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Contents— p1 who we are; Park District programs,  

p 2-3 Park work & park play (the Calendar) 
NEXT EVENTS –MAY 5 11 am KOI FISH/WATERFALL GOLDEN FEST 

 MAY 8 1-4p JAPANESE GARDEN CHILDREN’S DAY FESTIVAL see p. 3 top 

p 4 Happenings/accomplishments(Garden prog to Earth D) 

p 5-6 Const other updates, sched/ alerts (OPC, shoreline) 

JPAC May meeting is skipped and replaced by 

May 10 SPRING PARK INSPECTIONS DAY (see p. 2). May is busy, and 

vol. work and program assignments have been filled incl. 5/8 Childrs Fest 

NEXT JPAC MEETING MONDAY JUNE 14 7 PM, INFO TBA. 

 

The purpose of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com, 773-726-4259, check and 

form to 6746 S. Bennett, 60649.  

 

IN THE PARK- Anything in person, follow health protocols in place 

at the time for location or activity (rules are relaxing).  

IN-PERSON classes/PROGRAMS (progress dependant) Pools, 

beaches (water 5/29?), break camps, watch for summer programs reg. 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/summer-programs. JP Adults: 

pickleball, table tennis, crocheting, weights/fitness, walking club, discgolf? 

VIRTUAL camps, classes, and themed pop-ups + YouTube/subscr 

https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/events + social media.  

And… the www.ChicagoParkStore –equipment includes tee-shirts- see 

specialty JACKSON PARK, e.g  green w park name and cherry blossoms 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I, 
June 14, Jy 14, Au 9, Sep. 13 

 
BOARD  

Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR 
Standard sug. membership $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our lively FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:milesesq@aol.com
https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/summer-programs
https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/events
http://www.chicagoparkstore/
mailto:commissioner751@icloud.com
mailto:spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com
mailto:milesesq@aol.com
mailto:garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
mailto:sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com
mailto:normwbell@gmail.com
http://www.bobolinkvolunteers.org/
mailto:njoseph2008@aol.com
mailto:ewarden@sheddaquarium.org
mailto:Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.com
mailto:Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.com
http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org/
https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/
mailto:garyossewaarde@yahoo.com


Calendar of Events May-Summer 2021. As of May 1.  (first page- second page follows) 

Confirm with Louise McCurry 773-844-2225, commissioner751@icloud.com. Print and save.  

You are expected to follow COVID park protocols in effect at the time. Bring water! 

 

WORKDAYS 

UNIQUE 

May 10, Mon - Park Inspection Day. Please RSVP to Louise. Time slots will be assigned in line with 

respondents preferences. There continues to be many challenges in Jackson Park needing improvements.   

Please RSVP if you will be willing to join our May 2021 Jackson Park walkthroughs to make an “Eyes On” list 

of needed park repairs and improvements. Let me know your availability for Monday May 10th.  We will divide 

into three sections. (1st) Lakefront - 56th to 67th and LaRabida peninsula, (2nd) 64th to 67th from Stony Island 

to LSD. (3rd)  56th to 64th from Stony Island to LSD. Our children thank you for your participation. 

-Louise McCurry, 773-844-2225 or commissioner751@icloud.com.  

May 22, Sat 11AM-early p.m. – its Your Park Day. This is kickoff for Pitch In for the Parks (June-Oct) in 

partnership with Chicago Parks Foundation. Register at https://chicagoparksfoundation.org/iypd. (If the 

latter is closed, visit /volunteer)—register under Jackson and sign off on the volunteer waiver. And also call 

Louise. Meet at the fieldhouse for assignment to pods working on various routes or locations and tasks. Come 

a little early as we are expecting students from colleges and high schools to join us.  

Note: Corporate or NGO groups can form a GREEN TEAM to come to Jackson (or another park) for a 

supervised work project. Register and confer with Chicago Parks Foundation. A contribution fee may be 

required. | NOTE: We try to add a bit of history and or nature orientation in all our work activities.  

RECURRING 

WE WALK WITH A PURPOSE Walking Club - Tues, Thu 9:30 includes a light pickup and toss 

component as we do healthy walking under JP Recreation Leader Andria Frink. Meet at the fieldhouse, We 

provide gloves, paper bags, some bottled water. Don’t forget sunscreen, your filled water cont. 773-256-0903. 

Pitch in for the Parks – Tues 9:30 June 8, 15, 22, 29 etc. through October and Sat at 10 (or as in 

next NL) June 12, 19, 25 etc. through October. From the fieldhouse- be early as routes, locations, 

and tasks will vary. Register with partner Chicago Parks Foundation at 

http://chicagoparksfoundation/volunteer. Find Jackson, give your dates, sign off on the volunteer form. 

Questions? Call Louise.  

You and or friends can pick an area/ walking routes for trash pickup. You may want to get a stab-and-or grasp 

stick and stiff bag to avoid bend-over. Separate pickings into the recycle and trash cans. You can weigh and 

report weight or bags filled to Louise. Report items for repair WOs to Louise (+ Bobbie at  773 256-0903), 

NATURAL AREA SCHEDULE.  

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2nd Sats. 9-12. Usually south end by Golf Dr. Range lot (off Hayes). Plants, 

invasives, trails, trash. Norm Bell and Gail Parry. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmail.com. 

May 8, Ju 12, Jy 10, Aug 14, Sep 11, Oct 9 , ?Nov 13. 

COLUMBIA BASIN SHORE. Schedule not set, at least yet. Nancy Joseph, njoseph2008@aol.com.  

WOODED ISLAND (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary). 4th Sats. 10-1. Usually meets south end. Plants, 

protectives for trees, invasives, trail mulching, signage, trash. Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. Note- 

we are not sure when WI will start up. ??May 22, Ju 26, Jy 24, Aug 24, Sept 25, Oct 23.   

63RD BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD Sats 10-12. Beach side of beach house. Planting, weeding, trash. 

Edward Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. May 15, Ju 19, Jy 17, Aug 21, Sept 18, Oct 16, Nov. 20.  

 

TreeKeeper(T Openlands) PRUNERS Jackson Park work team. Contact Nancy Joseph, 

njoseph2008@aol.com.               P2 
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Fun +! Garden of the Phoenix JAPANESE GARDEN programs. Educator-led introductions, 

handouts Sat and Sun 12:30-3 p.m. (Closes at 7.) Learn from our trained educators the background, 

culture, purposes, and features, including Sky Landing, from the 1893 World’s Fair to today. (Waterfall is on 
now!) We hope to soon schedule 1 to 2 hour-long tours on certain weekends, some of which may include 
meditation, crafts, or informational walks on Wooded Island. FIRST 2 FESTIVALS IN JP GARDEN MAY 5, 8-- 
MAY 5 Wed 11 am GOLDEN/ koinobori. Welcome the waterfall & waterfall-climbing (“brave”) koi (goldfish 
carp) who thereby become golden dragons) with streamers, decs. (koinobori).Children’s (Boy’s) Day in Japan.)  
MAY 8, ,SAT, 1-4 p.m.  GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX JAPANESE CHILDREN’S DAY CEL. Trad’l. crafts, 
activities, more! Make peace prayer/wish and tie to a tree. | FIND JGARD, RELATED RESOURCES  ON P 6. 

 

GET READY FOR THE PARK TO BURST with nature in spring and early summer. 
Find the Wooded Island and WI Tree ID handout, in kiosks at the north and south Wooded Island 
bridges. Also find signage boards and specimen identifiers on the Island, lagoon overlooks, lagoon 
circle nature trail, Bobolink Meadow. Look for plant succession from water to shore-emergent to the 
old oak savannas- and look at the changes with height from ground and exposed roots and the 
deadwood that birds et al use, up through top canopy of the taller trees. Our trees are inventoried in 
the regional database. Please stay on the trails but observe; make your own City Nature ConnectionT. 
 
GET READY FOR OUR 2021 SUMMER NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST led by nature photo-

graphy pro and JPAC VP Spencer Bibbs. Let your camera or phone be your extender into nature. Inf. soon. 
 
BIRDS- Prepare for your visits in advance by learning our migratory, seasonal, Lake and 
inland shore, and resident birds. Contact Chicago Audubon about weekly weekend early morning tours, 

and print/online guides. Learn steps to protect birds in migration and efforts to restore “incidental take” restrict-
tions. Jackson Park is one of the great regional places for birding. The counts in JP are important benchmarks.  
 
WILDFLOWERS - Visit Fred Donner’s wonderful and growing site, Jackson Park Wildflowers-- 
https://www.jacksonparkwildflowers.org. It has lots of information about the park, its history, print/ online 
resources, and the wildflowers organized alpha with outstanding pictures taken last year and this (ongoing). 
Once you’re a bit familiar, go find them on Wooded Island (Paul H. Douglas Nature Sanctuary) –don’t miss the 
internal mulch trails), Bobolink Meadow, and hidden nooks. Note how the plants from the GLFER ecological 
restoration continue to fill in and flourish. Fred is also a great trash picker in the park.   
 
Coming on as we move through spring into summer- This year’s cicada brood is expected to be bigger than 
usual, but the main emergence will be in 2024. Let’s watch for how many emerge in our park, as JP has been 
nearly all worked over during the past century and a half. There will be monarchs and other so-important and 
endangered pollinators including dragonflies and the mosquitoes they devour by the gazillions.  
HISTORY + NATURE TOURS including World’s Fair. (Information coming or call Louise.)  
 

June 21- MAKE MUSIC CHICAGO- probably c5-7 p.m., in or by the fieldhouse. International Music 

Foundation orgs this Nights Out in the Park citywidew. CPD, CPFound., partners, performers/ensembles. We’ll 
feature ensemble of diverse near-park kids  https://musicboxfoundation.org/. ++. Ideas? Vol.? Andy 
Carter, acarter@roosevelt.edu. 
 

Chicago Parks Foundation fundraisers for parks, see their website.  
PLAY FOR THE PARKS Golf Invitational. Jackson Park Golf Course. Note- check with Louise and the 

Foundation if you can volunteer including to bring/hand out refreshments at holes.  

July 15, Thursday. AM youth competition, lunch, 1 p.m. takeoff to start holes post-game repast and 

rally/prizes. Registration ends May 15. For form and information contact Anne Black, 773-655-9995, 
ablack@chicagoparksfoundation.org. Raises money for activities and facilities in the parks.   

and…RUN FOR THE PARKS IN THE CHICAGO MARATHON OCT 10. Parks Foundation.  
Jackson Park Golf Association and allies have tournaments and events spring-summer. 

Also youth jobs, scholarships. Visit https://jpgachicago.com,  https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoJPGA/. 

Lakeshore Lawn Bowling- check with https://www.lakesidelawnbowling.com or 

https://www.facebook.com > lakesidelawnbowling.  

Museum of Science and Industry. (Reserved entry). The science of Marvel.  

And our 3 yacht and motor boat clubs and kayaking club.       P3 
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Become a member of  ONE EARTH FILM FESTIVAL TO SELECT AMONG ENVIRONMENTAL FILMS TO 

WATCH streamed various weeks year round. Brought to you by Green Connections. 

https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/members?mc_cid=38d5510df8&mc_eid=6049b52779 (Memb page). 

Happenings and Accomplishments- stretching boundaries 
The rich and prolonged cherry bloom drew thousands in their diversity into the park and to the Japanese 

Garden through most of April to celebrate hanami, visiting the blossoms. JPAC and park district staff were 

already training guides and welcome-makers, both to activate this key destination of the park and to 

discourage an uptick in vandalism. The Garden program will 

be a central focus this summer and tie into other activities 

using the park to help people rebuild their health and 

connection with the meanings of the park and /or park-

keeping, thus engaging communities via the park.        

Pictures by Louise McCurry April 24-25 

Louise reported that despite the cold winds, the visitors came 

by the many hundreds, their eyes lighting up at the 

unexpected beauty. They had mostly heard of the space on social media. Thank you, she says, to Karen Szyjka, 

Phoenix  Manager, JPAC Education Team Members: Andy Carter, Tommy Inglis, Spencer Bibbs, Kay Poyner Brown, Jay Franke, 

and Rolf  Pelkey, who also  speaks fluent  Japanese. (Other educators: Trish Morse, Louise, Charemi and Nancy Jones, Argo Saha, 

and  Caroll Vaughn. 

  

Earth Day and other projects 

At Bobolink April 10 & 17 and 63rd natural area April 17 crews 
mulched trails, cleaned, and tended the grasses and plants. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and weekends volunteers walked and 
picked up.  80 some bags of trash were collected April 22, with 
Fred Donner leading in bags. April 25 we joined Rep. Tarver 
and Alliance for the Great Lakes 63rd beach clean. Louise: 
(April 27) we cleared all the fallen trees of the running path around 

the middle lagoon and removed another 30 bags [of] trash and 

removed the lean to shelters the fishermen put around the middle 

lagoon. The beavers have been transported back to the forest 

preserves. Now you can run, walk, or bike around the lagoon or connect back with the lakefront trail at 63rd. The two big 

broken pipes (Wooded Island and 58
th
-Stony) were repaired (by CPD) as of 9 am.  The 67th underpass is leaking and 

(being fixed). Thank you all who came out for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday Earth Day Cleanups.  Our planning, Hard 

Work, and persistence have made a big Positive difference in the park.                                                    P4 
                

 

 

 

News and updates 
Construction update (4-27-21) (Current work involves utilities, 

track and field, road prep.) 
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Construction schedule May into Summer  

 Track and field 62
nd

-63
rd

 CPD facility paid for by OF c $3.5M.  In progress. Should be completed and opened at 

end of spring. Multisport, shared with school teams. Night lighting, Water control/retention. 

 Moving of utilities (electric, water lines etc. and a new lift pump. In prog April into fall. Incl. work on Stony I, Cornell 

 Eastbound Midway e. of Stony I; various spots on Stony Island. In progress including lane closures on Stony and 

a short stretch of northbound Cornell. The Midway work should be done or ending start of first week in May.  

There will be some work and lane closures on Hayes Dr. this spring.  

 More Stony Island lane closures week of May 10 for c week and a half. Note- always at least a lane open each 

direction, construction flaggers. Locations rolling. Mostly off hours. 

Fences are going up, by worksites including by Women’s Garden at this point mainly to protect  habitat and landscape. 

Heavier work to begin in June or later on various road and other projects will be announced later. Follow the links in the 

April 27 Update. Expect the Drive and Stony widening and Hayes work to be among the first, closure of parts of Cornell 

the last. OPC prep, groundbreaking, and constructions start should be at start of fall. We have no information on schedule 

for Darrow Bridge work, expected to be in conjunction with roadwork, but expect it to take considerable time.  

Planning continues on rehabilitation of ball fields (there has been input from the coaches and teams). They are expected 

to have lighting, seating, and at least some artificial turf infields.  

 

April 27 CONSTRUCTION UPDATE from Heather Gleason, Dir., Planning and Development, CPD 

Construction Status 

Construction work on eastbound Midway Plaisance Drive and Stony Island Avenue began this week.  This is a moving 

operation with construction flaggers and rolling lane closures. 

Upcoming Lane Closures 

Lane closures will be set up, removed daily and adjusted as needed throughout the day. These lane closures will 

ALWAYS make available one lane in each direction for public use. 

Midway Plaisance Drive (Eastbound) -  Lane closures projected to begin today, and last for approximately one week. 

Stony Island Avenue– Lane closures projected to begin on May 10, for approximately one and a half weeks. 

CHECK THESE SITES FREQUENTLY as more active work should pick up starting in June: 

Park District Web site: https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/news/jackson-park-improvement-update 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/ChicagoParks/status/1387229993261019138  

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ChicagoParkDistrict/posts/10159129149403711 

_________________ 

We learned a lot about upcoming projects and planning and how they may affect our communities through 

direct communications to JPAC, press webinars and releases, and through attending virtual meetings including 

5th Ward Monthly Meetings (773-324-5555 to get on the list) and the Woodlawn Summit April 24 that had 

presentations and Q and A with city and park district officers, Obama Foundation, and the contractor 

consortium. 

OBAMA CENTER RELATED. In April the Obama Foundation announced a $400M campaign to fund OPC 

buildout, operating and program endowment, and a $75M “Hometown Fund” for economic development, jobs 

pipeline, and youth programming targeting especially the south and west sides.  The Foundation says it had 

raised $847M as of March and certified to the city it has the funds to cover S482M in hard construction costs. 

How much of the additional funds raised remains and to what it is or will be committed may become more clear 

when the Foundation starts issuing its promised more detailed, frequent reports. For now, as reported in the 

Herald, among uses are pre-construction costs (and likely needed cushion) and the Foundation’s local and 

global leadership and other programming. And there are staff and fundraising costs and whatever is 

considered sufficient endowment including reserve funds. When completed in 2025, the foundation will turn 

over ownership of the OPC to the city in exchange for a small fee. The Foundation will be responsible for 

upkeep and programming of the Center and its grounds and receive no subsidies (cf. other museums in parks).  

Meanwhile, Mayor Lori Lightfoot announced that the city plans to spend $200M in infrastructure in the park- P5 
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most preparatory or serving the OPC but also including restoration and rehab such as the Iowa Building      

and upgraded ball fields that presumably are outside the $174M authorized by the state for the roadway and      

underpass changes and habitat and landscape. The mayor did not identify funds for the difference. In releases 

and the ward meeting, details were given on community hiring etc. and vision for public experience of the OPC. 

 

The US Supreme Court denied appeal of the 2019 lawsuit. The second lawsuit mainly alleging not following 

federal procedures and not forcing selection of another site, has not yet had initial hearing.   

SHORELINE. At the April 27 5th Ward Monthly Meeting convened by Alderwoman Leslie Hairston, Dir. Heather 

Gleason and Sarah Wright, Chicago Park District Dept. of Planning gave an extended visual presentation of 

work and planning for the LaRabida to 67th South Shore Cultural Center shores and for the walls on parts of 

the Outer Harbor. The fixes vary from rebuilding masonry walls to installing trap bags, curved concrete walls to 

repel waves and debris and prevent undermining, a new bump-out into the lake at 67th, rip-rap boulders out 

from the shore, and plantings. New revetment is envisioned by LaRabida Hospital. The inlet breakwaters are 

nearly complete. Our sections are the responsibility of CPD and the Army Corps, with some funding from the 

Metropolitan Water Reclamation District. Work done so far is classified as “temporary”. Long-term funding is 

dependent on future federal budgets and Army Corps work scope, under Great Lakes legislation passed last 

year. We have not been informed about what work is planned to protect the south part of 57th beach and the 

Drive from there to and at the 59th Marina inlet. The lake has dropped two feet or so since last year, but is 

expected to fluctuate at the high end of historic variation as climate change and other factors drive trends in 

precipitation, evaporation, and water table plus underground river flow into the upper lakes.  

Here are some resources recommended by Jay Franke on Jackson Park, Wooded Island, and 

the Japanese Garden.  
Richest source of current Garden planting information is Trish Morse's blog: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ 
History of the Garden- the big video: http://www.gardenofthephoenix.org/  
Current anecdotal pictures and text, JPAC Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil 
Jackson Park Wildflowers [by Fred Donner]: http://www.jacksonparkwildflowers.org/ 
 

Some others Gary Ossewaarde recommends:  

The North American Japanese Garden Association- https://naiga.org, https://najga.org/participate. Based at 

Anderson Garden. Lots of resources including on cherry blossoms. 

For deeper background on Japanese gardens, https://morikami.org and https://morikami.org/stroll will take you 

through the history, beauty, and therapeutic programs of gardens in Japan. 

JPAC website (to be updated and expanded, but much of the basic and of special interest is there): 

https://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org.  

Chicago Park District- (info, maps, contacts) https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/parks-facilities/jackson-park.  

JPAC’s two double-sided handouts are at the two bridges to the Island and the garden (we are working on 

making the later independently available and both available digitally and online). 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket app-tour. Currently available (with difficulty) from Vamonde site.   P6 

# # 
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