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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER FEBRUARY 2021 vol. 28 #2rev

NATURE-HISTORY-RECREATION JACKSON PARK- CARED FOR BY JPAC & NEIGHBORS

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony |

BOARD
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR
REC. REG DUES $35

Send check made to JPAC to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles

6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com

Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
Region Mgr. Maya Solis

312 747 747-7661,

Area Mgr. Farah Tunks
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org
(fiid calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page.
https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter same handle.

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app-, ######

To get this and other Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

m 773 324-0450.
Security 312 747-2193
Lkft Cdr 312-448-3793

pl, 3-4 IMPORTANT NEWS/ - pp 2-3 January MINUTES
2021 Membership printable form is attached at the end.

JPAC Meeting Mon. FEB 8 7p.m. Virtual

Info’l email to be sent. oring. garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Agenda: reports; intro/disc. - virtual mtgs AMENDMENT; fut. plans

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson
Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District
on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to
encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park &
program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding.

Won’t you join JPAC as a dues paying member or contributor?
2021 Form is appended to this Newsletter.

News and Features uppbaTe- iIN PERSON WINTER

CPD PROGRAMS RESUMING. -SIGN UP FOR 1/25-3/28 in-
person sessions at www.bit.ly/2XZIce5 or CPD website.

IN PARK-FOLLOW PANDEMIC RULES. Parks are open for groups of
10 or less but closed east of the Lakefront Trail & for playgrounds. On
trails, keep moving. Check CPD and city websites for rules updates.

Save the date March 6- Annual PAC Convention, for PAC
members. Virtual. Reg. opens by Feb. 8, info will be forwarded to memb.

THERE ARE MANY VIRTUAL camps, classes, and specials —find
them on PD website and MyChiParks. In-person activities — skating
at the Maggie Daley Ice Ribbon and 6 Blackhawks-supported rinks
including Midway Plaisance.

JACKSON PARK WALKING GROUP Tu, Th 9:30, fldhse
Something familiar, something new. See page 3 P1
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Minutes of the January 2021 JPAC Meeting

This was our annual election meeting from 2020, postponed because of the pandemic. Louise McCurry
convened the call-in meeting at 7:06 p.m. Twenty-three called in; 17 of these were from the 23 qualified to
vote, a quorum. (We apologize to 3 others who could not get in because of an erroneous access code; they
are excused). Representing the CPD were Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam and Jerome Scott.

Minutes of the December meeting. In the memorial to Peter O. Vandervoort, the word “emeritus” was repeated.
Robin Kaufman said that her intended request regarding Darrow Bridge was for a narrow path on the bridge,
not a separate foot bridge. The minutes were approved as corrected.

Treasurer. Anne Marie gave final year totals of $4,182.21 in the regular account and $150.00 in the Powell
memorial fund for a total of $4,332.21, no transactions. There will be checks to deposit in January. The Powell
Plague- we have to decide where and the style and price options. The Finance Committee is preparing reports
to the Park District and our fiscal sponsor, Chicago Parks Foundation. (Our narrative report was published in
our January Newsletter.)

Work activities and walking/meditation groups. Due to the pandemic, our major activity in 2020 was Pitch-In for
the Parks, a program developed by the Chicago Parks Foundation, which generously provided bags, gloves,
water, and snacks. Twice a week in the summer and fall large and small groups (over 2,000 check-ins),
masked and distanced, picked up and separated trash, righted tipped cans, documented/ photographed
problems for reporting, picked gypsy moths off trees, made piles of some of the 420+ branches / boughs blown
down in a derecho, and mulched trails on Wooded Island and paths at La Rabida and at the lowa building. She
noted that CPD says it is working on tree replacement. Other JPAC members monitored and documented
ongoing damage to the shore the ongoing repair and preventative measures by the city and Army Corps.
Louise reminded members to tend and keep an eye on their personal circuit areas of the park.

The Pitch-In program for this winter is combined with a hew program, Jackson Park Walking Group. Groups
gather, masked and distanced, at the fieldhouse on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. (starting January
12) to pick up, do tasks, and do healthy walking and meditation on varying circuits in the park. The walks are
led by an experienced CPD physical instructor. Louise hopes this program becomes regular even when other
workday programs resume in post-pandemic times and warm weather. Lots of people have been observed
walking in the Garden. Hopes are to develop a special program focused on the Garden (see below).

Damage and repairs. Areas where damage was recently observed, or reported tonight for work orders:

a falling fence where one goes down to the LSD underpasses 56"/57" from Everett

potholes and more along the bike path and revetment at the south end of 57" beach (Kenneth Newman)

In the Japanese Garden.

LaRabida-- storm damage along shore and harbor wall (being examined for more work). The south “beach”
area is covered with wave thrown rocks. (A Lab School group is coming to work by LaRabida in the spring.)
Hayes Bridge area south-- tree needing cutting away (Esther)

Along 67"--trees and other problems along 67" but the playgrounds seem OK (Erin Adams)

Beavers- 4 were trapped and moved from the east side of inner harbor. There’s a broken bench there also.
Coyotes seem to be doing well. Caution- because of coyotes it is unwise to let smaller dogs off leash in the
wilder parts of the park such as around the harbors.

Future: Japanese Garden. Patricia Morse reported on ideas in discussion with Park District personnel including
the garden’s manager Karen Szyjka. The Garden used to have handouts about the Garden and Japanese
gardens and a map of the plantings. This could be updated and put in a box and on an app. Short docent tours
and meditation and walking programs could be developed (and put on video) utilizing the tea house platform.
Perhaps a mini-festival could be revived. Members were encouraged to send ideas to Louise. P2




Election of officers. The election was held virtually under resolutions at the November and December
meetings. Andy Carter and Al Debonnett presided over the election, with Park District witness. Andy and Al
gave the rules and Andy called the roll of qualified members for those present. 17 responded. The nominated
slate was announced-

President- Louise McCurry, Vice President- Spencer Bibbs, Secretary- Gary Ossewaarde, and
Treasurer, Anne Marie Miles. There were no nominations from the floor. Al Debonnett moved and Esther
Schechter seconded that the nominated slate be elected by acclamation. Discussion- Alexander Jones
reminded that elected officers should begin succession planning. Another thanked the present officers for
being willing to spend their time to do this important work. There being no objection to election of the slate by
acclamation, the slate was elected.

August Adams, age 5, said “Hello!”.

Adjourned, 7:58 p.m. Next meeting will be virtual, on February 8, 7p.m.

Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary

JPAC elects officers at January meeting

Under permission of the Park District and PAC resolution for the state of emergency period, JPAC held a
delayed annual meeting and election of officers January 11. Nominated and elected by acclamation for the
term ending November 2021 (there being no other nominees) were the existing officers:

President- Louise McCurry, Vice President- Spencer Bibbs, Secretary- Gary Ossewaarde, and
Treasurer, Anne Marie Miles. Spencer, elected to the board in October to fill a vacancy, is a gifted nature
photographer who documents our programs. Thank you to Andy Carter and Al Debonnett for presiding.

JPAC welcomes Jackson Park Walking Club. sy Louise Mccurry and editor

We celebrate our Jackson Park Walking Club that enables community adults to walk in the park, proudly
wearing our masks, while socially distancing, and walking and cleaning up Jackson Park as we walk. We
welcome walkers to join us on Tu and Th at 9:30 from the Field House. Ours is the first of the Chicago Parks
Foundation Walking Clubs—CPF has supported us with water and bags. Let’s get healthy while walking
through our parks. (Walks are informal, lead by JP Physical Instructor Andria Frink. WEATHER CHECK 773-
256-0903.)

Willa Lang, CPD, writes: Thank you Louise and to our first official park walkers, we are here to support you.
We know that ‘parks are good medicine... It all starts with one step...that commitment to live long and well.”

Congratulations to Abdel Raoul, a champion in the making

As sent to the CPD Board Commissioners January 13 2021 meeting by Louise McCurry, JPAC, modified.
Today we honor our young hero, Abdel Raoul on the receipt of the Prestigious Ted Rhodes Golf Scholarship
presented to Abdel by Ted Rhodes Granddaughter Tiffany White. Rhodes was the first black golfer to play in a
PGA tournament in 1948. Abdel is an award winning Jackson Park youth golfer, First Tee of Greater Chicago
graduate, golf caddy, and a sophomore student and member of the prestigious Prairie View A&M College Golf
Team. In April 2019, Abdel was also honored at a Jackson Park Celebration with a full college golf scholarship
from Prairie View A & M University, a personal congratulations letter from Tiger Woods, honored with
congratulatory speeches by Michael P. Kelly, Chicago Park District Superintendent and Alderman Leslie
Hairston. Abdel is the son of Jackson Park Golfers Philip Raoul and Tracy Raoul. Tracy is the President of the
Jackson Park Golf Association. JPAC is dedicated to revitalizing our historic park and Golf Course for the
betterment of our children and youth. We are honored to celebrate Abdel Raoul’s receipt of the Ted Rhodes
[Foundation] scholarship today [from Tiffany White, Foundation Director and granddaughter of Ted Rhodes,/.]
Abdel writes: | would first like to thank the Ted Rhodes Foundation for considering me and awarding me with

this prestigious award. It is an honor to receive an award that represents a great individual and golfer such as
Ted Rhodes. Secondly, | would like to thank JPAC and Ms. McCurry for their continued support over the years.
| will continue to work hard and represent Jackson Park to the best of my ability.

We EXPress our sym pathy to Al Debonnett and to all others and their families who have lost

loved ones or who themselves or friends and families suffered from the pandemic or other illness. P3



Walkers document damage: much, not all from water table, high winds

On their first two excursions alone the Jackson Park Walking Group took advantage of a mid January mild
spell to take a deeper look into the park as well as strengthen their bodies and check for trash. They also
respectfully offered or got help for troubled people using makeshift shelters in the park. And it was nice to see
a daycare class at the lowa Bldg. peace heads, learning what those are and then rolling down the hill.

Some of problems the group has documented resulted from normal wear and tear or from careless or
deliberate vandalism and markups, including to signs, benches, and fences. Examples range from Dickerson
Playlot to tire ruts in the MSI grass, to Darrow Bridge.

But others come from a combined and continuous assault by forces of nature and climate change. Many trees-
even rows-or boughs were found newly leaning or fallen over paths and by roads. Some of these likely had
their roots weakened by the high rainfall that predominated until summer, plus the high levels of Lake Michigan
that raised the general water table in much of the park. Increasing wind and storm events have toppled the
trees at once or by gradual pressure. Lake-fed water table surges have caused water-filled channels to open
up in the park meadows, fields to pond over, and flooding in already sunken trails, lawn tennis areas, and the
lower parts of the Japanese Garden. (Increased precipitation is expected this winter and spring.) Also,
sinkholes and outwashes appear by lakefront roads and bike trails. Assaulted by wave, wind, and ice, walls
and toe-stone crumble. As these situations appear or are found, they are photographed and documented by
the Walking Group or other JPAC walking and biking scouts including Esther, Zelia, Louise, and Kenneth.
Another example of how the winds have wreaked damage is that temporary roofs placed on the historic
Women’s Comfort Station periodically blow off, leaving it looking like a medieval ruin.

And the power of trees and other plants (as well as moisture and freeze-thaw) is demonstrated at structures
like the lowa building, where the plants are dislodging floor concrete and sometimes building stones and roof
tiles. At other places like lamp posts plants overgrow and push over posts weakened by the high water table.
Another area of accelerating damage is on and under the Darrow Bridge. A combination may be responsible--
people destroying fences to get across the unsafe structure or to gain access to various spaces beneath. It is
our hope to see progress on starting restoration sometime this year. Meanwhile the bridge, which is unsafe to
access and whose supports have deteriorated more since last year, was secured for now.

JPAC is grateful to the Chicago Park District leadership and staff for responding to these many work orders
with immediate inspections and either repairs or temporary fixes, and noting major items for the capital list.

Shore repairs in s. JP. Long stretches have been repaired and given attractive protection that
should last awhile- and in many cases new walks- from 67" around LaRabida and peninsula end-walls, south
harbor walls along Marquette Dr. and the west side of the Outer Harbor (Coast Guard Drive and to the old CG
Station), protecting the Drive, Lakefront Trail, and golf course. Pile work has started on the 2 breakwaters in
the harbor inlet. Areas northward are on the list. Major work continues south from 67" and by Morgan Shoal.
Various agencies are doing the work. Responsibility and funding for the long-range work are not yet assigned
according to Rep. Tarver (25™) and the park district. Tarver is seeking hearings and a task force including on
where the money is being spent on what he (and JPAC) considers a prime environmental and justice issue.

Bylaws amendment governing virtual elections will be introduced,

discussed at the 2/8 meeting-- if approved there for the March 8 agenda, it will be voted on 3/8. We
have been holding meetings under a temporary emergency period resolution. CPD now is asking PACs to
adopt the following bylaws amendment, proposed for ours as a new section 3 in Article Four, Meetings:
Regardless of other provisions, Virtual meetings, with a phone-in option, may be held in lieu of in-person meetings. The
virtual meetings will begin at 7 p.m., unless a special time is set. The agenda of the meeting and the minutes of the prior
meeting will be made available 3 days before the virtual meeting will take place.

Notice of a regularly scheduled meeting will be provided by posting notice in the Jackson Park Field House 14 days prior
to the meeting. If the Field House is closed for any reason, the notice will be provided by email to the Council’s regular
email list. Any notice of a virtual meeting will include instructions on how to join the meeting. P4
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Protecting Nature,
Preserving History,
Supporting Recreation
6401 S. Stony | Ave. 60637

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.

org

President
Louise McCurry
commissioner751@icloud.com

Vice President
Spencer Bibbs
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com

Secretary
Gary Ossewaarde
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Anne Marie Miles
milesesq@aol.com

Sunday, November 22, 2020

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP / CONTRIBUTION
FORM for Nov 2020-2021

Dear Member/Friend: With our park rising fast but with much to do and at stake,
can you support us, financially or by joining? Your contact information ensures that
you receive the monthly JPAC Newsletters electronically, lets us reach our friends
with emerging park issues and special opportunities, and helps us fund supplies
for park kids and workdays and hold special lectures and events.
E addresses are especially welcome. JPAC usually meets 2" Mondays 7 p.m.
usually at the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. but special arrangements are
necessary during the pandemic
Our fiscal agent is Chicago Parks Foundation, EIN 45-4866050. Please consult
your tax advisor regarding deductions.
NOTE: “Dues” are NOT required for participation or for voting at JPAC meetings (there is a
modest prior attendance requirement).

Please return this form with your check made out to JPAC to a meeting or mail to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.

TODAY’S DATE

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE(s)

EMAIL

Signature (if non-electronic)

$35 INDIVIDUAL FRIEND (BASIC MEMBERSHIP DUES)

$100 GUARDIAN
$250 CONSERVATOR
$500 PATRON
$1,000 FOUNDER
OTHER

Signature (if non-electronic)

MY INTERESTS IN OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE PARK, or | wish to volunteer for a Committee:
Workdays, Nature, Program and Youth, Connectivity, Sports/rec., Safety, and Outreach/fundraising




