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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER JULY 2021 vol. 28 #8

Jackson Park: Nature, History, Recreation. South Park E. Div. 150 years. JPAC 27 yo- Nov. 1983

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I,
July 14, Au 9, Sep 13, Oct 12

BOARD
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR
Standard sug. membership $35
Send check made to JPAC to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com 773-726-4259
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
silevy@jeromelevylaw.com
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
Region Mgr. Maya Solis

312 747 747-7661,

Area Mgr. Farah Tunks
(Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.c
om 773 324-0450.

Security 312 747-2193

I kft attn Tom 212-448-3793

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org

(find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page.
https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle.

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Contents—ypl about us. pp 2-3 JUNE MEETING MINUTES.
pp 4-6 Celebrating... pp 6-8 Updates. p 9 Calendar.
Attached-Garden of the Phoenix annotated stroll map

CHGD-JPAC MTG Mon. JULY 12 6:30

IOWA BLDG 56" Everett. Inf on mtg. notice p. 10 after Calendar.
Agenda: Business and reports. Commemorations and special guests.
New and announcements, adourn. You can bring food for self + chair.

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of
Jackson Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park
District on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure
programs); to encourage long-range planning; promote community use of
park & program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding.

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend?
Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesg@aol.com incl. Re: forms.
Send check made out to JPAC to JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles,

6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.
Garden of the Phoenix May 8 2021 Gary Kennan, “Transformations” July 13 2020

In honor of those lost and all who have suffered  Photos L. McCurry
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Minutes of the June 14 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. outside the fieldhouse main entrance with a
quorum of qualified members. Total attendance was 30. Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam was present.
Introductions revealed a talented, diverse, representative group. Tonight we celebrate our accomplishments.
Minutes of the April meeting were introduced by Gary Ossewaarde and accepted as presented.

Treasurer Anne Marie Miles reported a balance of $5,323.42, of which $315 is for the Dwight Powell plaque.

Safety. Tom Snooks (who prefers to be called “Tom”), newly promoted from South Lakefront to citywide
Deputy Commander of Park Security, took questions and described his mission as solving problems and
setting new directions. A major challenge at Jackson is a big increase in park visitors, not all behaving in ways
we want. This especially put pressure on the parking lots. The 63" beach lot, for example, will always have
excess demand in the summer. A judicious plan of closings and re-openings and of treating people with
respect yet firmness has led to great improvement, especially in the lots by the golf driving range, Hayes, and
behind the Museum. (If a lot has just been emptied, it may look for a while that the park is not being used—or
use is being denied, but the lot will soon fill again.) Some regular users of lots have been turned around and
hired as teams that manage and clean up the lots. Park police officers regularly (hourly) patrol and do cleanup
in Wooded Island and the Garden and call the trades and other park staff when something is broken or
dangerous—they come out right away day or night, especially directors Brown, Arlow, and Dimitroff. (Some
non-emergency matters on the weekend may have to wait until Monday.) For the Island, gates will be installed,
to be closed when the Island closes at dusk. Snooks said that not one complaint has been issued against
police in Jackson Park, which is patrolled in coordination by both city of Chicago and park district police.
Helicopter and other methods help with crowd estimate and trending. Only city police can close a park or issue
tickets. Requirement and enforcement of permits is a tricky issue as a means of regulation since, Tom said, it
is the people’s space. He encouraged people to call him at 312-448-3793 with problems/questions.

Members asked Tom to intervene with the city and alderman to speed up striping of recently paved park roads.
Ms. Mills asked more attention to the influx of parkers in the 63™ beach lot—it causes the drummers to haul a
long distance to the drum circle. She asked what determines lot capacity (humber of cars).

Bobolink Fairy Tree. Bobolink volunteer Liz Huyck said the park district natural areas division, with The
Nature Conservancy developed a project to honor the 20" anniversary of the Natural Areas in the Chicago
park system and encourage kids to get close to and discover nature around them. 20 all-natural-material and
form “fairy houses” are being setup at natural areas in 20 parks. (Jackson has four natural areas.) For Jackson,
staff did a walk through with birding and other naturalist groups and selected a blasted, dead hollowed out
willow tree outside Bobolink Meadow—west of the meadow south entrance near the soccer fields, at the
lagoon bank path and near the golf driving range. Wood and other natural material was used to make
floors/storeys in which kids can put natural-material story objects (using twigs, grass, rock, string etc. that
won’t harm birds or squirrels), like filling a doll house. The sign (coming) states rules, including no plastic,
bottle caps, glitter), to expect that rain and animals will make changes in the house, and that the materials
belong to the fairies and squirrels. There will not be programs, but families are encouraged to come back and
see how it changes and melds back into nature. Staff is present June 18 and 23 9:30-noon, but come any time.

Golf coach Craig Bowen honored. Al Debonnett gave the introduction to Craig Bowen, long-time teacher and
coach who has brought scholarships to over 500 youth and mentorship to many more in our schools and parks
Craig was inducted this spring into the African American Golfers Hall of Fame in a special ceremony 5/30 in
Florida. He created a path for himself and then others to self-esteem and doing the right thing, utilizing the
public golf course system. Craig said an all-out push to use such resources is needed since it seems a
generation has skipped or lost sight of what their kids could and should be doing. Craig has also produced a
documentary on golf discrimination and the triumph of golf heroes—*Uneven Fairways”, instruction manuals,
and stories of early and recent Black golf heroes. Among recent heroes praised at the meeting was Mulbe
Dillard 1V. Craig expressed strong support for upgrade of our Golf Course. Craig was heartily applauded.

Louise pointed out similar work with youth by Coach Ernest Radcliffe of Wolfpack baseball and football, who
with other coaches made sure the new track and field can be above all an engine for youth development and
lead to competitive scholarships.

Disc Golf. Tommy Inglis, Hyde Park Disc Golf, said he and another dad started the local program upon finding
out how many disc-g players and facilities (7.000 some) there are around the country—but not in Chicago. And
how easy it is to learn by people of all ages and to set up without making exclusive use of space. The sets P2



are commercially available and include simple baskets and sets of distinct Frisbee-like discs (to distinguish the
players and for persons of different sizes). There is regular play Wednesday nights in Nichols Park. It's also in
Kenwood Community Park and will be demonstrated at the Bud Billiken Parade. HPDG now has its 501 status
and is recruiting up to 32 volunteers. Thought for Jackson is to begin with pop-up demonstration tournament in
late summer, and have a pitch in a currently overgrown area near Cornell southeast of the fieldhouse.

CPD Dept. of Planning- facilities planning, the Track and Field, and utility work affecting traffic.

Heather Gleason, CPD Director of Planning, and Nichole Sheehan, Construction Project Manager discussed
what’s in progress and in planning. Heather described 3 South Lakefront Plan projects currently in design.
lowa Building- teams have been evaluating and a design firm will be selected. The work will take a while as the
facility is historic and complicated. The baseball diamond east of Hayes Drive. A dog-friendly area by the inner
harbor. Public ideas have been taken, and when design options are ready, each will have community meetings
in late summer or fall, with hope for construction next spring.

Robin Kaufman, Gary and others asked when drinking fountains can be turned on. For now they are off
because of COVID protocols and concerns- watch for update later this summer. Next year they can be looked
at again from a number of angles including (raised by Gary) lead exposure.

Track and Field. Nichole gave the timetable for this facility. In the spring the site was assessed and cleared
after two years hiatus. Work has to be done in stages because resins and other elements of the artificial turf
have to cure before final paint et al, which in turn have to set. Light posts are next- supply chains are iffy. The
facility should be ready by late summer or early fall. The facility (replacing the one that is in the Obama Center
footprint) was paid for by the Obama Foundation a $3.5. It will host competitive football, soccer, and lacrosse
games, have an 8-lane track, and a jump pit and have lighting and bleachers for teams and public.

Utility work. There is a website for bi-weekly updates; one way to reach it is at the PD website--find under
parks or assets Jackson Park and go to updates. We have to remember that water, drainage, and electrical
utilities in the park go back as far as the World’s Fair (Ed.--and suffer numerous failures). The park is served
from single points including a 12-inch water main at 63", a sanitary sewer at 63" including a lift station along
Cornell Dr., and electricity from Washington Park (formerly from the South Parks power plant there) down the
Midway and across into Jackson and serving all but MSI and LaRabida. The updated replacements have to
cross Stony Island and Cornell as well as bypass the old lines in the OPC footprint. Most of the work is under
streets and sidewalks. Except during rush hour, only one lane will be closed at a time and (except for the right
northbound lane on Cornell) will be re-opened for rush hour traffic using metal plates. Expect work to occur
anywhere along Cornell from 57" to 67". The Cornell pedestrian crossing at 60" is open and safe, but a
member noted the countdown light is out- this will be checked. Work from this project (managed by William
Dunbar Co.) is expected to be done by fall. Heather and Nichole cautioned that much more extensive work is
scheduled to start under other agencies by late summer.

Query about Darrow Bridge. This is a CDOT project. It went under its own Section 106 Fed. Historic Review.
Robin questioned the utility work in light of ongoing litigation, potential damage to the park, and whether the
money should be spent on something else. CPD replied that they were cleared by their legal team to undertake
this park improvement, which is being paid for at c.$4M by the city. Most of the work is under roads and walks,
and trees were pruned or protected, not taken down. The PD is committed to replacement of any trees lost.

Natural Areas. Columbia Basin area. Nancy Joseph’s team monitored the cherry trees (27,000+ visitors this
year) and city management of them as well as its usual work around the edges of Columbia Basin south of
MSI. These are collaborative efforts. Nancy, who also works with OpenLands TreeKeepers in other parts of the
park announced that the city is in the process of creating an Urban Forestry Advisory Board, which JPAC has
supported. The board will include and bring together all relevant city departments. She asked we contact our
aldermen to support the ordinance- say UFAB. Chicago is at the bottom, she said, in care of its urban forest.
Bobolink Meadow. Norman Bell’s t-shirt read “Down with the buckthorn, Plant native plants.” So after
removing invasives, they had the PD bring in 650 native plantings of 12 species, planted over several days—
and now dry and being watered from the lagoon. And now they have the fairy house. Teams applauded.

Program and fieldhouse. Supervisor Beckam said Get People Moving is his motto for summer camp for kids
and adults, June 28-August 6. Because of COVID and kids, only 45 can be served instead of the usual 160,
and long mask-wearing is tedious. We are breaking ground in new games like pickleball and discgolf.
Continuing and Upcoming: Japanese Garden.- Trish Morse and the docents were praised.

Make Music- 4 ensembles June 21, 5:30-8 pm at the fieldhouse.

Finally, hurrah to Barry Rapoport, ret. teacher who pioneered JP revival with lecture/acting teams and got
the Frederick Douglass mon't. in the park. He visited the site today and shared pictorial memorabilia. P3




Attendance list. Beckam, B Inglis, T Morse, P

Bell, N Jaffe, K Newsome, C
Bibbs, S Joseph, N Ossewaarde, G
Bowen, Ch Kaufman, R Parry, G
Bowen, Cr Lee, F Ross, L

Carter, A Lipinski, M Schechter, E
Debonnett, A McCurry, L Sheehan, N
Franke, J Miles, AM Snooks, T
Gleason, H Mills, F Voss, L

Huyck, L Monaghan, M unidentified

Moved to adjourn. Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary. Next meeting JULY 12 [CHANGED TO 6:30 IOWA B 1750
56™ at Everett- can bring own light picnic (we can supply only bottled water). Special honorees incl. South
Region Area 3 Mgr. Farah Tunks- promoted to Central Region Manager. Unveil Dwight Powell plaque. More.]

Track and Field-artificial turf installation May-June

{OD FairyCastle  ~
L
~ Ll R A

Z

3

~

o ATET = 7:22PM 97% 4

Bobolink Fairy Tree

Craig Bowen & induction plague, at the 63rd

D21

< Messages. = 6:40 AM 93% 4
& facebook.com

@I Craig Bowen
M t 4 ? n

Humbled and Honored.

Honoring Juneteenth and Barry Rapoport & his SSHS students

Plaque on sawn boulder
side is on footprint of
WCE Haitian Pavilion
where Douglass and
Ida B. Wells lobbied/
educated. Find it on the
trail west of 59"
DuSLSD underpass at
59" Marina (just east of
Bowling Green).
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FREDERICK DOUGLASS
(1818 -~ 1895)

AN EX-SLAVE, WAS AN IMPORTANT AUTHOR,
EDITOR, ORATOR, STATESMAN AND ONE OF THE
FOREMOST LEADERS OF THE ABOLITIONIST
MOVEMENT IN AMERICA.

IN CELEBRATION OF HAITIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
AND COMPLETION OF THE FIRST PAVILION FOR THE
WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION, DOUGLASS
DEDICATED THE HAITIAN PAVILION
JACKSON PARK, JANUARY 2, 1893.

DEDICATED BY CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOL STUDENTS,
TEACHERS AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS
MAY 15, 2009 -




Celebrating a multiple-holiday weekend, June 19-21

A group of 12 did Pitch-In for the Parks- Saturday June 19- picked 30 bags of litter, pulled invasive grape ivy,
took a tour of the Japanese Garden and Wooded Island, and picked tree-destroying worms along Stony Island.
At the Garden, docents welcomed and educated 1150 visitors 11:30-4:30 Saturday while weddings, engags,
cinceaneras, and pregnancy celebrations occurred..

Your editor visited the BOWLING GREEN south east of the Museum. A very large group showed up Saturday
for croquet opening weekend of their season (mornings)- contact Tom O’Laughlin- tolaughlin@hotmail.com.
For the Saturday afternoon of their opening weekend (Sats & Suns) the Lakeside Lawn Bowling Assn. played.
https://www.lakesidelawnbowling.com or https://www.facebook.com > lakesidelawnbowling. Both games are
relaxing though competitive and taking a lifetime to become a real expert. Wear flat bottomed shoes. Reach off
Lake Shore Drive at Science Drive and curve left around the green and clubhouse to parking.

| also visited with Barry Rapoport nearby (see previous page)—honoring and learning about the FREDERICK
DOUGLASS monument was a good way to honor Juneteenth. Barry also taught juggling there- it was
International Juggling Day. Continuing on the path leads past the inner harbor through the underpass to the
beautiful lakeshore and Trail and to the beaches. | also met many picnickers and beachgoers along that way
and along Columbia Drive and roadway past the Museum to the 57" underpasses with their lovely, imaginative
mosaics. Also happening at Columbia Basin, Chicago Fund for Safe and Peaceful Communities radiated
JUNETEENTH spirit in a safe park with music and dance, with Khalidah’s North African Dance Experience.

FATHER’S DAY and the SOLSTICE (latter at 10:32 pm.) followed on the Sunday the 20"™. The crowds
showed up, despite threat of later storms at the Garden of the Phoenix for HIKE AND HAIKU (see p. 7).
Print, read and use on your next visit the “Welcome to the Garden...” annotated map (by Trish Morse)
attached to this Newsletter and also available at the Gate. And picnickers filled the park.

MAKE MUSIC Chicago- Jackson Park. Monday June 21 5:30 to 8 at the fieldhouse. Celebrating and giving a
chance to young performers. “Our best ever” in the 5 years JPAC and partners have been doing it in Jackson
Park, says Louise McCurry. Make Music Chicago is part of a worldwide phenomenon on the Summer Solstice
and a citywide program of the International Music Foundation (mgr. Kwang-Hao Kuang) and the Chicago Park
District- thanks to all for supplies, shirts et al. and to our DJ and keys masters.

Famed vibraphonist (classical and jazz) Thaddeus Tukes led off with takeoffs on jazz classics and jazz-
inspired riffs on our famous piano in the park (a gorgeous tone-and opened up you can watch the hammers
fly). And the Music Box Foundation school/social service based in Woodlawn warmed us up with “Sweet Home
Chicago” then presented a talented combo band of high schoolers and adults who did standards and originals
from hip hop, soul, and jazz- to a rock jam. The MBF co-founder did an inventive song segment. Rising
international all-purpose hip-hip performer, rapper, break-dancer, composer, and social activist Emcee Monte
did a wonderful, positive set based on the 5 principles of Hip Hop University. Our own folk singer and guitarist
Andy Carter, accompanied by Thaddeus, led a sing-along medley. At the end, Mark Vaughn, the drum
accompanist of the Hyde Park School of Dance performed African drumming and led the audience in spirited
West African dances that got our blood circulating in the cool night air. P5

Pics Louise McCurry|| MBF band keys and Instructor/singer, rapper. Emcee Monte
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Below Music Box Foundation cofounder inter
alia belter of “Sweet Home Chicago.”

Rt. Andy Carter guitar,
Thaddeus Tukes, JP piano

Some Updates- (See also the many in the Minutes pp 2-3.).

POOLS gradually reopen- see cpdwebsite/parks-facilities/swimming-pools. Water fountains OK to run will be
activated in the next few weeks. BE CAREFUL IN LAKE MICHIGAN WATERS and in pools. Our collaborators
in the Lurie Children’s Hospital Drownings Project, led by Dr. Michelle Macy, were asked by the Tribune (6/26
p. 11) WHY MOST CHICAGO KIDS CAN'T SWIM. The cost is a big one, according to a NORC survey, but
there are many other impediments, at least some from ongoing racial and other disparities related to time,
distance and transportation, and health. There ARE FREE programs. The Chicago Park District offers a 10
week Learn to Swim-First Free for ages 6-17 restarting this fall. Y’s offer low-cost programs. JPAC is renewing
its collaborations in this program with a swim safety survey, to be introduced at the July 12 meeting. P6



There’s been uptick in trash this year for sure. PLEASE PICK UP BEACH/PARK TRASH — set an example.

Not much news on the lawsuit front late June except that defendants have filed for dismissal and plaintiffs to
block work starting in August (if the suit goes forward) with exhibits.

The Urban Forestry Advisory Board Ordinance (see Minutes p. 3 >Natural Areas- Nancy Joseph) was adopted
by City Council June 25. Lead advocacy org: Openlands.

ROAD WORK AHEAD- short-term see Minutes p3 Dept Plg>Utility Work and CHECK THIS LINK:
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/news/jackson-park-improvement-update. Separately,

ROAD WORK FOR ¢ AUGUST 13>, (SOME CHANGED) was announced by Roark Frankel of OPC at the
6/22 5" Ward meeting. 1. WB Midway Cornell to Stony becomes 2-way and EB Midway Stony to Cornell
closes (traffic is to jog north 1/2 block on Stony). 2. Cornell south of 59"/Midway will be NARROWED from 6 to
4 lanes (2 dirs.) with west 2 lanes for construction trucks and equipment to keep them off Stony. (Expect some
congestion.) Nevertheless, Cornell will be kept open and 2-way several years and be the last of the work.

We received two replies from our representatives to recent letters asking for updates

on long term shoreline protection and Great Lakes restoration and resiliency projects.
Representative Robin Kelly (2" wrote:

June 14. From Rick Bryant of Rep. Kelly’s office. Hello Gary, Members of Jackson Park Advisory Council::

Thanks for your recent email. As you know, Congresswoman Kelly has been pushing for years for continued
and increased federal funding for Chicago lakefront protection and enhancement projects, and working closely
with the US Army Corps of Engineers to secure additional dollars thru various means. In fact, Rep. Kelly
recently met with the Corps leaders to discuss these specific projects and funding needs, and she followed-up
that meeting with a letter to the President’s budget office to request additional funds. We are happy to report
that earlier this month, her request (backed by the Corps) was included in President Biden’s latest budget
proposal, an ambitious plan which we hope will be approved by Congress later this year.

Additionally, Rep. Kelly is working with local residents to finally complete rehab work at Promontory Point,
where she hopes to see the limestone revetment restored to preserve the Point’s historic and iconic beauty.

Senator Tammy Duckworth wrote:
Dear Neighbor, (June 17, 2021)

Thank you for contacting me about the Great Lakes. | appreciate you taking the time to make me aware of your
concerns on this important matter.

Like you, I believe that the Great Lakes are one of our Nation’s greatest treasures. That is why | am committed
to the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which focuses on cleaning up toxic substances, combating invasive
species and restoring the ecosystem to protect native species. Last Congress, | proudly supported the successful
effort to reauthorize this program with robust funding.

The Great Lakes are the world’s largest fresh water system and Lake Michigan is vital for our region’s
economy, health and tourism. In fact, the Great Lakes provide over 40 million people with drinking water, 1.5
million people with jobs and generate billions of dollars a year in economic revenue. We cannot abandon
programs that are helping restore the health of this critical natural resource and must ensure generations to come
can continue to take pride in the Great Lakes. Rest assured, I will continue advocating for their strong protection.

Thank you again for contacting me on this important issue. If you would like more information on my work in
the Senate, please visit my website at www.duckworth.senate.gov. You can access my voting record and see
what I am doing to address today’s most important issues. I hope that you will continue to share your views and
opinions with me and let me know whenever | may be of assistance to you. P7
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Updates from our activities

A commercial company filmed a commercial at the Garden in May. This brought in money that will be
dedicated for the garden. Thanks for reproductions of Japanese objects that we can use in education and a
woven grass mat that we can use in the pavilion that makes it look more like it's ready for a tea ceremony.

June 5 LAUREN UMEK, Park District director of our Jackson Park GLFFER project that revitalized replanted,
and created biological diversity on the Wooded Island and Jackson Park led a PLANT IDENTIFICATION
TOUR of Wooded Island and Japanese Gardens. This is information we can share with our park visitors. Then
we interacted with the numerous visitors in the garden and encouraged picnics/games to use Sky Landing
lawn. More professional photographers are getting permits- we have a handout on how to get them. The kids
and families enjoy watching and feeding koi goldfish. Families of geese also come to look!

June 11 JLL Chase real est, inv, hq in Chicago, team of ¢30 did a corporate workday. People stopped to thank

them. A CPF Green Teams

work + give project.

Work teams var, dates.
Above JLL Chase Green Team 6/11
CPF inf & pics at

https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/seeinggreen/green-teams/jll-chase

Hike and Haiku. Rolf Pelskey, our expert who has lived in
Japan, did our first program June 20 introducing this ancient poetry
form. Technically, a true haiku has three phrases with a kireji (cutting
word), 17 in a 3-line 5-7-5 pattern and the kigo or seasonal reference.
Or, paraphrasing Rolf, a word that conventionally indicates the season
being invoked, a word that gives or obliquely suggests a place, and a
leap linking two concepts- a shortcut that creates a sentence, as it
were, with associations the writer wants to invoke (often for an
occasion or to give honor).

Rolf with docents and (middle) photographer Owen Lawson

Below rt-3" - District Police park walk 5/25

£
SN "

While our schedule is no yet set, you will find Rolf or another by the Torii Gate certain Sundays,1:30. The hike
refers to a stroll you may make in the Garden and beyond with a docent or by yourself or your group. P8
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Work Calendar. 6/10- Masks req. indoors in parks. Outside: If crowds & soc distg not possible WE
WALK- WITH A PURPOSE- WALKING CLUB. TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 9:30. Led by Jackson Park
Recreation Leader Andria Frink from the fieldhouse, Do healthy walking and light trash pickup on various
routes. Check weather or cancellations- 773-256-0903. COVID rules, water, sunscreen. We: gloves, bags.

PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. (district-wide June 1- end of October). You can register with the Parks
Foundation, https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer. Find Jackson and your dates, sign off on the
volunteer waiver. JACKSON PARK’S will be part of the Walking Club Tuesdays (except 7/15) 9:30 through
October and also on Saturdays (July at least. 9:30). Meet fieldhouse.773-256-0903. Following COVID rules
and may be divided into small groups. Beware off paths- ticks/other disease vectors, sharps.

NATURAL AREA SCHEDULE:

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2" Sats. 9-12. Us. Usually meets at south end of the meadow by Golf Driving Range.
Plants, invasives, trail work, trash. Norm Bell and Gail Parry. www.bobolinkvolunteers.orqg,
normwbell@gmail.com. Jy 10, Aug 14, Sep 11 Oct 9

COLUMBIA BASIN SHORE. Schedule not set, at least yet, but active. Nancy Joseph, njoseph2008@aol.com.
(Nancy also coordinates the TreeKeeper pruners working in Jackson Park & with tree inventories in parks.)
WOODED ISLAND (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary). 4™ Sats. 10-1. Usually meets by the south bridge.
Plants, protectives installations for trees, invasives, trails, sighage, inventor, trash. Jerry Levy,
sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. (workdays possibly June 26, likely July 24....)

63°° BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3P Sats 10-12. Beach side of the beach house. Planting, weeding, trash.
Edward Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. Jy 17, Aug 21, Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov. 20.

(JPAC continues to recruit Garden of the Phoenix greeters/educators and persons to lead history and nature

walks on WI and other parts of the park. Contact Louise at 773-844-2225.)
Fun and Learning Calendar- build physical and mental health, cultural horizons.

Garden of the Phoenix JAPANESE GARDEN programs. Educator-led introductions, handouts
Sat and Sun 12:30-3+ p.m. (Closes at dusk.) Learn from our trained educators about JG background,
culture, purposes, and features, including Sky Landing, from the 1893 World’s Fair to today. 1 to 2 hour-long
tours on certain weekends, also crafts, arts, or informational walks on Wooded Island (schedule being dev.)
Find crafts by the Gate (ex: wea perm Sun 6/27 1:30 HIKE & HAIKU ancient poem making.) MORE page 8.
Be sure to pick up handout guides at kiosks at the bridges or at the gate to the garden: Wooded Island Tree
Identifier, Welcome to the Garden of the Phoenix, Getting permits, and Jackson Park Scavenger Hunt.
and ask greeters re: Garden plants (by Trish Morse). Coming- at least some handouts available digitally.
Some digital resources available now: Richest source of current Garden planting information is Trish Morse's
blog: https://[pacgarden.blogspot.com/.History of the Garden- the big video: https://gardenofthephoenix.org
(more in Facebook). JPAC https://www.facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil. (var. + anecdotal text).
Major--Jackson Park Wildflowers [by Fred Donner]: http://www.jacksonparkwildflowers.org/. In natural and
special areas stay on the paths to protect the special plants and avoid vectors and other unwanted “surprises.”

GET READY FOR OUR 2021 SUMMER NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST led by nature
photography pro and JPAC VP Spencer Bibbs. Your camera/ phone be your off-trail extender. Ann’t soon.
JACKSON SUMMER PROGS FULL (some nearby parks have spots.) GET OUT, GET MOVING!

June 30 dedication was held at 37" & Langley) of Ida B. Wells Monument “Light of Truth” by
Richard Hunt. | FOOD/BEV: Reggies on the Beach (63"), Golf Clubhouse, JPYacht Cl Su 9-1.
July 13 is the 1% anniversary of our carved and painted tree, Transformations by Gary Keenan.
Along Stony Island just north of 59". Some of us will be there at 5:30 to share hopes and promises.
July 15, Thursday. PLAY FOR THE PARKS Golf Invitational. Jackson Park Golf Course. Note-
contact Louise and the Foundation to VOLUNTEER including to bring/hand out refreshments at tees. JP Golf
Clubhouse. AM youth competition, lunch, 1 p.m. takeoff to start-holes. post-play repast and rally/prizes. Visit
https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/golf or Anne Black, 773-655-9995, ablack@chicagoparksfoundation.org.
Raises money for the parks. | Indigo Golf now runs the course- snacks, bevs for sale at clubhouse.

July 16, Friday. TRACK AND FIELD OPENING EVENT. Spec annt will be sent for public events. P9



https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer
http://www.bobolinkvolunteers.org/
mailto:normwbell@gmail.com
mailto:njoseph2008@aol.com
mailto:sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com
mailto:ewarden@sheddaquarium.org
https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/
https://gardenofthephoenix.org/
https://www.facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil
http://www.jacksonparkwildflowers.org/
https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/golf
mailto:ablack@chicagoparksfoundation.org

JULY 12 JPAC MEETING-- CHANGED TIME/LOCATION/AGENDA
From Louise McCurry, president and Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary

Jackson Park Advisory council

July 7, 2021.

The JULY 12 JPAC meeting has moved to the lowa Building and the time changed to 6:30PM. Why? Because there
is so much and are so many to celebrate-and it's the month and place of our “annual picnic”. So bring a chair and a mini-
picnic if you wish and meet us at the shelter and the Peace Heads in the 1750 block of E. 56" St. (Everett St. across from
Montgomery Retirement Community).

Note: in the spirit of park district COVID rules we will not be serving or sharing food or dishes, but will have
bottled water, and each can bring food for themselves. Distancing and use of masks as conditions mandate are
required.

The agenda includes simple business and reports incl. minutes and finance, intro. of youth swim safety survey. Special
guests and celebrations are listed below.

The July Newsletter (attached) has had some updating, including on the JLL Chase- Chicago Parks Foundation Green
Team workday — view their report and wonderful pictures at
https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/seeinggreen/green-teams/jll-chase.

As usual the Newsletter has the previous month’s (June) minutes.

Louise writes:

Let’s celebrate another awesome JPAC year.

Date: Monday-July 12 at 6:30

Place: lowa Building

Due to Covid - we are having a “Bring Your Own Picnic” and “Bring your own chair” celebration.

-We will be unveiling our Plaque for Dwight Powell.

-We will be celebrating the Promotion of our South Area Director Farah Tunks

-We will be celebrating the recovery of Fran VVandervoort and Jerry Levy!

-We will celebrate the many positive changes in the Garden of the Phoenix! Karen and Mike will be there.

-We will be celebrating our successful # 1 in Chicago “Pitch In For Chicago Volunteer Workdays.” And our
awesome ‘“Make Music Jackson Park “ Concert. Sonia will be there.

-We will be unveiling our Youth Swimming Survey developed with Lurie Children’s Hospital

-We will be celebrating our JP selection as #8 of the 10 best places to visit in Chicago.

-We will be celebrating our successful JP summer and sports camp for our kids. And our seniors programs
Bobbie will be there.

-plus updates on our many Park programs

Covid has made us become more creative in finding ways to volunteer and to improve our park. We rose to the
challenge.

Let’s Celebrate together the Jackson JPAC Team successes of this year at our Annual JPAC Picnic at the lowa
Building on Monday July 12 at 6:30pm. Louise McCurry

Finally, Upcoming activities.
Tuesday July 13 is the 1% anniversary of the dedication of our painted tree sculpture, “Transformations” by Gary
Keenan. A few of us will gather by the tree, Stony Island just north of 59" and share reflections.

Play for the Parks July 15—help is needed for this annual fundraiser by the Chicago Parks Foundation for
Chicago parks. Staff is small after a year of pandemic and lots of teams have signed up to golf. Call Louise 773-844-
2225 if you can help at the Clubhouse at Hayes and Richards or setting out flags, etc. From 9 a.m. forward.

Tuesdays and Saturdays at 9:30- Pitch In for the Parks (see re registration in NL calendar. Tuesdays and
Thursdays (skip 15‘“) Walking Club. All from the fieldhouse. P10
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12.

This is a Japanese Stroll Garden, a space for communion with nature in harmonious beauty and contemplation.
Please respect that purpose by quietly appreciating the peace and serenity it offers.
Please park your bike here and observe that there are no dogs allowed in the garden to protect the plantings.

The torii gate marks the transition from the mundane to the sacred. This gate is a gift from Chicago’s sister city,
Osaka. The size and quality announce that this is an important garden to the people of Japan and Chicago.

The path is winding to provide different views, screening some, opening up others. Please stay on the path as the
plantings, tree roots, grass, and moss can be easily damaged by the many feet that pass through the garden. The
way to experience the garden is clockwise. Turn left. If you have mobility issues, turn right.

Stroll gardens integrate into their environments with “borrowed scenery” like the larger lagoon and the Music
Court bridge in the distance. The view serves to remind us of the open sea and to broaden our horizons.

Evil spirits move in straight lines, so the zigzag stepping stones cause any bad energy following us to fall into the
water. More importantly, they remind us to slow down and appreciate the garden.

Standing stones are the most important feature in a Japanese Garden. They are the bones of the earth and should
be appreciated for their weathering, veins, color, and lichen. Their message is stability and endurance.

The Moon Bridge completes a circle when it reflects in still water. A completed circle is perfection. The moon
bridge is difficult to cross to remind us that the passage between this world and completion/petfection is difficult.
The pier of granite stones stretching into the outer lagoon has a Yukimi “snow-viewing” lantern to act as a

lighthouse for wanderers. The “canal” passing under the Moon Bridge welcomes them home.

Islands in the garden lagoon represent the island where the immortals live in perfect happiness. Mortals can’t
reach perfect happiness, so can’t reach the islands. Vertical stones in the water represent cranes (longevity).

The shrubs are carefully sculpted to represent foothills. They are twisted to remind us of endurance through the
storms. Tall straight evergreens on the hill represent alpine mountains and remind us of long life.

South of the pavilion, a laver, a stone wash basin low to the ground, lets us symbolically purify ourselves.
In the 1930s and 1940s, a teahouse stood in the location of the current building, which echoes a Noh stage.

Water is the gift of life. A waterfall is the cycle of nature renewing itself as water rises into the skies, falls, and rises
again. The falls also provide a soothing screen of sound and keep the lagoon healthy by aerating it.



13. Plants provide subtle colors changing through the seasons. A lone daffodil provokes reflection.
14. The route back on the “hill” takes us through a landscape of deep woods with its moss, a traditional element.

15. The Kasuga lantern may date to the 1893 tea house across the lagoon. South of the garden, there’s a block of
concrete from Ho-o-Den foundation. The Blue Lotus on the map is the location of Skylanding.

After the U.S. ended 250 years of Japanese isolation when it sailed a fleet of gunships into
Tokyo Harbor, Japan quickly became an industrial power and decided to show its pride in its
history, art, and accomplishments at the Columbian Exposition. The Ho-o-Den on Wooded
Island, based on the Temple of the Phoenix of 1052 C.E., was an homage to Chicago’s rise
from the ashes and a reflection on the meaning of the Phoenix in Japanese culture as the
harbinger of an era of peace and prosperity. Because it interacted in harmony with nature, it was
the only pavilion allowed on Wooded Island. It influenced Frank Lloyd Wright’s building,.

: -_ The Ho-o-Den stayed on Wooded Island as a gift to Chicago but fell into disrepair. In 1933,

| the Palace of Fine Arts was redone in limestone as the Museum of Science and Industry and

| Chicago hosted the Century of Progress. When that fair ended, Japan’s tea house and torii gate
i came to Wooded Island, the Ho-o-Den was restored, and a traditional stroll garden was created
and placed under the care of Shoji Osato and his family. With the bombing of Pear] Harbor in
1941, Shoji Osato was incarcerated with over 120,000 other Japanese and Japanese-Americans,

the Ho -0- Den and gardens were abandoned. In 1946, the Ho-o-Den was set on fire.

In the 1950s, a Nike missile base was put in Jackson Park, restricting the area. In the 1970s, with the Nike base gone, Wooded
Island became a nature sanctuary. When Osaka became the sister city of Chicago, it invested in the restoration of the garden.

N Por the 120t anniversary of the Ho-o-Den, 120 cherry trees were planted around the
Columbian Basin. Cherry blossoms symbolize the renewal of spring and fleeting beauty, since
the blossoms last just a short time in late March or early April. Project 120 has highlighted the
history and importance of the Ho-o-Den and the garden—and its setting in the Frederick Law
Olmsted design for Jackson Park. It located surviving artwork from the Ho-o-Den—the
Phoenix Ranma panels now in the Art Institute of Chicago. For information on the long

history of the Ho-o-Den, see: www.gardenofthephoenix.org

. Yoko Ono’s sculpture, Skylanding, is her only installation in the United States. The 12 stainless
£ steel lotus petals radiate outward from where the center of the Ho-o-Den once stood. The
berms forming the rim of the lotus, define the space and lift the viewer toward the sky. They
define the “wings” of the Ho-o-Den. Skylanding rises from the ashes of the lost phoenix to heal
the past. The sky unites the world, and, like the phoenix, the landing brings hope for an era of

peace and prosperity.You can leave your wish for peace.. More:www.skylanding.com/welcome/
EVENT, PROF PHOTO PERMITS REQ IN GARDEN. CPD website/permits-rentals.
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