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NEXT JPAC MTG., MON JUNE 13,7PM FIELDHOUSE gym, 6401 S. Stony 

Island Ave. PLEASE ARRIVE 6:45 to fill in Membership application and sign in at the sign in tables. 

All are welcome at our meetings. To become a voting member, you must sign in and fill in application (if have 

not filled one in before.) You become a voting member when attending your 3rd meeting 12 months. 

We observe CPD rules on COVID protocols incl. masking and distancing. We follow CPD PAC Guidelines and 

PAC and CPD Codes of Conduct.  

AGENDA and how to sign up to speak will be sent later, along with any changes in COVID protocols 

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 

1   NEXT MEETING, MISSION, LINKS. Directory continues on P2 

2, 3 CALENDARS- EVENTS, WORKDAYS, PUBLIC MEETINGS  (Next Event- MAKE MUSIC JUNE 21) 

4, 5 UPDATES, ANNOUNCEMENTS, HAPPENINGS IN THE PARK IN MAY 

5-7 PICTURES--the PAC in action 

8-9 APRIL MEETING MINUTES AND ATTENDANCE 

 

 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson Park through which information regarding 

JP can be shared ; to advise and make recommendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park 

maintenance and other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs; to encourage long-range planning 

for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s programs and facilities at JP; to increase community 

awareness by involving all segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and implementation of 

JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park. 

 

 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS! 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
Recommended  :https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ 

https://jacksonparkwildflowers.org.   
Construction andtraffic updates https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/  
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Calendars EVENTS 
 

MAKE MUSIC Jackson Park. June 21, 4:30 p.m.- early evening. Youth 

ensembles incl. from Apostolic Church, other performers, and 

interactive. Free, at the Fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony I. No registration. 

GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX. After the cherry trees, the azalias, dogwoods 

and are in bloom, and Golden Alexander dazzles on the Islan. Our greeters 

and docents are happy to answer your questions about the Garden on 

weekends, especially afternoons, and on some days invite you to engage in 

Japanese arts and activities. Expect occasional activites by Chicago 

Japanese cultural organizations including forest-bathing walks with haiku. 

Also a mending installation by Japanese artist Mami Takahashi, who visited 

May 17-19. (More in the Features section below.) 

CPD SUMMER PROGRAMS. Registration is open. Search the Park District 

site or call the fieldhouse 773-256-0903 for classes for kids through adults. 

(Find below pictures of the adult table tennis class. Tu & Th.)  Or take fitness 

class or self-regimen. And take advantage of open hours at the Track.   

Choose from over 1000 free events from movies to theatre, music, dance/ 

dancing. www.nightoutintheparks.com or the My CHI  app. 10th Anniv. 

FOR KIDS AND YOUTH – My CHI. My Future. App.  

DISC GOLF play, wkday scheds hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com. 

LAWN BOWLING starting weekends 5800 DLSD. Also croquet, archery.  

https://www.facebook.com/lakesidelawnbowling/ 

OTHER’S. Programs 

May 28-29 PROMONTORY POINT Conservancy and Hyde Park Historical 

Society will host several International Point Day programs, festivals and 

tours. Also tree inventory training and monthly workdays. Visit 

https://promontorypoint.org. Look for the table east of the tunnel.  

Saturday: 10 a.m. Sculptors Roman Villarreal and Joel Cardenas talk 

about carving the famous lakefront mermaid and demonstrate carving the 

limestone revetment  People can try their hand. 

10:30 easy landscape tour led by Jack Spicer. 1 p.m. Bill Swislow leads tour 

of the revetment and 150+ carvings people have made (poss. strenuous), 

This repeats at 10:30 Sunday. 

2 p.m. adt Hyde Park Historical Society 5529 S. Lake Park- lecture by Jack 

Spicer on the history of Promontory Point & see photos by Nancy Hays-- 

https://www.hydeparkhistory.org/blog/nancy-campbell-hays-photo-gallery  

OLMSTED AT 200- ANNIVERSARY.  
Area wide programs launched April 26 with a virtual exhibit by the 

Washington Park Camera Club, South Park Then and Now, hosted in Hyde 

Park Historical Society’s website, https://hydeparkhistory.org. Find there a 

summer-long schedule of tours of the three parks that make up the original 

South Parks with historian Julia Bachach  June 25-Aug. 6 plus a panel 

program in the fall..Sponsors incl. Terra Foundation/Art Design Chicago.  For 

more information Visit https://Olmsted200.org and 

https://www.artdesignchicago.org/adcnow/south-park-then-and-now.  P2 

DIRECTORY 
 
JPAC in normal times eets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, ), 
June 13, July 11, Aug 8, Sep 12  
 
BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021 
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 

 
Ask about vol. contribution (no 
relationship to membsp Anne 
Marie Miles- milesesq@aol.com  

 
CONTACTS 

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treasurer) 
milesesq@aol.com 7 
773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Secretary, 
Newsletter, mail list) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 

garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 

Membership Mary Anton 

antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com  

Stewards: Wooded Island Jerry 

Levy sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  

Bobolink Norm Bell/Gail Parry 

normwbell@gmail.com  

www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  

Columbia B  NancyJoseph  

njoseph2008@aol.com  

63
rd

 Beach NA  Edw Warden  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  

 

Chicago Park District- 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 

Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 

South Region Mgr. Maya Solis  

312 747 747-7661,  

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton 

demitrice.seaton@ cpd website 

Security 312 747-2193 

Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 

www.jacksonparkadvisorycoun

cil.org  
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CHICAGO PARKS FOUNDATION, https://www.chicagoparksfoundaton.org, is revving up its fitness 

program, Walk in the Park with a Future Doc. This year in Lakeshore Park in Streeterville. 

You can sign up now for the June 5 “13.1 Half Marathon” If you can vol. at Garfield Park reg w CPF by May 29. 

Or the October 9 Bank of America Marathon Team ChiParks. Or Play for the Parks Golf Invitational parks 

fundraiser in July.And see Pitch in for the Parks, below.        

 

DOING DAYS and PUBLIC MEETINGS –  

PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. Organized under Chicago Parks Foundation, which provides supplies. Cleanups 

and other projects as you get in a healthy walk and learn some cool things about your park. 

Starting May 24--Tues. 10:30, Sat. 11 (citywide June 4- October). Weather- check the fieldhouse 773 256-

0903 or Louise 773 844-2225.  

Meet at the Fieldhouse. No registration or background check required. Sign the waiver at event.  

SPECIALS check w. Louise. DISC GOLF WORK TEAM var. Sats, more- tommyinglis@gmail.com.   

     

JACKSON PARK NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.  

Part of the CPD Natural Areas and Nature and Culture management program and their contractors. 

 

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2ND SATURDAYS June 11, July 9 thr. Fall. 9 am-noon. Enjoy and keep this treasure 

spot in great shape. Meet at the south end of the meadow at the golf driving range parking lot. 

www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmailc.com.  

63rd STREET BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD SATURDAYS June 18 , July 16 thr fall, 10 am-noon. There 

may be construction detours and some activities are at LaRabida shore, so contact Edward Warden, 

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  

WOODED ISLAND. 3RD SATURDAYS June 4, likelyJune 18, July 16 thr fall. 10 am- 1. South bridge. Learn 

some fascinating history while mulching trails and 200 sprung up oak saplings, and tending plantings. 

Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. THE MAY 21 WORKDAY WAS POSTPONED TO JUNE 4.  

COLUMBIA BASIN or TreeKeepers pruners- contact. Nancy Joseph at njoseph2008@aol.com. 

 

MEETINGS  JPAC General meetings 2ND Mondays at 7, fieldhouse. All are welcome. June 13, July 11. 

MIDWAY PLAISANCE EAST PANEL UPAAR MTGS recreation replacement from and next to our park..  

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects. Questions and comments- 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Midway-Plaisance-East-End-Improvements-Feedback-Form 

The presentation in early May: https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-

public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/9242-20220503-CommunityMeeting2-reduced.pdf 

 

59TH – 60TH ST METRA STATION REHABILITION AND SECTION 106 HISTORIC REVIEW. Meetings coming 

(June 1 is for registered consulting parties, incl. JPAC.) Documents: https://metra.com/59th60th. It’s updated. 

And  https://metra.com/59th60th#Environmental_Reporting_and_Documentation. Comments thru end of May. 

Jackson Park Plan for Interpretive Materials project-info and how to participate. Public input and 

stakeholder sessions will be announced for this development of ways to show the history of the Park and how 

the peoples of its surrounding neighborhoods have used and want to use the Park. This is a mitigation required 

under the Section 106 Historic Review Memorandum of Agreement. Bring your ideas. 
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UPDATES, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND HAPPENINGS 
JPAC offers its congratulations to Rosa Escareño on her appointment as permanent CEO and General 

Superintendent of the Chicago Park District. She has already visited the park and interacted with JPAC and 

park patrons. We look forward to working with her. 

 

MORE SUMMER JOBS FOR YOUTH this year- https://onesummerchicago.org.  

THE BATHROOMS AND WATER FOUNTAINS BE OPEN-- MEMORIAL DAY MAY 30. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC www.jacksonparkimprovements.org is the 

place to go--and sign to up for newsletter/updates. In Traffic Updates (red tab) find CONTACT US. Watch SB 

LSD south of 57th; Hayes Dr. w. of DLSD. #63 bus summer beach terminus moves to Beachhouse  

BOOK CORNER 
Erica Geis, Water Always Wins: Thriving in an Age of Drought and Deluge (coming in June) argues for 

“slow water” and naturalized buffers for our shores- CPD is looking at such for our park, like at Morgan Shoals, 

but some of the rules for designing and evaluating projects run counter. We should stay alert. 

William Swislow, Lakefront Anonymous: Chicago’s Unknown Art Gallery covers carvings inc. by LaRabida. 

 

IN THE JAPANESE GARDEN AND ENVIRONS 
Late April /early May saw the Hanami, or Cherry Festival time and the re-launch of our greeters and docents 

team to serve the thousands who came each weekend-even when it rained. The rescheduled festival day had 

drumming, costumed dancing, and arts demonstrations. (We can use additional greeters and docents.) 

 

May 5 was Japan’s Children’s Day. Jackson Park’s 2nd annual Children’s day programs were organized by the 

Japanese Cultural Center, led by Stephen Toyoda and the Japan Consulate in Chicago, led by Manager 

Julianne Medrano, Japan Information Center, and the Chicago Park District under leadership of Michael 

Dimitroff and Karen Szyjka. Programs ranged from haiku, calligraphy, and origami to koi-shaped kite flying. 

The waterfall was turned on for the season to and the koi-kites leaped above it as a “meaningful and a 

continuing enrichment of the lives of kids and adults who shared the Joy of watching our children blossom into 

talented adults and even a few golden dragons,” in the words of Louise McCurry. See pictures below. 

As a part of the ongoing summer program, the Park District is planning a series of “forest bathing” therapy 

walks on Wooded Island, followed by haiku (a Japanese style of high poetry) lessons in the pavilion  

by Willliam Shehan of the Japanese Cultural Center and Haiku Temple.  

 

May 17-19 the Japanese Culture Foundation and Japanese Chamber of Commerce welcomed Japanese artist  

Mami Takahashi who is completing two kintsugi (golden joinery) public art installations at the Garden. Kintsugi 

usually means the art of intentionally “mending” vessels with a mix of lacquer and powdered gold or other 

metal so as to  make breakage and repair a part of the history of an object rather than to disguise the break. 

Here the artist will treat the much deplored gap at the south end of the north (Nancy Campbell Hays) bridge to 

the Island and at the southwest corner of the Pavilion (tea house) in the Garden.  

In the same vein, Yoko Ono’s Skylanding sculpture (2016), outside the Garden at the site of the original Japan 

Pavilion given to Chicago in 1893 has a set of12 peace/healing “lotus” petals of stainless steel. But there was 

also a 13th (named Mended Petal, broken apart, and was repaired with metal rod attachments showing the 

repairs. It can be viewed in the Art Institute of Chicago Modern Wing 1st floor Pritzker Garden. Yoko has done a 

number of works/installations that embody the idea of mending and healing, including by groups.  

As a living being, our park often need repairs or replacements. For example, some cherry trees by the Garden 

developed Black Root disease and had to be removed. They will be replaced by a resistant cherry subspecies. 
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More May activities 

May 7 JPAC celebrated International Bird Treaty Day, actually a week before the annualSpring Bird Count, led 

by Jackson Park volunteer compiler Randy Shonkwiler, under the Illinois Natural History Survey, part of Prairie 

Research Institute at U Ill Champaign-Urbana, as reported by Marc Monaghan in the HP Herald May 19. If you 

go to observe the birds on the seasonal flyway here, note that depending on weather and winds the birds 

passing over Illinois can vary from a few thousands to tens of millions in a night. See pics of our May 7 festival 

below. Birds are under stress in Chicago. Let’s be thinking of ways to ensure the park is bird-friendly.  

May 7 also saw a work team helping the young oaks on Wooded Island under Jerry Levy. Their next workday 

is on June 4, then June 18 (3rd Saturday at 10 at south br.  

And Equiticity joined with JPAC on Mothers Day for an equity, peace and health-building tour then held their 

picnic near Skylanding. Pictures below. (Most pics are by Louise McCurry.) 

May 14 the Bobolink Meadow team led by Gail Parry and Norm Bell chipped the north path and removed 

invasives. They had two workdays in April, including on April 20 with Lab School removing debris from a fallen 

tree. Their normal days are Saturdays at 9 at the south end of the Meadow at the driving range lot.  

May 21 was It’s Your Park Day, organized under the Chicago Parks Foundation. Two groups, from the 

University and the community, picked 60 bags. Thank you Sonia Horvath for supplies and the reservation 

system. Pitch In for the Parks days have already started.  

May 21 the Disc Golf Team also had a workday clearing the course sw of the fieldhouse. As they were 

finishing after the rain stopped and starting to play, a goodly group from the Restaurant Association McCormick 

Place convention arrived—by public transportation no less, for a tour of disc golf and more in the park.  

May 26. Park safety and needs rides continued. Damage, natural and deliberate, were found and reported. 

And our fieldhouse spring classes continue- See some pictures below of Table Tennis.   

Children’s Day Fest- Haiku master William Shehan in costume. Stephen Toyoda demonstrating calligraphy and haiku. 

   

  

 

  

  

 

                                                                                                                                                                  P5 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

         P6 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 



Protecting the young oaks on Wooded Island May 7 Jerry, Kay, Andy, Jay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Equiticity tour and picnic nding 

 

It’s Your Park Day teams May 21- incl. a graffiti buster 

Below: Table Tennis 
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Jackson Park Advisory Council Minutes April 11, 2022 dr. 5-8-22 

The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m. Total attendance 96. And includes 45 Members (7 being a quorum) 
eligible to vote at this meeting. 16 new attendees were welcomed. 
 
Sgt. at Arms. Al DeBonnett explained rules including decisions regarding recording or video and privacy 
protections for the same. No disruptions would be tolerated.  
Parliamentarian. Susan Johnson explained purposes and application of Robert’s Rules of Order and what is 
unacceptable per RRO. She also explained how votes are taken in JPAC and similarly organized groups. 
 
Program Reports 
Celebrating excellence in the park. Disc Golf organizer Tommy Inglis reported on course installation and our 
nationally sanctioned tournament. www.hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com. 
Celebrating excellence in community programs.  63rd St. and LaRabida Natural Area Steward Edward Warden 
encouraged volunteering for the 3rd Saturday conservation program. ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. Eagle 
Scout Eric discussed earning a service badge in community collaboration at Jackson Park and JPAC. 
Japanese Garden docents and events/activities. William Shehan, teacher of Japanese arts, described 
programming at the upcoming Hanami Festival and recruited volunteers. william@haikutemple.org.  
 
Committee Reports and Presentations 
Membership. Chair Mary Anton discussed attendance and membership audit; new procedures and regulations 
based on advice from the Park District; rules regarding secure and confidential access to information; and 
communicating with members. Questions can be addressed to Mary at antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com.  
Wooded Island Stewardship. Steward Jerry Levy described activities, schedule, self-guided tour, contractor’s 
management, and some tree and water issues. A key volunteer task is tending self-sprung oak saplings.  
Events and Activities- call for volunteers and persons with expertise (Many volunteered; Contact the President) 
--Hanami (Cherry Blossom Festival), Big program is on April 24, 12-2 at Columbia Basin area and the Garden. 
--Student classes and activities. April 20, May 5 at 9:45 am, MSI west employees’ lot. 
--Earth Day. April 23, 12-2 at 63rd St. Beach. With Alliance for the Great Lakes. Sign up required. 
--Olmsted 200 tour and Activities. April 30, 12-1. Meet at Golden Lady. Limit 25. 
--Migratory Bird celebration. May 7, 9-11. Bobolink Meadow South Entrance (driving range lot off Hayes Dr.).  
 
General Business 
Treasurer’s Report. Treasurer Anne Marie Miles announced $5,540.02 in the account, an increase of $590. 
Notable are gifts from LaRabida Hospital and several JPACers. Some upcoming expenditure will be for kids 
and fieldhouse programs. She asked for ideas to fundraise for park programs.  
 
New Business 
People in the Park. 15 minutes total, 2 minutes each. (Two persons needed to cancel.) 
Kristy Rawson:  Called for lobbying for restoration of the 59th St. tennis courts instead of their and its dog area 
being replaced by CPD plans for other uses. JPAC and the community should be informed early in the 
planning process to enable proactive input. The President referred the membership to the Framework Plan 
where many of these ideas are set forth and explained. It was noted that these are aspirations and should be 
subject to discussion as they are brought forward for planning and implementation.  
Anne Marie Miles asked that we promote accommodations for persons with disabilities, especially regarding 
walking. She supported calls that walks affected by construction be kept in good shape, and perhaps establish 
a committee to interact with CDOT, CPD. She also called for more benches along walks. (General assent 
supported fundraising for benches.) 
Al DeBonnett praised the many who have supported JPAC by participating in meetings, events, and sports. 
 
The mandatory time for adjournment, 8:15 having arrived, the Chair gaveled the meeting adjourned.  
 
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary 
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APRIL 2022 MEETING ATTENDANCE 
96 total of which 45 members eligible to vote as of April 11 attended (marked with Q). 
 

Adams, Dawn   Johnson, Susan B Q  Ramsey, Parenthia   
Anton, Mary  Q  Kaufman, Robin Q  Rawson, Kristy Q 
Avila, Susan  Q  Koenen, Barbara   Ribstein, Susannah Q  
Bailey, Duwain   Landheart, Shana   Robinson, L 
Beal, Frank    Lane, Steven    Rogers, Eric  Q 
Belin, Raymond   Levy, Jerry  Q  Rubin, Rachel  Q 
Bibbs, Spencer Q  Lewis, Alfonso   Russo, Christopher 
Campbell, Donita   Lewis, Sharon Q  Ryzdon, Brett Q 
Candas, Aysen   Lipinski, Marc Q  Schechter, Esther Q 
Clement, John Q  Maniates, Brigid Q  Schwarze, Tilman 
Cuddy, Alison   Mare, Ralph    Scott, Michael J Q 
DeBonnett, Al Q  Maule, Matthew Q  Shehan, William 
Deschner, Roger Q  McCoy, Caderro   Silverman, Katherine 
DeVaughan, DeborhQ  McCurry, V Louise Q  Silverman, Michael 
Erling, Erik    McGruder, Don Q  Sistrunk, Ziff 
Evans, Maxwell Q  McNamee, Michael   Smith, Jennifer 
Fitzpatrick, Craig   Miles, Anne Marie Q  Sparks, Laura   
Foster,.Ian    Miller, Cynthia   Spicer, Jack  Q 
Franke, Jay  Q  Moltz, Lauren   Stone, Genora Q 
Gaffney, Susan   Monaghan, Marc Q  Stone, Maria (CPD) 
Gooden, Gloria   Musselwhite, Jessica  Strable, Jennie 
Hammond, Debra Q  Nassef, Lauren Q  Thompson, Katherine 
Haney, Beatrice   Nelson, Karin   Tobin, Isaac  Q 
Harper, Pat  Q  Nelms, Brenda Q  Tolmaire, Natalie 
Harris, Vincent   Newman, Kenneth Q  Vandervoort, Fran Q 
Hopkins, Mark Q  Newsome, Charles Q  Voss, Linda 
Hopkins, Marquita   Nowells, Tracy   Warden, Edward 
Hoyt, Jennette Qtbd  Nowells, Winnie   Waugh, Norman 
Inglis, Tommy Q  Ossewaarde, Gary Q  Word, Felicia 
Jackson, Kathleen   Panelas, Tom Q  Young-Freeman, Monica  
James, Victoria   Patterson, Brandon Q 
Jasper, Dawn Cherie  Perkins, Deborah 
Johnson, Dennis Q  Piemonte, Gabriel       Q 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Below- Jay Franke, 4/16. Japanese Garden fence  

wind storm blew down is back up. Booth Sch. vols. raked gravel paths, planted. Bluets, forsythia. 
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63RD ST. BEACH CLEAN-JPAC TEAMS UP WITH ALLLIANCE 

FOR THE GREAT LAKES. 

April 23, JPAC joined service teams organized by Alliance’s Adopt-a Beach 

program to collect, separate and weigh scores of bags of trash—heavily of 

 



plastics, which trap and choke lake life and are long to decompose, and glass, which among other things can cut kid’s 

feet. Thanks to all who helped out.  

HANAMI CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL. PERFORM RESCH TO MAY 1 12-3April 23, 24 5,000 

plus—families, parties and organizations such as the Japan Art and Culture Center spread their blankets by 

the Columbia Basin so of MSI and on Wooded Island to smell and celebrate spring and admire and reflect on 

the transience of beauty and life--symbolized by the sakura, or cherry blossoms. Starting 2013, 160 cherry 

trees—the area’s largest grove-- were planted by Project 120 + the Japanese Chamber to commemorate 120 

years since the 1893 Fair, its Japanese Phoenix Pavilion replica- a permanent gift to Chicago, and also the 

Japan-U.S. & Chicago relationship, 50 years of the Chamber, and the 1912 gift of cherry trees to D.C. Starting 

2021, Japanese cultural organizations, the Japan Consulate in Chicago, CPD (under leadership of Michael 

Dimitroff and Karen Szyjka) and City, and JPAC’s Garden Docents Program have facilitated the Fesitval 

programs and provided welcome, education/arts/ performance, and meditation The garden was named Osaka 

Garden over 40 years ago for Osaka’s gifts as a Sister City of Chicago for the Garden and Tea Pavilion. 

Recently the vicinity was named Garden of the Phoenix after the lost Pavilion from the Fair and lost 1930s 

concession and now site of Yoko Ono’s sculpture, Sky Landing. In and around the Garden, visitors enjoy 

Japanese arts (haiku, origami, writing, the koi fish—just like at the festivals on  Wooded Island at various times 

since the 1970s..Depending on weather, the bloom could last weeks or just days, and each stage of the 

blossoms has its own beauty. The media coverage was fantastic, Thanks for pictures to Mike Dimitroff, Mary 

Anton, Louise McCurry. Among  docents on the Island were Mary Anton, Duwain Bailey, Spencer Bibbs, KP 

Brown, Andy Carter, Tommy Inglis, Louise McCurry, Trish Morse, William Shehan, and Genora Stone.. 
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Minutes of the Jackson Park Advisory Council March 14, 2022 draft 4/6 

President called to order at 7PM in JP fieldhouse. Time limits for items and adjournment (8:15 per facilty closing time) 

would be enforced. Total attendance: 128 including a quorum of voting members (51 of 80).  

Parliamentarian spoke about the purposes of a PAC and the importance of Roberts Rules of Order (RRO). 

 

Celebrations 

 Park Kids. Coach Nealon reported and introduced a youth glad to be out and on the basketball team. President 

reported for the park supervisor, who was ill,- what’s trending: pickleball, girls sports. 

 1Woodlawn/Network of Woodlawn. Duwain Bailey spoke to Woodlawn history and park commitments.  

 Hyde Park Garden Fair. Yolanda Edwards and Michael Bradley reported on return to an in-person Fair May 13, 

14 and urged us to volunteer and buy. Revamped website: https://hydeparkgardenfair.org.  

 130 Years of partnership between Chicago and Japan-- centered in Jackson Park. JPAC VP Spencer Bibbs 

expressed gratitude for the Garden Docent Program, which allows him to make connection with the thousands of 

visitors and to show ownership in the park. Docent recruitment, training begin soon. 

Reports.  

 President’s Report. President described recent work projects including by Mt. Carmel and UC Lab. She gave 

some of her time to Barry Rapoport, who spoke for green projects and for our holding learning nights for kids and 

families. He recommended Green Actioneers by Dave Flannigan. https://www.greenactioneers.com.  

 PAC Conference Report. Genora Stone, Susan Johnson, and Louise McCurry reported what they learned at the 

citywide virtual Conference March 5. JPAC was well represented. Genora said activities for small parks can be 

scaled up here and with collaborations with other PACs. Susan recommended we join the Par-K-nership initiative 

in which PACs visit, mentor, and work with each other . The President appointed a committee to explore this. 

 Events signup was encouraged, including for Cherry Blossom Festival (main cel April 24), Earth Day April 23 12 

p.m. at 63
rd

 Beach--sign up www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-beach, and an Olmsted anniversary park tour April 30.  

 Treasurer’s report. Treasurer reported last year’s result was c. $4,900, an increase of c. $500. She recommended 

new fundraising initiatives through the fundraising committee. Such initiatives require a vote per the Bylaws. 

Motion was made, seconded, and approved by a clear voice vote. Following the vote, a member from the floor 

asked for division of the house/roll call. The request was ruled out of order per RRO. Due to shortness of time to 

resolve ensuing dispute, final resolution was deferred.  

Old and New business. 

 Park District reforms. Members were urged to submit comments or attend live and virtual Town Halls on the 

proposed Code of Conduct Chapter 4 revision and reforms for safety, equity.  

 The Chair called for the December minutes. Motion to accept the distributed draft minutes was made, followed by 

an objection from the floor to accepting them. Objector offered a correction disputing that consensus was reached 

on placing the Bylaws amendment re: membership, introduced in December, on a subsequent meeting agenda. 

Parliamentarian ruled that the objection and correction were out of order because they touched upon an issue in a 

complaint, filed after the December meeting and currently under investigation. Motion on the floor to accept the 

minutes as presented was again made and seconded. After assent, there was a request for a roll call vote that 

was ruled out of order under RRO and further action was deferred citing time running out and specific applicable 

rules needing research..  
 The Chair moved on to New Business. Time for individuals to speak. Several members raised concern about not 

having sufficient meeting time set aside for ad hoc input to raise concerns, issues, and new ideas. Sense of the 

meeting was that this will be developed starting with the next meeting. A few were immediately allowed to give 

ideas on such matters as safe infrastructure and a committee to watch CDOT re: construction, keeping parking 

lots open, about accuracy of and access to records and what to do one’s right to vote is challenged.  

 The president declared adjournment at 8:15 p.m. under the agenda and fieldhouse closing hours and needs. A 

verbal dispute occurred after the fact over the president’s right to do so.   

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary. Next meeting April 11 at the fieldhouse.     P8 

March 14 2022 meeting attendance 128 4/6/22. q=qualified to vote (members) 51 attended of 80 
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http://www.greatlakes.org/adopt-a-beach


Adams, D   Hoyt , J press, not Chi Paretsky, S  q 
Adams, E  q Isoda, M  q Patterson, B 
Anton, M  q Jackson, J   Patterson, J 
Avila, S  q Jackson, K   Pena, C  q 
Bailey, D   James, V   Piemonte, G  q 
Barnes, C   Jasper, D C   Pike, R 
Behr?, R   Jeyifo, M  q Porter, L  q 
Bibbs, S  q Johnson, D  q Price, A  
Blumenberg, S  Johnson, S  q Raber. J  q 
Bradley, M   Kaufman, R  q Ramsey, P 
Brown, K P  q Koenen, B   Raoul, T  q 
Campbell, D   Landheart, S   Rapoport, B not Chi 
Cason, S   Lane, S   Raubertas, C  q 
Christian, H?   Levy, J   q Rawson, K  q 
Christian, L   Lewis, S  q Ribstein, S   q 
Clayton, D   Lipinski, M  q Richardson, A CPD 
Clement, J  q Lityde?, S   Ross, L 5th Ward   
Collard, A  q Lucy, S  q Rubin, R  q 
Daughrity, L   Maniates, B  q Ryzdon, B press 
DeBonnett, A  q Maule, M   Sampson, L  
DeMan, J  q McCurry, L  q Schechter, E  q 
DeMan K   McGruder, D  q Schwab, A  q 
Deschner, R   McNamee, M   Silverman, K Tanner 
DeVaughn, D q Means, R   Silverman, M 
Dupree, E  q Miles, A M  q Smith, J 
Edwards, Y   Miller, C   Smith, M 
Evans, M press  Mills, F  q Snooks, T CPD 
Felder, C   Misurell-Mitchell, J  Spicer, J 
Felder, R   Mitchell, W   Stone, G  q 
Ferguson, I   Monaghan, M  press   q Stone, M CPD  
Flournoy, A   Nassef, L   Strable, J 
Franke, J  q Nealon, P CPD  Swilley, S 
Gaddies, A   Neely, D   Taylor, D 
Gaffney, S   Nelms, B  q Thompson, K  
Gokl, R   Nelson, A   Tobin, B 
Gooden, G   Nelson, K  q Tobin, I 
Guy, J   q Newman, K  q Tolmaire, N 
Hall, R  q Newsome, C  q Vandervoort, F  q 
Hammond, D   Northcott, P   Waugh, N 
Haney, B   Oji, A    Wood, R 
Harper, P  q Okunola or Jeyifous  q Woods, K 
Hernandez, Y  Ossewaarde, G q Young-Freeman, M 
Hopkins, M   Panelas, T  q 
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Page 10. Special announcement on a public meeting that concerns our park 

East Midway Plaisance UPAAR Project and  

introduction of Jackson Park Plan for Interpretive Materials a process pursuant to 

the MOA for the Obama Presidential Center.  

Maria Stone, Chicago Park District Manager of Community Affairs, asks we share the following to our PAC 

members. 

Please join the Chicago Park District for the second community meeting to discuss proposed improvements to 

the east end of the Midway Plaisance.  The meeting will be hosted at the South Shore Cultural Center, in the 

Robeson Theatre, on Tuesday, May 3
rd

 at 5:30PM.    

The meeting will include a presentation of preliminary design concept ideas based on feedback received to 

date.  A live Q + A will be hosted following the presentation.  A virtual presentation will be posted to the 

website following the meeting for those who are unable to attend.    

Information on the Jackson Park Plan for Interpretive Materials project, including how community 

members may participate in the planning process, will also be presented at the meeting.  

For more information on both projects, please visit our website. (Paste into browser) 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects.  

Questions and Comments (paste into browser) 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Midway-Plaisance-East-End-Improvements-Feedback-Form 
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