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Watch for a special notice with announcement of the next JPAC meeting.  
The meeting cannot be held OCT. 10 which is a HOLIDAY and the fieldhouse will be closed) Normall date 

is 2
nd

 Monday 7PM at the fieldhouse,6401 S. Stony Island. . We ask guests to arrive erly  to fill in Membership application 

(if haven’t before) and sign in incl. w. email so we can notify you. All are welcome at our meetings. You become a voting 

member when doing as above and attending your 3
rd

 meeting in prec. 12 months. We observe CPD rules on COVID 

protocols and CPD PAC Guidelines and Codes of Conduct. Pick up agenda, other materials at the meeting..  

           NEWSLETTER CONTENTS 
1      NEXT MEETING, MISSION, LINKS. Directory continues on P2 

2-4   CALENDARS-- EVENTS, WORK/STEWARDSHIP DAYS, PUBLIC MEETINGS and notices p4  

4-8   NEWS/  BUDGET ASKS, TRAFFIC NEW (p5), CONNECTING VIA PARK TRAILS, FACILTIES,  

6-8   DAWID PERF, multimedia/interactive IN PLACE PICTURE YOU PERF. on Wooded Islan  

9-10 AROUND THE PARK, SEPT MTG &-POWERPOINT, SEPT MINUTES & AUG. ATTEND p11 

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson Park through which information regarding 

JP can be shared ; to advise and make recommendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park 

maintenance and other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs; to encourage long-range planning 

for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s programs and facilities at JP; to increase community 

awareness by involving all segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and implementation of 

JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park. 

 Disc G team, Crane in Garden, Iowa B  

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS! 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
Recommended  :https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ 

https://jacksonparkwildflowers.org.   
Construction and traffic updates https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/  
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We send our condolences to Esther Schechter, whose husband, Alan recently 

passed on. Both were strong supporters of Jackson Park, JPAC, and South Shore. 

During long walks they alerted us and the park district to  many issues in the park.  

CALENDARS-BUSY MONTH AHEAD 

1. SPECIAL EVENTS. A- FEATURING JAPANESE GARDEN AND 

WOODED ISLAND.  

GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX and WOODED ISLAND. Sky Landing 

welcomes you. Blooms, special trees & plants, ancient rocks, artifacts, and a 

pavilion dazzle in the Japanese Garden. And follow paths, overlooks thru the 

Wooded Island’s restored habitat and ancient oaks. (Pick up tree ID at Island 

bridges). Weekends through fall, Garden greeters & docents answer your 

questions, and on special days may engage in Japanese arts, activities. Ask 

for annotated map of the Garden. Occasionally, festivals, moon viewings etc.  

are held by Chicago Japanese cultural organizations. And view the 

mending/healing installation by Japanese artist Mami Takahashi, at the 

south end of north (Nancy Hays) bridge & by the Garden.  

TWO SPECTACULAR PERFORMANCE EVENTS WEE HELD SEPT. 17 

AND SEPT 24-25.  READ ABOUT THEM ON P. 6-8.  

WATCH FOR FOREST BATHING HEALTHY WALKS (in development).  

B. SPORTS IN THE PARK 

DISC GOLF play, work schedules hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com 

or tommyinglis@gmail.com. Play Tues. evenings 6450-6600 east of Cornell. 

Workdays select Saturdays.  

This fast growing sport is easy on the body and the ground vs. golf. Jackson 

now has the first complete course- JPAC and HPDG volunteers made it 

themselves. And held the first fully sanctioned tournament.  P2 

OCTOBER 1, SAT.6-8 PM. DISC GOLF-THE JACKSON PARK SPACE 

RACE. GLOW THEMED FAMILY FUN. Learn, compete, party. E. of 6500 

Cornell.     

PICKLEBALL is the fastest growing sport in the country- again we led the 

wa yfor Chicago. Ask about it at the fieldhouse. Courts are north of the 

fieldhouse and inside. Cross your fingers, we may get another. 

LAWN BOWLING weekends into fall. Also croquet. 5800 DLSD 

https://www.facebook.com/lakesidelawnbowling/ 

Jackson Harbor Inlet is one of best local places for salmon catch, incl. 

competitive. Fishing is popular in the park. 

C. CPD PROGRAMS FALL PROGRAMS. Search the Park District 

site or call the fieldhouse 773-256-0903 for classes 9/12-12/11 for kids 

through adults to see what’s still open. Pickleball, ping pong, weights are 

esp. popular for adults. https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/programs-

memberships/fall-2022-programs      

   

NIGHT OUT. Citywide choose from over 1000 free events from movies to 

theatre, music, dance/ dancing. www.nightoutintheparks.com or the My 

CHI  app. FOR KIDS AND YOUTH – My CHI. My Future. App.        P2 
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Ask about vol. contribution (no 
relationship to membsp) Anne 
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CONTACTS President-  

Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
VP spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treasurer) 
milesesq@aol.com  
773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Secretary, 
Newsletter, mail list) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 

garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 

Membership Mary Anton 

antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com  

Stewards: Wooded Island Jerry 

Levy sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  

Bobolink Norm Bell/Gail Parry 

normwbell@gmail.com  

www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  

Columbia B  NancyJoseph  

njoseph2008@aol.com  

63
rd

 Beach NatA  Edw Warden  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  

 

Chicago Park District- 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 

Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 

South Region Mgr. Maya Solis  

312 747 747-7661,  

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton 

demitrice.seaton@ cpd website 

Security 312 747-2193 

Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.o

rg  Our Fiscal agent is the 

Chicago Parks Foundation, 501c3  
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D. OTHERS. CHICAGO PARKS FOUNDATION, https://www.chicagoparksfoundaton.org, 

45 min. Walk with a Future Doc-Alt. Sats at10 at Promontory Point Wallach Fountain, Oct. 1, 15....  

Watch for SESSIONS COMING TO JACKSON PARK THIS FALL.  

October 9 Bank of America Marathon Team ChiParks 

https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/marathon.  Incl. training, perks.   

________________ 

OUR NEIGHBORS HAVE PROGRAMS TOO. PROMONTORY POINT Oct. 16 10:30 cleanup. Activities day  

Oct. 9 11:30 Carvings walk, tour, 1 pm Roman Villareal carving workshop, 1 pm Hoffman clay sculpt 

workshop. https://www.promontorypoint.org. There is always something doing at South Shore Cultural Center.  

 

ENJOY THE MIGRATING MONARCHS AND BIRDS, but beware ticks- cover well and tuck pants into socks.  

Look out for these tree pests now here or in next door states- 2-lined walnut borer (oaks), spotted lantern fly,  

2. DOING DAYS  
PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. Chicago Parks Foundation, which provides supplies. 1+ hr. cleanups/projects 

as you walk and learn about your park. Lately we’ve focused on clearing bike and walking paths especially in 

the southwest part of the park and on playgrounds. 

Tues. 10:30, Sat. 10:30 or11 thr. Oct. Weather- check fieldhouse 773 256-0903 or Louise 773 844-2225. 

Meet at the Fieldhouse. GROUPS MUST PREREGISTER. Indivs. asked to-foundation website/pitch-in (find 

park) then sign the waiver at https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/waiver or on loc. This is our PAC’s main 

regularly scheduled workday program. We welcome partner groups for specials (schools, orgs, corps  

   

BECOME A DOCENT OR GREETER AT GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX. Contact the President.   

B. JACKSON PARK NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.  

Part of the CPD Natural Areas and Nature and Culture management program and their contractors. 

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2ND SATURDAYS, BUT OCT. 15. Check for poss. Nov 12. 9 am-noon. Enjoy and 

keep this treasure-spot ,built by communities and partners, in great shape. Meet at the south end of the 

meadow at the golf driving range parking lot. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmail.com.    

63rd STREET BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD SATURDAYS, Oct. 15, 10 am-noon. There may be 

construction detours (Hayes closed to autos west side of DLSD and underpass there closed) and some 

activities are at LaRabida shore, so contact Edward Warden, ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.    

PUBLIC MEETINGS, SPECIAL GATHERINGS Special notice will be sent for special 

JPAC meetings. JPAC REGULAR MTGS usually 2ND Mondays at 7, fieldhouse. Not in October 2022. 

 

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT. accessibility@chicagoparkdistrict.com or 312-742-4298.  72 hrs in advance 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS GEN 2ND WEDS 11:30 FOSCO PARK. Sign up to speak thru Mon 4 pm.  

 

CPD 2023 BUDGET. See draft: https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/departments/budget-and-

management. Give ideas and feedback.   

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/about-us/departments/budget-and-

management?fbclid=IwAR3hNC7S2UaQfWM5vDzlJ27oLcIE6ZnWNW0g9h_7kNx3FvpZodXDLWm5O3s.  

See JPAC asks on page 4. 

ALSO, TAKE THE SURVEY ON HOW YOU USE YOUR PARK - in the CPD website. 

 

WASHINGTON PARK COMMUNITY and SURR AREA- ENGAGEMENT FORUM –was held 0/28. Watch for 

more? Comments should still be open   

PROMONTORY POINT- Special mtg with Supt. Escareño and PPConservancy Tu. Oct. 18 6PM.          P3 
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OCTOBER 2, 12-3 PM ALL-CITY PARK VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATION DAY CELEBRATION AND 

PARTY, RECOGNITIONS-SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL CENTER, 7059 S. South Shore Drive.  

Register at https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/2022-volunteer-appreciation-day-registration-form. 

 

CPD CODE AMENDMENT open for 45 day comment. Ch 7 Sec C would require a board vote on permits 

for any event w. 10,000 plus per day. https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/code-amendment-notice.  

MIDWAY PLAISANCE EAST PANEL UPAAR REC. PLAN-recreation replacement from / planned next to JP. 

OCTOBER. 6 at 5PM SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL CENTER (MOA Mitigation)  

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects. Questions and comments--- 

The presentation in early May: https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-

public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/9242-20220503-CommunityMeeting2-reduced.pdf  

and https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-

public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/2022/Midway%20Plaisance%20East%20End%20Improvements%2

0Draft%20Plans%20for%20Public%20Review%20-%20July%202022.pdf. Recorded and  posted.  

 

59TH– 60TH ST METRA STATION REHABILITION AND SECTION 106 HISTORIC REVIEW. Watch for 

ongoing consulting party and general meetings. Documents: https://metra.com/59th60th. It’s updated and has 

prev. mtg. check there or in https://metra.com/59th60th#Environmental_Reporting_and_Documentation.      

PLAN FOR INTERPRETIVE MATERIALS FOR JP. Stakeholder sessions, focus groups  (1st was held 8/3), 

interviews, public meetings are being organized under a team incl. SOM with local firms Site Design and Civic 

Projects. Share your ideas of ways to show park history and the many ways neighbors/neighborhoods have P4 

used and want to remember and use the Park. This is a Section 106 MOA mitigation, another of which requires 

assessment for restoration of the Statue of the Republic. The Chicago Monuments Commission report just 

released calls for textual revision for this statue, either physical or via online app. It will be interesting to see 

how all of these mesh. INFORMATION UPDATE OCTOBER 6 AT 5PM SO SHORE CULTURAL CENTER.  

NEWS, THOUGHTS, RETROSPECTIVES OF A BUSY MONTH  

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC www.jacksonparkimprovements.org latest 

news, maps, sign up for newsletter, leave comments/complaints. UNDER WAY: STONY I 59th to 65th DLSD 

57th to Hayes.  59, 63rd UNDERPASSES closed. NEW STARTING OCT. 3 for new underpass prep--HAYES 

CLOSED ST I TO DLSD 3 weeks (but Stony to Cornell long term) and temp. CORNELL LANE REDUCTIONS 

n and s of Hayes. Use Richards for internal park destinations like golf and dr. range, signalized detour for nb 

Stony to Midway, 57th and DLSD. 

 JPAC PARK BUDGET ASKS Jeffery-67th playground safety/sec lighting (this could be repair or upgrade).  

A special needs fieldhouse rec. leader. Benches as needed at Bobolink, WI/Garden. Practical and sensitive 

security measures for Wooded I and Garden.           

CONNECTING NEIGHBORHOODS THROUGH PARKS Trails, amenities,destinations 
Much of our Pitch-In work the past 2 months has been to reopen long overgrown bike and walking paths, 

especially in the southwest part of the park. These paths have been obstacles rather than facilitators to people 

entering and enjoying the park or shortcutting, say between South Shore and Woodlawn which in some ways 

seem cut off from the park by heavily trafficked roads and fences. As soon as a path was opened, people could 

be seen walking, biking, or dog-walking them. Resurfacing the paths themselves would help even more. 

So does an appropriate set of destinations and accommodations/ resting stations including benches along 

trails and roads. The new disc golf course and improved community garden in the southwest sector are two of 

these. Further east along 67th are two playgrounds with little libraries. That at Jeffery Dr. needs lighting to 

deter the violence et al.- this will a budget ask. At the northwest corner of the park are two playgrounds that 

have recently had play equipment repaired, been resurfaced with chips, plus overgrowth trimmed back      P4 
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there and along paths leading to them. Thank you to the Park District staff led by Robert Arlow and to our Pitch 

In crews. More benches and bathrooms that are open longer in the year and weatherproofed in various parts   

of the park would also help people get around and the park and neighborhoods weave more into each other. 

On the northeast corner, work continues on two such attractors and way stations, the Iowa Building and the 

Women’s Comfort Station providing more destinations and rest stops.  

Crosspark trail. CDOT is rebuilding the 59th DLSD underpass that regularly flooded and has other problems- 

This is a key access across the park from the Lakefront to the Meadow, lagoons and Wooded Island via 

Darrow Bridge, and over to the future Obama Center and the Midway to Washington Park. A long stretch of 

bike/walking trail has just been rebuilt through the Midway.  

Missing in action is Darrow Bridge. More than a missing link, it has become dangerous, with people tearing 

down fences and even whole families climbing along the edges and potentially falling into the lagoons. We 

need to work together to make sure its security then restoration and reopening are given the highest possible 

priority, cooperation between agencies, and will to get it done. We and many others have inquired and begged 

CDOT regularly for this. Perhaps the public needs to reach out to movers. More widely and more directly. We 

do not have a clear response on when the Section 106 Historic Review will be completed- maybe this year. At 

least some consulting parties have received inquiries or communications about it. The design work has been 

paid for, and the funding has been set aside we are assured. The actual design on such projects is often done 

up to a percentage until approvals and certain permits are approved. A generalized timetable has been shared.  

KEEP BEING EYES ON THE PARK. Staff and funds are stretched—there are no regularized park rounds. 

A shout out to Tommy Inglis, who was interviewed about the disc golf course on WBEZ. Tommy and 

colleagues are putting together a family disc golf play and party event, SPACE RACE Sat., October 1 at 6 pm.  

            

PICKLEBALL courts. The Park District has announced it will be setting up 50 more citywide. There are 

now 80 in 40 parks for this fastest-growing sport in America, and is seeking suggestions as to where. JPAC 

has asked upgrading those in the old tennis courts north of the fieldhouse (which has all-season washrooms). 

Find on the CPD website how to submit ideas for courts in various parks.      

TEEN CLUB HAS BEEN RAMPED UP. Spread the word to families. The group organizes fun and learning 

events, takes field trips, learns conservation tasks, and visits various parts of the park including the Japanese 

Garden. It’s part of the effort to provide a safe and productive place for teens, in addition to the junior counselor 

program. From c. 13 it is hard interest kids in “going to the fieldhouse” unless it is friends or teams playing 

sports in the gym. Other obstacles are competition with school or church afterschool activities, that  CPD |P5 

and that CPS etc. do not coordinate times or provide transportation, some kids feel the walk is unsafe . There 

is much organized activity by school teams in the Track and Field and other fields. So the classes and camps 

are mostly for younger kids and stress homework help and a seasonal rotation of sports focused on fitness and 

teamwork and to holding on to the most interested and able to become teacher/counselors- by age 16 they can 

be paid and then guided toward jobs in the park district or similar. Many join sports groups such as golf that 

lead to college scholarships. The classes for the kids up to 13 have been full since the pandemic.   

IOWA BUILDING. Permits are issued for water, concrete, and roof work, so restoration and accessibility work 

should accelerate. Preliminary work began August 8 (and also at the Women’s Comfort Station, now almost 

done). Iowa work is under a state capital grant. Temporary fencing is placed to protect trees as well as people. 

By early September demo work included the old chimney and concrete flooring. JPAC, and many others have 

long sought restoration of the picturesque “Iowa” comfort station, built by the WPA in the 1930s to replace the 

remains of one of the first structures in the park (repurposed for the World’s Fair with a temporary addition for 

the Iowa state pavilion). The building was removed because an intersection was proposed for the new Lake 

Shore Drive with the MSI circle drive/57th Drive. The new, relocated structure was a picnicking courtyard built 

of with great care and elegance of blocks of dolostone (limestone-like rock) from Lannon, WI. It included a 

fountain and since removed statue and was surrounded east, south, and west by a flagstone terrace. On the 

north side were bathrooms (quite fancy) and a concession kitchen. In the early years the building was     P5 



popular for picnics, parties and dances and later held many park district classes and summer activities. Later, 

beach pavilions across the street drew patrons away, and there was considerable vandalism, questionable 

uses, P5 drainage issues, and neglect.. Improvements over the past 2-3 years are mulch paths, chess tables 

and the temporary installation Peace sculptures. For the past few years, JPAC has held its annual July picnic 

at the Iowa Building. We’ve worked to keep the locale clean.  . 

The Park District and others such a class from the of the Art Institute with ideas. Preliminary designs were 

presented this year by CPD. Ideas and expectations from the public varied widely from simple repairs and 

restorations to expensive remakes or expansion. The general consensus was that it serve as an open, ADA  

picnic area with public conveniences and concession (latter not promised). We expect the work will proceed 

and be completed by late fall. Links and if possible renderings will be posted.  

 

ANGEL BAT DAWID WOWS, PICTURE YOU WITH HELEN HSIAO COMES TO THE 

GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX AND WOODED ISLAND. Docent program essential.  
Docents continued to welcome and inform, often hundreds (1450 9/24, 800 9/25) of visitors and also family 

parties – weddings, debutante coming of age events, and family photo opps. Thank you including to our 

newest docent, Jessica Musselwhite. The pavilion/tea house is particularly popular for meditation groups, 

school classes and our teen club. Japanese American cultural organization have held festivals including  

Bondori. In fall, Japanese celebrate.watching the maple leaves turn red and orange (momijigari).  

SEPTEMBER 17 COMPOSER AND PREFORMER ANGEL BAT DAWID wowed with a peace–themed 

multi-media concert at the Sky Landing sculpture. President McCurry writes, “This was a wonderful Soul 

Japanese Fusion Concert in tribute to Yoko Ono and Sky Landing this afternoon. It truly made Jackson Park 

Proud!” Sponsored by the Chicago Humanities Festival and Night Out in the Parks.  

Dawid and ensemble performed PEACE SUITE, commissioned by the Art Institute of Chicago. Dawid is 

a Black American composer, improviser, clarinetist, pianist, educator, and DJ. Welcome to our diverse park. 
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SEPTEMER 24 AND 25 FEATURED a free multi-media, interactive performance on Wooded Island,  

IN PLACE: DRAWING YOU OUTSIDE led by Hyde Park-based dance artist HELEN HSIAO and South 

Loop based visual artist CHRISTINE FORNI. Presented by DCASE and CPD Nature and Culture. 

The program featured music and dancing, and guests drawing and writing with charcoal their impressions 

thereof and of the island and its habitat as they progressed from the south bridge of Wooded Island along 

paths to Sky Landing sculpture and into the Garden of the Phoenix. Some of the drawings were shared, others 

will, permission, be exhibited at an open house October 10 at Mana Contemporary gallery, 2333 S Throop. 

Pre-publicity said, “During each day's free, two-hour performance, witness participants experience art and nature on 

Jackson Park's Wooded Island through explorations by Hyde Park dance artist Irene Hsiao and South Loop visual artist 

Christine Forni. Beginning on the South Bridge entrance, Christine guides the audience to draw and write about their 

experiences using handmade charcoal as she leads them through the wooded trails exploring the sounds, the smells, and 

to see how light interacts and moves through nature. Along the walk, at Yoko Ono’s Skylanding sculpture, and in the 

Garden of the Phoenix, the audience will discover natural beauty, the public art permanently installed on the Island, and 

ephemeral performances created by Irene, dancers Helen Lee, Amanda Maraist, Wannapa P-Eubanks, and Darling 

"Shear" Squire, and musicians Menghua Guan, Olula Negre, and Scott Rubin.  

“Together performers and participants will activate the Wooded Island through collective and collaborative artmaking. 

Each day's performance will end with participants and performers sharing their work with one another.” 
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AROUND THE PARK. Dragon boat racing is the fastest growing team sport in the nation. This year’s at the 

Jackson Outer harbor was rained out, but should return next fall. Meanwhile the 5th Ward Senior Day at the 

Harbor. the 600M and the Half-Marathon went off fine. 

 

IF YOU COULD GET A BIRD’S EYE VIEW of the OBAMA CENTER SITE, what would you see? One of our 

members Jay Franke can do just that –you’ll have to ask him how. As of mid-September, within the fenced 

perimeter there are 3 huge cranes and a boom, vast amounts of equipment and supplies squeezed in and 

around the large hole with special walls. Emerging from above ground level is a elevator core and more 

elements. The upper deck of the parking garage nears completion. Cement and other trucks are carefully 

marshaled to minimize trucks on streets, and the workforce is also carefully marshaled as a 7 day operation.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO JPAC PRESIDENT LOUISE MCCURRY, whose service to the park and 

community was celebrated in an honorary resolution Introduced to Chicago City Council by Alderman Leslie A. 

Hairston, who will retire at the end of her 6th term in 2023. The Resolution recitals named improvements     P8 

 

 

 

 

 

 



in the Park over the Alderman’s tenure, many of which were initiated or supported by the alderman and or 

JPAC leadership. The Resolution was adopted September 21, 2022.   

WORK GROUPS continued to come to the park in September. A group from the UC Law School cleared 
tennis court areas and paths by the fieldhouse. Soon after, seniors came over to visit from across the street. 
They said they were coming back to bike and run. UC orientation freshmen groups were also scheduled. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
JPAC MEETINGS, ATTENDANCES 
AT OUR SEPTEMBER MEETING attention focused on need to hear from the PD its intentions and 

plans re: the Framework Plan and the golf proposal. Separately noted were numerous repair or budget need 
issues and what should be the character and focus of JPAC action. 
 
THE MEETING FEATURED A POWERPOINT PRESENTATION OF RECENT PARK HAPPENINGS AND 

CONDITIONS put together by Don McGruder from pictures by Louise McCurry and narrated by Louise.  

Some of the frames follow here. Draft inutes of the September meeting follow     P9 
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   September 10, 2022 Jackson Park Advisory Council Minutes  

President Louise McCurry called to order at 7 p.m. in the JP fieldhouse gym with a quorum of xx voting members and 
total attendance of xx including non-voting guests and Park District representation.  Agenda and August minutes and 
attendance were distributed. New members were welcomed. Thanks to Don McGruder for managing amplification.  
 
Presentations and reports  

 Park Volunteers. Thanks was given to individuals and organizations for amazing work in the park over the past 2 
months. The scope was illustrated in a PowerPoint presentation organized by D. McGruder: 

 Noted activity included ongoing Iowa Building repairs, documentation of current conditions of the Darrow 
Bridge, Pitch In for the Parks clearing/reopening overgrown trails, working in the community garden.  

 Wooded Island. Apprentice Steward Joy Bailey described Jerry Levy’s course in tree ID and care. Upcoming work 
sessions start Saturday, September 17 and ongoing 3rd Saturdays. More volunteers were solicited. 

 Irene Hsiao invited members to attend “In Place: Drawing You Outside,” a multimedia drawing and dance walk 
from the Wooded Island south bridge to the Garden September 24 and 25 4 pm.  
Other upcoming events are Angel Bat Dawid’s dance program at Sky Landing Sept. 17 afternoon and Hyde Park 
Disc Golf’s family Space Race October 1 6 pm, Park District budget hearing Sept. 21 5:30 at Fosco Park (items can 
be submitted online also), and the Volunteer Appreciation Day October 2 at South Shore Cultural Center. 

 
Ongoing Park Needs. President led discussion on of ongoing park needs and how JPAC members can stay involved. 
On a regular basis, volunteers are needed for “Pitch In” tasks on Tuesdays at 9:30 and Saturdays at 11, Bobolink 
Meadow usually 2nd Saturdays  and Wooded Island 3rd Saturdays. Louise underlined the importance of all members 
reporting poor or unsafe conditions or vandalism they come upon, documenting these with pictures when possible. 
Members brought up examples of dangerous shoreline erosion, the shortage of lifeguards, conditions of and up to 
date special needs equipment for playgrounds, condition of trails by construction, completion of cross park trails, 
need for information on the future of certain courts and amenities, President said volunteer teams report problems 
directly to 311 (tracked) and CPD or CDOT (dept numbers/comment forms are online) and can be aggregated.  
 
CPD Camp and Fieldhouse news. Supervisor Bobbie Beckam reported on summer and fall classes, noting that sign 
up is at a record, but manageable level (160 summer, 300 fall), and said which are most popular. He thanked staff 
and senior and junior (ages 13-16) counselors for all the work that makes programs possible, and noted additional 
staff may be added. Beckam answered many questions about the scope of the programs, marketing/outreach, and 
challenges. Chair mentioned prospects for upgraded pickleball courts north of the fieldhouse.  

 
People in the Park. Clara Raubertas read a statement regarding Park District transparency and communications as they 
relate to informing the public on intent regarding the Tiger Woods golf proposal and any contracts regarding that 
proposal. The statement was ruled out of order because it was not in the form of a motion nor a request for information 
but a critique of PD governance in public communications, outside the scope of the PAC. An appeal of the ruling died for 
lack of a second. The meeting became disorderly with simultaneous and sometimes loud talking by an estimated 12-14 
individuals, some of whom stood and moved about, making it impossible to proceed on this or other business. Park 
District personnel evaluated the situation as a safety risk and ended the meeting without adjournment. 
The next meeting will be announced [TBA]. (The fieldhouse is closed October 10, which is a holiday.) 
 
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary 

 
AUGUST ATTENDANCE.   E.Adams, M.Anton, B.Beckam (CPD), S.Bibbs, S.Cason, T.Cason, A.DeBonnett, D.DeVaughn, 
G.Gooden, M.Hopkins, M.Isoda, D.Jasper, D.Johnson, S.Johnson, R.Kaufman, S.Lane, F.Lee, S.Lewis, M.Lipinski, 
B.Maniates, L.McCurry, C.Miller, M.Monaghan, J.Musselwhite, B.Nelms, K.Newman, G.Ossewaarde, M.Ralph, E.Rogers,  
L.Ross, E.Schechter, A.Schwab, KT.Silverman, M.Silverman, G.Stone, F.Vandervoort.    P11 


