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Contents—pl about us. pp 2-3 WORK & FUN CALENDAR  

AND PROGRAMS. pp 4-10 Features- CHILDREN’S DAY FEST, 

DISC GOLF, PARK NEEDS INSPECTIONS & REPORT, 

CLEANUP DAYS, MAKE MUSIC, and ACCOMPS/NEXT.   

pp 11, 12 APRIL MEETING MINUTES.  

JPAC Meeting Mon. JUNE 14 7p.m.  
Outdoors at the FIELDHOUSE 6401 S. STONY ISLAND 60637  

Bring a chair or blanket. (Mask if crowded, nos. limited c 30) 

Agenda: Bus., Guest(s) inc. CPD Plg, Reports, New/ old bus, Adjourn. 

 

MAKE MUSIC CHGO-6/21 6-8 4 ENSEMBLES FIELDHSE FREE see p3 

 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of 

Jackson Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park 

District on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure 

programs); to encourage long-range planning; promote community use of 

park & program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com  incl. Re : forms. 

Send check made out to JPAC to JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles,  

6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.| 5/8 McCurry, Garden of the Phoenix 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, 
June 14, Jy 14, Au 9, Sep 13 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR 
Standard sug. membership $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com 773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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CALENDAR  
Through the seasons- May- UNESCO Asian A Mo.| Mig. Bird Mo, Mem Day,FathD,Juneteenth, Sol, Jy4 
Work Calendar. 6/10- Masks req. indoors in parks. Outside: If crowds & soc distg not possible 

WE WALK- WITH A PURPOSE- WALKING CLUB. TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 9:30. Led by 
Jackson Park Recreation Leader Andria Frink from the fieldhouse, Do healthy walking and trash 
pickup on various routes.  
Check weather or cancellations- 773 -256-0903. COVID rules, water, sunscreen. We: gloves, bags. 

PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. (district-wide June 1- end of October). You can register with the Parks 
Foundation, https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer. Find Jackson and your dates, sign off on the 
volunteer waiver. JACKSON PARK’S will be part of the Walk with a Purpose on Tuesdays 9:30 June 8 forward 
through October and also on Saturdays at 10 or as announced, June 12, 19, 26 so forth into October. From the 
fieldhouse.773-256-0903. Following COVID rules and may be divided into small groups.  
 
NATURAL AREA SCHEDULE: 
BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2nd Sats. 9-12. Us. Usually meets at south end of the meadow by Golf Driving Range. 
Plants, invasives, trail work, trash. Norm Bell and Gail Parry. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, 
normwbell@gmail.com. Ju 12, Jy 10, Aug 14, Sep 11 Oct 9 
COLUMBIA BASIN SHORE. Schedule not set, at least yet, but active. Nancy Joseph, njoseph2008@aol.com. 
(Nancy also coordinates the TreeKeeper pruners working in Jackson Park & with tree inventories in parks.)  
WOODED ISLAND (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary). 4th Sats. 10-1. Usually meets by the south bridge. 
Plants, protectives installations for trees, invasives, trails, signage, inventor, trash. Jerry Levy, 
sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. (Jerry has completed rehab; workdays probably start June 26.) 
63RD BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD Sats 10-12. Beach side of the beach house. Planting, weeding, trash.  
Edward Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. May 15, Ju 19, Jy 17, Aug 21, Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov. 20. 
 

Watch for special opportunities. Pick your own route and routine. And: Corporate or NGO groups can form a 

GREEN TEAM to come to Jackson (or another park) for a supervised work project. Register and confer with 

Chicago Parks Foundation. A contribution fee may be required. | NOTE: We try to add a bit of history and or 

nature orientation in all our work activities. JPAC is reaching out to schools and CPD to rebuild youth green & 

nature education and action.  

Promontory Point Suns 10:30 Ju 20 w picnic, Jy 18, then generally 4th Suns. Meet at Fountain e of underpass. 

info@promontorypoint.org. || JPAC continues to recruit Garden of the Phoenix greeters/educators and persons 

to lead history and nature walks on WI and other parts of the park. Contact Louise at 773-844-2225.  

Reminder- mask inside, outside if large group with separation not possible. 

Fun and Learning Calendar- build physical and mental health, cultural horizons. 
Garden of the Phoenix JAPANESE GARDEN programs. Educator-led introductions, handouts 

Sat and Sun 12:30-3+ p.m. (Closes at dusk.) Learn from our trained educators our JG background, 

culture, purposes, and features, including Sky Landing, from the 1893 World’s Fair to today. We hope to also 

schedule 1 to 2 hour-long tours on certain weekends, some of which may include meditation, crafts, or 

informational walks on Wooded Island.  

ENJOYING THE JG RIGHT-FOLLOW POSTED RULES and Don’t climb the fall/ sit on the grass/ bother koi. 

PROF. PHOTOGRAPHERS NEED A PAID PERMIT. (Pavilion/tea house- please remove shoes.) 

And watch for FESTS/CRAFTS.  GET OUT AND GET MOVING including the Walking Club and Pitch-In.  

Get to the Island from safe crossings from the west (57th preferred- go south past the Museum and curve 

southeast, cross the Nancy Hays Bridge) or park in the lot NE of Hayes (63rd) and Cornell cross the bridge and 

walk north. Beautiful walks either way. Be sure to pick up handout guides at kiosks at the bridges or at the gate 

to the garden: Wooded Island Tree Identifier, Garden of the Phoenix, and Jackson Park Scavenger Hunt. 

and ask greeters re: Garden plants (by Trish Morse). Coming- at least some handouts available digitally.  

Some digital resources available now: Richest source of current Garden planting information is Trish Morse's 

blog: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/.History of the Garden- the big video: 

http://www.gardenofthephoenix.org/And in Facebook (same ext.)Current anecdotal pictures and text, JPAC 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil.Jackson Park Wildflowers [by Fred 

Donner]: http://www.jacksonparkwildflowers.org/             P2 
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Use the resources to find out what’s growing/coming next and make your own trek through the park including 
its nature trails circling the lagoons. THE MIGRATORY BIRDS- MAY INTO JUNE. BEST EARLY AM AND 
AFTER 4PM. Soon the butterflies incl. monarchs and wildflowers they visit, and later the dragonflies come.  
 
SPECIAL ZOOM-“CHICAGO ENCOUNTERS JAPAN 1893”WCE JUNE 9 6:30 $15 w Janice Katz, Art Inst. cur. 
https://driehausmuseum.org/programs/detail/chicago-encounters-japan-the-1893-worlds-columbian-

exposition?mc_cid=f7f50ab4ea&mc_eid=ea9ffc8d5e. (Those who have bought tickets can view through June 19). 

 

GET READY FOR OUR 2021 SUMMER NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST led by nature photo-

graphy pro and JPAC VP Spencer Bibbs. Make your camera/ phone be your off-trail extender. Info. soon. 
 

Make Music Chicago June 21 --Start of Nights Out and other summer activities and 

tournaments in Jackson Park. PLEASE PUBLICIZE. Rain? Inside. Celebrate Solstice with good music! 

Front of the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island. Amplified. Seats provided. Free. COVID protocols apply.  
Brought to you by the International Music Foundation, CPD/Nights out in the Park, City of Chicago, and JPAC  
5:30 Thaddeus Tukes ( Jazz piano ) 

6:30 Music Box Foundation ( youth orchestra based in Woodlawn ) 

7:00 Hyde Park School of Dance  ( Dance with Audience Participation ) 

7:30 Andy Carter ( Folk and Rock ) 8:00 Close 

 

Chicago Parks Foundation fundraisers for parks. https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org   
PLAY FOR THE PARKS Golf Invitational. Jackson Park Golf Course. Note- contact Louise and the 

Foundation to VOLOUNTEER including to bring/hand out refreshments at tees. JP Golf Clubhouse. 

July 15, Thursday. AM youth competition, lunch, 1 p.m. takeoff to start-holes. post-play repast and 

rally/prizes. For form and information contact Anne Black, 773-655-9995, ablack@chicagoparksfoundation.org. 
Raises money for activities and facilities in the parks.   

and…RUN 26.2 FOR THE PARKS IN THE CHICAGO MARATHON OCT 10. Team ChiParks.   

Other opps. Disc Golf. Including expected tournament/festival in August. https://hydeparkdiscgolf.com.  

Jackson Park Golf Association and allies have tournaments and events spring-summer. Also 
youth jobs, scholarships. Visit https://jpgachicago.com,  https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/. 

Lakeshore Lawn Bowling- check with https://www.lakesidelawnbowling.com or 
https://www.facebook.com > lakesidelawnbowling. Opening Days 6/19 & 20 12:30. 
Museum of Science and Industry. Tu-Sun. Membs pk free. “Take Flight”- renewed UAL Boeing 727. 
Marvel U Superheroes. Live streams. 
And our 3 yacht and motor boat clubs and kayaking club. BEACHES OPEN MEM. WEEKEND. 
 

Chicago Park District camps and classes (more teen progs p. 10) 

Spring classes- some are walk in. Crochetting through June 11. Call for times, conditions 773-256-0903.  
Likewise re: the spectacular all-new weight equipment. And about basketball. 
Summer camp registration has now opened!! Programs run June 28- August 6 (late summer 2nd, 3rd wks Aug) 
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/financial-assistance. COVID rules, limited nos., ratio 15:1, Chicago only.  
Special Teen Programs- programming returns to the 63rd Beach! Sand Volleyball M,W,F 6/28-8/6 for teens 
11-12 $20 Activity #345994 13-15 $5 Activity #345997 63rd St. Beach – 2 hours ea day! Call 773-256-0903.   
Teens- in-person Mktg & Media-ages 11-15 $5 Wash Pk fldhse T&Th 6/28-8/6 #345987 or 773-256-1248. 
What you are likely to find AT JACKSON for kids- varied sports readiness, tumbling, preschool…. and 
for adults there- pickleball, table tennis, crocheting, weights/fitness, walking club, disc golf. 
   Dates all summer- Fastest Kids Race to Gately Park- https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/fastest-kids.  
(Jackson track is a qualifying site, plus events up through 4th grade.) View all programs incl. specialty. 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/chicagoparkdistrict/Activity_Search?detailskeyword=&IsAdvanced=True&ddlSortB
y=Activity+name&ActivityTypeID=1&SeasonID=56&DaysOfWeek=0000000&SearchFor=2&SearchLevelID=2&maxAge=10
0&NumberOfItemsPerPage=50&IsSearch=true. View summer virtual programs- 

https://apm.activecommunities.com/chicagoparkdistrict/Activity_Search?detailskeyword=&IsAdvanced=True&ddlSortB
y=Activity+name&SeasonID=56&ChildSeasonID=187&DaysOfWeek=0000000&SearchFor=2&SearchLevelID=2&maxAge=
100&NumberOfItemsPerPage=50&IsSearch=true  
Registration- https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/summer-programs or ...district.com/events    P3 
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FEATURES.  Garden of the Phoenix welcomes Japanese 

Children’s Day Festival  First, the formal May 5 2021 festival. That 

on Saturday drew several hundred for its activities and the nearby disc golf 

demo.) May 5 Jackson Park Advisory Council, the Chicago Park District, 

and the JPAC-organized Jackson Park Japanese Garden Greeters 

collaborated with the Consulate of Japan, Japan Information Agency and 

others to hold intertwined festivals that honor traditional festivals of Japan and 

also honor Asian American and Pacific Islander Month in the United States. 

The Children’s Day festivals follow our celebration of the Japanese Cherry 

Blossom festival (hanami) over several weeks in April and are expected to 

be followed by other collaborative festivals in the Garden of the Phoenix on 

Wooded Island through the summer. Our Greeter-educators were pleased to greet thousands of visitors from 

around the world this spring in our reactivated Japanese Garden, mainly Saturday and Sunday afternoons. 

They give handouts on the Garden, trees and plants of the Island, and a Jackson Park Scavenger Hunt 

handout created by Trish Morse.  

(The Moon Bridge, closed due to problems with some of the boards- been or being repaired.) Background 

information and resources (including by our local resident 

members) on the Garden and the Japan-American relationship 

expressed in our garden are found in recent JPAC Newsletters, 

available from our secretary at garyossewaarde@yahoo.com. By 

Sky Landing, Torii Gate you can tie paper piece wishes to trees. 

May 5 is Kodomo no Hi in Japan, Children’s Day (formerly 

Boy’s Day). It often occurs during the cherry bloom. In the Garden 

of the Phoenix, we celebrated our 1st Annual Children’s Day with 

kites and koinoboro, koi (goldfish) carp-shaped streamers and 

make koi (goldfish) drawings and decorate “door panels” with koi) 

honoring the bravery of this fish that must swim against the 

current to get oxygen and (in its habitat) climbs falls and rapids—and as a reward is symbolically turned into a 

golden dragon. So wishing children be strong. At homes parents hang a koinoboro for each child. We also 

started a new tradition by turning on the garden’s waterfall for the season. Our special guest, Japan’s Consul 

General in Chicago, ceremonially turned on the water, Mike Dimitroff and Clauss Bros. did the actual turn-on. 

Kids and adults fed our koi and waved their streamers. (Koi us. feed naturally pond plants, hibernate then mate 

in spring at bottom, and are hide on the bottom if heron/shore birds visit.)  

Our special guests included Japan Consul-General, Kenichi Okada; Director of the Japan Information Center, 

Tsutomu Shibata: President of the Japanese Cultural Center, Stephen Toyoda: Director of the Japanese 

Cultural Center, Saira Chambers. These gave ceremonial welcome holding via banners to all and to the koi 

who symbolically climbed the waterfall. Also thanked and honored: Klauss Bros. contractor Garden of the 

Phoenix Manager Brian Stern; Karen Szyjka, CPD Operations Support Manager and Japanese Garden 

Director; Michael Dimitroff, CPD Manager of Art Initiatives; Louise McCurry, JPAC President, Trish Morse 

greeter/educator trainer and author of our handouts; greeters and educators Kay Brown, Any Carter, Jay 

Franke, Tommy Inglis, and Rolf Pelkey, and photographer & reporter Marc Monaghan.  

Many took pictures of the event and the glory of the Garden in full bloom!. These are by Louise McCurry. P4                           

Karen Szyjka, CPD &JG Mgr is both a great cultural ambassador and master 

gardener and pruner in the Garden. 
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   5/8 2 c  Children with origami koi from 

Japanese Consular   J Japan Consular Office Chicago 
Tommy I and son w koi kites, streamers        Rt- Starting the waterfall 5/5 

The weekend Japanese Children’s Festival, May 8-9 Drawn from report by Louise McCurry. 
625 children and parents came and were shown how to feed the koi, color koi posters, fly the kites, and play 
disc golf. Mike Dimitroff, CPD Arts Initiative dramatically turned on the waterfall for these folks, On Sunday, 
after the rain stopped, 375 came for more celebration of Japanese Children’s fest and U.S Mother’s Day. So 
did college graduates in cap and gown for family pictures. Garden Manager Karen Szyjka helped officiate. Our 
educators that day were Kay Brown and Rolf Pelkey. Jay Franke showed how to feed the fish and told families 
the story of the Garden of the Phoenix. Both days, each child was given an origami (artfully folded paper) koi 
fish from the Japanese Consular Office.  STILL LEARNING. May 10, Trish Morse led Educators on a tree and 
plant identification tour of the Garden. Karen identified the complicated trees and plants and told their stories. 
Next- crafts, arts of Japan. numbers.          P5  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Park Inspection Tours: JPACers find plain-sight & not-so-obvious park needs 
Inspections were held on different days. This describes that on May 10. JPACers and Jackson Park Supervisor 
Bobbie Beckam bundled up on a cold and windy afternoon and set out in golf carts to document problems, 
mainly in the southern half of the park. Able to make the tour were Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam, President 
Louise McCurry, Jay Franke, Anne Marie Miles, Gary Ossewaarde, and Trish Morse. 
Most of the problem areas were spots that Bobbie and Louise knew of or that had been reported. But we found 
some surprises, both good and bad. For example, tennis and basketball courts east of Cornell Hayes-65th 
had been put back to the pristine and snazzy state from when they were paid-for by Nike. Well, we found a tree 
growing in one and another that needed to have the lead-up path to the gate leveled. We learned that these 
courts and surrounds are popular for family and youth picnics as well as games.  
We also saw that the playgrounds along 67th are cleaned and well kept up thanks to Alex Jones and 
fraternity brothers, residents of the Parkways including under Sylvia Brooks, and Erin Adams and friends (who 
keep our Little Libraries kiosks well-stocked). We learned that the padded surface at the Jeffery playlot holds 
up better than wood chips (fibar). The surface pads and flagstone wall of the ADA ramp there have been 
tampered for hiding drugs, party stuff)—lighting would help. (The playground at 63rd beach has sand infilling 
and debris. That at c.62nd and Stony is planned for replacement in conjunction with the Obama Center work.)   
We were delighted at the progress the US Army Corps of Engineers continues to make with varied 
techniques for shore protection, especially evident at South Shore Cultural Center past 67th, along about 2/3 of 
La Rabida shores and walks and beaches (yes, you will be able to get to the water there but most of the 
dangerous drop-offs from upper promenade to “reef and beach” are sealed. Work continues around the north 
end of the peninsula (including the new breakwater), but the fortress and the stairs of the upper overlook have 
serious damage. Work is done around the south side of the Outer Harbor and at the old Coast Guard Station. 
Much is not yet in “finished” state, is officially just temporary, and has occasional gaps. And the contrast 
between the black hued “trap bags” and their generally light-gray surroundings will be jarring to some. 
Designated for later work at some places are softer approaches such as native shore planting. New damage 
spots keep showing up—the Lake may be lower, but lots of damage has been and continues under-
ground through water flow-and-surge, alternating in some places with dryout and sinkholes when rains do 
not come. For example, we noticed washout at the back side and splitting of some walls. (Stepped stone some 
places works better vs vertical, others not.) The most serious new problem is on the east side of the Inner 
Harbor south of the boat  launch and parking lot (one-time Women’s Lawn Tennis courts) south of Hayes 
and west of LSD. This is a marshy area as evidenced by the many reed and wetland grasses in small beds 
and large expanses. It recently flooded with a combination of rains and accompanying surge from the Inner 
Harbor that collapsed the seawall and the path that goes from it to the highly popular semi-rough bike and 
running trail. The latter was not only flooded in early May, but a number of trees were undermined and fell over 
the trail. We were glad to find that fallen trees have been removed and water receded. The flooding surges 
have another effect- washing dirty harbor water and even LM fish species north toward lagoons. Other lake 
and sand blowing problems were reported in the 57th beach to 59th Inlet areas especially sloped limestone 
revetment. Beaches are in process of being raked and turned over. Note, be careful on beaches as there may 
be glass, metal or plastic just under the surface even though volunteers periodically do beach cleans. 
 
Separate inspections: May 7 56-58th (shore damage). May 13 Iowa bldg.- more damage, graffiti—site needs 
eyes, programming. Var. days- inspection of the inner part of the park (Richards, Hayes) led to PD crews 
cleaning out overgrowth, invasive trees, camps. Throughout the park—many falling trees (water table plus 
wind, and in some cases probably age) and failing paths and aged infrastructure. Electrical failures (in part 
from water) have plagued the fieldhouse, golf clubhouse, and golf driving range—blueprints are often missing 
or unreliable. There have been several water main breaks especially on Wooded Island and along Stony Island 
near 58th and 63rd. Added to the report to CPD board: “nudges” (Iowa bldg). Omitted: some committed-to or in 
planning, such as Women’s Comfort Station, Outer Harbor Dock A, and baseball fields and items in the OPC 
MOU. The report also included our Japanese Children’s Festivals and our thanks for work progressing on the 
new Track and Field.  Later May 25 & 27- inspection with Pitch In pickupwas done with 3rd District Police. 
Pics: below5/10 Anne Marie, Gary, Louise, Trish.    67/Ridgeland broken gate      Rt. Jay and Bobbie+Gary, Louise. P6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
  

 

 



 

Jackson Park Needs Report to the Board of Commissioners May 12, 2021. Louise McCurry. With Pictures 

1. Basketball Court at 65th and Cornell.  Tree on south court needs to be removed. 

 

2- Playground at 67th and Ridgeland  - front Gate facing busy street , has BROKEN LATCH  

 

3. Playground at 67th and Jeffrey- 

a. Needs night LIGHTING due to Dusk to Dawn Drug and gang parties happening there  during summer.  

b. LOOSE RED MAT TILES need to be replaced. Currently used to hide dime bags and drugs under them. 

c. Wall seating ledge has Loose and Missing Blocks 

 

4.  LaRabida Peninsula- South still under construction. Will be in next years eyes on tour.  LOOKING SO 

MUCH BETTER!!!! 

 

a. LaRabida North   

1893 Historic Wall has New Graffitti and Bulging Rock Bricks 

b. WALL CAPSTONES are missing and broken letting water between double wall. 

c. STEPS are Broken from top to bottom- major trip hazard. 

 

5. Old LaRabida Hospital site mound       

a. has CRACKED bricks and benches are  cracked  

b. Concrete steps are missing chunks. 

 

6. 63rd street Beach Underpass- 

GRAFITTI, missing tiles and lights out. 

 

7. Beach side from 59th to 58th - multiple areas of displaced and MISSING ROCK BRICKS on slanted wall. 

 

8. 59th Street Underpass-  STANDING WATER in underpass is dirty and FOUL SMELLING 

 

9. Iowa Building at 56th and Everett. 

a. TREE  growing through ROOF needs removal 

b. TREE ROOT pushing up the CONCRETE SLAB —needs removal 

c GRAFFITI  on inside doors  

 

10. 58th-59 th and between  Stony Island and Cornell 

3 large 5 by 5 feet land CAVE IN HOLES —need added dirt. 

_____________________ 
Louise: When you look at where we started a decade ago, CPD, JPAC 
and friends have really accomplished a lot. With what’s done, what’s in 
progress or slated or in planning, little is left behind.  
Take care:- there are lots of traffic accidents and water/beach accidents in 
the park.  
Pictures by Louise McCurry and other members of the exploration team.  P7  
                
 

 

  

 



 
Left- Playground, Collapse by Inner Harbor and (above) nearby flooded 

trail east of Inner Harbor c64th St. early May 
 

More of what’s coming to the park and what 

CPD and JPAC are accomplishing in the park 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Above right Work on new track and multipurpose sports field in 6200 block of Stony. 
Features include permeable drainage, lighting, seating, competition sized soccer football, long-jump. It will be 
shared by CPD, public, and school teams.   

   
  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

A taste of disc (Frisbee) golf- pop up games begin and will continue for our newest, fun-for-all-

ages sport. Watch for more & tournaments (major in August), and for CPD summer camp classes. Tommy 
Inglis, committee leader, set up the demo to the left in the park in April and the game at Sky Landing Saturday 
May 8. He supplied the pictures. Info and links https://hydeparkdiscgolf.com.   
            

We walk with a purpose- lots of cleanup of glass, bottles, party leftovers. Tuesdays, Thursdays 9:30 

Picked 20 bags of trash May 11; more May 13 including shattered glass- bus shelter at 58th/Stony. 
 

Pitch in for the Parks kicked in for Jackson May 22 -2nd season coming June 8, 12 
Tues June 8 at 9:30 (with Walk or split off) through Oct.   Sats June 12 at 10? Through October. Register  
https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer Jackson- select dates, sign volunteer form.      
 

It’s Your Park Day 5 22/23. 4 events, 100 bags, 50 vols-AYSO soccer kids/families/, Lab school, 

UCPD, indivs picked trash/recyclables at the fieldhouse & playground, 63rd lots and sp fields, Wooded Island 
and in the Music Court. Youngest did a treasure hunt. See some of these folks and what the did on page 10. 
 

Stewardship/Natural Areas corner. Bobolink Meadow planting continued May 12 with 

hundreds of plants, under Norm Bell’s leadership. 63rd Beach Nat. Area going full blast. 

 

School outreach- Comm serv. project. May 7 Louise taught Lab School kids to properly plant a tree. Lab 

School lower grs dug World’s Fair artifacts near 58th. Labbies at IYPD & will spread fibar at  64thplayground.P8 
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Coming-Make Music Chicago June 21 --Start of a growing suite of Nights Out and 

other summer activities and tournaments citywide. PLEASE PUBLICIZE. Rain? Inside 

Front of the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island. Amplified. Seating. Free. COVID protocols apply.  
Brought to you by the International Music Foundation, CPD/Nights out in Park, City of Chicago, and JPAC  
6:00 Thaddeus Tukes ( Jazz piano ) 

6:30 Music Box Foundation ( youth orchestra based in Woodlawn near the park) 

7:00 Hyde Park School of Dance  ( Dance with Audience Participation ) 

7:30 Andy Carter ( Folk and Rock )  8:00 Close 

 

More in the Garden. 250 Saturday 15th (rainy), 1,550 on Sunday. Much traffic seems to be driven by Tik 

Toc. Weekdays are much lighter. FULL RULES HAVE NOW BEEN POSTED. And the garden was truly in 
glorious bloom- reds, pinks, yellows. Stand by for info on summer Japanese craft workshops and more. 
 

Park District, city focus on teens this summer (from Bronzecomm.com Newsletter 5-18) 

This year, Chicago Park District organized a teen engagement strategy for safe spaces for teens this summer called the Summer Kickback Series. These teen-

focused celebrations will take place Friday evenings, July 9th through August 27th at parks and partnering community-based organizations in fifteen communities 

with the highest violence rates.  These outdoor events will allow teens to gather safely to enjoy music, food, e-sports, and other teen-focused activities.   Chicago 

Park District will be partnering with community-based organizations to hire teens from each community to help plan, promote, and staff events, as well as 

promote vaccinations. RFP for lead organizations open now at bit.ly/SummerKickbackSeries. The RFP will close on May 23 at 11:59pm.   

Mayor Lightfoot announced “Race to Gately,” a series of events centered around track and field to find Chicago’s fastest. Competitions will be available for boys 

and girls in first grade through high school (6-18 years old). Several locations across the city will offer “Track and Field Experiences” or a 60 meter “Fastest 

Kids” race competition. Qualifying times per grade, location and gender will advance to race 60 meters at the new Track and Field Center at Gately Park on 

July 10. [Starts 5/22. Jackson is a Qualifying Site 6/12.] More information on all the competitions chicagoparkdistrict.com/fastest-kids.   
If you thought  Race to Gately left out 1

st
 to 4

th
 graders, you should have seen the latter in The Track Experience at our 

track May 22 under Palmer Park phys instr Kendra Bascomb, reported in HP Herald by Marc Monaghan). 

Hiring-don’t let jobs go to waste. One Summer Chicago (OSC 2021) will run from July 5 to August 

13 and will include remote and socially distanced, in-person job and life-skills training for youth ages 14 to 
24. The application deadline is Friday, June 11. 21,000+ slots. https://www.onesummerchicago.org/   
Park District hiring. Flyer: https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-
8a8c9345201a.pdf. Registration and information www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/jobs.  
Activities Instructor (dance) #2100044, Seasonal Attendant (summer) #2100031, Lifeguard #2100015, 
Recreation Leader (day camp) #2100091,  PARK DISTRICT NEEDS MORE LIFEGUARDS! Don’t let kids 
and families kids down.|Obama Foundation. + Terra Firma: GreenCorp+Emerald Green- hiring w 6 mo full-
time- persons with barriers to employment for envir/green/landscaping indus projects in 10 neigbhds by JP. 
Paste full link. https://greencorpschicago.org/terra-firma- program/?utm_source=crm&utm_medium=email&utm_cam .  
 

Obama portraits- Art Institute of Chicago- the formal portraits of Michelle, Barack. June+. Also at The Mart 

(Merchandise Mart)- Projection on the entire south wall of what was once the world’s biggest building.   
 

State allocates funding for Jackson Park road and infrastructure work. As lots of work 

starts between June and fall… From the Rebuild Illinois $74M- next proposed 
state budget for Jackson. 
Project 1- U.S. Highway 41 (i.e. Lake Shore Drive), Marquette Drive, South Shore Drive and 

Jeffrey Avenue, will cost $6 million in construction engineering and $46 million in 

reconstruction. 

Project 2- Cornell Drive, Stony Island Avenue and Marquette, will cost $2 million in 

construction engineering and $20 million in reconstruction.    

       

(Current plans approved by the National Park Service are for the widening of southbound 

Lake Shore Drive from 57th Street to Hayes Drive. Hayes will be reconfigured between Lake Shore Drive and Stony 

Island. Cornell will be closed between the Midway Plaisance and 63rd Street and converted to two-way east of Stony 

Island. Stony Island will be widened from 59th to 68th streets.) 

Also $100M in budgeted funds from 2018. CDOT spokesperson told the Herald remaining $100M more is/will be 

allocated toward additional roadway and streetscape construction, as road, pedestrian and park improvements to be P9 

 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00101QPZLqL3fG4QjXj2p2k2Vb2KEtbai0ahQ5sCDf_MWHEnSX9u7haMxowCkFFPbYEGrJUjVaWlOZ1VcST5o3ZWo6fmYKDs6Dr2KFsISqgb6pHPWeTwUta_RbfgCYsTPGloeIpb9gSUroXLqoJAgL0NiD8HaC_ebJ-Jl4ASF3XxfryfOU0_DYGypPOhwVttgqAvkdDltPO3HtNqLc4EtU1oB2tUmiyJeXnI9AbEXRH5WXGQxdbyYOG_iSXi0Ch5nhe&c=dTKwm7Yp1n5nUQ0xLQcWnkf4tBWPKcNvrbJItIj2euqZ75L1mhFPeg==&ch=I7Z9AdPjYVDsaLjC-ds8e_bFK8OqP8hCTS28cSV42HI65BcpzTeEgQ==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00101QPZLqL3fG4QjXj2p2k2Vb2KEtbai0ahQ5sCDf_MWHEnSX9u7haMxowCkFFPbYEN0l2TJR9BQh3z9jAyrV9hfblamY9IPVLS7D9TKCQQB1NH5LRkFdKaGHybWbYjCEiYayIZoBMcsB4e7giyr6rFoGqm3FTN3L4sQ6xhDDEurWYScRWacuPFA==&c=dTKwm7Yp1n5nUQ0xLQcWnkf4tBWPKcNvrbJItIj2euqZ75L1mhFPeg==&ch=I7Z9AdPjYVDsaLjC-ds8e_bFK8OqP8hCTS28cSV42HI65BcpzTeEgQ==
https://www.onesummerchicago.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-8a8c9345201a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-8a8c9345201a.pdf
http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/jobs
https://greencorpschicago.org/terra-firma-


completed by the time the OPC opens. || Current update-in prog June wks 2 & 3- Utilities Stony I / Midway. 

Closed: nb curb lane, crossing Cornell /60th. 

 REGULAR UPDATES  https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/news/jackson-park-improvement-update  

 

From It’s Your Park Day May 22 & 23.  

3 events Sat., 1 Sun. 100 bags, 50 vols-AYSO soccer kids/families/, Lab school, UCPD, indivs. picked trash & 
recyclables at the fieldhouse & playground, 63rd lots and sp fields, Wooded Island/JG and in the Music Court. 
Youngsters did a treasure hunt. Also, 3rd District brought their Command Center to clear “bad actors” out of 
the 63rd street parking lots and street this day. The Vaccine Bus was giving free vaccines in our lot. Lots of 
positive attention and action to our Wooded Island and 63rd Street lots because we have demonstrated with 
our visitor diversity and increasing numbers, the need for attention and positive change in our park and that it 
has worked with the Garden. We have found better ways to encourage people to pick up after themselves 
while fully enjoying their park. And to spread out for photo and other opportunities as we call attention to the 
many other beautiful spots in the park--or that would be with teams to give them regular attention. LM, GO 
   
Note one of our pickers with a professional Planet Pack picker & bag- no bending over. (Styles for diff abils.) 
Pictures by Louise McCurry and participants. 
 
 
 
Parks Foundation (sponsor  & supply bringer for IYPD) 

Members of the IYPD/PIftP gang the fieldhouse. 

 
School and soccer IYPD groups 
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Minutes of the April 12, 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council 
    (These minutes were first distributed with the May Newsletter. No meeting was held in May.) 

President Louise McCurry convened the call-in meeting at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum- 31 total, of whom 14 were 
qualified voting members. Others were former or new members or visitors, staff, and presenters. CPD was 
represented by Supervisor Bobbie Beckam and Area Manager Farah Tunks.  
 
The minutes of the March meeting were presented by Gary Ossewaarde, who called attention to a correction 
since first send in Garden paragraph on page 2. There being no objection, the minutes were accepted as sent.  
 
Treasurer’s report. Anne Marie Miles reported a balance of $5,312.22 of which $315 is in the Dwight Powell 
Plaque Fund. $100 in voluntary dues were received. LaRabida Hospital is replacing a not-received check for 
$500. Another member’s check that did not arrive is being replaced. Anne Marie asked that checks, if possible 
with membership form, be sent directly to her at JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, 60649. JPAC 
needs our members to contribute, she said. In response to a question, when fieldhouse visitation is allowed, 
officers and staff will decide place in the fieldhouse, and size for the Dwight Powell plaque, which will then be 
priced. Zelia Stevens reported that Dwight’s family held a private service and spreading of ashes in the park.  
 
Committee reports and guests.  
Bobolink Meadow. A workday crew reworked the paths last Saturday.  
 
HASTE “Steam” program for teens. Marvin McClure described this free program begun by the Museum of 
Science and Industry, then split off when the pandemic severely impacted the Museum. It brings together 
teens (virtually for the time being) to prepare for college and careers in science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics. It provides a “Hopsi” competition for scholarships and has a college admission rate of 99 
percent. It mentors through college. The summer programs are based in park fieldhouses. They’ve 
concentrated on South Shore but have students from all over in a 50% ratio of girls and boys. There is a strong 
possibility they will come here when things go back to normal. Esther Schechter stressed the importance of 
including music the arts and mentioned that the Recorder Society has some recorders it could give to the 
students. HASTE’s website is https://www.hasteteens.org. Marvin’s number is 773 676-9473.   
 
Wooded Island, Garden, and Cherry Grove. Louise reported that an encampment in the Island for “selling” was 
broken up by police. The cherry blossom festival around the Garden of the Phoenix north to the Columbia 
Basin is expected to continue through midweek and more if the blooms hold up. Many hundreds + came and 
made podcasts and videos. Trish Morse is putting some up on social media. The Chicago Tribune will publish 
tonight/tomorrow a feature on the trees and about Trish and her wait of several years for a full bloom from the 
young grove. Ou education committee trains- we really want to get to 20. People (and we did counts) really 
appreciate the tours—most had formerly known little if anything about the garden or park. Trish said she would 
like to give a more extended tour of the Garden once a month on weekends, and include a meditation 
segment. A major dividend, Louise said, was that when the tours started the vandalism stopped. However, the 
area and whole park have been unusually trashed up this year, especially weekend nights. Volunteer educator 
Andy Carter (who also does some singing at the garden) testified how much fun it is informing and interacting 
with the visitors, giving them a bit of starter on the meaning and importance of these spaces, and reason to 
take care of it. He really appreciates the trash pick-up pinch-sticks and bags (“Planet Packs”) that volunteer 
Jay Franke introduced. Imagine not having to bend over, Andy said. They are not cheap, but several said they 
want to buy one. There is one in the fieldhouse, and it was suggested we buy or get some more.  
 
Fieldhouse and recreation. Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam said all but one of the spring classes are full- 
tumbling, pickleball, basketball skill, walking club, track, and conditioning. Disc golf will be a new program in 
the summer day camp; he will teach. Kenneth Newman asked about fishing. Louise said she had just talked 
with the program director at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, and announcement will be made of a 
summer class on the south pavilion of MSI as soon as we are in the right covid reopening phase. The yacht 
clubs are planning on having sailing classes again. Sign ups are not up yet, and there will be limits on 
numbers. Classes fill fast. Louise also announced that this year the Park District is hiring youth for seasonal 
work- see their website. Kenneth asked we encourage CPD to pay soccer and other coaches.  
 
Park cleanup and workdays. Signup was asked of all-- https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org “Jackson”.     
Earth Day will be celebrated in Jackson April 22, Thursday, 9:30 am with teams joining us from University of 
Chicago Community Service Center. Teams in pods of 5 will meet at the fieldhouse and go to the beaches, 
lagoons, and neglected paths in the center and south of the park. Esther Schechter noted some of these-  P11 
 

https://www.hasteteens.org/
https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/


south side of the Inner Harbor, Animal Bridge area, Marquette, Richards. Others mentioned the parking lots. 
Meanwhile our WE WALK-Walking with a Purpose club will do some of the patrol since we can’t wait any 
longer (until Pitch In in June) with the mess. Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:30 from the fieldhouse.  
It’s Your Park Day is May 22. We may be able to do some planting and will participate in kick off for Pitch In. 
9:30 from the fieldhouse or as directed. Register and (as for all, fill in the volunteer waiver and find “Jackson.”) 
Pitch In for the Parks will start a bit later for us, Tuesday June 8, 15, 22, 29 and so forth at 9:30 with Walking 
Club and Saturday June 12, 19, 26 and so forth at 10 or as announced. From the fieldhouse. (FOR ALL COME 
EARLY.) Commander Jamel and Officer Lee of UCPD offered to put these programs on their Facebook page.  
Numerous corporate groups (Green Teams under the Parks Foundation) are signed up for workdays. 
 
Park Safety and Condition. Louise noted that while vandalism has subsided, there is  more picnic and other 
trash this year, including in the lagoons and parking lots. Matters are not bad in the afternoon, but terrible by 
the next morning, especially around weekends. The parking and trafficking in lots cannot be controlled despite 
police cars that at most can chase cars from lot to lot. If gates are closed, they are smashed through. And hard 
enforcement may be unwise, it was said, so long as there is not shooting. 
 
Partners/sports. Louise announced there is a new manager at the Golf Course and that teens are being hired 
to clean golf balls at the Driving Range. Pat Harper, Jackson Park Golf Association described growing activities 
from the youth caddie hires to scholarships, including for a chance to train to enter the tours at the junior level 
and learn the business side. JPGA held its annual women’s golf history event March 31. They will hold a 
charity golf event June12 in Jackson Park and a youth in golf event with Unity Golf Association and Erika 
Shavers group in July. For details: https://jpgachicago.com, https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/. 
 

New business. Disc Golf. Tommy Inglis and Bobbie Beckam explained this simple-put-up-take-down game 
tossing frisbees into baskets. It helps build eye-hand coordination. It’s in thousands of parks, for all ages and 
with tournaments including for scholarships. Chicago is behind and not providing kids the chance to compete in 
this sport- and keep kids and people. The game will be taught to day camp this summer, southeast of Cornell 
and Hayes, then become a seasonal class. Bobbie can give a tour or demonstration. Gary noted it is low-
impact, low management for the park and just occasionally takes up a space lightly used now. In response to a 
question, Louise said there is no reason people could not use the space for picnics et al, including any who 
have been holding picnics and games on the OPC site. She is appointing an exploratory committee.  
 
Events. Louise said JPAC and the Park District are going cautious and light on events this year.  Our own free 
White City tours may depend on availability of personnel. We are planning Make Music Chicago pop up with 
the International Music Foundation late day June 21 (a Monday), possibly with school or youth ensembles.  
 
Capital matters in and near the park. Evaluations for rebuild of the 59th-60th Metra station and of the Chicago 
Monument Project, and more are under way. We will evaluate /give comments when the reports are ready. 
Ken Newman thanked those who gave condolence for his mother, Grace. Her obit was in the Herald March 18. 
   
Meeting adjourned 8:15 p.m. Next meeting May 10, 7 p.m., probably virtual.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary 
 
Meeting attendance- total: 31 
 

Anton, M Inglis, T McClure, _ 

Arthur, A Jaffe, K McCurry, L 

Beckam, B Janel, M Miles, AM 

Bibbs, S Jones, A Monaghan, M 

Carter, A Jones, C Morse, P 

Franke, J Kaufman, R Newman, K 

Franklin, S Lee, F Newsome, C 

Gilber, S Lipinski, M Ossewaarde, G 

Guy, J Lodato, R _ Schechter, E 

Harper, P McClure, M Stevens, Z 

  Tunks, F 

Follow up: New disc golf exploratory committee: Tommy Inglis, chair; Louise McCurry, co-chair; Bobby Beckam 
(CPD), Pierre Nealon (CPD), Patricia Harper, Craig Bowen, and Cassandra Curry (sports coaches).         P12  
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