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Pp 4-8 comments on Wooded Island and gates, Park District 

budget/asks, Beach safety, OPC site, What’s up and views of JP,  
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JPAC gen. MTG.  TUES. OCT 12 7PM 
DAY CHANGED- Mon. is a holiday 

Fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony I- prob. out front tbd.  

Agenda: Standing Bus., Subject/area reports, Old Bus., New bus. incl. 

clarification of bylaws provisions re: no payment for membership.  

 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District 

on park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & 

program & participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

All are welcome at our meetings. There is a voting attendance requirement 

(2 prior meetings in the past 12 month period). Just come to a meeting and 

sign the applications, or ask at garyossewaarde@yahoo.com.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I,  
TU Oct 12 (M isholiday) Nov 8 
Dec 13.       
 
BOARD 2021 
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
Ask about voluntary gifts, which 
have no relationship to mtgs etc. 
Anne Marie Miles- 
milesesq@aol.com  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com 773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
Lit Librar erinjadams@gmail.com  
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
South Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice  Seaton 
demitrice.seaton@cpkd website 

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 /events. (Do not use for membership.) Follow our FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 
https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ Con/traffic https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/ 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes - September 13 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting 

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7 p.m. outside Jackson Park fieldhouse, 6401 S. Stony 
Island Ave.  Present were 20 voting members, a quorum of such, plus other regulars and numerous first time 
attendees making a total of attendance of 41. Attendance record is appended.  

Maria Stone, CPD manager for Community and PACs, introduced our new Area 3 Parks Manager, Demitrice 
Seaton, who comes from Calumet Park. President Louise McCurry and the PAC welcomed her. 

Handouts: Agenda, August minutes, Jackson Park’s Wooded Island Tree Identifier Map and the Welcome to the 
Garden of the Phoenix walking map.  
  
Minutes of the August 2021 minutes were accepted with addition of Robin Boyd-Clark to July and August 
attendance records. 
 
Treasurer Anne Marie Miles was unable to attend or submit a report due to illness. (latest bal. $4,912.91.) 
 
Area and subject reports 
Wooded Island. Steward Jerry Levy was welcomed back following surgery. He thanked Louise and volunteer 
groups for helping keep up the Island in his absence. He said we really should visit now, as during fall the 
foliage and flowers are really in their glory. He handed out the Tree ID map (also in kiosks at the ends of the 
Island), and Trish Morse’s descriptive map of the Garden. Jerry also described the protective barriers and mulch 
placed around 200+ oaks that have sprouted as part of nature’s way of perpetuating the oak savannah—which 
needs help from being choked off by overgrowth where the sun gets through. Between nature and the plantings, 
the vegetation and habitats have come back quickly and so will the OPC site when complete. He also 
commended the time and effort including by many, many volunteers put into the GLFER plantings. 

Jerry introduced Russell R. Heinrichs, who was plant manager for the Island GLFER project and now works as 
Constr. Manager for Applied Ecological Systems at the Forest Preserve District of Cook County. Russell gave 
the background for the GLFER project and the purpose-- to blend modern ecology with Olmsted’s landscape 
ideas and vision. Growth was thinned out, and much of the nonnative species of little value to the habitat and 
wildlife were replaced in balanced amount and spacing with 600,000 plants. He noted that turf grass is not of 
ecological value. Lots of birds came back, and predators (that help keep rabbits in check). GLFER experts also 
worked with the OPC landscape teams to ensure a complement and blending with the lagoons and Wooded 
Island. He said since GLFER the Island is even more worthy of protection and respect, and the gates will help. 
 
Louise McCurry read a statement (attached to these minutes), sent to be read at this meeting, by the Chicago 
Park District’s Department of Natural Resources Environmental Conservation Unit. Points included the role 
and importance of restored Wooded Island in “support(ing) the rich diversity of the Chicago region…Some of 
these species are relatively uncommon in urban areas, and provide critical resources for declining pollinator 
populations and migratory birds.” Staff has documented significant declines now due to off-trail use by humans 
that is “significantly worse after dusk, when Wooded Island is closed.” The statement explained the documented 
importance of providing for wildlife and migrating birds nighttime recovery and relief time from human presence. 
Ensuing discussion raised off-trail traffic during the day, when there is open access, and how to handle it. 

Disc Golf. Tommy Inglis gave background and explained how Hyde Park Disc Golf has teamed with the 
workday teams (including groups that come in such as U of C Law School volunteer corps) to clear, so far two 
greatly overgrown stretches--one east of Cornell by the community garden at 65th, the other east of the Inner 
Harbor, for multiple uses including disc golf. They want this sport for throughout the Chicago park system. 

67th Street. Erin Adams appealed for an ongoing flow of children’s books into the Little Free Library kiosks at the 
67th Ridgeland and 67th Jeffery playgrounds. Adults read them to the kids, and the kids get to take them home 
for their own libraries. (Contact p1 left.) Louise reported that the park district replaced the surface of the Jeffery 
playground (rubber squares that were lifting) with continuous soft-surface rubber and reset and re-mortared the 
curving wall at the back. The Ridgeland playground was re-chipped.       
      
Golf. Al Debonnett spoke for golf committees on needs for the golf course including improved facilities and 
opportunities for families, children, jobs and scholarships, and to make it for all skills. He called it a disgrace that 
Mouth Carmel’s team has to go other courses. He said the Tiger Woods design can correct these lacks. P2           



          
Tracy Raoul, President of the Jackson Park Golf Association (https://www.jpgachicago.com and on Facebook) 
and recent winner of a citywide women’s tournament, encouraged people to watch their virtual Invitational 
September 19. She described ways the JPGA and others give back through caddie, mentoring, and scholarship 
programs. She recognized Fran Vandervoort and Dwight Powell for recruited in high schools for golf teams and 
caddies. (There are now female teams and caddies.)  
Louise cited the Jackson Park Yacht Club sailing classes as another group building youth skills. 

Iowa Building. Work proceeds on the broken water supply and preparations for this historic structure to again 
serve as a comfort station and place for activities and respite.  

Fieldhouse programs and recreation. Supervisor Bobbie Beckam reported that the kid’s football training and 
all age sports including pickleball and table tennis are going well. Gym basketball is rather slow (pandemic) but 
the new fitness center is going strong.  
A question was asked as to why the new track was delayed and demolition of the old track was not delayed until 
the new opened. Al Debonnett said the project was delayed and upset due to litigation, and then the pandemic 
and supply chain tie-ups (especially the big lights) plus need to cure the track etc. so completion went beyond 
the determined hard-date start of heavy site clearance for the OPC. Teams are practicing nearby.  

Bobolink Meadow. Fran Vandervoort reported for stewards Norm Bell and Gail Parry that new plants are in and 
seed collection underway. Workdays with outside groups include September 1 and 2 (27 volunteers), and 
September 11 (with the regular crew “supervised” by a blue heron).  

Pitch In for the Parks and other work days. Jay Franke and Tommy reported on groups large and small 
working largely on the Cornell/community garden and (Inner) Harbor side overgrown corridors for disc golf and 
other uses including bicycle and running paths. Jay and others also worked with the Disc Golf Tournament and 
with the Japanese Garden docents. He hoped the community garden (near Cornell and Marquette) could be 
activated beyond a single user next year.  

Garden of the Phoenix. Trish Morse was unable to attend. Andy Carter said what a joyous experience it is to 
bring this special place and history to life for visitors, and sometimes give small tours or show Japanese arts and 
games. People’s appreciation is amazing. And when people know more, they are inclined to treat it better. The 
handout annotated map prepared by Trish Morse is a real help. He urged more to sign up to be docents and 
take the training—check with Louise about sign up. He also said that at the Garden and Sky Landing, the spirit 
of the song “Imagine” really does come through—he said the ideas and words were really initiated by Yoko Ono 
with her siblings during the bombing raids at her home town in Japan during World War II.  
Louise cited the importance of eyes-on-park and Island, especially there being no guards. Police seldom can 
patrol, even at night. Some days at least 1200 came to the Garden—crowds can be too many.  
(She also noted many other park tours, including the Island particularly to college groups –Medill, DePaul, UC 
Law (with Booth and UC College to come), also UC Lab School, UC Police, One Woodlawn, Virginia Seniors.) 

Ideas for protecting the Island and Garden, and concerns about gating and about the gates installed in 
the middle of the north and south bridges to the Island.  
Suggested: bollards that are lowered for park and security vehicles. Counter- that they wouldn’t keep out most.  
Questions/objections: why should people be kept out of their park or parts of it at all, or why close the Island at 
dusk rather than general park hours (11-6), or that parks shouldn’t have fences,  
Counters- this is a very special place and has had many kinds of damage and disrespect, mostly (although not 
exclusively) at night—documented bike and motorcycle tracks, graffiti including on Sky Landing and in the 
Garden, breaking down the wooden fence and gates around the Garden, theft of koi fish and turtles, trampling 
and pulling up the Island and Garden plants, starting fires including in trash cans. Several pointed out the need 
of wildlife for recovery-time quiet, and that it’s easy to trip and hurt oneself in the dark there.  
One set argued the gates are an unwelcoming and off-putting solution; most regulars that this is the best 
solution that has been offered and tried so far, but we should be open to ideas and give them to the park district.  
 
No report or not present: Safety, LaRabida, 63rd Beach N Area, Bowling Green, city depts.. on Darrow Bridge.  
 
Adjourned by consensus. Next meeting TUESDAY OCT 12 because of holiday. Fieldhouse. 
Note see below attached attendance and PD statement, also P4- CLARIFICATION ON GATE CLOSING TIME. 
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary           P3 
          

https://www.jpgachicago.com/


September 13 MEETING ATTENDANCE—41 | * = voting member who has met attendance requirement (having 
attended two prior meetings within the past 12 months) 

Adams, August (minor) Heinrichs, Russell *Newman, Kenneth 

*Adams, Erin *Inglis, Tommy *Newsome, Charles 

*Anton, Mary Isoda, Matthew *Ossewaarde, Gary (board) 

Beckam, Bobbie (Pk Sup) *Jaffe, Kineret Pena, Casimiro 

Bhargawa, Ranjana Johnson, Dennis Piemonte, Gabriel 

*Bibbs, Spencer (board) Johnson, Susan B Raoul, Tracy 

Brown, Kay P *Jones, Alexander Raubertas, Clara 

*Carter, Andy *Levy, Jerry Ross, Lanita (5th Ward) 

*Debonnett, Al *Lipinski, Marc *Schechter, Esther 

Everett, Nikki Lodato, Raymond Schwab, Avi 

Fennelly, Maura Lucy, Steven Seaton, Demitrice (Area Manager) 

*Franke, Jay *McCurry, Louise (board) Stone, Maria (CPD) 

*Guy, Jasmine *Monaghan, Marc *Frances S. Vandervoort 

Hall, Rebecca *Nelms, Brenda  

Attachment to the Minutes: Read Statement 

Statement for JPAC Meeting on 9/13 from Chicago Park District’s Department of Natural Resources 

Environmental Conservation Unit 

A recent extensive restoration effort in partnership with the US Army Corps of Engineers builds off of the 

previous ecological restoration and stewardship efforts of park staff, contractors, stewards and countless 

volunteers. With these efforts came the installation of over 600,000 new native plants – grasses, flowers, ferns, 

shrubs, and trees, that support the rich diversity of life of the Chicago Region. Some of these species are 

relatively uncommon in urban areas, and provide critical resources for declining pollinator populations and 

migratory birds. Staff have documented significant declines in some of these important species due to off-trail 

use by humans. The off-trail use of the park happens at all hours but is significantly worse after dusk, when 

Wooded Island is closed.  

Additionally, removing human presence in natural areas during evening hours provides the wildlife that use 

these spaces some relief from direct and persistent human impacts. Migratory birds, for example, primarily travel 

at night, seeking urban natural areas to rest and refuel for the next leg of their journey. There are also many 

nocturnal animals, including bats, raccoons, coyotes, who might be disrupted by a persistent human presence. 

Specifically, peer-reviewed literature shows negative impacts on foraging of nocturnal flying animals, such as 

mosquito-eating bats, with increased noise and human activities. Reducing overnight activity in natural areas is 

just one way that we can live in better harmony with the natural world around us.  

Volunteers like Jerry Levy, and many other Hyde Park residents have spent significant time and effort in caring 

for and improving the natural habitat on Wooded Island. In addition to the restoration efforts at volunteer 

workdays these volunteers have led tours, created guides and advocated for Wooded Island leading to various 

improvements over the course of many years. We know that the natural area on Wooded Island is special to 

many Chicagoans and Hyde Park residents.  

GATE LOCKING HOURS. CPD had posted a later time for closing (11p.m.) but perhaps for policy consistency, 

or because serious, costly damage at the end of September, went back to 7p.m. This may or may not be final. 

ABOUT THE OCTOBER MTG. Because the 2nd Monday is an observed holiday, the fieldhouse is on limited 

operation without the Supervisor. So we will meet on TUESDAY, October 12, 7:00 p.m. at the fieldhouse.  

Because some of our communications/media have created a mixed message, bylaws committee will propose a 

clarification to provisions to make it clear that JPAC membership, meeting participation, and voting are free.  

BIRDS (incl. hummers), MONARCHS ARE MIGRATING—a seasonal glory of the park. So, for their health, 

comfort and safety, the Park District has been TURNING OFF LIGHTS ON THE ISLAND and certain other areas 

at dusk or 7 through (date?). Join in the “Lights Out” program and consider bird-safe icons and glass.          P4                     



Comments from a leading Wooded I Steward WI docent-volunteer and from our  
From Volunteer Jay Franke. Background and a prospective for the gates 

 The subject was discussed at more than one regular Second-Monday JPAC meeting. A drawing of the 

gates was distributed by CPD representatives in July.  There were various comments but no expressed 

dissent. 

 I am told that Louise McCurry has mentioned the need for security improvements at the Japanese Garden 

at multiple public meetings of the CPD Board. 

 Security needs at the Garden are real. Among other things, the count of koi fish has dropped at least 70% 

over this summer due to illicit fishing activity.  It is impossible to secure the long perimeter of the 

garden in a prompt, effective, aesthetic and economical manner.  This should be the long term CPD plan 

(and I believe it is), but for now the garden is protected by securing the island.  

 Securing the Island permanently may or may not be on balance beneficial.  Experience over the coming 

year should guide that decision. 

From Wooded Island Volunteer Steward Jerry Levy, from Letter to the Hyde Park Herald, September 8, 2021 
 
The Uniqueness of Wooded Island is Being Obscured 

What has been written in the Herald recently about Wooded Island is very disturbing. The message detracts from 

everything that the Island is - especially now, after all the restoration work has been completed. Wooded Island is 

comprised of 16 acres of the most beautiful example of what a natural area in the heart of an urban setting is and 

can be. To walk the pathways of Wooded Island is to encounter many of the diverse species of trees and plants in 

our environment. Complementing this are the birds, butterflies, fauna, and aqua life found as well in this 

environment. The beautiful Japanese Gardens are a bonus. Those who know this love Wooded Island, and those 

who do not, if they love nature, are sure to fall in love with it… Please do not let this distraction cause you to 

hesitate about visiting Wooded Island.  

 

Park District matters including the budget hearing 
The Chicago Park District held a preliminary virtual hearing on its 2022 budget September 14. A quorum of the 
Commissioners, plus the General Superintendent and many department heads were present. After an illustrated 
assessment (they’re a little less stressed than last year and looking for both savings and increased services), 
about 17 who had signed up spoke. Some addressed general district-wide issues and problems including 
lakefront and swimming safety, scandals, and perceived weak planning and consultation on certain district-wide 
initiatives and concessions. On specific parks needs, most spoke about the state of fieldhouses and recreational 
and other facilities in parks—or lack of them. In most cases the Superintendent answered or raised questions 
(including giving some “yeses”) or referred to dept. heads. JPAC via President McCurry, and some members 
and Jackson Park-interested persons, spoke or submitted written comments and requests. Some JPAC gave 
were leaks and other fieldhouse issues, collapsed stairs on the LaRabida peninsula, lakeshore erosion and 
protection, overgrown areas, attention to finding best security and safety solutions including on Wooded Island, 
a friendly ear to adding simple sports such as disc golf (the subject of one of the speakers from JPAC), and 
thanks for what has been fixed or soon will be. One advocated golf course remake. Two local community 
members included, among general issues, demand that the new gates be removed from the Island. After the 
comments, the Superintendant gave an extended address mostly on Jackson and South Side Parks and the 
need to provide security especially on the Island. 
Next steps: October 31- Preliminary budget released online. November 10- Public budget hearing.  
December 1- Board of Commissioners votes on the final budget, which is then posted online December 2.   

Swimming and beach safety. In response to a drowning and controversy over community placement and park 
district removal of life rings at a North Side pier (not sanctioned as safe for swimming) the district modified its 
policy. They say they have or will place life rings as soon as they can get them or at least by next swimming 
season both at beaches that are staffed and considered safe for swimming and also at unsanctioned swimming 
areas (for example 31st St Pier has them). They do not say “everywhere” along the lakefront, as some insist. So 
where does that leave Promontory Point or LaRabida? What’s the criteria? (Note that swimming Is not allowed 
on any beach between Labor Day and Memorial Day weekend, or locally in season when the red flags are flying 
because of high waves, winds, flooding, or riptides or high bacterial count. Also, even the best swimmer can 
have a bad day or encounter the unexpected.)                    P5 
 



Questions remain. We don’t know yet where rings will or should be in our and nearby parks. Studies vary about 
where life rings work well/best-but careful search (as by Neil Steinberg of Sun-Times, show many lives are 
saved by them. What other devices? Should lifeguards return to longer hours (or longer seasons) or be at more 
locations? We need to recruit more guards- but keep them safe also. Should some places be physically blocked 
from water entry?  How do water level and storm changes and shore protection measures fit in? We’re promised 
more swim and safety classes.  Are current testing and warnings about pathogens or riptides sufficient?  
What should you do if you encounter or see problems in the water? Arriving at the beach, note the name/block 
marking on the nearest street sign to tell a dispatcher. If you see someone in trouble in the water, call Police or 
Fire and stay put until they come—think before going in to rescue, and have your ring or floatation device. IF A 
LIFE RING is available and the person is close to shore, stand upwind and aim over the swimmer’s head to get 
the ring out as far as possible. And never tie that ring to yourself. If in a riptide, ride the wave out then swim 
parallel to the shore until you can safely head in. See CPD website- Water Safety, Beach / Lakeft Trail Updates,  
  
New Manager. At JPAC’s Sept. meeting, we met and welcomed Demitrice Seaton, our new Manager of Area 3. 
She comes from Calumet Park, which is in Area 6 of the South Region, so she may have to catch up on a few 
things. Area Manager is a key position in getting things done, including park work orders and in oversight. We 
look forward to working with her as well as Supervisor Bobbie Beckam. We again give our appreciation to former 
manager Farah Tunks, who is now Central Region Manager. She brought several new initiatives to her parks.   

Obama Center and Site. A Virtual Groundbreaking suite of events with the Obamas was announced for 

Monday and Tuesday September 27 and 28, culminating Tues. afternoon. Find stream at www.obama.org.  
Filings and appeals to prevent construction from starting were denied incl. at District, 7th Circuit and SCOTUS, 
but legal filings continue incl. hearing Nov. 30 at the 7th Court of Appeals on briefs to halt work.  
Work began in earnest August 13-16. Utility work and rolling lane closures continue. Clearing was done very fast 
to the Women’s garden area and eastbound Midway Plaisance, and the area south including the old track and 
field. Almost all trees were removed except some at the south the Foundation says they will attempt to save. 
Replacement plantings are years away and their maturity of 
course further. Wood from the trees will be recycled, many into a 
large variety of objects, some of them artworks. Some trunks and 
roots and soils that are suitable will be used as nurse in the new 
site or a natural area expansion downstate. Lifeform-rich and 
nutrient-rich soils will be stored then mixed into that for the new 
landscaping. Still, it’s a lot of trees- many to most mature. (A fair 
number of tres especially on the north end/ Garden had died and 
been cut down several years ago.) The replacements  will total a 
bit over 1:1 and, they say,  will be each of appropriate caliper and 
staggered as to life expectancy, and more diverse and adaptive. 
And there will be a complete floor to canopy habitat, which was 
not true with the old. A high proportion of trees removed were of 
only three genera—a kind of monoculture. Hardly any were left from the original design and planting after the 
Fair, many had root and other diseases, or were on the short end of their life expectancy especially in light of a 
changing climate. Along the coming roadway changes, and throughout the park where we have lost a large and 
increasing number of trees for a number of reasons, we expect replacement –and a plan for types and proper 
placement including for trees as they further mature and pass. There are several tree inventories to use. The 

site for traffic interruptions, detours etc is https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/traffic-updates. 

  

Enjoying the Park, working for the Park 
Japanese Garden. Our docents continue to offer introductions, handouts, and Japanese arts and games 
weekends in the Garden of the Phoenix weekend afternoons.  
On September 18 the Japanese Arts Foundation and partners held a drama and social trad’l Japanese Fall 
Festival in the Garden-- “Tsukimi Moon Viewing.” Above is an image. The event will be streamed at the start of 
October- for information visit https://japaneseartsfoundation.org. Our page:  https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/. 
And coming soon- Fall Foliage.                      
You can get to Wooded Island and the Garden from the (Music Court) parking lot southeast of MSI (or to go the 
other way to the lot and n end of Bobolink)- walk around the  side of Columbia Basin and along the south wall 
pavilion of MSI. The alt. is parking at the Hayes (63rd) Cornell lot and going n on the Island or e to Bobolink.  
Wooded Island. Watch for a Halloween Eve FLASHLIGHT OWL PROWL at Dusk Walk of Wooded Island 
Saturday October 30 6:30 with Russell R. Heinrichs of Applied Ecological Systems. More info/instructions 
coming. Daytime the Island--and Bobolink Meadow are gorgeous and the trails have been re-chipped.  P6  
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Pictures by/from Louie McCurry 
Views Along the Shore and Beyond- blending and oscillation of old and new 

ACE improved limestone 

platform former beach between 

La Rabida Hospital and South 

Shore Cultural Center. Note the 

old “No Swimming or Diving” 

sign. (Used to be ubiquitous) 

Protective barrier against water 

along the Lakefront Trail so. La 

Rabida Peninsula. Waves can be 

18+ feet and fling boulders. 

 
A fisherman heads around the 

patched historic 1893 bastion 

wall (replicating 15
th
 c.) north 

end of La Rabida Peninsula 
(Promontory Dr.)-- towards new 

harbor breakwater- you can 

walk around bottom of this wall 

to near where replicas of 

Columbus’ ships anchored at the 

Fair and later for several years. 

 

(right)New harbor inlet wave-interrupt breakwater, with rip-rap that 

protects the bastion promenade (from which image taken).  

(right) 59
th
 Marina breakwaters now visible- were at times submerged 

last winter. Water is down 17 inches vs. a year  

ago but still c. 15 inches above datum. 

To Do list- PD and or volunteers 
 
59th underpass-trim back reeds, clean drains, graffiti. 
Areas of LaRabida peninsula beaches that are overgrown. 
Remove graffiti, tire tracks in other areas such as Sky Landing 

Bobolink Meadow (below)- wonderful, but fix trail-edge boards.         

 

   

 

 

   

 

 
Comfort stations- Women’s by 58

th
/bowling green is now under full renovation-we hope washroom will be year-round. 

Iowa- water line repaired, lots of repairs needed. Here, Fran Vandervoort keeps the chess tables clean. We moved some 

hostas from the Women’s Garden area, but serious planting will have to wait for the major Iowa B work. the Peace heads 

(10,000 Ripples) re being washed.           P7  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 
Going, going…. The temporary construction in front of the fieldhouse, Ray Katz’ Red Green Construction, or as 
JPAC informally calls it, Our Diverse Community (or rather 3 communities), was sold by the artist and will be 
removed in October. Funding included that from CPD partner Chicago Sculpture Foundation. Artist’s statement: 
“This sculpture is a tribute to our human experience and a metaphor for an evolutionary experience we all share 
in common, on the human plane and in the transcendent experiences inherent in life’s journey.” 
If there’s a replacement, may it honor the spirit of the previous and call attention to the Fieldhouse. (Fortunately 
the big tree that came down in one of the recent big winds landed at the big flower pot and not on the art.)  
 
Coming, maybe open by the time you see this… the new Robert J. Pickens Track and Field, 63

rd
 /StI northwest corner.  

PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS- UChicago Law School Students clean significant parts of the park 
September 11. Helping Hyde Park Disc Golf and our Pitch In Volunteers clear long-impassible bike and run 
paths, emergency vehicle “roads” adjacent pitches for disc golf, and access to community garden. Thank you. 
It’s amazing how quickly some of these areas get populated with visitors.  
“Gee, what a difference!” Note the disc golf buckets in lower left frame, right side. And, below, park history tour and photo 

op at Statue of the Republic! Other groups over the past month- DePaul, UC Booth, UC Lab and Sept. 24 UC incoming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

  

 

 

 

Far right- UC incoming class September 24 Day of Service.  

One of several groups doing work for many places. 

Thanks, Nicholas D. Currie and team. 

Center- Group from Frontenac co. cleaning run path and disc golf area Oct. 5 

Below- Women’s Comfort Station repairs        

Lower rt- Garden fence so. gate repaired 

after late Sept/early Oct vandalism.  
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October-November calendar   
 
HALLOWEEN EVENTS IN PLANNING- check later 
Halloween Eve FLASHLIGHT OWL PROWL WALK of Wooded Island restoration, Saturday October 30 6:30 with plant 
mgr Russell Heinrichs. North bridge? 
Halloween DOG COSTUME CONTEST AND PROMENADE 
October 31 4:30- Start Iowa Bldg, under Drive to the Point underpass, & back.  
        For CPD’s month-long citywide suite of Halloween events see https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/Halloween.  
 
ONGOING: PITCH IN for the Parks –Tues 9:30. Sats at 11 through October. From  Fieldhouse.  
commissioner751@icloud.com,  reg. at https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.com/volunteer.  
WALK WITH A FUTURE DOC- Sats 9 am Fieldhouse through October—reg. with Parks Foundation/walk. 
 
BOBOLINK  Meadow workdays 2

nd
 Sat. 9-noon (Oct. 9, Nov. 13) south trail entry. https://bobolinkvolunteers.org.  

63
rd

 ST BEACH NAT. AREA- 3
rd

 Sat. 10-noon (Oct. 16, Nov. 19) ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.  
JPAC GEN MTG Tuesday October 12 (due to holiday) 7 pm fieldhouse. garyossewaarde@yahoo.com.  
Some Park District PROGRAMS do not require whole-quarter registration, but do have size limits and COVID 
requirements, especially for drop in. Check at 773-256-0903. FOR GO RUN RACE IN JP- https://cararuns.org.  
Hispanic Heritage Cels include Midway Plaisance Oct. 8 10 am-2.       

Late additions: 

October 8, Friday, 2:30 p.m. Special CPD Board of Commissioners meeting. Virtual-  

https://rebrand.ly/CPD-Live-Special-Board-Meeting-10-8-21. Or  https://youtu.be/iAypmGova24 incl for closed 

caption, or pd website> get involved>attend a board meeting. To speak- closed at 4 pm Oct. 7. 

October 10, Sunday, 9:30 a.m. A different kind of JACKSON PARK TOUR. “The Nature of Magic…Air Element 
A Grand Rising.” This set of tours on 4 Sunday mornings in different parks is a joint enterprise of local park 
partners—in this case JPAC—and Equiticity with support from Eventnoire, Organic Oneness, and Chicago Park 
District. Each tour is themed on one the ancient “elements” (earth, air, fire, and water). JPAC docents will 
participate in parts of the program. Free. Information and Registration: 
https://events.eventnoire.com/e/chi-parks-walking or 
https://events.eventnoire.com/orders/confirmation/615b6c2f-4588-4e8d-9c0f-4a5c0ad1e024/ordered=true.  
Walking tour departs from the fieldhouse by 10 sharp and returns by 11:30.  

October 13, Wednesday, 6 p.m. Renowned scholar of Chicago Parks and park legacies, JULIA BACHRACH  of 
Julia Bachrach Consulting will give a virtual lecture in conjunction with the Chicago Architecture Center and 
Harold Washington Library Center on “THE OLMSTED LEGACY IN CHICAGO”. Free. For information visit  
https://us15.campaign-archive.com/?u=a71f6d85e1076252321321b34&id=7595589b48. Register:  
https://www.architecture.org/programs-events/detail/the-olmsted-legacy-in-chicago/ (If you have problems 
email tickets@architecture.org. Involved also is the Washington Park Camera Club. 
 
This is one of a large number of programs between now and April that will celebrate OLMSTED 200 
(bicentennial of his birth is April 26, 1822.) Includes OPENING OCTOBER 15 AT HAROLD WASHINGTON 
PUBLIC LIBRARY CENTER downtown, “FROM SWAMPS TO PARKS: BUILDING CHICAGO’S PUBLIC 
SPACES.” Featured include the Lakefront and Museum of Science and Industry. There will be multiple lectures 
and tours in conjunction. Olmsted 200 calendar: https://olmsted200.org/join-the-celebration/events. Or 
https://architecture.org.  

(Find walking guide map of Garden of the Phoenix below)       P9 
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WELCOME TO THE GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX 

 

This is a Japanese Stroll Garden, a space for communion with nature in harmonious beauty and contemplation. 

Please respect that purpose by quietly appreciating the peace and serenity it offers. 

1. Please park bikes or strollers here or inside the gate. No dogs are allowed in the garden to protect people, plants &  
birds.** Mark the location of trash and recycling bins across the path. Please picnic outside the garden.  
 

2. The GATE marks the transition from the mundane to the sacred. This gate is a gift from Chicago’s sister city, Osaka. 
The size and quality announce that this is an important garden to the people of Japan and Chicago.  
 

3. The PATH is winding to provide different views, screening some, opening up others. Please stay on the path as the 
plantings, tree roots, grass, and moss can be easily damaged by the many feet that pass through the garden. The 
garden  experience is designed to go clockwise. Turn left. If you have mobility issues, turn right. 
 

4. Stroll gardens integrate into their environments with BORROWED SCENERY like the larger lagoon and the 
Music Court Bridge in the distance. The view serves to remind to broaden our horizons.  
 

5. Evil spirits move in straight lines, so the ZIGZAG STEPPING STONES cause any bad energy following us to fall 
into the water. More importantly, they remind us to slow down and appreciate the garden.  
 

6. STANDING STONES are the most important feature in a Japanese Garden. They are the bones of the earth and 
Study their weathering, veins, color, and lichen. Their message is stability and endurance.  
 

7. The MOON BRIDGE completes a circle when it reflects in still water. A completed circle is perfection. The moon 
bridge is difficult to cross to remind us that the passage between this world and completion/perfection is difficult.  
 

8. ISLANDS in the pond represent the island where the immortals live in perfect happiness. Mortals can’t reach 
perfect happiness, so can’t reach the islands.  
 

9. Water is the gift of life. A WATERFALL is the cycle of nature renewing itself as water rises into the skies, falls, and 
rises again. The falls provide a soothing screen of sound and keep the lagoon healthy by aerating it. The surface of the 
pond is our busy thoughts. The KOI remind us look into our own calm inner waters and endure. 
 

10. Among the rocks, a stone basin with bamboo fountain—a TSUKUBAI—lets us symbolically purify ourselves.   
 

11. In the 1930s, a teahouse stood in the location of the current PAVILION, which echoes a Noh stage.  
 

12. The KASUKA lantern design started at an ancient Shinto shrine surrounded by a cypress forest where wild deer are 
sacred messengers. A deer and a stag are carved into the lantern. The top is shaped like a lotus bud.  
(Note map is not updated in this version- 12 should be approx. where 10 is on map, and 10 between 9 and 11. GO) 
 



13. The RANKEI lantern on the arched column overhangs the water, unifying land and water. The wide hexagonal roof 
is designed to capture snow in winter. The Garden is beautiful in all seasons.  
 

14. SHRUBS are sculpted tor remind us of foothills. Other TREES are sculpted to remind us to weather the storms. 
All of the PLANTS remind us that unifies the energies of earth, water, air, and fire (through the sun).  
COLORS from flowers and autumn leaves shift with the seasons to remind us of the passage of time. 
 

15. The KASUGA lantern may date 1893. The block of concrete is from the Ho-o-Den foundation.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GARDEN (history, features, events, what’s in bloom), check the 
Jackson Park Advisory Council Japanese Garden website: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/.  

 

Japanese Pavilion, Columbian Exposition, 1893 

After the U.S. ended 250 years of Japanese isolation, Japan quickly became an industrial power 

and decided to show its pride in its history, art, and accomplishments at the Columbian 

Exposition. The Ho-o-Den on Wooded Island, based on the Temple of the Phoenix of 1052 

C.E., was an homage to Chicago’s rise from the ashes and a reflection on the meaning of the 

Phoenix in Japanese culture as the harbinger of an era of peace and prosperity. Because it 

interacted in harmony with nature, it was the only pavilion allowed on Wooded Island. It 

changed American architecture and inspired Frank Lloyd Wright. It was a permanent gift. 

Ho-o-Den Restoration, Tea House Added, Stroll Garden Created, 1934 

In 1933, the Palace of Fine Arts was redone in limestone as the Museum of Science and Industry 

and Chicago hosted the Century of Progress. When that fair ended, Japan’s tea house and torii 

gate came to Wooded Island, the Ho-o-Den was restored, and a traditional stroll garden was 

created and placed under the care of Shoji Osato and his family. With the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor in 1941, Shoji Osato was incarcerated with over 120,000 other Japanese and Japanese-

Americans, the Ho-o-Den and gardens abandoned. In 1946 the Ho-o-Den burned.  

Osaka Garden Reborn, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s 

In the 1950s, a Nike missile base was put in Jackson Park, restricting the area. In the 1970s, with the Nike base gone, Wooded 

Island became a nature sanctuary and attention was turned again to the Garden, with help from our Sister City, Osaka Japan.  

The Garden of the Phoenix, 2013 and beyond 

The Garden of the Phoenix Foundation was created to remember the long history of Japanese 

and American presence in Jackson Park. For the 120th anniversary of the Ho-o-Den, 120 cherry 

trees were planted around the Columbian Basin with 50 more in following years, so that Chicago 

could celebrate the renewal of spring with a Cherry Blossom Festival. The Foundation located 

surviving artwork from the Ho-o-Den—the Phoenix Ranma panels that are now in the Art 

Institute of Chicago. And they worked with Yoko Ono to create SkyLanding. 

www.gardenofthephoenix.org    

Skylanding 

Yoko Ono’s sculpture, Skylanding, is her only installation in the United States. The 12 stainless 

steel lotus petals radiate outward from where the center of the Ho-o-Den once stood. The 

yin/yang shape of the berms form the rim of the lotus and lift the viewer toward the sky. They 

define the wings of the Ho-o-Den. Skylanding rises from the ashes of the lost phoenix to heal the 

past. The sky unites the world, and, like the phoenix, the landing brings hope for an era of peace 

and prosperity. www.skylanding.com/welcome/ 

EVENT AND PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY PERMITS ARE REQUIRED.  

https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/permits-rentals/filming-photography 

https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/
http://www.gardenofthephoenix.org/
http://www.skylanding.com/welcome/
https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/permits-rentals/filming-photography

