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THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for …users of Jackson 

Park; to advise and make recommendations to the Chicago Park District on 

park improvements and programs (and create/ ensure programs); to 

encourage long-range planning; promote community use of park & program 

& participation in planning, and seek alternative funding. 

Won’t you join JPAC as a financially paying member/friend? 

Contact Anne Marie Miles, milesesq@aol.com  incl. Re: forms. 

Send check made out to JPAC to JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles,  

6746 S. Bennett, Chicago, IL 60649.  

  

 

JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38th YEAR! 

JPAC in normal times meets 
monthly 2nd Mondays at 7 at JP 
Field House, 6401 S. Stony I,  
Sep 13, Oct 12, Nov 8 Dec 13       
BOARD  
Louise McCurry, President  
Spencer Bibbs, VP 
Anne Marie Miles, Treas.  
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and 
Newsletter editor 
 
VOL GIVING/SPECIAL CONTR 
Standard sug. membership $35 
Send check made to JPAC to  
JPAC c/o Anne Marie Miles 
6746 S. Bennett, Chic IL 60649  
 
CONTACTS 
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225  
commissioner751@icloud.com  
spencer_bibbs@yahoo.com  
Anne Marie Miles (Treas.) 
milesesq@aol.com 773-726-4259 
Gary Ossewaarde (Sec., mtgs., 
Newsletter, mail/membership) 
1765 E. 55

th
 St. B6 Chicago, IL 

60615. 773 947-9541 
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com 
 

Stewards: Jerry Levy (Wooded I  

sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com  
Norm Bell/Gail Parry (Bobolink) 
normwbell@gmail.com  
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org  
Nancy Joseph (Columbia Basin) 
njoseph2008@aol.com  
Ed Warden (63

rd
 beach nat area)  

ewarden@sheddaquarium.org  
 
Chicago Park District- 
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com 
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:  
Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903 
Region Mgr. Maya Solis  
312 747 747-7661,  
Area Mgr. Farah Tunks 
(Farah.Tunks@chicagoparkdistrict.c
om 773 324-0450.  

Security 312 747-2193 
Lkft  attn Tom 312-448-3793 
 
 
 

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org 
 (find calendar in /events. Follow our FACEBOOK page. 

https://facebook.com/JacksonParkAdvisoryCouncil/ Twitter uses the same handle. 
https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/ Con/traffic https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/ 
To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com  
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Minutes of the August 9 2021 Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting 

President Louise McCurry convened the meeting at 7 p.m. in the fieldhouse gym, due to inclement weather. The 
meeting was abbreviated due to fieldhouse staffing hours. A quorum of voting members (9) plus other regulars 
and new guests were present, total 13. Attendance is appended. 
  
Minutes of the July 2021 minutes were accepted as sent.  
Treasurer Anne Marie Miles reported the July balance as $4,912.91. There have been only a few, small 
transactions in recent months, and few have paid their dues or given contributions. Anne Marie recited from her 
mid-2021 report, which is now in our binder in the fieldhouse. Members have asked to form a fundraising 
committee to set goals and means.  

Fieldhouse and Recreation. Louise reported for CPD staff. 60 kids in summer daycamp are being kept busy, 
including learning disc golf, having had their own tournament last week. They also competed citywide in various 
sports, and 4 kids competed in the Fastest Kid citywide competition at the new Gately Field, way south.  

Disc Golf Exposition. Louise reported. The Expo opened this afternoon at the fieldhouse and included a tour of 
the demonstration 9-hole (basket) pitch southwest of the fieldhouse across Cornell. Representing CPD were 
COO Pat Levar, Community Manager Maria Stone, Supervisor Bobbie Beckam. Also present: State Sen. Robert 
Peters and State Rep. Emerita Barbara Flynn Currie. PAC members Gary, Trish, Jay, Spencer, Tommy, Andy, 
Pat and others and pro stars and organizers from the national, IL and Chicago disc golf organizations and Hyde 
Park Disc Golf. Demonstration throws were made. At 3 p.m., the temporary tournament course east of 
63rd/Hayes (soccer fields and beyond) was dedicated and games and clinics held with up to 100 people. There 
were booths, food etc. Free games and clinics for various specialties and clubs will be held 5-7 succeeding 
nights. The big tournament (South Side Glide) will be held Saturday 10-5 (watch and mingle- the playing spots 
are full) and programs for beginners Sunday. Many were responsible for bringing this new opportunity to 
Chicago and the South Side. Louise especially thanked the many groups including corporate GreenTeams 
under the Parks Foundation, and individuals who helped clear/chip the 9-hole and the emergency road and the 
bike trial it adjoins to make this part of the park useful to all. The Jackson Golf Course managers also 
cooperated. There is more to be done. And help is needed at the tournament Saturday. 

More Help needed: Clean up help is needed Tuesday 9:30 (meet at the fieldhouse) and Saturday at the 
tournament. Also join Pitch In August 17 at 9:30 fieldhouse to chip paths and remove invasives on Wooded 
Island. There Is a workday with Milhouse Charities on August 28 11 at the fieldhouse  (Pitch Ins are Tues at 
9:30, Sat. at 11 from Aug 17>.) Other work. Gary Ossewaarde reported for Norm Bell that there will not be a 
Bobolink Workday August 14, but groups are coming to work with regulars September 1 and 2 (a.m.?), and 
there will be a regular workday September11 at 9. (Information is in https://bobolinkvolunteers.org.)  
63rd St. Beach Natural Area has workdays 3rd Saturdays at 10. Edward: ewarden@sheddquarium.org.  
Louise’s log of recent work activities was printed with the agenda and is attached below the minutes.  

Barry Rapoport showed a laminated blowup of a drawing (also published in Christopher Reed’s “All the World 
Is Here”) of the Columbian Exposition Haitian Pavilion, managed by Frederick Douglass and at which Ida B. 
Wells crusaded against lynching. Barry also showed Ald. Hairston’s City of Chicago proclamation for the 
commemorative boulder to Douglass (at the path to the 59th underpass) and a VCR of the dedication ceremony.  
Officer Felicia Lee, University of Chicago Police, described UCPD’s own National Night Off in one of our parks 
August 4 and said she would take back to UCPD  our invitation to hold it in Jackson next year. 
Louise distributed the updated Guide to the Japanese Garden (provided in the September NL below.) 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m. Next meeting September 13 7 p.m.. 
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary 

Attendance  *voting member           P2 

*Anton, M Johnson, D *Newman, K 

*Bibbs, S Johnson, Rev. SB *Ossewaarde, G 

*Franke, J Lee, F Rapoport, B 

*Harper, P *Miles, AM  

*Inglis, T *McCurry, L  

https://bobolinkvolunteers.org/
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Attachment to the minutes Pitch-In for the Parks log highlights. Louise McCurry (adj. from agenda) 

 Green Team worked at disc golf areas by inner harbor and the Marquette community garden 

 The following worked various days clearing the 9-hole disc golf pitch 
Chicago and Illinois Disc Golf- emergency vehicle path. CPD crews took down invasive trees. 
Chicago Association of Realtors worked on the emergency vehicle path 
Chicago Fire Soccer cleared bike path at 9-hole dg and community garden 
University of Chicago Medicine cleared 9-hole path at the community garden 
African American History Coalition. The bike path and disc golf pitch areas were chipped.  
What they found: 700 condoms, 70 dime bags, 18 knives, 20 ground fires sites, 8 burned out dumpsters. 
Hundreds of broken glass alcohol bottles, hundreds of beer cans, 2 car bumpers and padrts of engines, , 
hundreds of fast food bags, 10 abandoned sleeping bags, dozens of shirts, pants, underwear, 25 fallen 
trees, three individuals threatening. Thank you to 3rd district police, park security, and park district 
maintenance crews. Dangerous small stumps were covered and marked. This was by the most unkempt 
and unsafe areas of the park. There is still more to be done, including by JPAC members ongoing this 
summer.  

 Path chipping on Wooded Island    

 Cleanup after massive parties 
 
Jay Franke (joined by Rochelle Lodder, Roberta Sampers and Louise McCurry) re-chip  

interior trails on Wooded Island so families and hikers can escape into a reshaped oak  

savanna habitat including some of the oldest oak trees in Chicagoland. Such experience  

spaces and natural areas in our parks need teams of sturdy volunteers (including scouts) 

as well as experienced and dedicated contractors such as Cardinal for Wooded Island. 

 

Chicago’s First Disc Golf Exposition held in Jackson Park Aug 9-15 
The 2021 first Exposition and Tournament was a rousing success. Besides bringing together players and their 
supporters from around the neighborhood, city, state, and nationally to hone specialized games and give 
lessons to interested locals and kids, it inaugurated a new, affordable sport to our park that people of many skills 
and ages can play. It brought people and groups together, many of them to work to clean up and prepare 
neglected parts of the park. Details and people to thank can be found in the August minutes above, in previous 
Newsletters available from Gary at garyossewaarde@yahoo.com, or in https://discgolfchicago.com and 
https://hydeparkdiscgolf.com. Background: <https://udisc.com/blog/post/forces-unite-in-effort-to-bring-disc-golf-
to-chicago>. JPAC’s disc golf committee is chaired by Tommy Inglis tommyinglis@gmail.com. Co-chairs Louise 
McCurry and Bobbie Beckam, members Craig Bowen, Cassandra Curry, Jay Franke, Pat Harper, Pierre Nealon,  
and welcomes new members Dan Evon and  Walter Rzecznik. (Excuse for anyone missed.) Next plans in 
Jackson include refining the 9-basket demonstration pitch and develop, place and take down courses with CPD 
approval, and regularized park camp programs in disc golf that can send youth to tournaments and lead to 
scholarships. Games are often PLAYED weeknights in the 9-hole southwest of the fieldhouse across Cornell—
email Tommy for info, times et al. Also, the course crew will hold a WORKDAY there September 4 9:30 a.m. 
NEW INFORMATION WILL BE PRESENTED AND DISCUSSED AT THE SEPTEMBER 13 JPAC MEETING.   

Here are some pictures of the disc golf demonstration course preparations and Expo. Another is on front page. 
     

Green Team-Chicago Fire Soccer. Photos L McCurry    HP Disc Golf crew w friends, Eagle scouts. Photo T Inglis 
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Teaching the daycamp kids disc golf at the basket by the fieldhouse. Instrs Tommy Inglis, Pierre Nealon, Andria Frink 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gathering for Opening Day ribbon cutting August 9. Opening Day guests include from Disc Golf- national pros led by Paul 

McBeth, Sen. Roberts, Rep. Emerita B F. Currie, Maria Stone, CPD. Tommy Inglis HPDG addresses the crowd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

At the 9-hole demonstration course by Cornell. Women and their orgs are major in dg. A pro gives a disc (upper rt corner?) 

a long throw toward the basket just off frame on right. Note the chipped pitch at the 9-basket demo course- chips help 

comfort, weed control, and water-ponding suppression in low spots.                      

 

>>At the tournament courses 

(soccer fields north of Hayes e of 

pkg lot with extra, poss future 

course by Inner Harbor south of 

Hayes) >> gathering and fun site, 

tents, clinics, games 
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Above: Chicago Disc 

Golf leaders at raffle table 

Left: Pierre Nealon CPD 

Jackson coach-phys instr. 

w Tommy Inglis, HPDG 

Far left and lower left- 

gauging distance, wind, 

and arc… and it was hot! 

Below: Alex Seminary 

CDG, Tommy Inglis. and 

            Off. Felicia Lee, UCPD 
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From the Garden of the Phoenix   

                        

Meet our docents weekend afternoons for introduction to the Garden’s history, insights and attractions-  
mini-tours, handouts, arts and game demonstrations, such as the ancient game of GO August 22 (last 
Sundays) 2-4 p.m., Haiku poem-making sessions often 3rd Sundays at 2. Expect lots of visitors.   
6 new koi goldfish were recently donated- total about 20. They are too big for the wading birds, which 
nevertheless “supervise” the Garden. Trish Morse posts excellent pictures of garden birds, landscape, 
flowers, and background pieces in https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/. At the end of this NL is a 
handout descriptive map by Trish showing the Garden with 15 stopping points, updated for return of 
a  repaired stone lantern. Check with Louise McCurry commissioner751@icloud.com about joining 
the JPJG docents. JAPANESE CULTURE ORGS HOST OCCASIONAL  FESTIVALS, in person or 
filmed in the garden and streamed, SUCH AS THE BON dancing in late July and an upcoming 
TSUKIMI MOON VIEWING (Fall Fest.) Sept. 18. Information: https://japaneseartsfoundation.org.  

 

 

A “sentinel “on the “Isle of the 

Immortals” (inaccessible to us 

imperfect humans). 
Can you find the bird in pic at 

left? (hint compare rocks). And 

note the koi at lower left. 
See the descriptive stroll map 

of the garden at end of this NL 

Dirs- park at 63
rd

 Cornell lot and 

go n. thr. Wooded Is. Others- e 

fm Stony at 57 cross Cornell 

then s &e  Or from MSI s lot go 

around Mus. or around e lagoon.  

        

 

 
A mallard family makes itself at  Sky Landing with visitors in Spring. 

home in the Japanese Garden 

  

The Great Blue Heron stands out  

in this image, but how many other  

resident migrators (herons, egrets,   

cormorants…) 22? are making   

their summer homes here? 

Note the wide East Lagoon, the 

Music Court Bridge, and  

    P6 59
th
 boat marina beyond.  
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Obama Presidential Center-legal OK to proceed, work/traffic update link, work starts 

On August 5, 2021 Judge John Robert Blakey denied plaintiff POP’s motion for preliminary injunction allowing work to 
proceed. He has not yet ruled on the defendants’ motion for dismissal or on the suit itself (a main claim being that the 
federal reviews were done wrong.) The judge ruled re: case POP v. Buttigeig 1:21-cv-02006, Document 83 Filed 08/0521: 
“After considering the parties' briefs and oral argument, this Court finds that Plaintiffs have not met the standard for 

injunctive relief on their federal claims, and accordingly denies their motion for preliminary injunction [30]. This Court will 

issue a more detailed opinion and set additional dates and deadlines by separate order. Defendants' motion to dismiss [28] 

remains under advisement.” Plaintiff had gone for injunction to the 7th Ct of Appeals (21-2449), which ruled no merit 

to a claim federal reviewers violated law by failing to "consider whether the City could have further reduced environmental 
harms by building the Center elsewhere." Appeal to US Supreme Ct. (init. 8/17) was denied by Justice Barrett (who replies 

to all appeals from Illinois) without comment 8/20. Plaintiff says it will continue with the ongoing trial in the District Court.  
 
AUGUST 13, upon the Obama Foundation having submitted and city accepted the 2020 990 tax filing as proof 
the Foundation has met certification requirements of enough funds on hand to build and started endowment per 
the Use Agreement Ordinance of Sep. 2018, the city turned over management of the site at 11:59 p.m 
How much money and how is it budgeted? As reported, inter alia by Lynn Sweet in the Sun-Times var., Hyde 
Park Herald, Tribune: The Foundation raised $719.8M ($171.1 in 2020) over 6-8 years of which $560.6M 
remained in unspent assets at the end of 2020. ($3.5M for the new Track and Field may be in spent, or not.) 
It has certified with the city that it has at least $485M in cash and pledges to cover hard costs and $1M towards 
endowment (targeted at $470 after 5 years). Breakdown: $700M budgeted to build the OPC (hard costs and 
some related soft) plus $90M for artifacts, exhibits, displays, and to prepare for the opening. It also estimates 
first year of operating costs to be $40M- so, total $830M. These overall are a considerable increase over 
previous estimates. Plus there are substantial other Foundation costs. (They cut the operating budget last year 
significantly to $41M.) While most projects don’t need all funds in hand to get construction bonds- banks decide 
that, the Foundation will have to raise more to meet costs, endowment and to fulfill its promise. It has set a lofty 
fundraising goal of $1.6B over the next 5 years for building and opening, sustained programming ($320M), 
operations, the endowment, and to plan for the future, according to its recent statement.   
A CONSTRUCTION BUDGET breakdown (as per Sweet) was: Museum building $145,2. Forum (with 
restaurant, recording studios, classrooms, community space, offices, auditorium) plus the unique Public Library 
branch, $117.5. Landscaping and site $58.7M. Unspecified general and conditions $47M. Garage $31.4. Price 
escal. contingency $21.3M. Athletic and Event Center $20.2M. Insurance $15.2. Contractor contingency 
$10.5M. Contractor fees $10.1M. Site Security $4.1M. Center will be built in unison, connected underground. 
The city keeps many controls during the construction. Upon completion, the improvements also become 
property of the city (and the site becomes mostly open to the public), and the foundation will manage all at its 
sole cost (and have activities restrictions) during the 99 year use lease. The Foundation pays $10 one-time but 
unlike the other museums in the parks will get no operating subsidy, and the city sets the rules for charges etc.   
UNDERWAY. On August 14 fencing and preparatory road work had begun including removal of the perennial 
garden for construction staging, and full work began August 16. Other than the Midway Plaisance work east of 
Stony Island and clearance of the old track and field, little else (such as cutting some  trees and removing others 
and soil to new sites) is expected until fall. Major road work will start in the fall-- Cornell Drive last.  
JPAC will work to ensure that the work is carried out at the highest standard and with input, in full accord with 
and enforcement of the Use Agreements and the intergovernmental Memorandum of Agreement. The 
Ordinance and Use Agreements (very large file) can be read at 
https://chicago.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3681626&GUID=5B28F102-DEE2-4DB2-B35F-
4E41DE4DCD78&Options=Advanced&Search=. 
The final MOA is at https://chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dcd/supp_info/jackson_final_moa_signed.pdf. 
Foundation Annual Report: https://www.obama.org/wp-content/uploads/FINAL-OF-2020-annual-report.pdf.  
Tax docs: https://www.obama.org/updates/obama-foundation-990-2020.  

NEW WEBSITE FOR CONSTRUCTION https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/traffic-updates  as of August 

13. Construction Information gives expected phasing, schedule, park access, and traffic access.) You can sign up for 
bulletins and can submit questions. Previous update releases follow in the website. 
Advanced utility work and facility relocations by the Obama Foundation and Chicago Park District began in spring of 2021 
and are ongoing. Construction of the transportation improvements project is anticipated to begin in fall of 2021. Updates 
describing work areas and traffic impacts from the Chicago Department of Transportation, Chicago Park District, and the 
Obama Foundation will be posted here. To receive these updates in your inbox… the Mailing List 

https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/contact. 8/13/2021 Update from CDOT. MON AUG 16 CHANGES      P7 

 South Midway Plaisance between Stony Island Avenue and Cornell Drive, which runs eastbound, will be 

permanently closed and included in the footprint of the OPC. [Cornell- red/ to 2 lanes ea. way so. of 60
th

.]                                    
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 Eastbound traffic on South Midway Plaisance heading to northbound DuSable Lake Shore Drive will be 

temporarily routed north on Stony Island and then east at 57th Street. 

 Eastbound Midway Plaisance traffic looking to go southbound will be directed to southbound Stony Island.        

This temporary configuration is expected to remain in place for up to two weeks [Sept. 2]until North Midway 

Plaisance is converted to handle two lanes of traffic in each direction between Cornell Drive and Stony Island. 

 Motorists are advised to use alternate routes to avoid anticipated delays.  

These are the first steps in allowing for the construction of the OPC and will set the stage for a series of future 

transportation improvements to be undertaken by CDOT that will be starting this fall that are intended to make 

Jackson Park, the OPC and the nearby Museum of Science and Industry into a world class destination on par with 

the City’s Museum Campus on the lakefront. The plan will increase green space, improve connectivity and safety 

for pedestrians and people biking, and accommodate existing and future traffic. 

Work and contracting opportunities or concerns about- Tammi Davis https://www.obama.org/opc-jobs, 

https://www.lakesidealliance.com/opportunities/bid-packages. And see below the Sept 11 Unity in Comm Resource Fair. 

Calendar of Activities and Chicago Park District lineup Summer -Fall 
         (new rule- you must be masked at all times INSIDE any park facility.) Beaches close after Labor Day. 
CLEANUP IS THE BIG THING THIS YEAR. So PITCH IN Tuesdays 9:30, Sats. 11.Reg w Parks Foundation. 
Saturday September 11 2nd Sat) 9-noon- Bobolink Meadow Workday. (Specials with groups Sept. 1 and 2) 
https://bobolinkvolunteers.org.  
Sat Aug 21 (3rd Sat thru Nov) 10-noon. 63rd beach nat area- near capacity. Elim’d 1000# trash + invasives.  
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org. || SEPT BEACH CLEAN DAY WITH SWIM SAFELY SURVEY- TBA.  
Special workdays w. groups- (meet at fieldhouse)- Louise to be called- Aug. 28 at 11 w Milhouse Charities,   
With UC groups (c.1:30)- Sept 11 (Law), Sept 24 (College), Oct. 9 (Booth).  
Sept 11 11-3p UNITY IN COMMY RESOURCE FAIR at Kennedy-King. Info 5th Ward, crf@eventbrite.com  
Monday September 13, 7 p.m. Jackson Park Advisory Council regular monthly meeting- by fieldhouse. 
Lawn Bowling (pm) and Croquet (am) weekends at the bowling green se of MSI. 
Sept 26 Half-Marathon in JP- setup on Hayes Sept. 25.||  Sept. 7 11-3 a Green & Water Fair at Kennedy-King. 
HUNGRY IN THE PARK? Reggie’s on the Beach is open by the east end of the Beachhouse 11 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Jackson Park Yacht Club serves lunch or supper Wed 5-7, Th & Fri 11-1:30, Fri dinner 5-9, Sat & Sun brunch 9-
2, Sat dinner 6-8. (times may ch after Labor Day) 6400 S. Promontory Drive.  
Jackson Park Golf Clubhouse- coffee, hot dogs and other light fare. SW of Hayes/Richards (Golden Lady).   

FALL BACK INTO THE PARKS.  Up on PD website. Online reg open Aug 16-17, in person Aug 21 Sneak Peak 

opens Aug. 9. Most programs and classes start week of Sept. 7. view- 

https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a

88cd-Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_ 

Register https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/programs-memberships/program-registration-

dates?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e9c47bfcec-

413d0a88cd-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=41

3d0a88cd&mc_eid=e8d6fc3f17  Notice that the website is refreshed with more options to find what you’re 

looking for and register.  

Learn changes- https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/events/registration-

instructions?utm_source=Chicago+Park+District+Subscribers&utm_campaign=413d0a88cd-

Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e9c47bfcec-

413d0a88cd-

%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&ct=t%28Newsletter_CAMPAIGN_November_+2019_COPY_01%29&mc_cid=41

3d0a88cd&mc_eid=e8d6fc3f17 Notice new masking and other COVID protocols.  

TIP Fest- Teens in the Park 2021- Free Youth Talent Showcase. With the John Walt Foundation. 

www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/tip-fest October 2 at Union Park. (Attend/support only -auditions end August 21.) 

Saturday Morning Track and Field Basics Clinics. 90 minute sessions, ages 6-10 and 11-14.  

Gately Park Field and Stadium,  744 E. 103
rd

 St. August 7-28. Park District website or  

https://anc.apm.activecommunities.com/chicagoparkdistrict/activity/search?onlineSiteId=0&locale=en-

US&activity_select_param=2&activity_keyword=Track%20%26%20Field%20Basics%20Clinic%20Partnership 

20at%20Gately&viewMode=list          P8 
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And More calendar items plus this and that. I. From the Chicago Parks Foundation 

Keep Pitching In at Jackson Tues 9:30, Sat 11 from the fieldhouse, under Louise McCurry. We have a variety of 

routes and tasks, so you might want to discuss with Louise what works for you- commissioner751@icloud.com - 

Also, go to the Foundation website- choose your dates, sign up, read and click the volunteer waiver- here:  

https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/volunteer. The Foundation provides some supplies, but bring your own, 

especially for the weather. Find at the website more ways to help including organizing group Green Teams. 

Already 500 events, 3000+ volunteers citywide!  

Featured sponsor of Green Teams in F NL was the Chicago Association of Realtors®, who sent teams July 20 

to 7 parks including Jackson.  

NEW: WALK With a Future Doc! Starting week of August 23 (Jackson 28)- morning or 

evening. Free 

Registration form and info-  https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/walk 

The Chicago Parks Foundation is thrilled to bring Walk With A Future Doc to Chicago parks in 

partnership with Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine!_____________ 

  

Walk With A Future Doc (WWAFD) is an organization that aims to bring medical students and community 

members together for outdoor walks. The WWAFD program exists internationally but not yet here in Chicago... 
STARTING NEXT WEEK: 

Join us for weekly community walks at Lincoln Park and Jackson Park - evening and morning options available! 

Jackson starts Sat Aug 28 9 am- through October 

Local medical students will lead the 45-min walks and give short talks on health-related topics. This is a 

free, low-pressure way to get moving, connect with your neighbors, and learn more about your own health!  

__________________ 
You can still sign up to run in the Chicago Marathon Team CHIParks in October.  

Find it in the Chicago Parks Foundation website.  
 

The Foundation also looked back at the PLAY FOR THE PARKS golf tournament in July, which raised 
significant funds for parks. The Foundation Newsletter featured Philip and Tracy Roaul and the son Ahmad, this 

year’s Chicago Park District Junior Champion, pictured with Mulbe Dillard IV, the nation’s #1 ranked minority 
collegiate golfer, who learned at Jackson Park. A host of other attendees and volunteers including from JPAC 

and Jackson’s golf associations were also featured.  
_______________________________________ 

II. Congratulations to La Rabida Children’s Hospital- 125 years serving some of our most vulnerable.  

 
Our thoughts go out to Skinner Park President May Toy, who was severely injured and hospitalized in  hit and 

run accident the weekend of August 14 at the intersection of Racine and Van Buren, considered a dangerous 

intersection. She faces a long recovery. There is a Go Fund Me up for her.  

There will NOT be Amazon Hub boxes in Jackson or other parks in the 5th Ward, thanks to Ald. Hairston.   

Some of the Women’s Garden plants- particularly pollinator-friendly were moved with PD management 

permission to other locations, including the Women’s Bench on the Midway.  

A beach clean day at which we will also have surveys on swim and beach experience and safety (dev. in conj. 

with Lurie Children’s Hospital will be announced/discussed at the Sept. 13 meeting.  

TO THOSE INTERESTED IN RECEIVING INVITATIONS TO SPECIAL JAPANESE-CULTURE FESTIVALS in 

the Garden by outside groups, visit https://japaneseartsfoundation.org. Other events may be held here 

by the Japanese Culture Center and with the Japan Consulate Chicago.     
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Start of construction OBAMA PRESIDENTIAL CENTER  
Tour. Jackson Park Community members came together to witness the beginning of construction of the Obama Center in 

Jackson Park. Louise McCurry, JPAC President  led a tour of the OPC 19.3 acre features within the c600 acre Jackson Park 

landscape and CDOT road changes.  Right: East Midway Pl/old track. Bottom:laying new JP water, sewage, elect, gas etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New track /field as of 4th week August. Supply pipeline delays (as for 

light poles), need to cure track layers, and poss. to finish demol of old track 

for youth safety have delayed opening to mid-late September. Naming is 

expected to be announced in a few weeks. 

SPORTS. Teams 

(camps) at the field 

house are collectively  

Raiders. Football is also Junior Bears.   

 Biggest non-CPD: 

WOLFPACK- practices on the Hayes Soccer Fields. Wolfpack is a 

private youth multisport league. Local coach is Ernest Radcliffe. 

https://www.facebook.com>chisouthsidewolfpack.org. Or  

https://southsidewolfpack.com.   

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

AYSO Dist 751. New Players Clinic, taught by Coach/Referee Louise 

McCurry, was enjoyed by all players and parents  on Saturday Morning to 

introduce new parents and children to AYSO soccer .  AYSO Soccer has been 

played for the past 33 years in Jackson Park. Boys and Girls teams for children 

from age 3 years to age 16 years play in Jackson Park on Saturday Mornings  

for fall Season September - November.  Contact Commissioner Louise 

McCurry,773-844-2225 or reg. at  www.aysosoccer751.org .    P9  
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   WELCOME TO THE GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX 

 

This is a Japanese Stroll Garden, a space for communion with nature in harmonious beauty and contemplation. 

Please respect that purpose by quietly appreciating the peace and serenity it offers. 

1. Please park bikes or strollers here or inside the gate. No dogs are allowed in the garden to protect people, plants &  
birds.** Mark the location of trash and recycling bins across the path. Please picnic outside the garden.  
 

2. The GATE marks the transition from the mundane to the sacred. This gate is a gift from Chicago’s sister city, Osaka. 
The size and quality announce that this is an important garden to the people of Japan and Chicago.  
 

3. The PATH is winding to provide different views, screening some, opening up others. Please stay on the path as the 
plantings, tree roots, grass, and moss can be easily damaged by the many feet that pass through the garden. The 
garden  experience is designed to go clockwise. Turn left. If you have mobility issues, turn right. 
 

4. Stroll gardens integrate into their environments with BORROWED SCENERY like the larger lagoon and the 
Music Court Bridge in the distance. The view serves to remind to broaden our horizons.  
 

5. Evil spirits move in straight lines, so the ZIGZAG STEPPING STONES cause any bad energy following us to fall 
into the water. More importantly, they remind us to slow down and appreciate the garden.  
 

6. STANDING STONES are the most important feature in a Japanese Garden. They are the bones of the earth and 
Study their weathering, veins, color, and lichen. Their message is stability and endurance.  
 

7. The MOON BRIDGE completes a circle when it reflects in still water. A completed circle is perfection. The moon 
bridge is difficult to cross to remind us that the passage between this world and completion/perfection is difficult.  
 

8. ISLANDS in the pond represent the island where the immortals live in perfect happiness. Mortals can’t reach 
perfect happiness, so can’t reach the islands.  
 

9. Water is the gift of life. A WATERFALL is the cycle of nature renewing itself as water rises into the skies, falls, and 
rises again. The falls provide a soothing screen of sound and keep the lagoon healthy by aerating it. The surface of the 
pond is our busy thoughts. The KOI remind us look into our own calm inner waters and endure. 
 

10. Among the rocks, a stone basin with bamboo fountain—a TSUKUBAI—lets us symbolically purify ourselves.   
 

11. In the 1930s, a teahouse stood in the location of the current PAVILION, which echoes a Noh stage.  
 

12. The KASUKA lantern design started at an ancient Shinto shrine surrounded by a cypress forest where wild deer are 
sacred messengers. A deer and a stag are carved into the lantern. The top is shaped like a lotus bud.  
(Note map is not updated in this version- 12 should be approx. where 10 is on map, and 10 between 9 and 11. GO) 
 



13. The RANKEI lantern on the arched column overhangs the water, unifying land and water. The wide hexagonal roof 
is designed to capture snow in winter. The Garden is beautiful in all seasons.  
 

14. SHRUBS are sculpted tor remind us of foothills. Other TREES are sculpted to remind us to weather the storms. 
All of the PLANTS remind us that unifies the energies of earth, water, air, and fire (through the sun).  
COLORS from flowers and autumn leaves shift with the seasons to remind us of the passage of time. 
 

15. The KASUGA lantern may date 1893. The block of concrete is from the Ho-o-Den foundation.  
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE GARDEN (history, features, events, what’s in bloom), check the 
Jackson Park Advisory Council Japanese Garden website: https://jpacgarden.blogspot.com/.  

 

Japanese Pavilion, Columbian Exposition, 1893 

After the U.S. ended 250 years of Japanese isolation, Japan quickly became an industrial power 

and decided to show its pride in its history, art, and accomplishments at the Columbian 

Exposition. The Ho-o-Den on Wooded Island, based on the Temple of the Phoenix of 1052 

C.E., was an homage to Chicago’s rise from the ashes and a reflection on the meaning of the 

Phoenix in Japanese culture as the harbinger of an era of peace and prosperity. Because it 

interacted in harmony with nature, it was the only pavilion allowed on Wooded Island. It 

changed American architecture and inspired Frank Lloyd Wright. It was a permanent gift. 

Ho-o-Den Restoration, Tea House Added, Stroll Garden Created, 1934 

In 1933, the Palace of Fine Arts was redone in limestone as the Museum of Science and Industry 

and Chicago hosted the Century of Progress. When that fair ended, Japan’s tea house and torii 

gate came to Wooded Island, the Ho-o-Den was restored, and a traditional stroll garden was 

created and placed under the care of Shoji Osato and his family. With the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor in 1941, Shoji Osato was incarcerated with over 120,000 other Japanese and Japanese-

Americans, the Ho-o-Den and gardens abandoned. In 1946 the Ho-o-Den burned.  

Osaka Garden Reborn, 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s 

In the 1950s, a Nike missile base was put in Jackson Park, restricting the area. In the 1970s, with the Nike base gone, Wooded 

Island became a nature sanctuary and attention was turned again to the Garden, with help from our Sister City, Osaka Japan.  

The Garden of the Phoenix, 2013 and beyond 

The Garden of the Phoenix Foundation was created to remember the long history of Japanese 

and American presence in Jackson Park. For the 120th anniversary of the Ho-o-Den, 120 cherry 

trees were planted around the Columbian Basin with 50 more in following years, so that Chicago 

could celebrate the renewal of spring with a Cherry Blossom Festival. The Foundation located 

surviving artwork from the Ho-o-Den—the Phoenix Ranma panels that are now in the Art 

Institute of Chicago. And they worked with Yoko Ono to create SkyLanding. 

www.gardenofthephoenix.org    

Skylanding 

Yoko Ono’s sculpture, Skylanding, is her only installation in the United States. The 12 stainless 

steel lotus petals radiate outward from where the center of the Ho-o-Den once stood. The 

yin/yang shape of the berms form the rim of the lotus and lift the viewer toward the sky. They 

define the wings of the Ho-o-Den. Skylanding rises from the ashes of the lost phoenix to heal the 

past. The sky unites the world, and, like the phoenix, the landing brings hope for an era of peace 

and prosperity. www.skylanding.com/welcome/ 

EVENT AND PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY PERMITS ARE REQUIRED.  

https://chicagoparkdistrict.com/permits-rentals/filming-photography 
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