
 

 

 J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER OCTOBER  2020 Vol. 27 No. 8  

NATURE-HISTORY-RECREATION   JACKSON PARK- CARED FOR BY JPAC, NEIGHBORS 

 

       

 

 

 

p1-4 NEWS/ANNOUNCEMENTS;  P2,3 SEPT. MINUTES 

+DWIGHT POWELL TESTIMONIALS  

JPAC Meeting Mon. OCT 12 6pm. AT 

Iowa Building c1750 E. 56
th

 St.  
Agenda: Reg. bus., reports, park budget, post-pandemic planning, 

 

News and Announcements 
 

PITCH IN for the PARKS WORKDAYS have drawn large vol. orgs as 

well as JPAC members and park users and neighbors 

Tell us your ideas of what activities for the park can flow into or 

grow out of these workdays.  

Schedule: Citywide end early October, but for JPAC continue except 

inclement weather and holidays (Oct. 12…)  

MONDAY at 10 and SATURDAY at 11:30, but contact 

Louise McCurry about additional or rain days. Preferred thr. Oct.3: 

sign up and sign waivers in the Pitch In for the Parks portal in 

www.chicagoparksfoundation.org. Masks, distancing required.>>>> 

 

Natural Area work- check with Jerry and Norm per left column.  

PARK UPKEEP IS RESPONDER WORK  
September 14 the Chicago Tribune published a fine article by Heidi 

Stevens about the work of our volunteers and particularly President 

Louise McCurry.  Louise is a nurse and nursing teacher—and a youth 

soccer leader- in addition to her work as PAC leader and parks maven.  

Stevens points out that outdoors-starved Chicagoans have taken to the 

parks in rare numbers for physical and mental wellness, fun, and social 

involvement. They don’t always pick up after themselves--not us, of 

course… Parks in turn serve on the environmental frontline. EACH CAN 

PICK UP SOME TRASH- HELP THE PARKS SO THEY CAN HELP US. 
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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 37th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I 

 
BOARD elected 12/09/19 

Louise McCurry, President  
Anne Marie Miles, VP, inter Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
GIVING- DUES /SPECIAL CONTR 
REC. REG DUES $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649 or 
Gary Ossewaarde,1765 E. 55

th
 B6 

Chicago, IL 60615 
  
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
Anne Marie Miles (VP, act. treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com  
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.co
m 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  Cdr 312-448-3793 
 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 

 above with /events for calendar 
FACEBOOK. https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ We do Twitter 

Jackson Park in Your Pocket mobile app- From our website, or 

download the apps.—Take the virtual tours 
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An example of what we can do collaboratively is rectification of major abuse including parking, trash, and 

“activity” in the Music Court area and at Field and Track. Thanks, volunteers, police, Mus. Shores Yacht Club.  

New signs helped. Another- see P4.////  We’ve been asked to pass along- dog owners- be responsible.  

 

Fall classes/camps are in session for various ages  
Check the CPD website programs or call fieldhouse 773-256-0903. Those for adults include a wide range 

of sports and fitness including pickleball and ping pong and walking club. Note that most are taught outdoors. 

Night Out in the Parks and Night Out at Home programs-- visit Park District site or My Chi Parks app 

Budget planning time: CPD faces a $32M deficit this year and more ongoing- yet  

vows (and we agree) facilities, programming can’t slip. Check CPD website for virtual 

hearings. This year JPAC submitted medium sized capital items such repaving tennis and other courts—in 

high demand and for which park users have been asking, plus class/program ideas given to us. Also, we are 

seeking a plaque in honor of Dwight Powell, for which JPAC will start a fund drive to contribute our share.   

GOOD NEWS: HARBOR inlet wave barriers permits approved. City and CPD harbor + studies funded.  

We’re meeting again. After 5 months we met again in September. The October meeting will be in 

person following the rules, at the Iowa Building. At present PAC meetings cannot be held in park fieldhouses, 

and these close at 5 p.m. plus October 12 is a holiday. We are learning Zoom for future meetings. 

JPAC is lagging in dues and donations this year (last year we had non-recurring blessings). At the 

same time, due to the pandemic, expenditures including for programs and for kids camp needs have been low 

and in some cases organizations have stepped in. A high proportion of our help opportunities occur in fall and 

winter, including holidays beloved by kids. Also, we wish to keep our account above the level that incurs fees 

and we need to get a head start on next year. So, we ask that if you can help, please step up.  Thank you to Al 

Debonnett for a generous gift in September. SEE FRONT PAGE LEFT COLUMN ON HOW TO GIVE. 

Minutes of the September 14 2020 JPAC general meeting 
A celebration of the life of Dwight Powell 

September 14 JPAC met on the 2nd Monday but at 6 p.m., in the Japanese Garden, convened by President 

Louise McCurry. A quorum of qualified members was present and a total of 21. Agenda was distributed. 

Shared was a Tribune article by Heidi Stevens celebrating Louise and JPAC volunteers.  

Revised minutes of the most recent meeting (March), pre-sent with the Newsletter, were accepted.  

Most of the meeting was taken up with celebration of the life Dwight E. Powell, JPAC Treasurer for the past 

dozen years, who passed away at the start of April this year, and reflection on the multifaceted ways he 

advanced the interests of the park and its users. (An Obituary prepared by cousin and JPAC member Zelia 

Stevens is attached.) Dwight loved the Japanese Garden. Members and guests, including South Shore 

Cultural Center Director Andrea Adams were given bouquets to throw in the water and gave remembrances, 

progressing among vista overlooks in the Garden and beyond—the tea temple, the lily and koi pond, view to 

Museum of Science and Industry and the Music (“Blues Brothers”) bridge, the waterfall, then out to Yoko Ono’s 

Sky Landing sculpture and over to the Gary Keenan tree sculpture, “Transformation.” (Testimonials in the 

words given are attached below.)  

Especially noted was Dwight’s work engaging and mentoring with youth and children in the park, schools and 

colleges, and community. He worked to bring youth programs into our park and youth into the programs 

ranging from swimming and sailing to golf caddying to playgrounds. Also commended were  his marshalling of 

volunteers for shopping trips and preparation of treats for the day-camps, mustering of donors; diligent work as 

treasurer and in keeping our meetings on time and on target (“wrap it up!”). He worked to bring music 

programs into the parks, not limited to jazz at South Shore Cultural Center. He supported park improvements 

and participated in upkeep activities and park inspection tours. He was always interested in equity for people 

and communities and in history. He greatly appreciated the legacy of Frederick Douglass whom he P2   

 



discoursed upon for our App, “Jackson Park in Your Pocket”.     

Al Debonnett moved, 2nd Erin Adams, and JPAC approved to pursue a park plaque memorial for Dwight.    

Especially appreciated was Andy Carter at Sky Landing leading us on guitar in “This Little Light of Mine” with 

alternate lyrics in honor of Dwight and, at the Transformation sculpture leading in “We Shall Overcome.”    

   

Interim Treasurer Anne Marie Miles reported our bank balance remains $4,182.21, with no transactions. 

Al Debonnett moved with 2nd that JPAC authorize the President to sign the Federal Review Memorandum of 

Agreement. Approved on voice vote of a quorum with one dissent.        

The meeting was adjourned 7:30 p.m. Next mtg. Oct. 12. Submitted by Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary 
___________________________________________________ 

Following is some of the testimony for Dwight. Powell at the meeting 

Andrea Adams: “I lived on Dwight’s block — it was his block, because he was in charge.” (He rode his bike 

daily to the Cultural Center to lose weight:) “He would stop — this was 7:30 in the morning — and he would 

talk to every single kid: ‘What are you doing? What do you wanna do?’ He was Mr. Dwight to them. They all 

loved him, and we all loved him back.”  
Mary Anton: “I always felt when Dwight was in a meeting that we were in his living room, because at a 

meeting it was like, ‘Is there enough food? Are there enough chairs? Can you hear what’s going on?...If he 

didn’t know you, by the end of the meeting he knew you and you knew him. He was kind of like the master of 

ceremonies.” 

Louise McCurry: “We used to have children here for back to school, and we would do a walk through of the 

Japanese Garden and talk to kids about what was important about history… “Dwight was not patient. He said, 

‘You’re here to learn something, you need to learn it.’ This was a place where you could see beauty, the lily 

pads, you could see the Blues Brothers.” (Dwight worked to get a sculpture in front of the fieldhouse.) “It took 

us almost five years to make it happen. Dwight would go to every single meeting saying, ‘We deserve better 

than this, and we deserve better than this,’ ” she said. “Dwight understood that things don’t happen fast on the 

South Side, that you have to work at it.” “Dwight always knew somebody who knew somebody who could get 

us a cheaper deal” 

Gary Ossewaarde said Dwight hustled for funds: “He’d go to the doctor, and have the doctor write a $100 

check to JPAC…He worked for recognition and equity- parks, communities, South Side, African-Americans.” 

Al Debonnett: “I would recommend everyone, especially in the times that we live in, that we embrace one 

another and let them know we love them, because tomorrow’s not promised. I’ve lost four or five of my family 

members and friends, so it is never too late, and never a bad time to embrace and share.”   

The following was read at the September 14, 2020  JPAC meeting. By Zelia Stevens: 
Dwight Edward Powell - Born: 2/16/48  Died  4/   /20 

Attended Hirsch High School, Roosevelt University, U of IL., & Loyola U & U of Chicago for post-graduate. 

Married to:  Marsandra Powell, 2 sons, Ryan & Aaron Powell. 

Dwight was a social worker, taught at Chicago State University in the dept. of Geography, Sociology, 

Economics, and Anthropology.  His specific focus was crisis intervention. Dwight had a passion for helping 

youth in the community. He was employed at CPS (Chicago Public Schools), as a Licensed Clinical Social 

Worker for 10 years. He sat on the board of directors and also worked at specialized assistance services 

counseling the drug-addicted clients for 10 years.  

Dwight received many honors, achievement awards and certificates: "Who's Who in the Midwest, Catholic 

Charities, Heart to Heart Program, Parkside Lodge of DuPage, U of Chicago Clinical Counselor Program, IL. 

Star Net, and the American Healthcare Institute to name a few. 

Dwight guided and counseled many young men into adulthood and learning & showed tough love in the Dwight 

way. He had his own private practice at 507 E. 75th St. and in his home. 

He was a member of Apostolic Church of God and taught Apostolic Sunday Morning Bible Study for 10 years.  

He was a member and treasurer of the Jackson Park Advisory Council. Dwight wore many hats and had 

numerous titles. He was affectionately known as Dr. Powell, Professor Powell, Mr. Powell & Chef Powell (his 

specialty was barbeque king and sweet potato pies.) Dwight devoted his life to helping others professionally, 

spiritually and personally. He will truly be missed!  ________________ (End of 9/14 mtg. material)  P3 



 

Report from the park front  Louise McCurry reports on one of many workdays, Sept. 26 

 
Today Shannon Carroll’s African American Heritage team  picked up the left behind glass bottles, plastic bags, 

fast food, and cans from the many Jackson Park revelers of this week. This summer we have had Scouts, 

college students, high school groups, community organizations, Obama Foundation members, other PACS 

around the city and community groups. We are grateful for and needed  everyone’s service   

Jackson Park’s historic African  American Jackson Park Golf Association registered community members to 

vote and filled out their 2020 Census so our community members are counted.  

We took the Golden Lady Hill!!!  Today We celebrate clearing trash from all the blocks around the Golden 

Lady. We filled 10 dumpsters or 50 bags of left behind food, cans, glass bottles, and plastic bags. Picnicking in 

the park has replaced eating out during the Covid Pandemic. Hubcaps, tires, signs were too big for bags and 

required rolling the dumpsters with us.  

(Also happening today)-  

AYSO masked and social distanced community soccer players and youth HS Baseball players filled the 

Jackson playing fields while 9-11 year old  First Tee players learned new golf skills at the adjacent driving 

range. And Youth tennis games were happening on the adjacent courts  

NAMI youth Kayakers cleaned the bottles, cans and bags out of the Lagoons. This group has been cleaning 

the lagoons for past two years. So much Positive activity for our kids in Jackson Park!   

 

We are a diverse and active Jackson Park network dedicated to enriching our children and empowering our 

adults and revitalizing our park communities.  It was an awesome day in the park for our Jackson Park 

community.  

_____________________________ 

And Hyde Park Jazz Festival comes to Jackson Park Sunday September 27 

For 2020, the Hyde Park Jazz Festival (http://www.hydeparkjazzfestival.org) split the difference between 

streaming and in-person and expanded its venues and communities, with activities from Bronzeville, Kenwood, 

Hyde Park and  southward and eastward while focusing on Chicago’s and especially the South Side’s stars 

and up-and-comers. Saturday’s programs were streamed, mostly from the Logan Center, but for Sunday the 

public was invited to attend live performances at portable stages and local outdoor spots from near homes to 

major institutions. Masking and distancing rules apply. 

  

These two were scheduled for Jackson Park: 

1:30 at the IOWA BLDG—Ken Vandermark and Damon Locks 

4:00 57th /Lake Sh Dr Underpass—Thaddeus Tukes and Mike Frazier (Thad was our piano teacher in the 

park in previous years) 

Nearby: 2:30 Burnham Pk just north of Jackson across from Promontory Apartments 5530 S Shore Dr-  

Katie Ernest and Greg Artry 

2:30 lawn of the Stony Island Arts Bank 6760 S. Stony Island – the Victor Garcia Quartet      P4 

 

 

 

http://www.hydeparkjazzfestival.org/

