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p1, 3-7  IMPORTANT NEWS/ - pp 2-3 January MINUTES  

 

JPAC Meeting Mon. MARCH 8 7p.m.  
phone-in virtual- TBA via email 
Agenda: bus, reports; virtual mtgs AMENDMENT (sim to Feb min)

  

 The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a dues paying member or contributor? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com for information. 

 

News and Features UPDATED-  

Playgrounds, Lakefront reopened incl. parking. Still follow 

normal mask, distancing, sanitation (esp. in playgrounds) and beware of 

winter and weather dangers. Special notice from the CPD re: playgrounds. 

Families and caregivers are urged to practice safety guidance, including wearing a mask, social 

distancing and cleaning hands frequently. These high traffic areas are not sanitized but can be 

enjoyed safely by following the guidance on the signage installed at each location. Safety protocols 

must be observed at all times to continue our progress. Beaches- stay out of the water. 

 

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS RESUMING. – Spring programs 4/5- 

6/13 are viewable online from  3/1. Sign up online 3/9 (Mar 12 in person)  

THERE ARE MANY VIRTUAL camps, classes, and themed popups 

https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/events + subscription social media .  

SEE YOU MARCH 6 - VIRTUAL PAC CONFERENCE 
Connecting Communities. Reg,, details p. 3. >news continues on p3)  P1 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR 
REC. REG DUES $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app-, ###### 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes of the February 8 2021 JPAC Meeting 

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7:05 p.m. by phone conferencing. A quorum was present 

including 13 voting members and guest Willa Lang of Chicago Parks Foundation. Notice and agenda items 

were pre-sent. Louise reported that Jerry Levy, our Wooded Island Steward and “great uncle”, underwent a 

successful back operation and is walking and recovering in rehab. He sends his greetings.  

Minutes of the January meeting were moved by Mary Anton and seconded by Charles Newsome to be 

approved as circulated. Treasurer Anne Marie Miles will send a financial report for the next meeting. Previous 

balance was $4,182.21. 

Guest talk. Willa Iglitzen Lang, Executive Director of the Chicago Parks Foundation led an engaging discussion 

of the Foundation’s work and how it effects and works with parks and PACs. She said she is especially 

pleased with the partnership with Jackson since she worked at MSI before launching the Foundation. Since 

2013, CPF has been the 501 Partner of the Chicago Park District, purposed to solicit funds for projects in 

parks, particularly from funders reluctant to give directly to government bodies, and also to help PACs up their 

game. Activities range from citywide fundraisers such as the annual Play for the Parks golf tournament in 

Jackson Park, the Annual PACs Conference, promotion of Nights Out and similar cultural programs in parks 

citywide, down to helping PACs get what they need for parks. The latter includes providing supplies for park 

festivals and cleanup activities as at Jackson. A major function of CPF is serving as fiscal sponsor for over 75 

PACs including JPAC. So long as what you want is feasible and the park district approves it for your park, she 

said, CPF will work to see that your idea happens. Benches is one of several popular ask programs. 

Willa said this has been a particularly stressful year for fundraising and activities what with personal interaction 

so curbed. But CPF with CPD has reinvented for example the Conference and started interactions such as 

virtual seminars for PACs, Pitch In for the Parks (which makes up in part for the staff cutbacks at the CPD), 

and the Walking Clubs that JPAC has helped pioneer. Willa said she believes strongly that parks are healing 

spaces where people can safely live stronger and healthier lives, physical and emotional. Louise said our club 

has been mapping out short walking routes (and noting paths etc. for repair) while doing tasks. Anne Marie 

Miles suggested some of the routes with frequent stops could be used for walking clubs for those with various 

disabilities. Willa said she has a connection with a physician and group of interns who might be able to help us 

in that regard. Helping parks and PACs raise their skills and vision is important to the Foundation, as is making 

connections with movers- we should get to know the new president of MSI and leads at  other institutions. 

President’s report. Louise reminded us that February and March are Black History and Women’s History 

months. Jackson Park, she said,  is part of a “full circle” of men and women of various colors marrying and 

pooling talents and resources to make things happen—the DuSable’s with different aspects of trading spent 

time starting young Chicago. Frederick Douglass and his second wife, Helen brought together writing, 

publishing, speaking, diplomacy, organizing for civil rights and black and women’s suffrage- that included in 

Jackson Park at the Fair. Converging with the Douglasses at the Fair were Ida B. Wells and Ferdinand L. 

Barnett. And in our generation it includes Barack and Michelle Obama, culminating prospectively in the Obama 

Presidential Center. So JPAC has pretty high examples to live up to – to be a model and leader for parks and 

PACs and helping unite communities. That is who we must be and what we must do.   

Wooded Island and Natural Areas report. Andy Carter praised the knowledge, work and dedication of Jerome 

“Jerry” Levy, who has been far-sighted steward of vision there for over 10 years. It has been amazing to watch 

him with adult and youth groups and volunteers, naming and explaining trees, plants, and wildlife habitat and 

then teaching groups to manage habitat the right way and to mulch the trails. Jerry is especially fond of the 

interior trails- which in winter, like the golf course serves for cross country skiing. Andy, like so many others 

hikes the island (and around through Bobolink) and wants to make sure that when the snow starts to get deep 

the small trails are opened, maybe by snowblowers. There are many nice circuits people can make in the 

park—take a bag for pickup if you can. Louise said the walking groups have cleaned the island pretty well. P2 



Shoreline protection. Work continues intermittently during harsh weather around La Rabida, the harbors, and 

67th at South Shore Drive (where new barriers have stopped water washing over and under roads and to 

buildings, as attested by Charles Newsome who lives across the street). The walls and fences and a drain 

down to the water have been opened up. Legislation for Great Lakes Resiliency was signed though it may take 

time to get funding in motion. JPAC members documented by drone and camera the damage and continues to 

photodocument emerging breaks, again serving as an advocacy model. 

Louise mentioned need for caution in an out of the park. One problem is carjacking. She cited both convenings 

by officials including Rep. Rush and also grass roots efforts, some involving our soccer parents. 

Fieldhouse and recreation. Louise reported for Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam that the fieldhouse is open for 

physical training and small classes (limited to groups of 25) as well as for refuge. Classes include pickleball for 

adults and baseball practice and gymnastics for kids 3-15. 

Japanese Garden and Grant Opp. Louise encouraged members to sign up for the virtual PAC Conference—

“Connecting Communities” March 6. Members supported JPAC’s applying for the $500 Connecting Comm-

unities Grant the Foundation offers (one for each CPD Region). Our idea is to use it for the Japanese Garden 

project proposed last month by Trish Morse in consultation with CPD’s Japanese Garden manager. The project 

as currently envisioned includes 1) preparing updated maps (physical and or digital) with locator list of the 

plants, and information about the artifacts, history and character of the garden 2) development of and supplies 

for docent tours and healthful meditation activities, 3) Healthful-walking trail-making and clubs on the Island. 

Application and planning committee was named- Trish Morse, Anne Marie Miles, Gary, others welcome. 

 

Bylaws revision re: Meetings. Gary Ossewaarde introduced language mainly proposed by Chicago Park 

District officers for PACs to allow virtual meetings. There was general consensus that we should write our own 

language that would both cover more options and make it clear that in-person meeting is preferred—and those 

could or should include other means of participation. Also, that when in-person meeting is not possible, we 

should use advanced, inclusive and equitable platforms. President McCurry said it was her hope that we will 

begin meeting in person again as soon as possible-- next month if possible, making the issue less urgent. Al 

DeBonnett moved and Mary Anton seconded: JPAC establishes a committee to draw up language governing 

in-person and virtual meetings and to present it at the next meeting. An objection that the motion as spoken 

was not a proper sentence was not sustained. After brief discussion, the original motion was approved by 

unanimous voice vote. Al DeBonnett, Anne Marie Miles, and Mary Anton (all of whom have legal credentials, it 

was noted) were selected.  

 

Alexander Jones moved that JPAC will review and reconstitute its committees. Seconded by Kenneth 

Newman. After two minute discussion, division of the house by roll call was made: 4 aye, 8 nay. Motion failed. 

Esther Schechter suggested that each committee chair give regular reports on their committee. 

There being no other business, adjournment was moved, seconded and approved. The next meeting will be on 

March 8, format TBD. The agenda includes report from the committee on bylaws amendment re: meetings. 

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary   _________________________________ 

More about the PAC Conference-Connecting Communities March 6, 2021 
PACs around the city worked with CPD and CPF to plan the Conference and solicit what would be most useful 

tor PACs. More than 300 dedicated park volunteers will assemble online for a virtual version of our annual 

conference to learn best practices from experts, network with their fellow PAC members, and be inspired by the work 

Park Advisory Councils are doing in parks across Chicago.  (Format is Google.Meet.) (# is PAC Conference 2021.) 

In addition to the keynote address and closing session, this year’s conference will feature nine workshops presented 

by panelists including Chicago Park District and Chicago Parks Foundation staff, professionals in their field, and fellow 

PAC members. The program from 8:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. starts with an innovative exercise routine. REGISTRATION 

LINK: https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/2021_PAC_Conference_Registration  Learn about sessions +. Facebook  

https://fb.me/e/3IVMs7q5O or general webpage https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/pac-conference_2020-21.      P3 
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We’ll resume our seasonal calendar feature next month. For now… 
NEW ACTIVITY—GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX DOCENT TRAINING. First session Saturday March 6 1:30 

p.m. in the Garden on Wooded Island. Come learn what this, and the larger program there, are about- Louise 

re: interest, schedule. Read more in the minutes above (p. 2 Japanese Garden) and see links to Japanese 

Garden background on p. 5 top. We need the help of as many as possible to both activate these spaces and 

also to exemple best use and discourage vandalism and carelessness. 

JPAC WALKING CLUB CONTINUES TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS, 9:30 a.m. except in bad weather from 

the Field House 6401 S. Stony Island. Let’s get healthy while walking through our parks and doing light tasks. 

Walks are informal, lead by JP Physical Instructor Andria Frink. WEATHER CHECK 773-256-0903. Give us 

your ideas for routes and special park learning or abilities walks. This is JUST A START!  

Coming in Spring is the CPF-aided variant, PITCH-IN FOR THE PARKS.  

(A shout out to CPD for a Natl Pks & Rec. Assn. grant for Commit to Health, now including food nutrition hubs.)  

We anticipate over coming months RESTART OF NATURAL AREA STEWARDSHIP monthly programs under 

trained CPD experts(Bobolink Meadow, Wooded Island, Columbia Basin, and 63rd. Contact links p. 1. 

 

Go to https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org for info and registration for the following: 

PAC Partners Pitch-In for the Parks 2nd year May 22-Oct). Kickoff MAY 22. Details coming. 

It’s Your Park Day special cleanup and work activities, May 22. Registration info. and schedule coming. 

Green Teams- corporate and volunteerism organizations can sign up for activity days in parks under CPF. 

Earth Day-FOTP planning to hold it 4/24-has online survey in https://www.fotp.org.  

Play for the Parks Golf Tournament to raise funds for parks. (Watch for info).  

Run for the Parks Marathon October 10 with CPF or CPD-skip the lottery! 

Nights Out in the Park—the signup of performing and other groups is going full bore, and some will be here. 

CPF virtual Winter Wellness Series- March 11 5:30, “Work From Home Mobility” with George M. 

Nicolopulos, chiropractor and sports medicine specialist. Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/winter-

movement-work-from-home-mobility-tickets-141984199563 

Opportunities for kids, youth, adults. The Park District intends to start community process 

regarding rehabilitating some facilities under the South Lakefront Plan, including the ball fields. Charettes with 

coaches were held among the meetings for the Plan, and we look forward to more. Meanwhile, teams are 

recruiting kids under the leadership of coaches. Please post, and if you know a child who might be interested in 

these teams, tell them, and remind them of the many Park District programs as well.  

Jackson Park Wolfpack Sports Programs (Thanks to the Obama.org weekly posts for the following.) 
“Our friends at the Jackson Park Wolfpack are excited to host free football and baseball programming for all the young athletes 

out there. Right now, there are 15 spots open for 9 to 10-year-olds who are interested in baseball, and 25 spots open for 6-year-

olds who are interested in football. For information on baseball, call Coach Radcliffe (773-567-4727), and for information on 

football, call Coach Morgan (773-367-2219)”.  

 

The Obama Foundation posts many learning, training, funding, and paid-position opportunities for youth, 

adults, and businesses in the weekly posts by Mike Strautmanis. Here is one:  

The Lakeside Alliance on March 17, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. The Construction Industry Service Corporation 

(CISCO) will be presenting valuable information for individuals interested in beginning a career in 

Construction.  Application process and expectations, resources for potential applicants, available applications, 

and your questions. For registration email mrobinson@lakesidealliance.com.  

Jackson Park Golf Association https://jpgachicago.com,  https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/  

has scheduled numerous events and youth opps for spring and summer. Feb. 24 they held their annual celebration of 

black heroes in golf. Pres. Tracy Raoul was interviewed by TV and other media about the condition of Tiger Woods (who 

is recovering well from an auto accident) and JPGA hopes and ideas for golf course rehab.   P4 
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The North American Japanese Garden Association (https://najga.org) and the Japan Society invited 

Bob Karr to give a virtual illustrated lecture Feb. 25, on the history of the Japan-Chicago-US connections and 

resultant iterations of the Japanese Garden (Garden of the Phoenix) in Jackson Park. The presentation and 

extended enthusiastic discussion that followed brought back many reminiscences of past and present work 

and dreams. To sign up for the remainder of this 10-part series mostly on Thursdays visit 

https://najga.org/participate. Most of this fascinating history is in https://friendsofthejapanesegarden.org. For 

deeper background, https://morikami.org and https://morikami.org/stroll  will take you through the history, 

beauty, and therapeutic programs of gardens in Japan. A JPAC committee is working with CPD and other 

organizations to plan tours, handout material and programs in our Garden.  

Obama Presidential Center and related. By Gary Ossewaarde. Federal reviews  are done, 
with a finding of no significant impact that would disqualify federal funds, and the whole plan including the road 

changes that have such funding are needed to make the OPC (which the city has the right to site) work and 

bring its benefits, Further mitigations and decision processes are mandated over the next several years. (Other 

projects related to the Framework Plan are also being rolled out.)  

SHORT TERM, THE CITY HAS DECLARED THAT IT WILL START PRELIMINARY WORK THIS SPRING 

AND THE OPC PLANS TO “BREAK GROUND” AS EARLY AS AUGUST, and some other projects advance.   

A summary of work the city currently says will happen is the press release, in the form of a 4-page 
Statement from Mayor Lori Lightfoot that stresses investments to be made in park and community-- 
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/mayor/Press%20Room/Press%20Releases/2021/Fe

bruary/FederalReviewObamaPresidentialCenter.pdf. (There are numerous media reports that have 

variable shelf life and access- if you want a list of these, contact garyossewaarde@yahoo.com.)  
 
The federal review documents and commentaries are extensive. Reviews were managed by the 
National Park Service and Federal Highway Administration, with other agencies involved. The 
investigations and inventories in and on the ground, and the testing and vetting of alternatives were 
extensive. Most documents are in  http://tinyurl.com/JPImprovements. Environmental Assessment link 

is https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=534&projectID=83280&documentID=106746.  
Section 106 Historic Review Memorandum of Agreement (final signed, 12-17-2020) (Gary has copy- was at 
https://chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson_final_moa_signed.pdf -moved to ?) 

(RULES FOR OPC ARE IN 2 CITY ORDINANCES intro 9/20/2018 1)Master Agreement, Use Agreement and 
Environmental Agreement, and 2) land exch. city and CPD.- search in city statutes & pr releases)- no 
longer at the original url.  4f parkland use evaluation was at 
https://chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson_4f.pdf. 
A DOCUMENT PULLING TOGETHER WHAT JPAC NEWSLETTERS HAVE SAID over the past year 
about the reviews and projects is available from garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
 
STEPS AND WORK LAID OUT IN MAYOR LIGHTFOOT’S RELEASE of February 3, 2021 ARE 

Completing the moved multi-sport, lighted track and field, March to mid summer paid for by the Obama 

Foundation. The facility is essential to park and community and is one reason the OPC was moved northward.  

Moving utilities that are in the site – April-fall. 

Starting roadway removals, creating new greenspace (sections of Cornell, east Midway, part of Marquette).  

–early summer? [Separately Cornell is to be removed after the following] 

Adding/improving roadways to handle traffic (Lake Shore Drive, Hayes, Stony Island, 59/Stony intersection, 

new ped-bike underpasses along Hayes and, new park paths, 7 new or replacement signal lights with 

advanced technology incl. for buses, and energy efficient road lighting where road work is done.               

The consolidated Woodlawn Report and Woodlawn Housing Preservation Ordinance now go into effect.   

In 2021 implementation of some of the Section 106 mitigation measures start, including Midway Plaisance 

design process. Also-- and THIS IS A NEW announcement- the Park District will begin the design and 

community outreach process on several other projects in the South Lakefront Framework Plan 

including renovating the Iowa Building, relocating the Jackson Bark dog-friendly area and renovating 

the ball diamonds west of Cornell Drive. The city’s Small Business Improvement Fund now also began 

offering $150,000 grants.            P5 

https://najga.org/
https://najga.org/participate
https://friendsofthejapanesegarden.org/
https://morikami.org/
https://morikami.org/stroll
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/mayor/Press%20Room/Press%20Releases/2021/February/FederalReviewObamaPresidentialCenter.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/mayor/Press%20Room/Press%20Releases/2021/February/FederalReviewObamaPresidentialCenter.pdf
mailto:garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
http://tinyurl.com/JPImprovements
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfm?parkID=534&projectID=83280&documentID=106746
https://chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson_final_moa_signed.pdf
https://chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson_4f.pdf
mailto:garyossewaarde@yahoo.com


 

FEDERALLY MANDATED MITIGATION stipulations in the MOA and the ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

(Timetables, although rather flexible, are given for most of these. Some have processes for public input or for 

consulting parties to file objections. Also, the OPC ordinance (2018) and general existing legislation cover 

matters such as discovery of historic materials or environmental hazards.)   MOA Stipulations: 

Research and Documentation (with format, standards, conditions and who is responsible) 

A.  Updated NRHP Documentation—new documented Application/Nomination for National Register of 

Historic Places Designations under Secretary of Interior standards and qualifications 

B.  Field Documentation of existing conditions wherever there are changes, under CPD and CDOT 

C. Cultural Landscape Report- Part 1 (site history, existing conditions, and analysis/evaluation) and 
Part 2 (long-term preservation strategy) of a Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) for Jackson Park 
 

Interpretation  

D.  Interpretive Materials. The Plan to install interpretive materials or carry out programs to 

commemorate and present the cultural and natural historical contributions of Jackson Park and its use 

by South Side residents. Methods may be varied but will be done with the Consulting Parties.  

Rehabilitation 
E.  English Stone Comfort Station- Prepare a Historic Structures Report with comment process and 
rehabilitate 
 
F.  Statue of the Republic- Prepare a conservation assessment and rehabilitation plan for the Statue of 
the Republic and implement the rehabilitation in phases. 
 
Design Review 
G.  Design Review for the East End of the Midway Plaisance 
 
Planting Review 
H. Review of Planting Plans for Required Tree Replacement. CDOT and the Chicago Park District will 
ensure that planting plans detailing the species and placement of native plantings required in the 
GLFER mitigation areas are consistent with the original GLFER approval. USACE will be provided the 
final plans for review consistent with Section 408. [This is the replacement natural habitat acres to be 
planted consistent with the GLFER natural areas project incl. c2.5 acres near Inner Harbor.] 
  

In addition, the Environmental Assessment includes restrictions including no work during migratory bird season 

and no work in habitat east of Lake Shore Drive and re: certain disturbances or intermingling bodies of water.  

__________ 

A LIMITED REVIEW OF WHATS BEEN OR TO BE DONE. 1- HISTORIC STRUCTURES restoration:  

Iowa Bldg., English Comfort, Republic. Also Women’s Garden recreation, historic shores / walls (in progress, 

funding for long term work not yet?), Lakefront Trail (done once).  

2- NON HISTORIC: playgrounds, some trails, by LaRabida, (in progress the Track, harbors.  

3- SEPARATE- Darrow Bridge (funded, approved and in design- likely to be done with the roads and paths). 

4- NOT or not officially IN THE MIX YET that JPAC, others say need attention- historic Women’s Comfort 

Station & Burnham Comfort Station, Coast Guard Station. Also Japanese Garden, Fieldhouse, paths.    

Review of the nearby Metra 59
th

-60
th

 Sts.- U of C stations rehabilitation starting 
In a separate Section 106 Historic review… JPAC has provisionally accepted an invitation from the Federal 

Transit Administration to serve with other Consulting Parties in reviewing the proposed $33M (fed. $1M, UC 

$2+) rehab of the 59th-60th Metra stations. The review focuses on possible impacts, negative effects on 

historic elements of JP, Midway, Hist. Boulevard Dist., and area, and mitigations if needed. For docs or input 

ideas contact Louise. The work includes recreating 4 headhouses, warming houses, 59th depot, ADA platform 

access & amenities, bridge improvements, and recon/reopening the 60th St. depot within present footprint. P6 

 



Harbor breakwater update The Hyde Park Herald evening digest of February 23 and issue of February 

25 p.7 carried a carefully researched article written by JPAC member and professional photographer Marc 

Monaghan. In providing new depth on one of the few lakeshore projects that is new and permanent, the paper 

conducted timeline research, interviews, and FOIA requests to put this significant and park-saving undertaking 

in context. Read the whole article at  https://www.hpherald.com/news/local/jackson-park-outer-harbor-to-get-2-

3-million-breakwater/article_1a98998e-7559-11eb-a0e0-27aa013a7293.html/. 

The situation: This $2,3M intervention (paid for by CPD) was made necessary by 1) the pounding action of 

high-water level lake Michigan waves and storms that were destroying facilities and protective walls of the inlet 

harbors, damaging the historic 1893 wall and promenade at the end of the LaRabida Promontory, and 

undermining roadways and bike trails, and because 2) silting at and in the inlet and the east end of the Outer 

Harbor was destroying the usability of the harbors. Existing structures such as the 63rd St. beach south pier 

and now-gone wooden breakwaters were incomplete answers, while dredging created other problems in the 

past. The new work intentionally redirects wave and current dynamics. 

Design was submitted in 2019 by the harbor contractor Westrec Marinas and engineering firm AECOM. In 

response to concerns over safe navigation and preservation, the plan was modified to build one stone-filled 

steel barrier 204 feet long and 24 feet wide, leaving over half the inlet navigable and keeping the peninsula 

historic end wall and its 9-foot wide lower promenade, with a small gap of a foot between it and the breakwater. 

Alternatives had been shown to JPAC in January 2020 and CPD has kept JPAC updated. The final plan was 

approved by the Army Corps in August 2020 after a review and government-body comment process. Expected 

completion is in May 2021. 

In a statement, in response to questions, quoted in the Herald article, CPD Director of Planning and 

Construction Director Heather Gleason said the breakwater and related work fit with the principles of the South 

Lakefront Plan, which is a guide, not a prescription. That Plan also envisions, long-range a habitat beach and 

stone breakwater for LaRabida and more harbor slips and docks. However the inlet breakwater and wall rehab 

to the Coast Guard Station and dock repairs are “in direct response to historic storm damage and wave action”. 

Monuments review is in progress. It needs to be broad and open. 
Here is what the Park District says about this process, under the Chicago Department of Cultural 
Affairs and Special Events (DCASE). “Monuments and memorials have become a focal point for conversation, 

protest, and activism in the city of Chicago. In response, the city has created a committee to review the city’s collection of 
monuments and recommend solutions. The Chicago Monuments Project intends to grapple with the often 
unacknowledged – or forgotten – history associated with the City’s various municipal art collections and provides a vehicle 
to address the hard truths of Chicago’s racial history, confront the ways in which that history has and has not been 
memorialized, and develop a framework for marking public space that elevates new ways to memorialize Chicago’s 
history more equitably and accurately.” Objectives: 

” Cataloging monuments and public art on City or Park District property;  

Appointing an advisory committee to determine which pieces warrant attention or action;  

Making recommendations for new monuments or public art that could be commissioned; and  

Creating a platform for the public to engage in a civic dialogue about Chicago’s history.”  

The appointed committee has made a list, including of 41 monuments on Park District land about which it 
seeks public feedback and comment. Visit https://chicagomonuments.org/participate.  
Your editor must caution that flags have been raised by watchdog agencies and citizens about aspects of 
process operation, public participation, and transparency, including information (little) to date about why each  
monument is on the list, or not. However, persons attending sessions found them open and listening. 
Almost all monuments in Jackson Park are theme-based, including the Statue of the Republic, which is our one 
monument named among the 41. Last fall during our Table Discussions, there was wide support for inventory 
and consideration of all our monuments and how we might update them or their presentation--and call public 
attention to spaces already commemorating less-heard voices and finding new spaces and ways to tell the 
many stories of our park and its users. A process for this very thing is mandated in the Mitigations for the OPC 
and JP. Also, JPAC’s aim is a park that promotes understanding and working together.  GO  
 

We thank the Chicago Parks Foundation for these kind words: We salute the Jackson Park Advisory Council 

for their hard work and commitment to supporting a legacy park and presidential library for the City of Chicago… P7 
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