal agent is Chicago Parks Foundation, EIN 45-4866050. Please consult 
your tax advisor regarding deductions.  
NOTE: “Dues” are NOT required for participation or for voting at JPAC meetings (there is a 
modest prior attendance requirement).  

 
Please return this form with your check made out to JPAC to a meeting or mail to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.  
 
 

TODAY’S DATE ________________________ 
 
NAME___________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE(s)________________________________________________________ 
     
EMAIL___________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature (if non-electronic)_________________________________________ 
 
 

_____ $35 INDIVIDUAL FRIEND (BASIC MEMBERSHIP DUES)  
_____ $100 GUARDIAN 
_____ $250 CONSERVATOR 
_____ $500 PATRON 
_____ $1,000 FOUNDER 
_____ OTHER  Signature (if non-electronic) ________________________________ 
 
MY INTERESTS IN OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE PARK, or I wish to volunteer for a Committee: 
Workdays, Nature, Program and Youth, Connectivity, Sports/rec., Safety, and Outreach/fundraising  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
. . 

 

 

 


