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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL entering 39th YEAR!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2021 V. 28#12 REV

Jackson Park: Nature, History, Recreation. South Park E. Div. 150 years. JPAC 23 - Nov. 1983

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony |, )
Nov 8 Dec 13 Jan 10 Feb 14

BOARD 2021

Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP

Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

Ask about voluntary gifts, which
have no relationship to mtgs etc.
Anne Marie Miles-
milesesg@aol.com

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bhibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com 773-726-4259
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde @yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
silevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org
Lit Librar erinjadams@gmail.com

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org

is under update and renovation (Do not use for “membership.”).

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Recommended: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ https://jacksonparkwildflowers

.org. Con/traffic updates but not nec. complete https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
South Region Mgr. Maya Solis
312 747 747-7661,

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton
demitrice.seaton@cpkd website
Security 312 747-2193

Lkft attn Tom 312-448-3793

CONTENTS. Pl about us. Pp 2-4 October MINUTES.

P5 In mem Tim Black, Recognit. Craig Bowen. P6 A busy week.
P 7 New Track, Comm Gard. P8 OPC. P9 MTG& ELECTION
P9 CALENDAR.| Attached: Walking map Garden ofthe Phoenix

JPAC annual & gen. MTG., ELECTION
MON NOV 8 7PM rieLbHOUSE, 6401 S. Stony I- exact

prob. inside. (Membership certification, forms and sign in are at desk)
AGENDA: Call to order. Minutes. Treasurer’s report. Election of Officers.
Committee Reports: Bylaws, Golf, Disc golf, Garden of the Phoenix, Wooded
Island, Bobolink Meadow, LaRabida, Playgrounds.

Workdays and Tours report. Fieldhouse Report

New business, Old business, Announcements, Adjournment

All are welcome at our meetings. TO JOIN, JUST COME, GO TO SEC]s
SIGN IN TABLE. There is a voting attendance requirement (2 prior
meetings in the past 12 month period) and fill in applications if have not
before. Questions? garyossewaarde@yahoo.com.

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson
Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District on park
improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to encourage long-
range planning; promote community use of park & program & participation in
planning, and seek alternative funding.
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Minutes - October 12, 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting

President Louise McCurry convened the in-person meeting outside the Jackson Park Fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony
Island Ave. at 7 p.m. Attendance was 49, including 13 voting members (of 32), 7 voting members is a quorum.
The attendance record is attached to these minutes. Copies of the full agenda were distributed.

Minutes of the September meeting were sent out in the Newsletter, and some minutes copies were available at
the meeting, Minutes were approved with correction to the attendance record — missed persons added.

Treasurer’s Report. Anne Marie Miles sent her regrets as she was teaching tonight. Her report, read by Louise,
was that the September 30 balance was $4,912.21. There were no transactions.

Reports. Guests.

Micah Freedman. University of Chicaqgo Jackson Park Monarch Butterfly Study. The study samples the
migrations through the park May-September, including those (a few) to which tracking stickers have been
applied. Most monarchs only live a few weeks and make only one trip over Chicagoland to Mexico- a new
generation comes back in spring. A few do live long enough to at least start the trip back in May. It takes about a
season to combine enough reports to know how the monarchs have fared in the past year. This year’'s seems
pretty good, but over time there have been both temporary plunges and long-term decline. The greatest peril is
the rural application of pest and weed controls and loss of the essential milkweed plants and their habitat. If you
plant milkweed (and we often due in the park), monarchs prefer small stands or at least with the stalks
separated a couple inches. Contact Micah for resources and advice at micahfreedman@uchicago.edu.

Rochelle Lodder, dragonfly naturalist. (A few years ago, Rochelle gave a dragonfly and damselfly (Order
Odonata) tour of Jackson Park for JPAC. We asked her to come tonight to give an update.) In summer, she said
you find flying in Jackson Park large numbers of the c15 species of dragonflies normally found in lllinois,
especially near the wetlands such as the lagoons. We don’t have highly specialized habitats that draw the rare
species. High numbers are a barometer of good water quality. Volunteers’ main activity here is to record and
submit data sheets for longitudinal study. Major restorations of the lagoons every so often, including 5 years ago
in the GLFER project, do not seem to have hurt numbers, and there was increase after the GLFER Project’s
significant planting of emergent native species (plants that grow at the edge and in the water with stems sticking
into the air). But generally in North America dragonflies, like other insects and the birds, are decreasing-
suspects include herbicides, loss of habitat, and global warming. During the winter, eggs form a larval stage on
the wetland plants’ stalks. They emerge in the spring, then put out wings and fly off to feed (prodigiously) and to
mate. Asked about herbicides and other chemicals, Rochelle said that it is mainly in the farm areas that there is
a problem. Yes, would help if parks and cities avoided non-chemical controls, as attendees said some park
districts have done. You can help with data sheets—dragonflies won’t bite you, they eat insects. Dragonfly and
Damselfly resources include lllinois Odonate Survey, https://illinoisodes.org.

Other Reports. Darrow Bridge. Louise McCurry reported on a conversation today with Luis Benitez, Bridge
Engineer with Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT). He gave this timeline: CDOT is actively working
on Phase | (NEPA process/Historic). Phase Il Design starts 3" quarter of 2022. They will advertise for
construction 2™ quarter of 2023. Construction is to start 3 quarter 2023 with 12 month construction, so
completion would be in late 2024. Attendee question- are plans still that the bridge will accommodate
emergency vehicles and bike and pedestrian use only, but not auto traffic?. That's our understanding.

Safety issues and actions. Louise reported major vandalism- knockdown and splintering of the secondary
wooden gate in the Japanese Garden fence, appearing to be from motorcycle ramming. The gate was rebuilt at
estimated cost of $2,000.

Fire was set by a bench by the community garden at c65"/Cornell, and knives and hunting arrow were found
nearby. Police were giving the area special attention.

Six fallen trees blocking the service road and/or the bike path near Cornell 63"-Marquette were removed. P2
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A park walk with Trish Morse as guide is arranged for our new Area Manager Demitrice Seaton, new
Community Engagement Director Art Richardson, and PACs Director Maria Stone, and maybe others.

An order was submitted for new gravel on the broken up service road east of Cornell 6400, 6500 blocks to
discourage driving on grass) and to re-chip the adjacent bike/walking path including to the community garden.
Repairs at the historic Women’s Comfort Station at Science Drive near the Bowling Green continues, but is
awaiting arrival of historic building parts.

Historic lowa Building at 56™-Everett- water supply was fixed but shipment of fountain parts is awaited. Electrical
repairs were made. As noted by audience members, the roof still has issues including protruding trees. We
understand that a contract has been let for the roof.

Committee reports and nature and work areas.

Wooded Island. Jerry Levy said come see colors turn. The contractor maintains the plants. Workday projects
will resume in the spring. Tell us if the kiosks (at the bridges) are empty- sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com.
Bobolink Meadow. Louise noted that paths were chipped in two workdays last month.

63" St. Beach and Natural Area. Edward Warden and Alliance for the Great Lakes held a cleanup October 9.
La Rabida shores. This is one of the areas where groups of up to 30 students from University of Chicago
schools removed much trash. The area is active with people including hospital patient families, so stuff gets left.
We are awaiting chips for paths. Anti-flood protection is in place or awaits work including at the 67" DLSD end.
Community Garden. We plan to work with the group in charge (Urban Growers Collective) for 22 plots n yr.
Pitch In for the Parks. Work groups continue to assemble at the fieldhouse Tuesdays at 9:30 and Saturdays at
11 a.m. We are joined by corporate and school service groups (such as UC Booth School of Business).

Tours. Kineret Jaffe, Louise, and Tracy Raoul led Equiticity tours of the park Oct. 17.

Garden of the Phoenix docents continue their work Saturday and Sunday afternoons—counting sometimes
1200 esp. for Open House Chicago. Volunteers this month include Trish Morse, Spencer Bibbs, Andy Carter,
Jay Franke, Kay Brown, Rolf Pelkey, and Louise McCurry. Trish was called by a visitor a “joyous blessing.” This
is really an opportunity for a diverse set of park users to interact and for JPAC to honor diversity, Louise said.
The koi are entering hibernation but there are still plenty of shore and water birds to watch.

Louise showed a large, framed black and white picture of the garden, pavilion and concession as it was in 1936
with the flowers and plants set by Mr. Soto. An honoring is being considered.

Business/actionables. Wooded Island gates. Discussion. Varied points of view were given including on the
Park District reverting to closure at dusk after new garden damage. (The gates for now are not being closed or
locked.) Louise said the garden and the Island are too important as treasures and legacy to just let them go. No
actions were taken.

OPC and government activities affecting traffic- keeping the public informed and keeping the
Foundation and Agencies accountable. Jerry Levy asked a committee be formed to monitor and to ask both
the Foundation and the city to inform the public timely and in detail in websites and media, and to give info to us
SO we can put it in our website. CDOT'’s https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/traffic-updates site was called
inadequate and so for the public were weekly meetings between the OF and the agencies. To be asked to join
were Jerry Levy, Louise McCurry, Gary Ossewaarde, Mary Anton, and Erin Adams,

Bylaws clarification that no dues or payments are expected to participate in JPAC or to vote.
Parliamentarian Jerry Levy was asked to look into this after it was brought up by attendees at and since the last
meeting. He said that the language is as to who is a member (Art 3 sections 1 and 2) but obscured by another
provision allowing a “dues” schedule (Art 3 section 5). This could be fixed by amendment and or clarifying
statements in all our materials that no dues or contributions are required to vote or participate. After discussion
about what the bylaws specify and whether this is sufficient, Robin Kaufman offered a motion to have a
committee determine and report back with a recommendation including for wording in the website. The motion
was withdrawn but with consensus Louise appointed a committee to report with recommendation: Appointed
were Jerry Levy chair, Louise, Gary, Anne Marie Miles, Mary Anton, and Al Debonnett.

Motion to appropriate up to $60 for camp kids Halloween party. Approved by consensus.

Supervisor Beckam'’s report: sports, classes, and games for all ages are going well, including for seniors ping
pong (T & Th at 11) and pickleball. He said help for the party was most welcome. No other requests.  P3
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Nomination and Election of Officers. Bylaws specify election at the November (“Annual”’) meeting, also that
one is eligible to vote after attending 2 prior meetings during the past 12 months and signing applications. There
was some confusion expressed about the attendance provision (and dues/no dues) as various bylaws versions
seemed to be in circulation (the current provision was included by amendment in 2016) so ad hoc committees
were set up as above). Jerry Levy, parliamentarian was given the floor to open nominations. Submitted
president- Louse McCurry, vice president- Spencer Bibbs, Secretary- Gary Ossewaarde, Treasurer Anne Marie
Miles. Additional nominations will be taken from the floor at the November 8 mtg. Vote will be by ballot by
the qualified members, at the November 8 meeting.

Upcoming park programs, announcements.

October 30, Saturday, 6:30 p.m. Owl Prowl Flashlight Dusk Nature Tour with naturalist Russell Heimrichs.
Meet at the north (Nancy C. Hays) bridge to Wooded Island. Itinerary tha. Free.

October 31, Sunday, 4:30 p.m. Howl-oween Dog Walk and Dog Costume Contest with treats. Meet at the
lowa Building, east of 56" and Everett. Walk goes under DuSLSD, by 57" beach to the Promontory Point 55"
underpass, then retraces to the iowa Building. Free.

Moved to adjourn, 8:30 pm. Next meeting at the fleldhouse November 8 7 p.m. All for whom we have working
emails will be sent 14 and 3 day reminder notice and minutes in the November Newsletter.
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary

Attendance record- 49. *= qualified to vote at October meeting- 13

*Anton, Mary

*Levy, Jerry

Paretsky, Sara

Avila, Susan

Lodder, Rochelle

Peguero, Dayi

Beckam, Bobbie

Lucy, Steven

Piemonte, Gabriel

*Bibbs, Spencer

Maniates, Brigid

Raubertas, Clara

*Carter, Andy

*McCurry, Louise

Rawson, Kristy

Clement, John

Mcgruder, Don

Ribstein, Susannah

Curries, Dustin

Mcgruder, Michelle

Rokem, Na ami

Davis, Diana

*Monaghan, Marc

Saleem, Penny

Dupree, Emily

*Morse, Patricia (Trish)

Schwab, Avi

Everett, Nikki

*Morris, Rodney

Scott, Michael

Francez, Hamar

Nassef, Lauren

Sjursen, Kate

Freedman, Micah

*Nelms, Brenda

Sjursen, Siv

Gruber, Katie

*Newman, Kenneth

Tobin, Isaac

Hersh, Marcus

Nyhart, Hannah

Todd, Steven Haswell

Huy ? Terry?

Ooi, Ping Gaik

*Vandervoort, Frances

Isoda, Matthew

*QOssewaarde, Gary

*Kaufman, Robin

Panelas, Tom
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In Memoriam. JPAC mourns the passing of longtime Jackson Park friend, Civil Rights
activist and fighter, Educator, Historian, Author, and Philanthropist,

Timuel D. Black

We send our condolences to Zenobia Black and family and to all who knew Tim.
A streamed service was held Friday, October 22 10- at First Unitarian Church where Fr. Michael Pfleger will give the eulogy
and Mayor Lightfoot and President Preckwiinkle and many others spoke.
A public service will be held at Rockefeller Memorial Chapel December 5, information pending.

JPAC IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE ROSA ESCARENO- CPD INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT/ CEO.

JPAC VOL. STEWARDS WERE INTERVIEWED by the Hyde Park Herald (Nov. 2) upon the 20" Anniversary
of Natural Areas and Community Stewardship Program, a partnership with The Nature Conservancy.
https://www.hpherald.com/news/jackson-park-stewards-detail-volunteer-experience-as-park-district-marks-20-years-of-
program/article_53f18078-3ach-11ec-8fd5-1b3eca7d9f9d.html. Interviewed: Norman Bell, Nancy Joseph, Jerry Levy, and
Gail Parry. (Edward Warden is also Steward for 63" Beach. The original JP steward in the program was Ross Petersen.)

Thank you Al Debonnett for sending the following information about the further achievements of

JPAC member Craig Bowen, golf coach, teacher, mentor, and administrator. A few months back he was
inducted into the golf hall of fame in Florida. Current positions include President of Black College Coaches
Association (BCCA). You can read about his activities in September and October at the Farmers Insurance
sponsored Historic Black Colleges and Universities Game Day and succeeding tournaments at
https://hbcugameday.com/2021/08/26/black-college-golf-coaches-association-teams-up-with-farmers/. The
program provides talented young people with access to scholarships, internships, major tournaments, and
varied career opportunities in golf and sports in general. Craig is invited main guest at the Nov. 8 meeting.

Quite a week for JPAC- October 3-10 President Louise McCurry reports-(see pics next page)

e Sunday, Bob Karr of Friends of the Japanese Garden/Garden of the Phoenix led a team of prospective docents
here at the cherry grove south of Columbia Basin.

e Tuesday Oct. 5, Tommy Inglis and Louise led 9 Frontenac Investment volunteers in a Pitch In clearing of dead
limbs, invasives and litter and raked the site of the walking trails and the Park Service Road for the disc golf,
community garden and picnic area near Cornell and 65".

e Thursday, Louise and Gary attended the Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce network Check-in, this month at
Montgomery Place Retirement Community. And CPD repaired the lights at the lowa building across the street.

e Friday, Jerry Levy gave a Wooded Island tour to Lab School ecology classes. Kenwood coming Oct. 22.
e Saturday, U of C Booth Business School students cleaned in a Pitch-In service day led by Tommy and Louise.

e Sunday Oct.10. An “Organic Oneness Magic” in parks tour, with JPACers Kineret Jaffe, Tracy Raoul, and Louise
talking about various park sections. Highlight was a stroll among many folks on Wooded Island and in the Garden—
both still in summer green!. Our group joined a large set meditating in the pavilion, with instruments and traditional
meditation bowl, (Note they took their shoes on our meditation mat.) The Equiticity walks in 4 parks this year are
sponsored by One Earth Collaborative, Eventnoire, Organic Oneness, and Chicago Park District. The October 10
morning walk in Jackson was called The Nature of Magic- Air Element- A Grand Rising. Pictures by Louise
McCurry: Karr tour, Equiticity/Open House

e Both weekends, Saturdays and Sundays, Garden of the Phoenix docents worked noon to 6- Spencer Bibbs, Trish
Morse, Andy Carter, Rolf Pelkey, Louise McCurry... 1200 or more visitors each day from all over Chicagoland and
beyond. The Garden was a great draw as Site for Open House Chicago (Chicago Architecture Center) and on
Sunday also Equiticity. P5
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LATER- Cleanup groups worked October 22 Friday and 23 Saturday— Friday 22™ CIMBY brought Kenwood

Acad. classes for WI ecology tour & service day with stewards Jerry Levy.and Nancy Joseph. (CIMBY- Calumet Is
My Back Yard) is a CPS/Field Museum /dunes Learning prog. that recruits, teaches h.s.students for evn. stewardship on the South Side.)

Friday afternoon Oct. 29, JPACers helped staff give out candy sacks at party after touch football game.

A new Track and Field

slowly opens up, a community garden grows again,

The Robert J. Pickens Track and Field officially named by the CPD Board of Commissioners in September, is
located north of 63"/Hayes Dr. east side of Stony Island Ave. The T & F’s first trial use and celebration were on
Saturday October 16 in a “CPD home team first use” game played by the Junior Bears Jackson Park Raiders
(see P8) . When the last touches are done and tested, the green fences will come down. It's going to be tough
setting up the use schedule for this state of the art multisport facility. The Obama Foundation, which is using the
site of the former track (paid for in part by the Chicago Bears and NFL through local advocacy) in the
Presidential Center, contributed $3.5 million for the new. We will let you know of a public opening preferably
under the big lights.

Garden. Perhaps you didn’t know there is a substantial community garden between Cornell/Marquette and the

golf course. It was designed 15 years ago to be managed by an organization then called Growing Power, now
Urban Growers Collective (https://urbangrowerscollective.org), founded by Erica Allen, daughter of renowned
ecologist George Allen. Among many locales, they have a hydroponic plant near the Chicago River. A manager
here is Lauralyn Clawson. The soil was renewed, and water source & recycling and plant shading were
provided. The facility had a mixed history, but, amidst sections of trash about 9 plots are this year tended by
UGC and locals presumably organically. They have harvested a bounty of various healthy vegetables.
Volunteers this year cleared the approach service road and bike and walk path by the garden and prepared the
disc golf course under leadership of Tommy Ingles and HP Disc Golf and Louise under Pitch In for the Parks
They’ve been also cleaning up in the garden. JPAC and Urban Growers hope to be ahead of the game next
year and have all 22 plots cleaned and applied for and used by community residents including JPACers. UGC is
also working with the Obama Foundation on the future OPC community gardens. P6
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A word on herbicides. No soil with chemicals can be used or any applied in PD gardens or that people work. At present,
under strict conditions in the natural areas fast biodegradable herbicides (with signage etc.) can be applied by stewards and
others that have undergone rigorous state certification training to become state licensed applicators and or operators, as
have our stewards, under CPD management. WI steward Jerry Levy says such occasional use is not endangering and “It
helps to get rid of plants and pests that are bad for the ecology.

An appeal for gravel. Louise wrote to CPD regarding the CPD access road to inter alia the community garden.
“...The last gravel put here was 15 years ago and the road bed becomes an impassable mud pit in the rain. It was an
impassible road for all park service vehicles including security, so park vehicles have been driving on the grass and leaving
ruts in the grass. This serves all the youth sports fields, the community garden, the disc golf course and the community
garden. JPAC Volunteers have spent 10 volunteer workdays clearing all the invasive shrubs and plants out of the road and
filling in the holes so the park vehicles can use it again. Could we PLEASE get Gravel ...”

OPC and related

The Obama Foundation celebrated on September 28 Groundbreaking, on site but streamed. You can access it
from www.obama.org. Speaking were Gov. Pritzker, Mayor Lightfoot, and Barack and Michelle Obama. The
Obamas were introduced by outstandingly promising young persons- Barack by Trenton Banks,of South Shore
Int'l High School and CHAMPS Mentoring. An out standing young lady introduced Michelle. Michelle stressed
why this site especially resonates with her childhood and life. (There was a group outside that advocated for
community improvements, including a benefits agreement for the residents of South Shore.) On the site,
clearance has been done and some roadway changes implemented. Work is expected to intensify, including
more road changes as we get further into fall. We are exploring improved ways to get the word out about
inconveniences.

The OPC Memorandum of Agreement. The Collaborating Parties, including JPAC, received From CDOT the first
implementation Annual Report that will come out every October. This year, being new, the slate is blank both as
to actions and to comments or objections. Separately, we learned that the mandated processes should start
before the end ot the year. (Photo doc of areas to be changed—Research B, below) is underway.)

Here are the mitigation stipulations required of government agencies or the Foundation to be addressed over a
timetable during the next few years, some through public process and some with the Parties including with right
to object, some with ultimate adjudication: P7
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¢ Research and Documentation-
A. New Application with updates and under modern standards for the National Register sites
B. Field Documentation of Existing Conditions wherever there are changes being made
C. Cultural Landscape Report- Part 1 (site history, existing conditions, and analysis/evaluation) and
Part 2 (long-term preservation strategy) of a Cultural Landscape Report (CLR) for Jackson Park
e Interpretation
D. Interpretive: The Plan to show with materials and programs the park’s and community-use history
¢ Rehabilitation
E. English Comfort Station
F. Statue of the Republic
o Design Review
G. Design Review for the East End of the Midway Plaisance (UPARR recreation designation)
¢ Planting Review
H. Planting for replacement and expanded habitat for otherwise used sections of the GLFER Project

The Chicago Park District Board has approved a contract with On-Site Design, firm of South Side landscape
designer Jimmy Wong, for the East Midway (east of the railroad). This is the proposal to move the federal
UPARR protective recreational Designation formerly for what is now the OPC site to the Midway East panel.
Uses to be designed include light recreation, possible water feature, open space, protection or replacement of
trees, drainage correction, and restoration of the Cheney-Goode Memorial. There are different opinions about
both moving the Designation here and also to light recreation and what that might/should mean.

JPAC thanks the Chicago Parks Foundation, Director Willa Lang, for setting up and operating the Pitch In
and healthy walking activities and webinars, started as a response to the pandemic and its effects on the park
maintenance and activities and to the Foundation and so many support organizations. THE FOUNDATION
SENT the PACs a “thank you” and gallery of 20 “crew” pictures from parks, as well as a survey.

Below: Track soft Robert J. Pickens Track opening October 16. Lots of fun as the Jackson Park Raiders played.
dangerous, faded crosswalk from fieldhouse on Cornell 6400 blk is reported. Being investigated by CDOT..

Halloween Party. Lower rt-. Day camp kids thanked JPAC for Halloween sweet treats Oct 29 after their touch football game. Most of
these 25 kids have not trick-or-treated and wont this year due to COVID and other issues. The funds were voted at the October JPAC
meeting from contributed gifts. P8




JPAC Calendar Page and Notice of Mtg and Election Nov 7 sun 2AM -turn clocks back 1 hour.

Notice of the November 8 JPAC open annual meeting and nomination and election
November 8, Monday, 7 p.m. in Jackson Park Fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave 60637

Agenda: Call to order. Minutes of the last meeting. Treasurer’s report.

Election of Officers.

Committee Reports: Bylaws, Golf, Disc golf, Garden of the Phoenix, Wooded Island, Bobolink Meadow, LaRabida, Playgds
Workdays and Tours report. Fieldhouse Report

Old business, New business, Announcements, Adjournment

(Voting requirements for PAC actions- attendance and forms- apply to elections. Roberts Rules apply)

Nomination and Election of Officers for 1-year terms. We suggest coming early. MEMBERS (or
unsure of standing) PLEASE COME TO THE SECRETARY’S SIGN IN TABLE TO BE CERTIFIED AS
QUALIFIED and receive sticker and ballot--and fill in membership applications if you have never done
so or don’t know. Only members in good standing and qualified to vote may nominate, be nominated,
run or be elected officers, “if he or she has attended at least two meetings during the prior twelve
months” (i.e. 2 meetings before that of the vote, same as for voting on other actions) and have
submitted the park district’'s Application to Join an Advisory Council. Offices to be filled are President,
Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.

Nominated by members at the October meeting were: President- Louise McCurry, Vice President-
Spencer Bibbs, Secretary- Gary Ossewaarde, and Treasurer- Anne Marie Miles.

Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the November 8 Meeting.

Election will be by ballot and shall be counted and the results announced at the meeting and kept with
the park supervisor. The bylaws have provisions in case of ties, disputes. Monitors from the park
district will be present.

CPD NOVEMBER EVENTS. .NOV 6 FLEUROTICA FUNDRAISER at Garfield Park Conservatory (in person and virtual).

NOV 5 GIRL’S PLAY DAY- 18 parks; CHICAGO MOVES (exercises at home). MUM BOWL JR BEARS SOLDIER F 6:30.
FROM NOV 8- YOUR NIGHT OUT AT HOME- OVER 40 VIDEOS from NOITPs to view online. (link in CPD site coming).

View and Signup for Holiday Break andWinter programs coming soon- check and set up in the park district website.

ONGOING: PITCH IN for the Parks —Tues 9:30. Sats at 11 through Oct. and, in JP Nov. as weather permits. From
Fieldhouse. commissioner751@icloud.com, From trash to clearance.

BOBOLINK Meadow workdays 2" Sat. 9-noon (last Nov. 13 weather perm) So. trail entry. https://bobolinkvolunteers.org.
63" ST BEACH NAT. AREA- 3" Sat. 10-noon (last, Nov. 19) ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.

UPDATED- BUDGET AND BOARD MTGS. - You may also access the meetings by going
to www.chicagoparkdistrict.com , selecting the “Get Involved” tab and clicking on “Attend a Board Meeting.” Or view via
our YouTube Page at https://youtu.be/T7m7mGoWYYw. Please be sure to access this YouTube link if you need closed

captioning as it is not available via mobile devices.
NOV 10 PARK DISTRICT FINAL BUDGET HEARING (11:15 AND BOARD MEETING 11:30 AM Nov 10 BUDGET

DOCUMENTS https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/departments/budget-and-management
View meeting: https://rebrand.ly/Public-Budget-Hearing-and-Board-Meeting-11-10-21.Captioning-YouTube ver.
Speak or give written comments- signuptospeak@chicagoparkdistrict.com by 4 pm. Mon. Agendas:
https://chicagoparkdistrict.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx Final vote is on Dec. 1, to be published Dec. 2.

Chicago Parks and Olmsted in Chicago expert Julia Bachrach, former long time CPD historian in the Planning
Dept is giving or coordinating a large set of programs on “THE OLMSTED LEGACY IN CHICAGO?” for Olmsted
200 Bicentennial (April 26, 1822). Under the Chicago Architecture Center. Informtion and to Register:
https://www.architecture.org/programs-events/detail/the-olmsted-legacy-in-chicago/ (If you have problems
emalil tickets@architecture.org. Involved also” The Harold Washington CPL and Washington Park Camera Club.
OPENED OCTOBER 15 AT HAROLD WASHINGTON PUBLIC LIBRARY CENTER downtown, “FROM
SWAMPS TO PARKS: BUILDING CHICAGO’S PUBLIC SPACES.” Featured include the Lakefront and Museum
of Science and Industry. There will be multiple lectures and tours in conjunction. Olmsted 200 calendar:
https://olmsted200.0org/join-the-celebration/events. Or https://architecture.org. P9
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WELCOME TO THE GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX

This is a Japanese Stroll Garden, a space for communion with nature in harmonious beauty and contemplation.
Please respect that purpose by quietly appreciating the peace and serenity it offers.

Please park bikes or strollers here or inside the gate. No dogs are allowed in the garden to protect people, plants &
birds.** Mark the location of trash and recycling bins across the path. Please picnic outside the garden.

The GATE marks the transition from the mundane to the sacred. This gate is a gift from Chicago’s sister city, Osaka.
The size and quality announce that this is an important garden to the people of Japan and Chicago.

The PATH is winding to provide different views, screening some, opening up others. Please stay on the path as the
plantings, tree roots, grass, and moss can be easily damaged by the many feet that pass through the garden. The
garden experience is designed to go clockwise. Turn left. If you have mobility issues, turn right.

Stroll gardens integrate into their environments with BORROWED SCENERY like the larger lagoon and the
Music Court Bridge in the distance. The view serves to remind to broaden our horizons.

Evil spirits move in straight lines, so the ZIGZAG STEPPING STONES cause any bad energy following us to fall
into the water. More importantly, they remind us to slow down and appreciate the garden.

STANDING STONES are the most important feature in a Japanese Garden. They are the bones of the earth and
Study their weathering, veins, color, and lichen. Their message is stability and endurance.

The MOON BRIDGE completes a circle when it reflects in still water. A completed circle is perfection. The moon
bridge is difficult to cross to remind us that the passage between this world and completion/petfection is difficult.

ISLANDS in the pond represent the island where the immortals live in perfect happiness. Mortals can’t reach
perfect happiness, so can’t reach the islands.

Water is the gift of life. A WATERFALL is the cycle of nature renewing itself as water rises into the skies, falls, and
rises again. The falls provide a soothing screen of sound and keep the lagoon healthy by aerating it. The surface of the
pond is our busy thoughts. The KOI remind us look into our own calm inner waters and endure.

Among the rocks, a stone basin with bamboo fountain—a TSUKUBAI—Ilets us symbolically purify ourselves.

In the 1930s, a teahouse stood in the location of the current PAVILION, which echoes a Noh stage.

The KASUKA lantern design started at an ancient Shinto shrine surrounded by a cypress forest where wild deer are

sacred messengers. A deer and a stag are carved into the lantern. The top is shaped like a lotus bud.
(Note map is not updated in this version- 12 should be approx. where 10 is on map, and 10 between 9 and 11. GO)



13. The RANKEI lantern on the arched column overhangs the water, unifying land and water. The wide hexagonal roof
is designed to capture snow in winter. The Garden is beautiful in all seasons.

14. SHRUBS are sculpted tor remind us of foothills. Other TREES are sculpted to remind us to weather the storms.
All of the PLANTS remind us that unifies the energies of earth, water, air, and fire (through the sun).
COLORS from flowers and autumn leaves shift with the seasons to remind us of the passage of time.

15. The KASUGA lantern may date 1893. The block of concrete is from the Ho-o-Den foundation.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GARDEN (history, features, events, what’s in bloom), check the
Jackson Park Advisory Council Japanese Garden website: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/.

Japanese Pavilion, Columbian Exposition, 1893

After the U.S. ended 250 years of Japanese isolation, Japan quickly became an industrial power
and decided to show its pride in its history, art, and accomplishments at the Columbian
Exposition. The Ho-o-Den on Wooded Island, based on the Temple of the Phoenix of 1052
C.E., was an homage to Chicago’s rise from the ashes and a reflection on the meaning of the
Phoenix in Japanese culture as the harbinger of an era of peace and prosperity. Because it
interacted in harmony with nature, it was the only pavilion allowed on Wooded Island. It

changed American architecture and inspired Frank Lloyd Wright. It was a permanent gift.
Ho-o-Den Restoration, Tea House Added, Stroll Garden Created, 1934

| In 1933, the Palace of Fine Arts was redone in limestone as the Museum of Science and Industry
and Chicago hosted the Century of Progress. When that fair ended, Japan’s tea house and torii

| gate came to Wooded Island, the Ho-o-Den was restored, and a traditional stroll garden was

i created and placed under the care of Shoji Osato and his family. With the bombing of Pearl
Harbor in 1941, Shoji Osato was incarcerated with over 120,000 other Japanese and Japanese-
Americans, the Ho-o-Den and gardens abandoned. In 1946 the Ho-o-Den burned.

Osaka Garden Reborn, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s

In the 1950s, a Nike missile base was put in Jackson Park, restricting the area. In the 1970s, with the Nike base gone, Wooded
Island became a nature sanctuary and attention was turned again to the Garden, with help from our Sister City, Osaka Japan.

The Garden of the Phoenix, 2013 and beyond

W\ The Garden of the Phoenix Foundation was created to remember the long history of Japanese
and American presence in Jackson Park. For the 120% anniversary of the Ho-o-Den, 120 cherry
trees were planted around the Columbian Basin with 50 more in following years, so that Chicago
could celebrate the renewal of spring with a Cherry Blossom Festival. The Foundation located
surviving artwork from the Ho-o-Den—the Phoenix Ranma panels that are now in the Art
Institute of Chicago. And they worked with Yoko Ono to create Skylanding.
www.gardenofthephoenix.org

Skylanding

g8 Yoko Ono’s sculpture, Skylanding, is her only installation in the United States. The 12 stainless

| steel lotus petals radiate outward from where the center of the Ho-o-Den once stood. The
yin/yang shape of the berms form the rim of the lotus and lift the viewer toward the sky. They
define the wings of the Ho-o-Den. Skylanding rises from the ashes of the lost phoenix to heal the
past. The sky unites the world, and, like the phoenix, the landing brings hope for an era of peace
and prosperity. www.skylanding.com/welcome/

EVENT AND PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY PERMITS ARE REQUIRED.
https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/permits-rentals /filming-photograph
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