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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR!

J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2020 vol. 27 No. 9

NATURE-HISTORY-RECREATION JACKSON PARK- CARED FOR BY JPAC & NEIGHBORS

JPAC in normal times meets
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP
Field House, 6401 S. Stony |

BOARD
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR
REC. REG DUES $35

Send check made to JPAC to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles

6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649

CONTACTS

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
spencer_bhibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.)
milesesg@aol.com

Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs.,
Newsletter, mail/membership)
1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded |
sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink)
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin)
njoseph2008@aol.com

Ed Warden (63" beach nat area)
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
Region Mgr. Maya Solis

312 747 747-7661,

Area Mgr. Farah Tunks
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co

m 773 324-0450.
Security 312 747-2193
Lkft Cdr 312-448-3793

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org

above with /events for calendar
FACEBOOK. https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ We do Twitter

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app- From our website, or
download the apps.—Take the virtual tours

pl-4 NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS; p3 OCTOBER MINUTES

JPAC Meeting Mon. NOV 10 7pm. Zoom-

Info will be sent via email.

News and Announcements

Workdays in Jackson Park--- MONDAY at 10 and

SATURDAY at 11:30, from fldhse.Contact Louise McCurry
about additional or rain days. Masks, distancing required, limit 50.

Fall classes/camps session |l 11/2- 12/14

Registration is open. CPD website /fall-programs or call 773-256-
0903. Those for adults sports and fitness including pickleball and ping
pong and walking club. Note that most are taught outdoors. PLUS
VIRTUAL SPECIALS <10/30 TIP HALLWN TEEN TALENT SH 6:30

Budget planning time: Check CPD website for virtual
hearings. At the first hearing, several PACs presented specific asks for
programs, safety, and facilities as well as general concerns. This year
JPAC submitted medium sized capital items such repaving tennis and
other courts—in high demand and for which park users have been asking
repairs (we did our part trimming overgrowth in some), plus
class/program ideas given to us. Also, we are seeking a plaque in the
fieldhouse in honor of Dwight Powell, for which JPAC have started a fund
drive to contribute as much as we can to the cost. And we ask full steam
on shoreline repair and protection. Check with the Park District
website for virtual hearings and proposed budget (when posted).
The final hearing in early December with final approval at the mid
December board meeting. P1
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Welcome Spencer Bibbs filling in as JPAC Vice President, with Anne

Marie Miles continuing as Treasurer during uncompleted terms.

At our October meeting, Vice President Anne Marie Miles announced that in the interest of having a full board
she was resigning as Vice President but was willing to continue to fill Dwight’'s term as Treasurer until elections
can be held in accordance with directives of the Chicago Park District. Anne Marie has worked with Secretary
Gary Ossewaarde to modernize our financial records and reports and work with our Bank and our Fiscal Agent
Chicago Parks Foundation. Spencer Bibbs agreed to step in to fill the vacated Vice Presidency term. Spencer
has been a loyal volunteer and photo-documentarian of workdays and celebrations of day camp graduations
and a regular attendee at JPAC meetings and has taught nature photography at JPAC festivals. The changes
were approved by acclamation at the October meeting. Full regular elections asap by CPD in 2021.

We’re meeting again. Starting with November we will be on Zoom (nFo For

JOINING WILL BE EMAILED.) For the present, PAC meetings cannot be held in park fieldhouses but the
District, and Parks Foundation (on behalf of PACs for which it acts as fiscal agent) have worked with PACS to
ensure legitimate and open meetings continue.

The opening segment of the November meeting will be in ON THE TABLE format ((c.) and program of
The Chicago Community Trust and Affiliates) with the theme of Healing Chicago — Talking about Race (and
democracy) in parks and communities. More information will be in the Pre-Meeting Announcement to come.

JPAC is Iagging in dues and donations this year. (Last year we had non-recurring blessings). At the
same time, due to the pandemic, expenditures including for programs and for kids camp needs have been low
and in some cases organizations have stepped in. A high proportion of our help opportunities occur in fall and
winter, including holidays beloved by kids. Also, we wish to keep our account above the level that incurs fees
and we need to get a head start on next year, President McCurry and Treasurer Miles told the October
meeting.. So, we ask that if you can help, please step up.

From Nov. 1 we will apply any contributions at the basic level of $35 or more to 2021 dues. TO GIVE:
Send your check made out to JPAC (You can print and send the form attached at end of this NL) to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649. (questions- see contacts on p. 1)
Thank you—dues/contributions this fall: Kineret Jaffe, Gary Ossewaarde (2021) and

contributions to the Dwight E. Powell Memorial Plaque Fund: Al Debonnett, Frances S. Vandervoort.

Lakeshore erosion and protection status report Oct. 1 to Task Force

Rep. Curtis J. Tarver Il convened many governmental agents and the public to learn prospects for various
short and long-term efforts to save public and private lands from being overwhelmed risen waters and severe
storms of Lake Michigan. This has been frustrating in that only some of the study and action funds applied for
have been appropriated and, according to many, more attention has seemed to be given to the North or far
southeast sides. But some scouring for funds has paid off, and ingenious technology exists or is in testing that
can be tailored to different places and conditions. Some locations are also suitable for soft approaches such as
berms and grasses. Work is scheduled to start soon on the Jackson Outer Harbor inlet breakwaters and
Morgan Shoal and at the south end of 57" Beach. Work is in design at two spots in South Shore Cultural
Center Golf Course and its new beach house, and Ashe Park. Some other work is in planning. There is hope
for the historic properties in the 7300 block of South Shore Drive. To receive notices for the virtual meetings
visit office@curtisjtarverii.com. GMO

Some special thanks in addition to those given in the minutes below. Members, Chicago Parks
Foundation, Park Staff and maintenance/repair, crews, natural area stewards and crews, Museum of Science
and Industry, Lawn Bowling members and crew, Yacht Clubs and Harbors, Golf Associations and courses, all
who did park events, UC Hospitals and Civic Engagement, Dare to Try, Mt. Carmel, HP, and Lab School,
Obama Foundation, Little Libraries, Treekeepers, AYSO and teams, photographers/Herald/media. Thanks to
those who worked at short notice 10/24 and 26 on ADA mulch paths at lowa Bldg and Wooded Island. P2
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Minutes of the October 12 2020 JPAC general meeting

President Louise McCurry opened the meeting at 6 p.m. at the lowa Building square, a quorum being present,
and total of 10. The meeting was on the east lawn for distancing guidelines and because of interior light failure.
Louise and other members discussed and celebrated the history of women suffrage. That included pioneering
activities in Jackson Park starting with the 1893 Fair, and later supportive facilities or actions in Jackson, the
Midway, the neighborhoods, and lllinois (which gave women the right to vote in 1913). Frederick Douglass and
his wife, and Ida B. Wells figured prominently in these accomplishments.

Andy Carter led in “We Shall Overcome” and Bob Dylan‘s “The Times They Are a Changin’” (including special
lyrics for Harold Washington’s campaign in 1983). We offered a toast with baked good passed by Mary Anton.

Louise read list of activities for the summer (see in the Newsletter). We have loads of mulch coming for the
Bobolink Meadow trail and for access at the lowa building—we need volunteers to help the groups coming to
mulch the trails.

Business: Minutes of the September meeting were accepted as presented.

Treasurer Anne Marie Miles reported that the general fund balance remained $4,182.21 at the end of
September, with no transactions. A restricted account has been established for the Dwight E. Powell Memorial
Plaque, which had $100 as of the end of September. (Members consensus was that this plaque should be in
the fieldhouse, whose programs and whose repairs and sought replacement were ever dear to Dwight.)

New business- Officers. The Executive Committee reported and moved that in order to present a full and
proper board, the meeting fill vacant positions until we are allowed to hold regular elections in accordance with
Park District directives and our bylaws. Vice President Anne Marie Miles would resign as Vice President but
would continue to fill Dwight's term as Treasurer. Spencer Bibbs agreed to step in to fill the vacated Vice
President term. Both are members in good standing and agreed to stand and serve. There being no other
nominations, these changes were approved by acclamation.

The council agreed to suggestion of Gary Ossewaarde that a major segment of the November meeting be an
On the Table®© discussion (Healing Chicago- Race).

Moved to adjourn. Next meeting November 9, virtual, information to be furnished.
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary

PAC and partner actions (based on report distributed by the president at the October meeting.)

Safety and Repair. Photo-documented and forwarded to CPD 80 damaged trees and broken benches..
Reported from a dozen areas throughout the park groups larger than 50 and largely unmasked. Park security,
CPD and Chicago Police, and park users and visitors were very helpful. (We are glad the park is so beckoning
and welcoming to folks starved for the outdoors, but let's be safe to each other and report unsafe facilities.
Removed grape ivy choking nesting areas, trees and native plants and serving as trip hazards in several sites.
Cleaned, trimmed and reported damage to tennis and basketball courts and paths. We met with 3 groups
holding races on rutted paths. We had missing regulation signs replaced in the Music Court, Wooded Island,
Bobolink Meadow, the Track, bathrooms, and 63" parking lots. Reported broken bathrooms, crossing lights on
Cornell, We expect to be chipping natural area paths. Spoke for park needs at budget hearings.

Workdays. May-October- over 30 JPAC/Parks Foundation Pitch In for the Parks workdays, 2-3 days a week.
Often with partner groups, we’ve concentrate on around the fieldhouse, Stony Island perimeter, the track,
playlots—where families and children are-- and sometimes along Hayes and over to LaRabida. Monthly we
clean up the banks of the lagoons and Columbia Basin and in Wooded Island.

Our park has become an outdoor classroom for pods engaged in stewardship. “It is the work of JPAC to
partner with CPD to maintain a park of recreation, green and blue natural areas, picnic and social space.” P3



Environmental Assessment, MOA released, near adoption GMO
The National Park Service and Federal Highway Administration released the Environmental Assessment, (AE)
the next and near final step in federal evaluation of Obama Presidential Center plus related city funded and
federally-supported recreation and road changes. Such reviews are not determinations of eligibility of a
significant entity but are triggered by a proposed undertaking for which at least a part may be eligible for
federal funding. To be determined eligible it must be determined to meet a federal “purpose and need” and
also that any negative impacts or effects must be sufficiently avoided or mitigated. So the study tests the
proposed actions and proposes mitigations. If a balance cannot be found or proposed, the agencies can
recommend against or if the property has a federal designation such as National Register of Historic Places,
note if the changes would be a disqualification to continue designation. It cannot stop the project.

57 percent of the Jackson Park, a section of the Midway, and some non-park historic properties were
examined. A number of topics for EA were found not to apply here or not necessary to be carried forward for
further study. Among those that were studied were building the OPC, road closures and utility relocations the
city proposed to pay for (together Alternative B), and the federal road-building, underpasses proposed for
federal funding—mitigations of either existing conditions or effects of building Alternative B. So positive and
negative impacts were looked for re: such matters as traffic circulation and congestion, endangered species,
sustainable forestry and habitat, recreation, pedestrian safety, and air and water quality, as well as on the
historic qualifications for historic Registry, and social and economic effects including to surrounding
neighborhoods. Alternative B effects were compared with existing conditions and each possible component in
Alternative C was considered for necessity for mitigation, feasibility, cost-benefit, negative effects, and
sufficiency without overkill.

They seem to have been especially concerned to keep recreation, avoid or spread out traffic congestion, make
circulation in the park more safe and convenient esp. bike and pedestrian, and to have long-time equivalent
sustainable landscape plus a net realization of more of the native habitat of the recent GLFER Project.

The agencies concluded that Alternative C would balance the losses. (It is close to the plans the Obama
Foundation has developed for OPC and to city-proposed road and other work, but the AE adds more
mitigations and a list of restrictions regarding construction and upkeep.)

People will differ as to whether the study was sufficient and the conclusions right. Also, whether their are
benefits that greatly outweigh changes or losses. JPAC is one group that believes they do. These include the
OPC'’s addition to the park- the museum, public library, forum, athletic and program building, gardens,
landscape and play areas and its work creating new horizons for youth and leaders for the futue. An update of
messaging and use of the park for the communities and world as they are today and for the future. Additions to
habitat for wildlife. A safer and more convenient circulation and unity in the park with a campus setting that still
follows Olmsted’s basic plan (and most of his spaces) as both a refuge for wildlife and a beautiful, restorative
landscape--re-creative space for people of the city. In short, it grows as a local beacon and world heritage site.

A public comment period lasts until October 30 after which some changes could be made, then the Section
106 Historic Review interagency Memorandum of Agreement will be folded in.
Documents:https://parkplanning.nps.gov/document.cfim?parkiD=534&projectID=83280&document|D=106746.
To give a comment go to https://parkplanning.nps.gov/ChicagoJacksonPark or
https://parkplanning.nps.gov/projectHome.cfm?projectld=83280.

The Section 106 Federal Historic Review Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) underwent revision, based
on comments from the Required, Invited, and Consulting parties and was issued. (The comments an answers
are revealing but we think some comments were not correctly attributed.) A few revisions were of substance,
including from historic and preservation organizations and agencies for more clear references and mandates
for federal standards, and provision for objections by outside parties re: carrying out of the stipulations. But the
stipulations are essentially as they were. These are: lots of documentation of history, pre-work conditions, how
the community uses and wants in the park, and a preservation plan; various physical and virtual
memorializations of history and pre-project conditions, stipulations on GLFER new and replanting and
Wemen’s Garden replacement, and rehabilitation of the English Comfort Station and Statue of the Republic.
(We will of course advocate for more restorations rehab. Some timelines are weak but the work is mandated.
The consulting parties including JPAC are invited to have 2 representatives at a Webinar October 30.
Afterwards signatory sheets will be sent out. The FHWA, NPS, ACHP (Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation) must sign if the MOA is to go into effect. The Consulting Parties will be given an opportunity to
sign (JPAC has already so resolved). Only those who choose to sign will be included in the document. P4
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Protecting Nature,
Preserving History,
Supporting Recreation
6401 S. Stony | Ave. 60637

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.

org

President
Louise McCurry
commissioner751@icloud.com

Vice President
Spencer Bibbs
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com

Secretary
Gary Ossewaarde
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Anne Marie Miles

milesesq@aol.com

Wednesday, November 25, 2020

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL
MEMBERSHIP / CONTRIBUTION FORM for Nov 2020-2021

Dear Member/Friend: With our park rising fast but with much to do and at stake, can
you support us, financially or by joining? Your contact information ensures that you
receive the monthly JPAC Newsletters electronically, lets us reach our friends with
emerging park issues and special opportunities, and helps us fund supplies for park
kids and workdays and hold special lectures and events.

E addresses are especially welcome. JPAC usually meets 2" Mondays 7 p.m.
usually at the fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony Island Ave. but special arrangements are
necessary during the pandemic

Our fiscal agent is Chicago Parks Foundation, EIN 45-4866050. Please consult your
tax advisor regarding deductions.

NOTE: “Dues” are NOT required for participation or for voting at JPAC meetings (there is a
modest prior attendance requirement).

Please return this form with your check made out to JPAC to a meeting or mail to
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles, 6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.

TODAY’S DATE

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE(s)

EMAIL

$35 INDIVIDUAL FRIEND (BASIC MEMBERSHIP DUES)

$100 GUARDIAN

$250 CONSERVATOR

$500 PATRON

$1,000 FOUNDER

OTHER

Signature (if non-electronic)

MY INTERESTS IN OR CONCERNS ABOUT THE PARK, or | wish to volunteer for a Committee:
Workdays, Nature, Program and Youth, Connectivity, Sports/rec., Safety, and Outreach/fundraising
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