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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR!

J .P.A.C. NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2021 Vol 28 No. 1 REV

NATURE-HISTORY-RECREATION JACKSON PARK- CARED FOR BY JPAC & NEIGHBORS

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony |

BOARD
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR
REC. REG DUES $35

Send check made to JPAC to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles

6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com

Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
Region Mgr. Maya Solis

312 747 747-7661,

Area Mgr. Farah Tunks
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co

m 773 324-0450.
Security 312 747-2193
Lkft Cdr 312-448-3793

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org

add /events for calendar
FACEBOOK. https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ We do Twitter

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app- From our website, or

download the apps.—Take the virtual tours

pl,4-5 NEWS/FEATURES- CPD budget, OPC, Shore & Lake,
JPAC Annual Report; p2 -3 DEC. 2020 MINUTES
2021 Membership printable form is attached at the end.

JPAC Meeting Mon. JAN 11 7pm. Virtual

Info’l email to be sent. oring. garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Agenda: reports/updates; ELECTION OF OFFICERS (p. 3);
There will be very little other business.

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson
Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District
on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to
encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park &
program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding.

Won’t you join JPAC as a dues paying member or contributor?
2021 Form is appended to this Newsletter.

News and Features upbaTe- iIN PERSON WINTER

PROGRAMS CANCELLED. IN THE PARK FOLLOW PANDEMIC
RULES. Parks are open for groups of 10 or less but closed east of the
Lakefront Trail & for playgrounds. On trails, keep moving. Check CPD
and city websites for coronavirus updates.

THERE ARE MANY VIRTUAL camps, classes, and specials — find
them on PD website and MyChiParks. In-person activities — skating
at the Maggie Daley Ice Ribbon and 6Blackhawks supported rinks
including the Midway. (continues p 4.) P1
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Minutes of the December 14 2020 7PM JPAC General Meeting

Louise McCurry convened the call-in meeting at 7 p.m. with a quorum of members and 15 total present,
including several whom we had not heard from lately.

Minutes of the November meeting were moved by Anne Marie Miles, seconded and approved.

Treasurer’s Report. Anne Marie reported updated totals of $4,182.21 in the regular account and $150.00 in
the Powell memorial fund for a total of $4,332.21 with no transactions. Members noted checks to be sent in.

President’s and committee reports.

Walk-through on erosion damage, and work in progress. Louise and others reported on a walk-inspection by
park district and agency experts and work underway or being planned at the main harbor entrance, La Rabida,
67"/Marquette, along Marquette, Hayes, Lakefront Trail, and by 57" beach. The problem isn’t only waves wind
but also water working its way under the ground sometimes well into the park. The temporary fixes are now
more specialized and include various sizes of toe rock and interlocked filled “tray bags.” Kenny Newman and
others pointed out various places that need to be addressed or re-addressed e.g. the south end and southward
from 57" beach and the 59" inlet walls including behind walls—pictures will be taken and sent with descript-
tions to the park district. Work continues on the Lakefront Trail north through Hyde Park and parts pf the shore
from 67" south, all of this utilizing federal emergency funds. Funds are being sought for south of 71%. It was
noted that some shores and walks are hard to navigate on foot because of the construction or ponding water.
Wooded Island and Bobolink. Jerry Levy asked that if the natural information boxes at the two island bridges
get empty, let him know as we have plenty of replacement flyers--. sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. A new
contractor, Cardinal has been hired to tend the natural areas. Work is likely reduced due to the park district
budget situation. A temporary replacement has been assigned for Jason Steger, former manager of CPD
natural areas. The mulch trails in the Island and Bobolink Meadow have been re-chipped, thanks to help from
Hyde Park High and other students. However, about 22 logs lining the Bobolink trail have rotted away and
need to be replaced. Steward Norm Bell will be informed.

A question was asked about Darrow Bridge replacement timetable and whether a temporary footbridge is
possible. The question has been revisited several times (see previous Newsletters) and the funds available will
not be spent on that, especially since full historic replacement is approaching. The exact schedule is
dependent on several factors according to our liaison with the city.

Pitch In for the Parks was highly successful. JPAC hopes it will continue in future years, with seasonal
adaptation. Jackson’s twice a week version was perhaps the largest, with volunteers and groups ranging from
3 persons to 3 dozen + covering various parts of the park. In the process, we confirmed that the parking lots
were heavily used in the summer, in part due to lots of picnics. We were able to keep them presentable, safe.
Other engineering walkthroughs were done at the lowa building and the Women’s Comfort Station near 58"
and the Drive. For the former, initial work expected on invading trees and the bathroom, for the latter
stabilization work is expected before hard winter sets in, and work onr the historic parts next spring.

Obama Center site and Foundation updates. Jamie-Claire Flaherty, Director of Strategic Initiatives at the
Obama Foundation reported that Valerie Jarrett is how acting Foundation president replacing the previous
president, selected for a subcabinet office in the U.S. Treasury Department. Federal reviews are winding down,
she said- the Section 106 final version of the reports and MOA are expected to be signed by the State and
Federal Preservation Offices this week and then be executed and in effect. The Environmental Assessment
process under the National Park Service is expected to come to a determination by the end of January. She
said, “We don’t know what the decision will be. We hope that it’s a finding of no significant impact. But it could
be a finding of some impact in which case the regulatory review continues.” She believes there is no pending
lawsuit process that would prevent work. She said, “Our hope is that we’re cleared for a groundbreaking pretty
soon.” She added that the Foundation has assurance and other obligations under the city Ordinance before
OPC work is started, and CPD first has to move pipes and utilities now in the site and complete and open the
new track and field, hopefully by start of practice for the high school teams’ fall season. P2
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Robin Kaufman asked why the 63" Beach parking lot could not be open so people can get close to the shore
and beach and better access the trail—humerous people are walking and biking along the lakefront trail. After
some discussion, she moved, seconded. that JPAC ask the Mayor and Park District to allow use of the 63™
Street Beach Parking Lot. During discussion several members gave reasons they thought it wiser ask for it just
for persons with disabilities, under ADA guidelines. They preferred voting a fresh motion, rather than risk an
amendment after the main motion. The original motion was voted down, 3-8. Pat Harper then moved, JPAC
asks opening and access to 63rd Beach Parking Lot for persons with handicap permits under ADA and Park
Distict requlations. It was noted that this is in accord with JPAC and park district long time policy of enhancing
park access for all and making the parks ADA accessible and dovetails a focus of OPC-related circulation road
and underpass projects. Passed 8-4. Pat and Anne Marie will develop the final draft.

Peter Vandervoort, husband of leading JPAC member and former vice president Frances Vandervoort, passed
away Friday after a long iliness. They were Lake Michigan supporters and users including kayaking on the
lakefront and harbors. Peter was an Emeritus Professor of Astronomy and Astrophysics at the University of
Chicago. The Park district and Parks Foundation are being approached about a memorial bench by the harbor
shore. Anne Marie will facilitate.

The pandemic and health/mental health crisis and the role of parks and each of us in dealing with
these. Louise reported there was a suicide a couple weeks ago under the Darrow Bridge. Suicide is not that
rare in parks and amidst beauty. We can stay alert for someone in distress or at a dangerous locale, and if
necessary call for intervention, being careful and thorough in stating the situation.

In general, let’s take care of ourselves and each other, Louise said. Anne Marie warned from personal
experience not to let our guard down. But she and Esther also said people need to get out, especially into the
parks and not isolate. Health care workers and systems are stretched and stressed to the limit. The pandemic
has highlighted and deepened long-time South Side health and racial inequities and disparities.

Since parks are good places to nourish emotional and physical health, proposed were ways we can help.
Meditation Photo Gallery. Louise reported that vice president Spencer Bibbs, with Louie have already begun
compiling a gallery and possible app of views in the park that could be used for meditation or virtual enjoyment
of the park, whether at home or while visiting the park. She called for people to email her favorites park pics.
Walking Groups short or long. (These could morph into a number of activities.) Several circuits were
suggested. Louise will send out an email for preferences and to see who wants to organize one or more.

Monuments/ memorializations. At last month’s meeting, one of the “table discussion” ideas for JPAC projects
was to research and add to memorializations in the park, especially of women and Black pioneers who have
been so often ignored, ahead of the public-input process that is stipulated as a mitigation for the Obama
Center. This could enrich and update the historical messaging of the park. Gary said that member Craig
Bowen queried via email about progress on a memorial by the golf associations to pioneers of Black golf in
Jackson Park. (He also has a picture he would like to share.) Pat Harper replied that considerable progress
was made on the project, but the pandemic has delayed it. Gary and Pat will consult on the project and
whether JPAC can help it along.

Election of Officers. Gary pointed out that elections are due, and the park district recommended they be
postponed until early 2021. We have already passed the park district recommended resolution allowing virtual
elections, and we have the requested documents. Consensus agreement was that JPAC election will be held
at the January 11 2021 meeting. Louise will prepare blank nominating forms that will be sent timely to
members qualifying by past attendance, from which a slate will be prepared.

Moved to adjourn. Next meeting, with elections, will be on Januaryll
Actions taken: 63" beach parking lot, possible walking tours, election in January

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary. P3



CPD Budget Find the 2021 budget at https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/departments/budget-
and-management. In response to a deficit of about $100M for 2020 and expected continued loses for 2021,
the 2021 budget adopted in December includes many mitigations. Big income hits include special events (think
Lalapolooza) and harbors/parking/golf (managed assets) as well as program fees. Overall it's spending is cut
1.8%, c$5M to $481.8M through elimination of up t0100 fte positions (but not layoffs), hiring freeze through
June, 3 shutdown days, and cuts noted below. There is no property tax increase. Managing increasing pension
catch-up and other debt are, according to Supt. Kelly, a major predicament. The district is keeping major
capital commitments on track, including lakefront protection and new facilities such as Gately indoor track and
the new CPD headquarters and athletic facility at Western and 47", although its funding is not complete.

The most drastic cuts affecting South Side parks are 1) an average 61 percent cut in outside contract services
such as landscaping (including not hiring young people for the summer) and supplies and facilities upkeep
(with repairs et al being done almost entirely by in-house trades) and 2) an average 65.3 percent cut in
programming for youth and adults according to analysis in the Hyde Park Herald December 3. Line (largely for
staff) items for parks are generally aggregated under major fieldhouse parks, such as Jackson, and may
include smaller parks managed under them, and some is under region and area budget lines. Changes for
Jackson and 8 nearby parks with itemized budgets vary greatly from a 0.4% increase for Midway Plaisance to
a 13.8% decrease at another. The decrease for Jackson is 2.3%. (Unknown now is whether and what classes
and offerings might be cut here.) Average cut for these 9 parks is 4%, larger than the citywide operating budget
cut-of 2.2% for all itemized parks plus the region administrations, according to the Herald.

Most in-person programs and classes are suspended at least until late spring, although the District and the
Areas are giving virtual programs that are free or low cost. Once in-person resumes, the fee income and costs
may not match as much programming, especially for kids, is operated as a money-losing essential and equity
service, especially in disadvantaged communities.

We expect also that park users will again be asked to step up and “Pitch-In" to keep our parks clean—which
PACs are glad to do, and to report vandalism and broken equipment for the limited staff to repair. (Please send
to Louise cc’d to park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam to avoid duplicative emails to CPD.) JPAC thanks trades
and planning staff and managers for skilled response to our many requests for repairs and evaluation. GO

Obama Center inches closer. /// Temporary shore protections are under way. GO
December 17 the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) published the now fully executed MOA-Jackson
Park with Attachments. The MOA sets forth what government agencies must and must not do to satisfy
(mitigate) findings of adverse effects in the Federal Historic Review Assessment of Effects. Appended are
concurring (voluntary) signatures from 39 Consulting Parties (c. half of those invited) including JPAC. View the
MOA in the city website at final Memorandum of Agreement with links to the underpinning studies and findings.
The mitigation stipulations are outlined in the December JPAC Newsletter.) Some stipulations provide for
further public input, and there will be Annual Review sessions with the consulting parties. FHWA also issued
the final version of the Section 4(f) evaluation of the use of parkland in the site. The next determination is on
the Environmental Assessment. The latter and the 4(f) found “no feasible and prudent” alternative to the
altered plans. See more information in the December 2020 JPAC Minutes, above, and in the November and
December JPAC Newsletters available from Gary. /1111

The Foundation, In addition to appointing Valerie Jarrett as President, hired Lori Healy to manage construction
of the OPC. Ms. Healy has managed complex facilities such as the McCormick Exp Authority. The foundation
will operate under a Commitment to Community document (including workforce). It is ramping up collaboration
with service, advocacy and leadership training programs on the South Side and worldwide. ///11111HTTHTTHTI .

On another note--see the minutes re: EROSION DAMAGE. Work is underway on the Lakefront, though much
more is needed. Louise, Sharon Louis (Task Force), Kenneth Newman and others have helped track the
damage, meetings, and the work to date and forwarded documentation.

LAKES NEWS- December 21 the Senate sent to the WH reauthorization for 5 years of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative (reaching $475M in the last year). And there is $300M for on-the-ground projects in the
Omnibus Bill. In the latter are also Water Resources. Dev. Act including authorization of the GL Coastal
Resiliency Study focused on natural infrastructure to deal with fluctuating lake levels, also billions for 46
ACE projects including Chicago shore work, 15M for the dam against Asian Carp. P4
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JPAC Annual Report for 2020 by Gary Ossewaarde and the JPAC Officers

Our 2020 beginning balance was $4,662.72. Balance at the end of November 2020 in the operating account
was $4,282.21 ($100 if which is for 2021) plus $150 in a restricted fund for a memorial to Dr. Dwight Powell.
Early in the year we had additions to generous 2019 advance contributions. And we bought the fieldhouse tot
furniture and rented an environmental film from One Earth (which may still happen in some form). For the rest
of the year we have managed without transactions except recent 2021 dues and contributions and in-kind
supplies for Pitch-In workdays by Chicago Parks Foundation. We are budgeting conservatively for 2021

By far JPAC’s largest activity was Workdays through bi-weekly participation in Chicago Parks Foundation’s
citywide Pitch-In for the Parks program. Groups of 3 to very large groups, local and from afar, kids to seniors
did cleanup and other actions in various parts of the park, or simply went “Walking with a Purpose” separating
and pitching trash or calling attention to needed repairs as they learned about the history and potential of the
park. Ours was one of the biggest in the city, and Louise McCurry held it together. Louise also coordinated
groups and volunteers to mulch paths and trails and to document park and lakeshore repair needs. Our natural
area stewards also continued to monitor, advocate, and do workdays when this was feasible. People remarked
on how good the Columbia Basin shore looks two years after replanting, as well as this year’s bloom of the
nearby cherry trees, Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow and other naturalized sectors.

10-25 have attended our lively monthly PAC meetings through March and after meetings resumed, in person
or virtual in September. Meetings had formal presentations ranging from scientific ecological planning for the
Obama site to harbor breakwaters, and water safety; stakeholder reports (including the golf associations) and
topic and committee reports. The September meeting featured a celebration of former treasurer Dwight Powell
on Wooded Island. Late in the year we began our own series of Table Discussions on how the park relates to
and can help resolve issues of the day and what new park programs can come out of the conversations.

We took positions for the Obama Center, addressing lakeshore erosion, programs addressing water safety and
our own swimming /safety scholarships, and for opening 63 beach parking lot for persons with disabilities.

We kept the membership and hundreds of others richly informed through our Newsletters, monthly except for a
Summer issue. Our leaders participated in parks and community planning meetings, government review
meetings on big proposals, proposed many repairs and CPD budget items, and conducted other outreach..

Programs, ours and park district, were greatly reduced from our usual heavy schedule. We did have an
excellent children’s program on Black Heroes in the winter, with several participating organizations. Our
summer highlight was the completion and dedication of Gary Keenan’s painted tree carving, Transformations.
And music continued in our park, notably performance groups in the Women’s Garden and LaRabida, and
Hyde Park Jazz Festival Pop Up concerts. People still found ways to get out and enjoy their park through lawn
bowling, harbors, picnics galore, and walking and biking.

In 2021 we will work to implement emerging action and activity goals that help engage with the community,
keep up the park and make it a place for community and personal healing and health—the ParkRx / Green Rx
moving and meditating space and a green doing and learning lab.

And finally a hearty thanks to a few who helped the PAC and Park in the past year: Our Members and donors
and Officers, Fran, Esther, and Kenny, Chicago Parks Foundation, Park Staff and maintenance/repair, crews, elected
officials (ald, st &f rep, sen), natural area stewards and crews, Museum of Science and Industry, coaches, Bowling Green
membs/ crew, Yacht Clubs and Harbors, kayakers, Golf Associations and courses, JPBark, LaRabida, Lurie, all who made
park events special- especially Andy Carter, UC Hospitals, UC Civic Engagement & Comm. Programs & UC vols, Dare to
Try, the Ys, Mt. Carmel- HPH-Woodlawn-Lab Schools, Scouts, Chicago Cares, Obama Foundation, Montgomery PI .
residents, South Side Neighbors 4 Hope, HP Jazz Fest, Fulcrum Point, Little Libraries/Brown Books & Paintbrushes,
heritage groups and fraternities, Openlands-TreeKeepers, Gary Keenan/C Tree Project/C Sculpt Intl, AYSO and teams,
photographers/Herald/media. Thanks to those who worked at short notice 10/24 and 26 on ADA mulch paths at lowa
bldg and Wooded Island or helped clear and document trees branches etc. after the derecho. P5
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Protecting Nature,
Preserving History,
Supporting Recreation
6401 S. Stony | Ave. 60637

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.

org

President
Louise McCurry
commissioner751@icloud.com

Vice President
Spencer Bibbs
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com

Secretary
Gary Ossewaarde
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Anne Marie Miles
milesesq@aol.com

Sunday, November 22, 2020

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP / CONTRIBUTION
FORM for Nov 2020-2021

Dear Member/Friend: With our park rising fast but with much to do and at stake,
can you support us, financially or by joining? Your contact information ensures that
you receive the monthly JPAC Newsletters electronically, lets us reach our friends
with emerging park issues and special opportunities, and helps us fund supplies
for park kids and workdays and hold special lectures and events.
E addresses are especially welcome. JPAC usually meets 2" Mondays 7 p.m.
usually at the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. but special arrangements are
necessary during the pandemic
Our fiscal agent is Chicago Parks Foundation, EIN 45-4866050. Please consult
your tax advisor regarding deductions.
NOTE: “Dues” are NOT required for participation or for voting at JPAC meetings (there is a
modest prior attendance requirement).

Please return this form with your check made out to JPAC to a meeting or mail to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.

TODAY’S DATE

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE(s)

EMAIL

Signature (if non-electronic)

$35 INDIVIDUAL FRIEND (BASIC MEMBERSHIP DUES)
$100 GUARDIAN
$250 CONSERVATOR

$1,000 FOUNDER

$500 PATRON

OTHER

Signature (if non-electronic)

MY INTERESTS IN OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE PARK, or | wish to volunteer for a Committee:
Workdays, Nature, Program and Youth, Connectivity, Sports/rec., Safety, and Outreach/fundraising




