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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2022 vol. 29 #2,rev

Jackson Park: Nature, History, Recreation. South Park E. Div. 150 years. JPAC 23 - Nov. 1983

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, )
Mar 14, Apr 11, May 9, June 13

BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP

Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

Ask about voluntary gifts, which

have no relationship to memb etc.

Anne Marie Miles-
milesesg@aol.com

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com 773-726-4259
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
silevy@jeromelevylaw.com
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaguarium.org
Lit Librar erinjadams@gmail.com
Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
South Region Mgr. Maya Solis
312 747 747-7661,

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton
demitrice.seaton@cpkd website
Security 312 747-2193

Lkft attn Tom 312-448-3793

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org
is under update and renovation (Do not use for “membership.”).

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Recommended: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ https://jacksonparkwildflowers
.org. Con/traffic updates but not nec. complete https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/

CONTENTS.. P2 MEETING NOTICE, Upcoming Events.

Pp 3-5 DECEMBER MINUTES. Pp 5-6 2021 Summary.
Pp 6-7 and 9, 10 Short reports. P 7-8 Last Year and Around the Park in Pictures

CANCELLED: FEB 14 MTG.
NEXTJPAC MTG., MON MAR 14 7/PM sharp

FIELDHOUSE gym, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. (Show proof of vaccination, fill
in Membership application and sign in at thet sign in tables)

All are welcome at our meetings. TO JOIN, JUST COME, GO TO SIGN IN
TABLE. There is a voting attendance requirement (2 prior meetings in the past
12 month period) and to fill in application if have not before.

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson Park
through which information regarding JP can be share ; to advise and make recom-
mendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park maintenance and
other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs); to encourage
long-range planning for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s
programs and facilities at JP; to increase community awareness by involving all
segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and
implementation of JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding
to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park.
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NEXT PAC MEETINGS

FEBRUARY 14 MEETING HAS BEEN CANCELLED DUE TO EVOLVING COVID
conditions and CPD rules (check of attendees for vaccination, masking,
distancing- esp. as they and numbers affect suitability of the gym.

WE WILL SEND MORE INFORMATION ON THE MARCH 14 MEETING AND THE
AGENDA ABOUT 14 DAYS PRIOR. Our meetings are on the 2" MONDAY, 7 PM in
the fieldhouse gym, 6401 S. Stony Island Avenue.

All are welcome to attend and participate. New attendees can start the membership
process by (fully, please) filling in the Application and signing in. After one has also
attended their 2" meeting (in the prior 12 months) they may vote starting at their third.

To be among the hundreds who are sent the Newsletter monthly by email, contact
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com.
Note- check www.chicagoparkdistrict.com for changing COVID protocols in the parks

and at meetings. For the fieldhouse-proof of vaccination, masking, distancing.

SAVE THE DATES start of a new spring for Jackson and PACs citywide

MARCH 5 Virtual PAC Conference, 9 am-1 pm. CommUNITY in Parks.

Registration is open now. Be sure to select among the dynamic interactive topical 30 or 60 minute sessions
designed and run aby PACs including JPAC to help bring PACS to compliance and the next level. Bring all

your questions. Organized by the Chicago Parks Foundation and Chicago Park District,
Topics include Best Practices, Community Building/Engagement, Leadership, Social-Emotional, Special
Events/Programming, Projects, and more. Register https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/pacconference.

MARCH 13 (Sunday) 10AM- ANNUAL CLARENCE DARROW BRIDGE- TALKS AND WREATH TOSS. From the

east (parking lot) side of the bridge. (By car enter from Lake Shore Drive at 5800 Science Drive.)

AND WE ARE PLANNING FAMILY EVENTS FOR LATE APRIL, MAY and beyond.
CHERRY BLOSSOMS, RETURN OF THE DOCENTS, JAPANESE CHILDREN’S DAY FESTIVALS. Ap >

MIGRATORY BIRD DAY 2" Sat. in May? (Walks, scavenger hunt, diorama boxes, make a bird house. WMBD inc.

suggests 11 birds to watch for. (Note- Chicago Audubon does weekend bird walks. Year round)

DOING DAYS for all ages- EARTH DAY (tent. for us April 23),
IT’S YOUR PARK DAY in May...

Our own PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS currently on a weather-permitting basis from fieldhouse Tu 9:30, Sat
11(contact Louise 773-844-2225). Note: these One-Day Volunteer activities do not require background checks
or fingerprinting but you do need to sign a waiver form. The CPF citywide program has kickoff on It’s Your

Park Day and runs June-Oct —see in https://chicagoparksfoundation.org.

APPLICATIONS for your picnics and events are now opening on the Park District website.

Applications for summer and other park JOBS including for youth are also open. Also spring 10 WEEK CLASS
SPORT AND RECREATION LEADERSHIP and TEEN OPPORTUNITY READINESS FAIRS (March, City Colleges

sites) https://www.chicagoparkdistrict/jobs.
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MINUTES- December 13 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Mtg (rev 2/3/22)

last 4 lines of last par. and addition of persons that had been left off attendance)

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7 p.m. with a quorum in Jackson Park fieldhouse gym, 6401 S.
Stony Island Ave. General Attendance--70. Attending also were Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam and CPD
Community Relations Manager Maria Stone.. 33 Voting Members (of 62) attended. Attendance record is appended.

Handouts: Agenda, December Newsletters with November minutes, Annual Report Narrative, Bylaws Amendment re
no-dues to be voted on, Bylaws Amendment to be introduced re: membership.

Minutes of the November 2021 minutes were accepted as mailed.

Treasurer Anne Marie Miles was unable to attend due to an out of town death in the family. Monthly and annual
reports wil be given at the next meeting.

Guest, Committee, and Subject reports

Sonya Horvath, Chicago Parks Foundation described work of the Foundation with PACs and especially with JPAC.
The cooperation with pacs takes ideas to action to keep up parks. For example, the Foundation registers and
provides supplies for cleanup programs. Jackson had 300 volunteer experiences for Pitch In this year.

Golf. Tracy Raoul talked about the Jackson Park Women’s Golf Association, founded in 1932 as the seond (by one
month) such in the country. She explained her reasons for supporting the proposed remake of the courses. Several
attendees spoke against or for such undertaking. Concerns both ways included alleged hyping and misinformation
and need to evaluate changing need for space for various sports and parkland use and maintenance.

Holiday, other Programs. Turkey Trot kid’s races were held at the new Field and Track. Interim Superintendent Rosa
Escarefio was special guest of honor. 12 turkeys bought with money donated by JPAC members went to winners.
Christmas party and treats for kids. (The mentioned program was changed after the meeting to a multi-park toy and
treat giveaway at the Midway Plaisance ice rink December 17. JPAC was did treats.) Also announced was Cornell
Playlot PAC’s exciting annual caroling, hot chocolate and cookies December 17, Thursday, 5PM at 5473 S. Cornell.
Supervisor Beckam cited football and ping pong as among JPs most thriving programs. He suggested searching
CPD website for a suite of all-day Girls Day of Play day in January, including at Jackson.

JPAC All Stars. Almost 20 volunteers and doers this year were acknowledged and applauded proudly.

Old
business- Bylaws amendment. Jerry Levy, chair of the bylaws committee, presided and introduced the proposal for
the bylaws committee, placed at the November meeting on the agenda to be voted on tonight. The motion was
moved and seconded to change Article Three, Section 5—delete the title and entire current language. P2

Replace the above with the following.

Section 5: Contributions. Per Article Three/Section 1, There is no requirement of dues for voting membership.
Contributions are voluntary.

Voting was by raised green Post-It® issued to qualified voting members upon sign in. 33 yeas constituted all (over a
2/3 majority) of the 33 attending voting members at this meeting at which there was a quorum. The Amendment was
approved and will be sent including as integrated into the document to the voting membership.

New business. Introduction of a bylaws amendment by the Bylaws Committee. Jerry Levy, chair, presided.
The full report of the Bylaws Committee on this set of changes was at the meeting and will be sent .as finalized. P3




Levy said the committee was charged with determining whether current provisions are adequate for our present P3
needs, especially growth in numbers coming to vote at meetings. How do you accommodate people now in process
and those who may prefer to meet some requirements by service activities, which we want to encourage.

Levy read the proposed change and said it can be modified, including service requirement such as by postponing the
service requirement effect date to summer. He said the committee will offer a motion on that at the next meeting.

Article Three, Section 2 Individual Voting Membership
Delete current Section 2:
Individual Voting Membership—An-indivi

meetings during the prior twelve months.

Replace Section 2 with the Following Content:

Section 2- Individual Voting Membership.

An individual is a voting member in good standing if they have submitted a membership form providing
current contact information, and attended at least 4 (four) meetings and participated in 3 (three) volunteer
activities or events. The member can vote at the 5" JPAC meeting after completing these two requirements
Attendance at meetings and volunteer events is determined member sign-in sheets validated and maintained
by the JPAC Secretary.

Article Three, Section 2. Organizational Voting Membership.
Delete current section 3

Replace Section 3 with with the following content:

Organizational Voting Membership: An organization may be a voting member if (1) it is a commercial or not-
for-profit group registered with the lllinois Office of the Secretary of State and (2) via its membership
representatives has met the attendance and volunteer requirements delineated in Article Three, Section 2.
Each representative must fillout a membership application form providing current contact information and its
State File Number. It must designate in writing one representative as a voting member and one or more
alternates, one of whom is entitled to represent the organization at a JPAC meeting. Only one member
(voting or alternate) may represent the organization at any one meeting.

Comment at the end of the committee report- not part of the Amendment-- clarifies from Article Twelve,
Amendments that if the proposal is by consensus placed on the agenda for the next meeting, it can be amended,
and if approved goes into effect as an amendment the following meeting.

Marc Lipinski spoke and reminded that in order to be legally placed on the agenda for the next meeting, a motion has
to be made and seconded seeking consensus to do so, and this had not yet happened. The president acknowledged
and said the committee proposal is on the floor and opened the floor for discussion and comments with
determination yes or no on consensus to follow. About fifteen spoke for and against the proposal.

Some said JPAC is /should be basically a service and volunteering organization—you come to a pac to work for the
park. Others said the pac is the community voice that deals with the Park District and so should concentrate on park
issues and policies. Some brought up whether under present rules it is too easy to manipulate meetings for single
issues or non-park/political purposes. Another issue was how much experience /time, and what kind with the
organization was best for the organization to do its jobs while attracting/serving members and residents. The pres-
ident called for a vote for consensus by members’ hands holding markers indicating voting member status to place
the proposal-on the agenda of the next meeting. (Allowed options for the next meeting under Art. 12 had been
shown.) Vote 16-15. Some members rose to object to control of the count and rules for consensus, but the chair
ruled that per RRO and the bylaws the vote showed consensus and interest in continuing discussion at next meeting.
The time being beyond the 8:30 limit for programs in the gym, and the body generally leaving the room, she asked
for then gaveled adjournment .per RRO.

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary P4



December 13, 2021 Attendance. 70 excluding 2 from CPD Beckam and M Stone

Adams, E Hall, R
Alper, E Hammond, D
Anton, M Harper, J
Avila, S Harper, P
Bibbs, S Harris, Y
Clement, J Hendricks, S
Collard, A Herrera, D
Daughrity, L Hersh, M
DeBonnett, A Hopkins, M
DeMan, J Horvath, S
DeMan, K Hoyt, J
Deschner, R Inglis, T
DeVaughn, D Jeyifo, M (G..)
Ensign, A Johnson, D
Evans, M Johnson, S
Franke, J° Levy, J°
Glover, A Lewis, S
Goki, R Lipinski, M

Maule, M
McCurry, L
McGruder, D
Mills, F
Monaghan, M
Morris, R
Nelms, B
Newman, K
Newsome, C
Okunola, J
Ossewaarde, G
Panelas, T
Patterson, B
Patterson, J
Pike, R
Porter, L
Raber, J

rev. Jan 31, 2022

Raoul, T
Rawson, K
Ribstein, S
Rogers, E
Ross, L
Rubin, R
Rydzon, B
Schechter, E
Schwab, A
Shaefer, D
Sjursen, H
Sjursen, K
Smolerek, E
Spicer, J
Stone, G
Wagenseil, P
Wallace, S

Building on a decade of success in getting park needs accomplished or slated:

Report Activities Summary for 2021 by Vera Louise McCurry, President

JPAC engages every visible and not visible part of Jackson Park for enhanced safety and recreation and natural

area protection each day.
Total of 2,000 volunteers during covid 2021

-Groups volunteering for work days and Jackson Park Tours with JPAC in

1.Schools

Organize and Present Nature and Park History clinics and volunteer service events.

Just a few of the schools participating during this pandemic year.

-Lab

-UofC

-Carnegie

-Mount Carmel
-Kenwood

-University of lllinois
-Northwestern University
-IIT

-Columbia College
-Roosevelt University

2. Community groups and businesses

-Coalition of African American Juvenile Court officers
-Chicago Fire corporate officers

-Chicago Bears

-3rd District Police

-University of Chicago Police

-Garden of the Phoenix Foundation

-Obama Foundation

-WinTrust

-Northern Trust

-Chicago Assoc of Realtors

PS5



JPAC programs and Activities

Sponsor Park Kids programs:

Sponsor Girls in the Park programs

Lead Seniors Park Walking teams

Sponsor Tiny Tykes fitness and tumbling team

Organize and lead. “ it's your Park Day” cleanups

Organize and lead summer weekly 57th, 63rd, and 67th Beach Cleanups

Organize and lead Earth Day Park Clean ups

Organize and lead Pitch In for the Parks. Two days per week organizing and leading community and

corporate volunteer cleanups.

Organize and lead “ Make Music Jackson Park” bringing youth musicians to perform in the park

e Organize and lead “Piano in the Park” free piano lessons for kids in the park.

e Organize and lead Garden of the Phoenix Docents Program (teaching 500 to 2000 people per day during
spring, summer, fall weekends

e Organize and lead Japanese Cherry Blossom Festival tours and on site education 7 to 8,000 people came
per day during the height of the blooms in April.

e Organize and lead May 5th Children’s Day celebration in the Garden of the Phoenix

e Sponsor and Support the Jackson Park Disc Golf Course Development and Summer Tournament

e Organize local Support for Community “Night out in the Park”-Movies.

o Daily walk through and bike through park -(safety and vandalism tours ) with immediate referral to police,
park security, and the appropriate park and city departments

e Clear safety hazards and report to appropriate departments burned garbage cans, drug garbage, used

condoms, fast food, dangerous trash, broken equipment.

Rechipping of playgrounds and hazards, reporting damaged park lighting .

Graffiti removal on signs, equipment, buildings

Damaged bridges and paths reported to park departments

Columbia (Darrow ) Bridge reconstruction plans monitoring.

Bird, fish, and amphibian habitat vandalism repair and report to Park District Departments

Planting new non invasives in Bobolink Meadow

Trimming park trees with Hyde Park Tree Keepers

Cleaning and removing and/ or reporting damage to sculptures, park art, park historical sites, lakefront rocks.

Photographing and reporting damage anywhere in park and reporting to Park Department

Reporting and speaking for Jackson Park needs at monthly Park Board Meetings @“People in the Park”

Segments

JPAC Volunteers and Stewards are constantly actively improving and maintaining Jackson Park.

UPDATES and SHORT REPORTS

2021 FINANCIALS- taken from Report of Treasurer Anne Marie Miles to Chicago Parks Foundation
Year start-$4,357.21, Revenue- $1,048.00, Expenditures- $455.19, Ending balance $4, 950.02.

DOINGS. JPAC provided treats for the citywide CPD GIRIS AT PLAY games January 28.at neighbor Harris Park.
Our own Track and Field is well used, although it will take ingenuity to get rid of winter snow and ice.

A GIFT TO START 2022. An anonymous donor gave JPAC a gift of $2,500 through the Chicago Parks
Foundation, which will hold the money. Ideas for use sought from members. JPAC gives the donor a hearty thanks.

BRIDGES update. In January NL we reported on concerns that the trajectory of Darrow/ Bridge and connecting
paths may have stalled. We are told by CDOT that the funds are earmarked from the state $45 billion Rebuild Illinois
capital program. We have learned this was via legislator earmark by Representative Tarver. The 106 review is said
by CDOT to be in process and that the project will commence after the review. P6



MORE BRIDGE NEWS. January 18-19 lllinois Department of Transportation and elected officials announced this
year’s projects from the Federal Infrastructure Act, in which the feds pay the entire cost. The projects include major
and lesser repairs on nearly all the bridges and underpasses in Jackson Park. Notably the Hayes Drive south
lagoon-end bridge by the Statue of the Republic, the 59" Inlet bridge, and the underpasses and bridges at 57", P6
59" 63", and Marquette. (Bridges to Wooded Island are sound although we note some gapping and beam damage.)
Sara Paretsky and Jay Franke recently wrote letters to the Hyde Park Herald about the poor and in some cases
unsafe condition of many of the BIKE /WALK/RUN TRAILS in the park. And JPAC has asked paving (at least for
now with gravel) of a section of trail in the southeast part of the park. How can our part of Chicago become a
“biketropolis” and we have the park of our dreams without good trails? The trails have been a problem for decades
due to no substrata under the paving and use by heavy trucks. How about trails as an ongoing top priority?

(reports continue p 9)

The Years 2021 and beyond in Jackson Park in pictures

Cherry festival time and start of docent program

Pitch in for the Parks, Disc Golf, work,
wood carving...




Park Sup Bobbie Beckam with his Pickleball 1% place trophy at Gately Stadium
Bike and vandal damaged Fencing at Sky Landing to protect damaged lawn
Meditation mat given by a filming company for the Japanese Garden tea pavilion
thrown on the ground .(taken away for cleaning and storage until spring)

Park sign for the fieldhouse with “Jackson” spray painted out

Damaged bricks, bench (and lighting) at La Rabida Plaza

Steps long damaged at Convent Hill on Promontory Point Drive by La Rabida
Paint graffiti (int’g but inapp here;) great bastion wall by harbor inlet Prom. Drive




EYES ON THE PARK Another of this winter’s inspection and reporting tours was held in mid January. Among
the damage reported was old and new by La Rabida Hospital including at the historic brick plaza and its benches,,
lighting fixtures, concrete stairs at convent mound, and graffiti on the historic bastion wall. See some pics below
(Updates continues on p.

Park stewards and their teams honored

September 6 63" St. Beach and LaRabida steward Edward Warden of the Shedd Conservation Project was
interviewed by FOX32 Chicago. This January Shedd Aquarium announced an major upgrade that includes its
conservatlon program, locally, with the Great Lakes, and worldwide.

According to Mr. Warden'’s year end report, their work in the Park included:

63" Street Beach:16 workdays, 425 volunteers, 1000 volunteer hours, 3150 Ibs of trash removed and 400 new
plants set;

La Rabida Shores: 4 workdays, 110 volunteers, 250 hours, and 1625 Ibs of trash removed.

Plus extensive weeding at both sites, monitoring of a dozen threatened or rare species, and installation of signage at
63" about the Cliff Swallow colony there.

In November the Bobolink team led by Gail Parry and Norm Bell and Columbia Basin and TreeKeeper steward
Nancy Joseph in an article in the Hyde Park Herald.

In addition to work in the park outlined above and in the Annual Report Summary, we attracted a steady stream of
new attendees to our 11 monthly meetings, several of whom became members even before a set of mega issues
and interests in our park and PAC drew a major increase in attendance late in the year. We are working to
accommodate these and make sure our PAC is up to date, in compliance with the Park District, and welcoming. This
involves a large amount of record keeping and more. We also reached out to more residents and attended
community meetings, conferences and forums.

Celebrate the 130" anniv. of the Feb. 19 1893 signing of the agreement of Japan and

Chicago for the WCE Japan concession and permanent gift to Chicago. Briefly at March 14 JPAC meeting.
Meanwhile see the exhibit at U of C Regenstein Special Collections museum on the Hyde Park and Chicago
Japanese presence to the present day-extraordinarily rich and rare materials.

Funds under the Great Lakes Resiliency initiative for the long sought Chicago shore protection $3 M

Study (General Reevaluaiion Report or GRR) was recently released. This covers unfinished sections and areas
damaged by recent years’ high waters. In Jackson in the study is LaRabida through 67" for sure. Half the funding is
from the federal Infrastructure Act (an addition by our Rep. Robin Kelly) and the rest by the city partners. Many
chances for public comment are promised over the next 3 years. .

OPC construction, and open area namings

Representatives from the Obama Foundation and Lakefront Alliance reported at Alderman Hairston’s January
meeting. First, the land was cleared and dirt repositioned so work can continue in winter since soil doesn’t freen
below about 3 feet down. Sheeting (geopiling) is now being driven around the site to keep hydraulic separation On
the east this is west of Cornell Drive —land to the east will be part of the lagoon hydrology. Site water is removed and
replaced by a heavy water-resisting material in cavities. Caissons are being sunk and filled with concrete to support
structural elements when the Center is completed, from the east almost the entire site will appear green as the
varied vegetation and hills sweep up to the west over structures. A tentative schedule was given, but is subject to
such matters as the supply chain crisis and completion with other construction projects for materials. Work will
proceed from the north to the south but it will be a year and some months before the Museum tower rises above the
ground, and 18 months until complete (and include the only free sky observation deck in Chicago. A steady stream
of creative things to do and learn wil be in the various buildings and outside. You can find a video of the creation of
the Center and its varied planned programming—truly unique if accomplished—by going to www.obama.org. There



http://www.obama.org/

was also an update on achieving workforce and career and business growth. Visit https://lakesidealliance.org.

SEE CONSTRUCTION UPDATES- https://www.jacksonparkimprovements.org. Chicago Dept. of Plg. Is
holding an OPC and Greater Woodlawn (incl. the Ordinance) update meeting via Zoom for (limited) reps of
orgs Feb. 16. Preliminary ROAD WORK is starting, to be followed by substantial work in March.

SEPARATELY, the Foundation has a policy of naming major features after Black heroes. Two so far are
the open Plaza, after deceased Civil Rights giant and long-time Congressman John Lewis, and the Winter
Garden after teen Hadiya Pendleton, slain shortly after participating in the Obama 2" Inauguration
festivities, by gang gunfire in Kenwood’s Harsh Park that now bears her name. Hadiya’s death P9
was a spark for the anti-violence movement. Michelle Obama in the announcement of the garden
dedication said that a special sadness was that her mother and family had done all they were supposed to
do to advance Hadiya to be the best she could be and to keep her safe. The space will serve to honor
them all and offer solace and encouragement to parents and children alike, Michelle said.

Sun, Snow, and Seeds. Nancy Joseph, steward,and Michelle Seidl mix wildflower and sedge seeds
into snowpack at the west side of the Columbian Basin. Jay Franke, who took the picture, helped also.
Feb 7, 2022

P10
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