
JPAC February 2, 2026, Monthly Meeting Minutes 

Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order on Zoom at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of 
at least seven voting members was present. President Scott greeted members and guests, asked 
if there were any additions to the agenda or modifications to the minutes. The members accepted 
the minutes from the December 2025 meeting and approved the agenda.  

Treasurer report, the current bank balance was $4,313.68. There was a deduction of $75.00 for 
the renewal of the Chicago Parks Foundation membership. 

Saira Chambers, Osaka (Japanese) Garden Director, presented an update, conceptual 
pictures, and a vision of the upcoming plans for the garden. She announced job openings and 
asked for volunteers to help with events planned for this year. 

Victoria Vanhus, Olmsted Network, discussed various partnerships and the resources available 
that depict the original designs, plans and pictures of Jackson Park. 

Anne Rashford, Griffin Museum of Science & Industry, presented various ongoing and 
scheduled events – Black Creativity Art, Power of the Future, Spiderman, reopening of Numbers 
in Nature, and Encounters in the Milky Way. 

Peter Vega, Obama Foundation Public Relations Manager, provided an update on the status 
of the Obama Presidential Center. Currently interviews are ongoing for 150 jobs in preparation 
for the June 2026 opening: Soft openings are scheduled for April and May, Artifacts and exhibits 
are being installed in the museum, and ongoing collaborations with the Chicago Park District 
pertaining to signage. The actual opening date will be announced during March 2026. 

Cynthia Jemison, Hillman Recreation Foundation Executive Director, is partnering with the 
Lawn Bowling Club and the 2nd District Police District to conduct a Juneteenth event on June 19, 
2026, within Jackson Park adjacent to the Fredrick Douglas plaque. The event will encompass 
the following six zones – Legacy, Hillman Market Place, Freedom Stage, Recreation Green, and 
the Table Talk Pavillion. 

President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was moved, seconded, 
and unanimously approved at 8:00 pm. 

Attendees of the meeting included 46 individuals of which 25 members were eligible to vote and 
5 were new members not yet eligible to vote. 16 non-voting attendees included representatives 
of the Chicago Park District. The Griffin Museum of Science and Industry, Osaka Garden, 
Olmsted Network, Obama Foundation, and Hillman Recreation Foundation.  
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 

 


