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JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL 38 YEARS!
J.P.A.C. NEWSLETTER SEPT 2022 vol. 29, #8

Jackson Park: Nature, History, Recreation. 28 years - November 1983
Gary M. Ossewaarde, Editor for JPAC JPAC DIRECTORY Page 2

Our website: http://www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.org

To get this and past Newsletters- garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Recommended :https://ipacgarden.blogspot.com/
https://jacksonparkwildflowers.org.

Construction and traffic updates https://jacksonparkimprovements.org/

NEXT JPAC MTG., MON. SEP. 12,7PM 3P Fieldhouse, 6401 s. Stony 1 Ave.

2" Mons. Tonight in the Gym or outside depending on weather, heat. PLEASE ARRIVE 6:45 to fill in
Membership application (if haven’t before) and sign in incl. w. email so we can notify you. All are welcome at
our meetings. You become a voting member when doing as above and attending your 3" meeting in prec. 12
months. We observe CPD rules on COVID protocols and CPD PAC Guidelines and PAC and CPD Codes of
Conduct. Pick up agenda, other materials at the meeting. People in the Park speakers may email the
president- number, time for speakers is limited.

NEWSLETTER CONTENTS

1 NEXT MEETING, MISSION, LINKS. Directory continues on P2

2-4 CALENDARS-- EVENTS, WORK/STEWARDSHIP DAYS, PUBLIC MEETINGS

4-8 NEWS/UPDATES-TRAFFIC (4), IOWA B REHAB STARTS, and BIG WORKDAYS (5-8)

8- OBAMA FOUNDATION FILING

9- WHAT MEMBERS DID/FOUND/REPORTED IN JP, SAFE FUN ON SHORE AND WATER.
10 MTG ATTENDANCES FOR MAY-JULY. 11 AUGUST MTG. MINUTES

THE PURPOSE of the JPAC is to provide a forum for ...users of Jackson Park through which information regarding
JP can be shared ; to advise and make recommendations to the CPD concerning improvements in program, park
maintenance and other matters relating to JP and the patrons of JP; ensure programs; to encourage long-range planning
for JP; promote ways for the community to better utilize the CPD’s programs and facilities at JP; to increase community
awareness by involving all segments of the JP community and all patrons of JP in the planning and implementation of
JPAC and CPD projects, and to assist in locating alternative funding to enhance the facilities at Jackson Park.

Golf tourn, Crane in Garden, lowa B restoration
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DIRECTORY
JPAC normally meets monthly
2nd Mondays at 7 at JP Field
House, 6401 S. Stony |,
Aug 8, Sep 12, Oct 10 (holiday-ch
loc)., Nov. 14, Dec. 12

BOARD 2021-22 el Nov 2021
Louise McCurry, President
Spencer Bibbs, VP

Anne Marie Miles, Treasurer
Gary Ossewaarde, Secretary and
Newsletter editor

Ask about vol. contribution (no
relationship to membsp) Anne
Marie Miles- milesesg@aol.com

CONTACTS President-
Louise McCurry 773 844-2225
commissioner751@icloud.com
VP spencer _bibbs@yahoo.com
Anne Marie Miles (Treasurer)
milesesg@aol.com
773-726-4259
Gary Ossewaarde (Secretary,
Newsletter, mail list)

1765 E. 55" St. B6 Chicago, IL
60615. 773 947-9541
garyossewaarde@yahoo.com
Membership Mary Anton
antonmary.bmaa@gmail.com
Stewards: Wooded Island Jerry
Levy sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com

Bobolink Norm Bell/Gail Parry
normwbell@gmail.com
www.bobolinkvolunteers.org
Columbia B NancyJoseph
njoseph2008@aol.com

63" Beach NatA Edw Warden
ewarden@sheddaguarium.org

Chicago Park District-
www.chicagoparkdistrict.com
Fieldhouse/Supervisor:

Bobbie Beckam 773 256-0903
South Region Mgr. Maya Solis
312 747 747-7661,

Area 3 Mgr. Demitrice Seaton
demitrice.seaton@ cpd website
Security 312 747-2193

Lkft attn Tom 312-448-3793

www.jacksonparkadvisorycouncil.o
rg Our Fiscal agent is the
Chicago Parks Foundation, 501c3

Calendars ONGOING / SPECIAL EVENTS

Special- Chicago Humanities Festival South Side parks events.

Sept. 11, 11-7 South Sh Cultural Center- “Cooler by the Lake”: South
Shore Arts Party. Inter-active art, varied live music, trolley tours and food-
blogger Michael Twitty. In partnership with South Shore Works, Ch Pk D.
Free. Tickets https://chicagohumanities.org/events/attend/south-shore-arts-
party/?mc_cid=b8330d27da&mc_eid=dd54e188a9.

Sept 14, 4 pm. Jackson Park Wooded Island Garden of the Phoenix Sky
Landing. ANGEL BAT DAWID. Music and art in Jackson Park with Chicago
composer, musician, and vocalist Angel Bat Dawid. Bring a camping chair
or blankets— Free to attend for all ages. Tickets
https://chicagohumanities.org/events/attend/angel-bat-
dawid/?mc_cid=b8330d27da&mc_eid=dd54e188a9

GARDEN OF THE PHOENIX. Sky Landing welcomes. Blooms, special trees
& plants, ancient rocks, artifacts dazzle in the Japanese Garden. And follow
paths, overlooks thru the Wooded Island’s restored habitat (pick up tree ID at
Island bridges). Weekends, Garden greeters & docents answer your
guestions, and on special days engage in Japanese arts, activs. Available
annotated map. Occas. fests by Chicago Japanese cultural orgs including
forest-bathing walks with haiku. View the mending/healing installation by
Japanese artist Mami Takahashi, south end of north bridge & by the Garden.
DOCENT POSITIONS ARE NOW OPEN. Contact the President.

DISC GOLF play, work scheds hydeparkdiscgolfclub.wordpress.com
or tommyinglis@gmail.com. Play Tues. evenings 64-6500 east of Cornell.
Workdays select Saturdays.

LAWN BOWLING weekends. Also croquet, archery (Sun aftern.). 5800
DLSD https://www.facebook.com/lakesidelawnbowling/

CPD Fall) PROGRAMS. Search the Park District site or call the fieldhouse
773-256-0903 for classes 9/12-12/11 for kids through adults. Pickleball, ping
pong, weights esp. pop. for adults. https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/
programs-memberships/fall-2022-programs

Citywide choose from over 1000 free events from movies to theatre,
music, dance/ dancing. www.nightoutintheparks.com or the My CHI app.
FOR KIDS AND YOUTH — My CHI. My Future. App.

CHICAGO PARKS FOUNDATION, https://www.chicagoparksfoundaton.org,
45 min. Walk w a Future Doc-Alt. Sats at10 at Promontory Point Wallach
Fountain, 9/3, 9/17, 9/307....

October 9 Bank of America Marathon Team ChiParks
https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/marathon. Incl. training, perks.

OLMSTED AT 200- ANNIVERSARY.

Area wide programs include a virtual exhibit by the Washington Park
Camera Club, “South Park Then and Now”, hosted in Hyde Park Historical
Society’s website, https://hydeparkhistory.org. Other events Terra
Foundation/Art Design Chicago. For sched/more HPHS website or
https://Olmsted200.org or https://www.artdesignchicago.org/adcnow/south-
park-then-and-now. https://www.olmsted.org, https://naop.org. P2
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DOING DAYS

PITCH IN FOR THE PARKS. Chicago Parks Foundation, which provides supplies. 1+ hr. cleanups/projects
as you walk and learn about your park. Tues. 10:30, Sat. 10:30 or11 thr. Oct. Weather- check fieldhouse 773
256-0903 or Louise 773 844-2225. Meet at the Fieldhouse. GROUPS MUST PREREGISTER. Indivs. asked to-
foundation website/pitch-in (find park) then sign the waiver at https://www.chicagoparksfoundation.org/waiver
or on loc. This is our PAC’s main reg. sched. workday program. We welcome partner groups for specials
(schools, orgs, corps ((CPF Green Teams))).

JacksoN PARK NATURAL AREAS STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM.

Part of the CPD Natural Areas and Nature and Culture management program and their contractors.

BOBOLINK MEADOW. 2"° SATURDAYS, Sept 10, Oct.8, poss Nov 12 . 9 am-noon. Enjoy and keep this
treasure spot built by communities and partners in great shape. Meet at the south end of the meadow at the
golf driving range parking lot. www.bobolinkvolunteers.org, normwbell@gmail.com.

63rd STREET BEACH NATURAL AREA. 3RD SATURDAYS, Sept. 17, Oct. 15, 10 am-noon. There may be
construction detours, and some activities are at LaRabida shore, so contact Edward Warden,
ewarden@sheddaquarium.org.

WOODED ISLAND. 3RD SATURDAYS Sept. 17. Oct. 15 10 am- 1. South bridge. Learn some fascinating
history while mulching trails and TREE TENDING 200 sprung up oak saplings (July 16), and tending native
plants. Jerry Levy, sjlevy@jeromelevylaw.com. Joy Bailey joybailey1028@gmail.com.

COLUMBIA BASIN or TREEKEEPERS PRUNERS- contact. Nancy Joseph at njoseph2008@aol.com.

Those of neighbors

SOUTH SHORE CULTURAL CENTER, 7059 S. Shore Dr. s.e. of the beach. Susannah Ribstein. Cel'd 20™
year. https://www.southshorenaturesanctuary.org/events.html. 3rd Sats. 10 am. Sept. 17...

PROMONTORY POINT has monthly workdays and is training for tree inventory. www.promontorypoint.org.
Sunday, Sept. 11 10:30 am. Check with Midway PAC about theirs. www.facebook.com > Midway-Plaisance-
Advisory-Council-11506417349 www.chicagoparkdistrict.com » parks-facilities » midway-plaisance-park

SPECIAL EVENTS and PUBLIC MEETINGS
JPAC GENERAL MTGS usually 2"° Mondays at 7, fieldhouse. SEPT 12. OCT 10 (loc. TBA-fldh cl-holiday.

MIDWAY PLAISANCE EAST PANEL UPAAR REC. MTGS recreation replacement from / planned next to
JP. (MOA Mitigation). https://www.chicagoparkdistrict.com/featured-capital-projects. Questions and comments---
The presentation in early May: https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-
public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/9242-20220503-CommunityMeeting2-reduced.pdf

and https://assets.chicagoparkdistrict.com/s3fs-
public/documents/Planning%20%26%20Construction/2022/Midway%20Plaisance%20East%20End%20Improvements%2
0Draft%20Plans%20for%20Public%20Review%20-%20July%202022.pdf

All 3 mtgs. incl. 6/21 & latest plan is posted. Comments thru 8/22. Next gen public meeting is tent. 10/4.

59™_-60™ ST METRA STATION REHABILITION AND SECTION 106 HISTORIC REVIEW. Watch for
ongoing consulting party and general meetings. Documents: https://metra.com/59th60th. It's updated and has
prev. mtg. check there or in https://metra.com/59th60th#Environmental Reporting_and Documentation.

AND WATCH FOR CPD PUBLIC MTGS. ON JP capital/Framework Plan projects . P3
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PLAN FOR INTERPRETIVE MATERIALS FOR JP. Project info and how to participate is being made public.
Stakeholder sessions, focus groups (1* was held 8/3), personal interviews, public meetings are being
organized under a team incl. SOM with local firms Site Design and Civic Projects. Share your ideas of ways to
show park history and the many ways neighbors/ neighborhoods have used and want to remember and use
the Park. This is a Section 106 MOA mitigation, another of which requires assessment for restoration of the
Statue of the Republic. The Chicago Monuments Commission report just released calls for textual revision for
this statue, either physical or via online app. It will be interesting to see how all of these mesh.

NEWS, RETROSPECTIVES and announcements

ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND TRAFFIC www.jacksonparkimprovements.org is the
place to go--and sign to up for NEWSLETTER w. updates. In Traffic Updates (red tab) find CONTACT US.
Be aware of potential backups on SB DLSD esp. p.m., NB a.m., 57" Dr. esp. a.m., Hayes Dr. w. of DLSD.
The latest update flyer(s) will be available from that website. Watch for public meetings. NOTE THERE ARE
SEPARATE PROJECTS outside the park incl. Stony n to 56", 63 w from Stony, 57" Maryland to Cornell.

A Fall Update was issued August 9. Starting August 29 work begins on STONY ISLAND 59" to 65" PI.
(These changes may affect travel times and access to the September JPAC meeting or to fieldhouse
programs- we will announce if adjustments prove necessary. The work is expected to be long-time.

One lane will remain open in each direction (located to the west side), but anticipate traffic backup and delays.
Parking will be restricted (and possibly turning onto 64™, popular parking places for our meetings).

Some of the work is extensive including at crossings and to large infrastructure such as 36 inch water mains.
CTA routes will continue to operate but stops may be moved or consolidated and times slowed.

In the map below from CDOT, red is work already underway (including total closure of Hayes from DLSD to
entrance to north parking lot west of DLSD), orange is work starting from the end of August on Stony plus
Hayes Dr. daytime lane closures and parking restrictions. Green is suggested alternatives plus the new
crosswalk from the south side of Hayes across DLSD. Note problems are reported with the busy beach lot.
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http://www.jacksonparkimprovements.org/

IOWA BUILDING. Preliminary work began August 8 on restoration/rehab of the lowa Building and also
at the Women’s Comfort Station. lowa work is under a state grant. Temporary fencing is up (incl. to protect
trees) and demo results evident. JPAC, and many others have long sought restoration of the picturesque
“lowa” comfort station, built by the WPA in the 1930s to replace the remains of one of the first structures in the
park, repurposed with an addition for the lowa Pavilion at the 1893 World’s Fair- and the name stuck, even for
the WPA building. The old building was removed because in the way of the intersection of a proposed new
Lake Shore Drive and 57" Drive. The new, relocated structure was a picnicking courtyard built of with great
care and elegance of blocks of dolostone (limestone-like rock) from Lannon, WI, had what was once a fountain
in the center and was surrounded east, south, and west by a flagstone terrace. On the north were bathrooms
(quite fancy) and a concession kitchen. In the early years the building was popular for picnics, parties and
dances and held many park district classes and summer activities. Later, beach pavilions across the street
drew patrons away, and there was considerable vandalism, questionable uses, and neglect, including the
lately-famous trees growing through the wooden roof. Improvements over the past 2-3 years are mulch paths,
chess tables and the temporary installation Peace sculptures. For the past few years, JPAC has held its annual
July picnic at the lowa Building. We’ve worked keeping the locale clean and eyes-on and pledge to continue..
The Park District has come to JPAC several times for ideas, as did for example staff/classes from the School
of the Art Institute. Preliminary designs were presented this year at JPAC, 5™ Ward Meeting, and at a public
meeting. Ideas and expectations from the public varied widely from simple repairs and restorations to
expensive redos. The general consensus was that it serve as an open picnic area with public conveniences
and concession (latter not promised) and that access be improved. We expect there will be a final public
design meeting, but it looks like the work will proceed and be completed by late fall. Links and if possible
renderings will be posted. The principal purposes are to bring the building back to historical standards, make it
ADA accessible (including with concrete pathway), and rehab the bathrooms, blue stone patio and roof.

(pics Louise McCurry. More p.10)

A BIG COUPLOF MONTHS FOR THE JAPANESE GARDEN, WORKDAYS.....

Activities earlier in July (chronicled in the August Newsletter) included participation in the 4™ on 53" Parade
and its picnic games, our picnic meeting at the lowa building July 11, work July 16 to protect the oaks that have
been sprouting on Wooded Island. (While WI and areas by Columbia Basin are not at least in modern times
true savannabh like in East Africa, the oak groves are ecological and historic defining features of those parts of
the park, really sacred. Other ongoing work is at trails east of Cornell c. 64™-66" (disc golf, comm. garden).
The Garden of the Phoenix and Wooded Island continue to be popular summer destinations. President
McCurry writes to the JPAC and work teams and the Newsletter re: the weekend of July 23:

“Garden of the Phoenix Docents have seen a steady increase to 800 visitors yesterday and again today. Visitors
from all over the world and visiting family members from around the country. It gives us the chance to tell folks
how we turned a Nike Base into an amazing Bobolink Meadow , Nature Trail, and rejuvenated Wooded Island.
[The Garden has] 4 new yellow Koi Fish! Everyone left praising our garden and vowing to return again.”

She noted that more would be possible with new and restored (Darrow bridge) access across the park. (Gaps
need repair in the north/Hays bridge.) A Gardem highlight was a Bondori festival with many activities and a
candle ceremony for the dead, thanks to the Japanese Cultural Center and Hyde Park Art Center.

Besides the workdays on Wooded Island and the other natural areas, volunteers and service groups  P5




converged on Jackson Park for Pitch In for the Parks on Tuesdays and Saturdays and special days in the
second half of July and early August. Saturdays July 23 and 30 are two that stand out.

JULY 23. Milhouse Charities and the disc golf team made the final push to clear out the southeast corner area
(realizing the continual upkeep will be needed). Louise writes:

“We have cleared the historic asphalt road that leads to the Community Garden from Stony Island to Richards.
This was a path way the community was afraid to travel... We cleared all of invasive bushes and trees blocking
the path, the overgrown bush covered benches and the [Clommunity Garden’s picket fence where garbage and
invasives have steadily damaged its integrity. Immediately, as soon as we cleared it, we had runners, bikers,
walkers, and even a Tibetan mom with two children just exploring. Opening this last dangerous place up for the
community to use has been my goal for the past year. We just did it. Our Pitch In for the Park team from
Milhouse Charities, the awesome Disc Golf Team led by Tommy Inglis, our Saturday JPAC Pitch In VVolunteers
worked together and cleaned and opened up this remaining Jackson Park dangerous space making it safe for
kids and families and community members to use and enjoy. Section by Section we have now made our entire
park safe for our community...”

Finding




The Community Garden, N.E. of Marquette and Cornell has a considerable group of urban farmers and
gardeners. It is overall managed by Growing Collaborative as an ecological and healthy local-food growing
space. The east edge, by disc golf course and trail, has fallen between the cracks of responsibility but are now
cleaned out by the Disc Golf, and JPAC special volunteers like James, above middle in maroon shirt -Look
generally for the blue t-shirts saying VOLUNTEER. To join these volunteers, call Louise.

JULY 30 HOW TO FIX PLAYGROUNDS, with KPMG accounting firm volunteers, CPD, and CPFoundation.
Louise McCurry: “We filled the playground holes, removed the invasive species growing through the fencing,
rechipped BOTH the 56th and Stony (Dickerson) AND Cornell (Chrysalis) playgrounds. We removed the tree
suckers, charcoal fire dumps, and bottles of urine under the trees, repaired the truck ruts in the path, repaired the
seating walls, and picked up party garbage for four entire blocks.” More chips and groups will be coming to top
off these playgrounds and work on those on 67" St.

Topping off is important so the distance under swings from little feet to the ground is not too long or
the ground underneath compacted. Topping also lets water drain- same for the wooden seating
perimeter so it doesn’t stay soaked and rot, get moldy. PACs received renewed ADA playgrounds
under the Chicago Plays program and committed to helping re-chip and keep up the playgrounds. GO

Equipment arrives, tools, the KPMG crew. Before during, after. .




AUGUST 5 JPAC treated the 28 daycamp Junior Counselors.

AUGUST 6-7 saw the first nationally sanctioned Jackson Park Disc Golf Tournament. (Last year's was a
solid trial run with state wide and national participation.) There is plenty of opportunity for local kids and youth
and kids in summer camp to learn this less strenuous (and park-easy) sport that can also be very competitive.
This year the Chicago Park District granted the permit request to build courses in 6 other parks in the city.
JPAC members assisted and member Sharon Lewis gave $500 for signs/apps (being made) at each disc golf
tee with facts, history of places in the park.

AUGUST 20. JPAC’S members in Pitch in for the Parks joined with Hyde
Park Disc Golf volunteers led by Tommy Inglis to clear invasive species
from the path south of 63" and west of Cornell to the Partee Golf
Clubhouse. Not only is line of sight to the latter better, but maybe now park
and vendor vehicles and golf carts will use the path rather than veering
around vegetation and leaving ruts. A lot can be done even if it is a little
rainy- for example it's easier to pull out plants.

THE OBAMA FOUNDATION has filed its 2021 IRS 990, available (if have name or ein) at irs.gov, or via Google
Drive https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11peXmiX9ercwx0dyVVdkVpwltnsnzrPm?usp=sharing and (OFound’s) at
https://www.obama.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Obama-Foundation-Annual-Report-1.pdf .

(Some details were ferreted by JPAC members from the 990 and audits.) Audits with extensive notes seem to show
careful, transparent, consistent and conservative management. JPAC and community neighbors should know the fiscal
state for the Foundation and its coming facility and already started programs and F and city plans and commitments.
INCOME and cash flow. According to reports in the Chicago Sun-Times (August 12, p. 15, Lynn Sweet), Tribune (Aug. 14
A.D. Quig) and Hyde Park Herald (August 12 Evening Digest, Marc Monaghan) the Foundation raised $159.6M incl.
pledges in 2021, down some in the pandemic, lawsuit holdup, and inflation/supply mess. (2017 $239M, 2018 $164, 2019
$140, 2020 $171 (p. 16 of the Google Drive site- earlier years are available).Total raised since establishment is $866.4M,
of which net assets at the end of 2021 were $680M (cf. $560.6 the previous year, an increase of $120M or 21 percent).
Detailed breakdown is $575.8 in cash, investments, pledges, of which $357.8 was set aside for cash needs within 1 year.
Not yet received at year end was $264.4 in pledges. (Their $250M line of credit had not been used by February 2022 and
was reduced to $150 extended through 2029. Also a general support pledge of $100M was received in February 2022.)
Raised from foundations and corporations vs. individuals went down from a little over half to a little under. In 2021 130
new donors gave or pledged $1M+.

2021 EXPENSES were $41.4M (incl. 13.4 for Center startup), about as for 2020 and down from previous years.
Expenditures included world-wide and area Programs 54.8%, Administration 23.22% and 21.95% overall (Herald says
30%) on fundraising. Construction —site related spending in 2021 was $114.5M including $20.5M to builder Lakeside
Alliance (to which there is an outstanding balance of $312 through 2026), architects Williams/Tsien $1.5, and exhibit
design firm Robert Appelbaum $1.2M. Professional/legal services cost $4.2M to 135 diverse firms ($1.2M to local firms-
Herald says 40%). the Foundation had 219 employees; salaries for most of the top executives has declined some since
their hiring.

More than half on-site hours are required to be by Chicagoans. So far, there are 2,446 African Americans and 995
Latinos; 94% are self-identified racial minorities. This is tracked at We Can Build It,
https://cwit.org/trade-programs/we-can-build-it, which holds regular outreach sessions.

The announced goal through 2026 is $1.6B. Allocations: $700M for the site buildings, $90M for startup from artifacts to
furnishings, and $40 for first year operations--total $830M. There is little information regarding endowment and city
expectations and how to reach them . And there is programming and administration going forward. The building seems
secure, but there is distance to $830M and other expected costs.

THE OPC CENTER’S Museum will include materials lent on a rotating basis by the National Archives and materials
bought or donated. It is not a Presidential Library. The 30 million records and documents from President Obama’s
administrations are completely under the control of NARA, a federal agency. Non-classified materials are in a warehouse
near Chicago, classified are in Maryland. The unclassified plus about 35,000 objects are being processed by NARA staff.
Neither the President nor the Foundation have any access since they relinquished all materials and the obligations for
care and security (and hence costs) to NARA. See https://obamalibrary.gov. Several spaces in the campus or museum
have been given names of civil rights leaders and other historic figures selected by largest donors, or by the first couple.
The largest major naming so far is for John Lewis. The most recent are the water garden (formerly Perennial and
Women’s Garden) for Barack’s mother, Ann Dunham and the South Lawn for Michelle’s mother, Marian Robinson. While
many overall design elements and principles have been revealed in charettes, we need to see many more details as soon
as feasible. P8



https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11peXmiX9ercwx0dyVVdkVpwltnsnzrPm?usp=sharing
https://www.obama.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Obama-Foundation-Annual-Report-1.pdf
https://cwit.org/trade-programs/we-can-build-it
https://obamalibrary.gov/

AUGUST MEETING: MEMBERS TELL WHAT THEY DID, FOUND, OR REPORTED IN THE PARK.

- Darrow Bridge and its holdup is a big shame- need allies to push- shown to a major stakeholder.

- Mentored several youth, rode and checked out trails and the Golf Driving Range.

- More than one walked and road trails that need work or helped on Pitch In days, introd self to visitors.

- On 67" noted that neighbors group and a fraternity keep the trash down daily but noted low tree limbs, public
defecation are problems. Another noticed the children’s book boxes need more books.

- Couldn’t find running water fountains and note some comfort stations are closed, in repair or in poor state.
- Checked beaches- south end of 57" eroded away again threatening Lakefron Trail and Drive.

- Reported things on 311 and to PD but reportage needs organization, lots of follow up.

- Stairs on LaRabida point platform still have not been addressed.

- Provided eyes on lowa Bldg. and regularly cleaned the chess tables.

- Served as docents/greeters at Garden of the Phoenix.

Safe fun on the Shore and in the water

Odds are not good for those who accidently enter the water from piers, edge walls and boats. There are many
this year, and many close encounters between swimmers and craft. Many craft users may be new and
unfamiliar with turning ratios, currents, and wave patterns. Reggies on the Beach, now rents jet-skis, paddle
boats and kayaks; others also do-nearest to the north is 31* beach. (The south lakefront has not yet became
like the “Playpen” by Navy Pier, but presence of craft is growing. Reggies staff told the Herald their rules are
pretty strict, but, in light of suggestions they have received, they are looking at making them more explicit. You
can only rent in half-hour segments (after which fatigue tends to set in.) You have to be 21, be sober, wear a
USCG approved life jacket, stay within sight of shore, obey lifeguards, and go out only when weather and
other conditions allow people in the water. The lifeguard season ends Labor Day weekend. Guards at 63™ and
57" beaches patrol from lifeboats about 200 yards out. Sets of buoys create a separation zone between
swimmers and craft—jet skis etc. enter the water at 63" via a special ramp. Member Flo Mills wrote JPAC that
we need lifesaver rings/jackets on the 59" and 63" piers. Good news is that water levels should stay stable
this year.

Reggies has expanded the bar and food service, with 4 themed areas, and live music two nights a week. It
expects to be open maybe into October.

MORE VIEWS OF WORK ON THE IOWA BUILDING WORK. Temporary paths are being widened for
accessibility. Orange fencing is set up around vulnerable trees to protect them during work. Sometimes we find
we’ve made mistakes- like planting flowers that are later trampled as people make “natural”’ paths. As things
are moved especially at the patio, we find remnants of 1995 landscaping. Nice place for picnics, set up games.




JPAC MEETING ATTENDANCE.
MAY 2022 48 total, 28 members

Anton, Mary
Bailey, Duwain
Beckam, Bobbie
Bibbs, Spencer
Campbell, Donita
Clement, John
Collard, Aaron
DeBonnett, Al

DeVaughn, Deborah

Ensign, Alexandra
Felder, Carmen
Felder, Robert
Franke, Jay
Gaffney, Susan
Gill, Marcus,
Gooden, Gloria

Hopkins, Mark
Jaffe, Kineret
Johnson, Dennis

Johnson, Susan B.

Lane, Steven
Levy, Jerry
Lipinski, Marc
Lovallo, Alex
McCurry, Louise
Mills, Florence

Misurell-Mitchell, Janice

Mitchell, Tom

Mitchell, William (JTW)

Moltz, Lauren

Musselwhite, Jessica

Nelms, Brenda

JUNE 2022 30 total, 19 members

Anton, Mary
Arena, John
Bailey, Duwain
Beckam, Bobbie
Belin, Raymond
Bibbs, Spencer
Campbell, Donita
Carter. Andy
DeBonnett, Al
Deschner, Roger

Franke, Jay
Giles-Hayes
Gooden, Gloria
Harper, Pat
Harris, Joshua
Haynes, Akosua
Haynes, Charles
Lovallo, Alex
McCurry, Louise
McGruder, Donald

JULY 2022 56 total, 45 members

Anton, Mary
Bailey, Duwain
Beckam, Bobbie
Bibbs, Spencer
Brown, Kay-Poyner
Carter, Andy
Childs, Donald
Collard, Aaron
Currier, Dustin

DeVaughn, Deborah

Dupree, Emily

Eboyomi, Uyioghosa (James)

Ensign, Alexandra
Felder, Robert

Franke, Jay
Gooden, Gloria
Hopkins, Mark
Inglis, Tommy
Isoda, Matthew
Jaffe, Kineret
Joseph, Nancy
Lang, Willa
Lee, Felicia
Lewis, Sharon
Lipinski, Marc
Maniates, Brigid
Maule, Matthew
McCoy, Patric

Newman, Kenneth
Nowells, Tracy
Nowell, Winnie
Panelas, Tom
Pike, Russell
Porter, Latice
Pratt, Deborah
Raubertas,

Ross, Lanita
Schechter, Esther
Schwab, Avi
Stone, Genora
Swilley, Stephanie
Tobin, Beth

Voss, Linda
Winn, Sherida

McGruder, Jayna
McGruder, Michelle
Monaghan, Marc
Newman, Kenneth
Nowells, Tracy
Nowells, Winnie
Ossewaarde, Gary
Smith, Michael
Stone, Genora
Walton, James

McCurry, Louise
McGruder, Donald
McGruder, Jayna
McGruder, Michelle
Miles, Anne Marie
Mills, Florence
Monaghan, Marc
Nelms, Brenda
Newman, Kenneth
Newman, Sol
Nowells, Winnie
Ossewaarde, Gary

Peters, Sen. Robert

Porter, Latice

Raubertas, Clara
Rawson, Kristy
Ribstein, Susannah
Rodriguez, Maya
Rogers, Eric
Schechter, Esther
Schwab, Avi

Scott, Michael
Spicer, Jack
Stone, Genora
Szyjka, Karen
Vandervoort, Fran
Voss, Linda
Young-Freeman, Monica
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AUGUST 8, 2022 JACKSON PARK ADVISORY COUNCIL MINUTES. Draft

President Louise McCurry called to order at 7 p.m. in the JP fieldhouse gym with a quorum of xx members (of 120) and
total attendance of xx. Sup. Beckam represented the PD. Agenda and July minutes were distributed.

Presentations and reports

Excellence in the Park. Thanks given-over 400 individuals and organization members who did volunteer work in
the park recently, including KPMG, Milhouse Charities, U of C, Hyde Park High, and Carnegie.

Also celebrated: Summer Camp and its 28 youth counselors (Members volunteered to help serve lunch to the
youth counselors Friday noon.)

HP Disc Golf group and its tournament coming this weekend.

Garden of the Phoenix festival (Bondori) that held a large candlelight ceremony for the dead, with volunteers from
Hyde Park Art Center and the Japanese Cultural Center. We have 4 new yellow koi.

Fieldhouse. Supervisor Bobbie Beckam said plenty of activities all over the park were provided for a full camp of
active kids. Next: late camp and fall for all ages. We always alert to up and coming sports.

Park news, and speak up--what JPACers are doing for park and community.

President reported that work is underway restoring the lowa Building on 56th and the Women’s Comfort Station
by the Bowling Green.

Sharon Lewis discussed and showed city’s extensive booklets on emergency preparedness, 311, and the CHI311
app. This led to discussion of how to expand and document our already extensive spotting and reporting of
dangers and disrepair in the park. JPAC reports via both 311 and directly through work orders and departments
via the President. Accessing and tracking 311 reports about JP was considered useful to pursue. Discussion will
continue and be reported at the next meeting.

Numerous members reported on eyes-on-the-park issues they have found and what each has done in and for the
park in recent weeks—effort agreed to be very extensive, and vital.

The widely varying state, or lack of, toilet and other accommodations in the park was discussed and also what
might be done about places like 67" Street where even portable toilets may be impractical but trees and shrubs
are used for relief.

Darrow Bridge. Marc Monaghan reported showing a key stakeholder the bridge and its state and likely
consequences of lack of urgency in getting it restored and open.

General Business

Secretary reported on continuing digital entry and checking of attendance and membership records. Attendance
listing will be made available to members. Importance of each signing in and providing valid email was stressed.
Minutes of the July meeting (distributed final draft) were moved and seconded by members and unanimously
approved.

No financial report. A motion was offered, with no second re appropriating $175 for the lunch for junior
counselors. President said she preferred such come from personal donations. More discussion will be held on
how to handle requests for modest donations (treasury vs. personal donations) and vs. donations made by
members to third parties for work in the park..

The President adjourned the meeting at 8:20, past the deadline. Next meeting September 12, expected to be in the
fieldhouse.

Gary M. Ossewaarde, Secretary
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