
  

 

   J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER MAY  2021 Vol. 28 #5  

NATURE-HISTORY-RECREATION   JACKSON PARK- CARED FOR BY JPAC & NEIGHBORS 

 

       

 

 

 

Contents—pl, 4-8 NEWS & FEATURES- Hanami (cherry bl), 

JGarden, Nature and programs coming, news bits, OPC related, 

who’s hiring, WORK CAL., Pics. Pp 2-3 APRIL MINUTES.  

JPAC Meeting Mon. MAY 10 7p.m.  
Expected to be virtual. 
Agenda so far: Reg. Bus., Reports, New & old business, Adjourn. 

 

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com. Address Is on left. 

 

News and Features Follow normal mask, distancing, 

sanitation (esp. in playgrounds). Beaches open Mem Day weekend-

beware water dangers. Special notice from the CPD re: playgrounds. Families 

and caregivers are urged to practice safety guidance, including wearing a mask, social distancing and 

cleaning hands frequently. These high traffic areas are not sanitized but can be enjoyed safely by 

following the guidance on the signage installed at each location. Safety protocols at all times to 

continue our progress. Limited group rentals.  

IN-PERSON PROGRAMS (progress dependant) Pools, break camps, 

watch for summer programs. 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/summer-programs.  

All new exercise/weight equipment! -Thanks Ald Hairston. 

VIRTUAL camps, classes, and themed pop-ups + YouTube/subscr 

https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/events + social media.  

And… the www.ChicagoParkStore –green + cherry blossoms T-shirts! 

WORK CALENDAR PAGE 7 - Note esp. Apr. 22, 24, May 22, and the 

walk and Pitch In and natural areas workday schedules.  

     

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, 
May 10, June 14, Jy 14, Au 9 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR 
Standard sug. membership $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes of the April 12, 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council 
 
President Louise McCurry convened the call-in meeting at 7:05 p.m. with a quorum- 31 total, of whom 14 were 
qualified voting members. Others were former or new members or visitors, staff, and presenters. CPD was 
represented by Supervisor Bobbie Beckam and Area Manager Farah Tunks.  
 
The minutes of the March meeting were presented by Gary Ossewaarde, who called attention to a correction 
since first send in Garden paragraph on page 2. There being no objection, the minutes were accepted as sent.  
 
Treasurer’s report. Anne Marie Miles reported a balance of $5,312.22 of which $315 is in the Dwight Powell 
Plaque Fund. $100 in voluntary dues were received. LaRabida Hospital is replacing a not-received check for 
$500. Another member’s check that did not arrive is being replaced. Anne Marie asked that checks, if possible 
with membership form, be sent directly to her at JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, 60649. JPAC 
needs our members to contribute, she said. In response to a question, when fieldhouse visitation is allowed, 
officers and staff will decide place in the fieldhouse, and size for the Dwight Powell plaque, which will then be 
priced. Zelia Stevens reported that Dwight’s family held a private service and spreading of ashes in the park.  
 
Committee reports and guests.  
Bobolink Meadow. A workday crew reworked the paths last Saturday.  
 
HASTE “Steam” program for teens. Marvin McClure described this free program begun by the Museum of 
Science and Industry, then split off when the pandemic severely impacted the Museum. It brings together 
teens (virtually for the time being) to prepare for college and careers in science, technology, engineering, arts, 
and mathematics. It provides a “Hopsi” competition for scholarships and has a college admission rate of 99 
percent. It mentors through college. The summer programs are based in park fieldhouses. They’ve 
concentrated on South Shore but have students from all over in a 50% ratio of girls and boys. There is a strong 
possibility they will come here when things go back to normal. Esther Schechter stressed the importance of 
including music the arts and mentioned that the Recorder Society has some recorders it could give to the 
students. HASTE’s website is https://www.hasteteens.org. Marvin’s number is 773 676-9473.   
 
Wooded Island, Garden, and Cherry Grove. Louise reported that an encampment in the Island for “selling” was 
broken up by police. The cherry blossom festival around the Garden of the Phoenix north to the Columbia 
Basin is expected to continue through midweek and more if the blooms hold up. Many hundreds + came and 
made podcasts and videos. Trish Morse is putting some up on social media. The Chicago Tribune will publish 
tonight/tomorrow a feature on the trees and about Trish and her wait of several years for a full bloom from the 
young grove. Ou education committee trains- we really want to get to 20. People (and we did counts) really 
appreciate the tours—most had formerly known little if anything about the garden or park. Trish said she would 
like to give a more extended tour of the Garden once a month on weekends, and include a meditation 
segment. A major dividend, Louise said, was that when the tours started the vandalism stopped. However, the 
area and whole park have been unusually trashed up this year, especially weekend nights. Volunteer educator 
Andy Carter (who also does some singing at the garden) testified how much fun it is informing and interacting 
with the visitors, giving them a bit of starter on the meaning and importance of these spaces, and reason to 
take care of it. He really appreciates the trash pick-up pinch-sticks and bags (“Planet Packs”) that volunteer 
Jay Franke introduced. Imagine not having to bend over, Andy said. They are not cheap, but several said they 
want to buy one. There is one in the fieldhouse, and it was suggested we buy or get some more.  
 
Fieldhouse and recreation. Park Supervisor Bobbie Beckam said all but one of the spring classes are full- 
tumbling, pickleball, basketball skill, walking club, track, and conditioning. Disc golf will be a new program in 
the summer day camp; he will teach. Kenneth Newman asked about fishing. Louise said she had just talked 
with the program director at the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, and announcement will be made of a 
summer class on the south pavilion of MSI as soon as we are in the right covid reopening phase. The yacht 
clubs are planning on having sailing classes again. Sign ups are not up yet, and there will be limits on 
numbers. Classes fill fast. Louise also announced that this year the Park District is hiring youth for seasonal 
work- see their website. Kenneth asked we encourage CPD to pay soccer and other coaches.  
 
Park cleanup and workdays. Signup was asked of all-- https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org “Jackson”.     
Earth Day will be celebrated in Jackson April 22, Thursday, 9:30 am with teams joining us from University of 
Chicago Community Service Center. Teams in pods of 5 will meet at the fieldhouse and go to the beaches, 
lagoons, and neglected paths in the center and south of the park. Esther Schechter noted some of these-  P2 
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south side of the Inner Harbor, Animal Bridge area, Marquette, Richards. Others mentioned the parking lots. 
Meanwhile our WE WALK-Walking with a Purpose club will do some of the patrol since we can’t wait any 
longer (until Pitch In in June) with the mess. Tuesday and Thursday mornings 9:30 from the fieldhouse.  
It’s Your Park Day is May 22. We may be able to do some planting and will participate in kick off for Pitch In. 
9:30 from the fieldhouse or as directed. Register and (as for all, fill in the volunteer waiver and find “Jackson.”) 
Pitch In for the Parks will start a bit later for us, Tuesday June 8, 15, 22, 29 and so forth at 9:30 with Walking 
Club and Saturday June 12, 19, 26 and so forth at 10 or as announced. From the fieldhouse. (FOR ALL COME 
EARLY.) Commander Jamel and Officer Lee of UCPD offered to put these programs on their Facebook page.  
Numerous corporate groups (Green Teams under the Parks Foundation) are signed up for workdays. 
 
Park Safety and Condition. Louise noted that while vandalism has subsided, there is  more picnic and other 
trash this year, including in the lagoons and parking lots. Matters are not bad in the afternoon, but terrible by 
the next morning, especially around weekends. The parking and trafficking in lots cannot be controlled despite 
police cars that at most can chase cars from lot to lot. If gates are closed, they are smashed through. And hard 
enforcement may be unwise, it was said, so long as there is not shooting. 
 
Partners/sports. Louise announced there is a new manager at the Golf Course and that teens are being hired 
to clean golf balls at the Driving Range. Pat Harper, Jackson Park Golf Association described growing activities 
from the youth caddie hires to scholarships, including for a chance to train to enter the tours at the junior level 
and learn the business side. JPGA held its annual women’s golf history event March 31. They will hold a 
charity golf event June12 in Jackson Park and a youth in golf event with Unity Golf Association and Erika 
Shavers group in July. For details: https://jpgachicago.com, https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/. 
 

New business. Disc Golf. Tommy Inglis and Bobbie Beckam explained this simple-put-up-take-down game 
tossing frisbees into baskets. It helps build eye-hand coordination. It’s in thousands of parks, for all ages and 
with tournaments including for scholarships. Chicago is behind and not providing kids the chance to compete in 
this sport- and keep kids and people. The game will be taught to day camp this summer, southeast of Cornell 
and Hayes, then become a seasonal class. Bobbie can give a tour or demonstration. Gary noted it is low-
impact, low management for the park and just occasionally takes up a space lightly used now. In response to a 
question, Louise said there is no reason people could not use the space for picnics et al, including any who 
have been holding picnics and games on the OPC site. She is appointing an exploratory committee.  
 
Events. Louise said JPAC and the Park District are going cautious and light on events this year.  Our own free 
White City tours may depend on availability of personnel. We are planning Make Music Chicago pop up with 
the International Music Foundation late day June 21 (a Monday), possibly with school or youth ensembles.  
 
Capital matters in and near the park. Evaluations for rebuild of the 59th-60th Metra station and of the Chicago 
Monument Project, and more are under way. We will evaluate /give comments when the reports are ready. 
Ken Newman thanked those who gave condolence for his mother, Grace. Her obit was in the Herald March 18. 
   
Meeting adjourned 8:15 p.m. Next meeting May 10, 7 p.m., probably virtual.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary 
 
Meeting attendance- total: 31 
 

Anton, M Inglis, T McClure, _ 

Arthur, A Jaffe, K McCurry, L 

Beckam, B Janel, M Miles, AM 

Bibbs, S Jones, A Monaghan, M 

Carter, A Jones, C Morse, P 

Franke, J Kaufman, R Newman, K 

Franklin, S Lee, F Newsome, C 

Gilber, S Lipinski, M Ossewaarde, G 

Guy, J Lodato, R _ Schechter, E 

Harper, P McClure, M Stevens, Z 

  Tunks, F 

Follow up: New disc golf exploratory committee: Tommy Inglis, chair; Louise McCurry, co-chair; Bobby Beckam 
(CPD), Pierre Nealon (CPD), Patricia Harper, Craig Bowen, and Cassandra Curry (sports coaches).         P3        
 

https://jpgachicago.com/
https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/


 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   

Perfect cherry bloom draws big 

crowds, puts JP on media map 

Folks came from all over and from multiple 
ethnicities to view and to reflect in our grove of 
170 Japanese Cherry trees--Chicago region’s 
largest such grove—south of the Museum of 
Science and Industry Columbia Basin. (The basin 
has been redesigned multiple times since it was a 
pond in the northwest part of the park by the 
1880s.) The cherries are a new planting since 
2013. The first 120 trees commemorated 120 
years since the 1893 World’s Fair and 50 more 
the 50th anniversary of the Japanese American 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Chicago, 
which along with Project 120 and park volunteers 
carried out the planting. The hoped-for first 
blooms of the past 2-3 years were disappointing. 
But 2021’s dense, uniform bloom after a couple of warm days in early April made up for that. The bloom was 
several weeks early, as in Japan. The crowds who came over the next couple weeks and paid festive visit to 
the flower bloom (hanami), in this case to cherry blossoms (sakura), showed their respect for beauty and the 
renewal but transience of life. Features were in Tribune April 13, Hyde Park Herald, and WGN (up on web 
video), WBEZ…. Former JPAC president and master photographer Nancy Hayes would have so enjoyed and 
showcased it all! Herald writer/photographer has documented the bloom well.  
Thousands of our visitors also made the short trip south across the Nancy C. Hays Memorial Bridge to 
Wooded Island’s Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary and Garden of the Phoenix. Yoko Ono’s Sky Landing 
(2016-) greeted them. It consists of 12 stainless steel lotus petals as a nest or bowl surrounded by a north and 
a south crescent turf ridge. The lotus is a traditional flower of regeneration, purity, and enlightenment no matter 
how dirty the environment. For Ono it especially stands for peace: The lotus and ridges invite the sky to come 
down and cool the earth and bring in peace. Here, the Phoenix Pavilion Temple, gift of her native Japan, had 
stood for over 50 years from the Fair to the mid 1940s. (A foundation section was excavated during the rebuild 
of the road for the ecological restoration of the Island and for Sky Landing. The large block sits on the south 
edge of the site. To the left of Sky Landing is the Torii Gate, welcoming people into the current Japanese 
garden proper. The pavilion site and garden bear witness to various gardens and tea house concessions that 
had stood there over the decades, including the popular tea house concession brought from the 1933 Century 
of Progress fair and that was burned along with the temple in the 1940s. At the garden, groups stood in line for 
the handouts and orientation tours given by our eager educator volunteers. Visitors also helped pick up winter 
and spring trash or afterward strolled Wooded Island’s nature trails or the circle routes around the lagoons.  
(c. 11,000 altogether by count and est. April 7-18) 
We’re working to expand the programs and experiences at the Garden and on the Island and park trails and to 
double up the programs for learning, healthful/calming walks and light stewardship or cleanup in the park. 
So join us as educators and greeters- call Louise at 773-844-2225. TRAINING IS SAT, SUNDAY AT 11:30. 
We give a special thanks to those, volunteer and paid who prune, plant, and keep up grove and garden.  P4 
 

 

Disc golf equipment. Bobbie Beckham, Tommy 

Inglis, & Midwest Manager. By Louise McCurry 

 

Bobolink Meadow Gail and Norm held workdays 3/12,  

4/17. A controlled burn was held in April. The path was worked 

on April 10. Shown-lost edge timbers. protruding pegs, downed 

willow. Here, below by Louise.  See more P8.                                                  

 



 
Here is a letter from President McCurry celebrating the Cherry Festival. (Virt. same sent to Hyde Park Herald):  
 

Happy Hanami Everyone! 

For almost 1000 years Japanese and south East Asians have celebrated the beauty of Japanese Cherry 

Blossoms called Sakura in a spring festival of renewal, hope, and peace called Hanami. It began as a Japanese 

celebration of the end of winter snows and the appearance of the spring cherry blossoms. For farmers, Hanami 

marked the time to plant their spring rice crops. Hope and optimism for the future marked this spring 

celebration with the viewing of the cherry trees and sharing tea and treats under the trees.   

Hanami is especially suited to Jackson Park. Located beside beautiful Lake Michigan it was the site chosen to 

host the 1893 World’s Fair and reintroduce Chicago to the world following the Chicago Fire. Japan built the 

Phoenix Pavilion on the Wooded Island as a symbol of hope and peace and maintained its support for the 

Japanese Gardens and the Sister Cities program since the Fair. After 120 years, Jackson Park has been 

revitalized again through the GLIFER project, Project 120, and the Chicago Park District with beautiful new 

paths, revitalized lagoon wetlands, and new nature areas and a revitalized Garden of the Phoenix and Sky 

Landing Sculpture.  In 2013, a team led by Project 120, the Japanese American Chamber of Commerce, the 

Chicago Park District, and JPAC volunteers planted 170 ornamental cherry trees around the Columbia Lagoon 

adjacent to the Museum of Science and Industry. 120 trees were planted to celebrate the 120 years of friendship 

since the Japanese built the Phoenix Pavilion on the Wooded Island for the 1893 World’s Fair. 50 cherry trees 

were also planted by the Japanese American Chamber of Commerce celebrating their 50th Anniversary and 

their contributions to the Japanese Garden of the Phoenix. In 2021, these 170 cherry trees matured enough to 

fully burst into beautiful clouds of pink and white blossoms. Washington DC has had a famous Cherry Tree 

Festival annually and is a vacation destination time and place for tourists and locals. . 

Thousands of visitors, thanks  to social media, from all over the United States have come in masks and 

maintaining social distancing to celebrate the Jackson Park Hanami under our blossoming cherry trees. We 

send a major “Thank you” to the JPAC volunteers who have greeted and introduced these visitors to the 

Gardens of the Phoenix, Sky Landing, and the “Sakura” or cherry blossoms. 

Post COVID pandemic, these beautiful blossoms create the feelings of hope and peace that we need today. 

 Thousands of socially distanced and masked Japanese and Asian visitors feel safe to visit here and can 

 celebrate traditional Hanami with their families.  

Timing is everything!  Cherry blossoms are ephemeral and last only between 7-10 days and visitors must 

quickly see them before they disappear. The Jackson Park Fieldhouse has received hundreds of calls daily from 

round the US about the blooming dates and location of our cherry trees. 

After this long and deadly COVID pandemic season, there is no better time than the present to experience the 

sense of beauty, optimism, and hope that the Blossoming cherry trees in Jackson Park offer to our diverse 

cultures. Take a mini park vacation and come and walk through the cherry blossoms before they are gone. Then 

walk a few more steps and visit the adjacent Japanese “Garden of the Phoenix” and the Yoko Ono “Sky 

Landing” sculpture. Bring some tea and treats and have a masked and socially distanced picnic under the 

cherry trees. Come to Jackson Park and celebrate a Japanese and multicultural spring tradition of more than 

1000 years.    

Louise McCurry, JPAC President  

 

Getting there: From Stony Island or west: cross SI and Cornell at 57
th
 or 60

th
, follow trails that curve to east at c5800 S.  

The grove is south of the Columbia basin. South of there find the bridge to the Island for the Garden. | Or park in the lot n. 

and e. of Hayes (6300) and Cornell and cross the bridge to the Island and go north 2 blocks to the garden, then grove. P5 



 

While the grove is spectacularly seasonal, and the 

Garden is an all-season experience and showcase, 

(see more P8) what’s next for spring and summer? 

Migratory birds, native plant and bloom 

succession, monarchs, dragonflies, and more… 
     (right- JPAC garden educators) 
Waves of migrating birds going south in fall and north in spring along the Mississippi Flyway find Jackson Park 
and similar oases in which to rest, shelter, and renourish during their arduous odyssey. We need to respect 
their needs as we seek them out for observation by ourselves or on various bird-walking tours. The migration 
of birds remind us also of the age-long migration of peoples, the suffering of refugees, and the role peoples 
from many lands have played in this and other countries, sometimes not so welcomed. JPAC in past years has 
held a migratory bird family festival in May honor the migrating birds and the hard-fought International Treaty of 
1918 that we hope will once more protect them. In the past few years, the park’s Natural Areas have been 
restored and made even more bird-friendly, and more natural area and sustainable landscaping is coming. We 
have upkeep workdays at present in four areas in the park- shore of the Columbia Basin, Wooded Island (Paul 
H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary), Bobolink Meadow, and 63rd St. Beach Natural Area. Look for the migratory bird 
festival in the fall or next year. 
(This is a touchy matter, but most pets do not mix well with the birds (or pollinators) and should be taken to 
enjoy non-specially planted parts of the park, including our dog-friendly exercise Jackson Bark. In our buildings 
and homes, we can encourage measures to help the migratory birds, millions upon millions of which are lost to 
collisions each season. Measures include window shadows of predators, light blackout, and best design of 
structures and glass. The general decline of birds is an alarm bell for humans and nature alike.)  

 
We encourage pollinators, including monarch butterflies, which are both key pollinators and 

a signal of the health of the environment. We have stands of pollinator plants, including various milkweeds for 
monarchs, especially in Bobolink. The plants serve insects and others wildlife in more ways than as food. The 
University of Chicago Service League is coordinating an effort for homeowners to plant milkweed etc., and 
Field Museum leads a region-wide initiative. One Earth has a big range of online environmental film 
screenings-https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/earth-day?mc_cid=762b6646b4&mc_eid=3f687433f9.  
 

Park programming range continues to expand. Jackson Park has a range of activities for all 

ages, including more recently expanded fitness and weight training and tumbling, healthful walking, rickleball, 
table tennis, crocheting, and preschool crafts. Next additions will be Disc Golf, brought to us and the park 
district by Tommy Inglis and described in the minutes (p3). Recently, park staff and JPAC met with executives 
and volunteers from the national and area association to map out this park low-impact sport. Our own Disc Golf 
Committee (see bottom of p3) has met. For more information on the sport, visit www.midwestdiscgolf.com. 
It also seems likely that a “STEAM” education program and club for teens toward college and careers, HASTE, 
will be based also in our fieldhouse in the coming year. Thanks to Marvin McClure for bringing that to the park 
supervisor and JPAC. Learn about this program in the minutes (p2) and at https://www.hasteteens.org. 
Apart from or with the park district, the yacht clubs will hold sailing and seamanship lessons this summer, our 
golf associations have the youth caddies again, and sporting groups such as kayaking and Lakeside Lawn 
Bowling will be active. Wolfpack baseball and football teams are recruiting. And the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources is expected to resume its fishing classes and perhaps will restock the Basin. Please alert us 
to the newest trends! WATCH FOR MAKE MUSIC CHICAGO JUNE 21 late afternoon/supper time.  
 

Other news and opportunities; OPC related. If you head over to the Wooded Island, note that 

crews will give a much needed paint job to the north and south bridge railings. Also, port-o-potties were 
expected to show up by the cherries and garden by April 17 for as long as the crowds continue.  
In a press event April 14 announcing park work to be started in connection with the Obama Center, the city and 
park district included rehabilitation of the Iowa Building and baseball fields and a new dog park, in addition to 
completion of the new field and track (80% done). Utility work in the area was set to start April 19 and roadwork 
start soon (as in 4/17 site event and video). Investment in the park altogether (excepting OPC itself and 
investments in Woodlawn) was expected to be about $200M in shared costs. OPC groundbreaking c late Sept. 
will be attended by the Obamas. April 17 the Foundation issued a starting-gate video, Road to Groundbreaking 
(obama.org). In an interview with the Sun-Times at the start of April, the Foundation provided the following |P6 

 

https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/earth-day?mc_cid=762b6646b4&mc_eid=3f687433f9
http://www.midwestdiscgolf.com/
https://www.hasteteens.org/


information: Valerie Jarrett is now the OF president. March 31 the OF had raised over $847M, had certified to 
the city that it had in hand $485M to cover $482M in hard construction costs and is launching the endowment. 
The Foundation is committed to its robust goals for contracting and hiring (both local and diverse) and will pay 
all bills within 30 days, important especially to smaller, line of credit dependent subcontractors, and to release 
quarterly reports on meeting its goals. The foundation is developing choices for the museum building, displays.  
Meanwhile, as of April 18 the US Supreme Court had not yet announced whether it would take an appeal of 
the POP lawsuit dismissed by lower courts. The group (with added south side parties) filed a new suit for 
declaratory and injunctive relief challenging proposers and reviews including all federal and other agencies 
who carried out the reviews. So far, the projects proceed. 
 

Hiring- One Summer Chicago (OSC 2021) will run from July 5 to August 13 and will include remote and 

socially distanced, in-person job and life-skills training for youth ages 14 to 24. The application deadline is 
Friday, June 11. More than 21,000 slots are available. https://www.onesummerchicago.org/   
Park District hiring. Flyer: https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-
8a8c9345201a.pdf. Registration and information www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/jobs.  
Activities Instructor (dance) #2100044, Seasonal Attendant (summer) #2100031, Lifeguard #2100015, 
Recreation Leader (day camp) #2100091, 
CTA https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/21CTAOSC  
OPC https://hire360chicago.com/opc/ 
Chase 67th-Stony (possibly). Check out remodeled, expanded-program bank regional center.  
 

Work Calendar Chicago Parks Foundation /volunteer site to register for May 22 and Pitch In. 

OUR EARTH DAY APRIL 22 9:30 AM FROM THE FIELDHOUSE, 6404 S. Stony Island. We will break off in 
pods of 5 following precautions and cleaning various parts of the park including at lagoons and along paths. 
Nancy Joseph, steward for the Columbia Basin, will also lead a clean up project at the basin and the cherry 
grove. We cannot supply all needs- bring masks, some water, supplies, sunscreen whether cool or warm.  
JUST COME OR CONTACT LOUISE DIRECTLY 773 844-2225 commissioner751@icloud.com.  
 
APRIL 24, EARTH DAY, 11 AM-2 PM 63RD ST. BEACH CLEANUP. Join Rep. Curtis Tarver as teams clean up 
the lakefront to promote conservation and keep our neighborhood green on April 24, from 11 AM to 2 
PM. Email Office@RepCurtisJTarverII.com to RSVP or call Rep. Tarver's district office at 773-363-8870 with 
any questions. Curtis has been forefront in lakeshore repair and preservation- let’s be there for him and teams.  
(Friends of the Parks has various activities Apr. 24. |Promontory Point has its first monthly cleanup Sat. Apr. 25 10:30 am.)  

  
WE WALK- WITH A PURPOSE WALKING CLUB. TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 9:30. Led by Jackson Park 
Recreation Leader Andria Frink from the fieldhouse, Do healthy walking and trash pickup on various routes.  
 
MAY 22, IT’S YOUR PARK DAY. SATURDAY, 9:30 AM. This is kickoff for Pitch In for the Parks (June-Oct). 
Register at https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/iypd. Meet at the fieldhouse for various pods and tasks. There 
may be a planting option. Instructions see April 22.  
 
PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. (district-wide June 1- end of October). You can register with the Parks 
Foundation. JACKSON PARK’S will be part of the Walk with a Purpose on Tuesdays 9:30 and also sep. on 
Saturdays at 10 or as announced, June 12, 19, 26 so forth into October. From the fieldhouse.773-256-0903 
_________________ 
NATURAL AREA SCHEDULE. (Already: Bobolink (2/3 days), 63rd Ap. 17-30 collected 180 lbs trash.) 
BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2nd Sats. 9-12. Us. South end by Golf Dr. Range. Plants, invasives, trails, trash. Norm 
Bell and Gail Parry. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmail.com. May8, Ju 12, Jy 10, Aug 14, S 11 O9 
 
COLUMBIA BASIN SHORE. Schedule not set, at least yet, but active. April 22 9:30. Nancy Joseph, 
njoseph2008@aol.com. (Nancy also coordinates the TreeKeeper pruners working in Jackson Park.)  
 
W00DED ISLAND (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary). 4th Sats. 10-1. Usually south end. Plants, protectives 
for trees, invasives, trails, signage. Trash. Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. Note- we are not sure when 
WI will start up. ??May 22, Ju 26, Jy 24, Aug 24, Sept 25, Oct 23 . 
 
63RD BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD Sats 10-12. Beach side of the beach house. Planting, weeding, trash.  
Edward Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. May 15, Ju 19, Jy 17, Aug 21, Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov. 20.|    P7 
 

https://www.onesummerchicago.org/
https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-8a8c9345201a.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/38d7da9f001/b52b0f7e-2e94-4411-ba7a-8a8c9345201a.pdf
http://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/jobs
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/21CTAOSC
https://hire360chicago.com/opc/
mailto:commissioner751@icloud.com
mailto:Office@RepCurtisJTarverII.com
https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/iypd
http://www.bobolinkvolunteers.org/
mailto:normwbell@gmail.com
mailto:njoseph2008@aol.com
mailto:sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com
mailto:ewarden@sheddaquarium.org


 
More pictures from the last hanami weekend.  by Louise McCurry April 17-18 2021   
 

A cherry grove in the last of its glory 
 

 
Enjoying Sky Landing 

 

Enrobed for the Garden of the Phoenix 

 

      Queuing up for their Garden visit or mini-tour 

 

 Louise and Bobolink Vols. mulch & level the trail 
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