
JPAC May 4, 2026, Monthly Meeting Minutes  
Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. A quorum of at least seven 
voting members was present. President Scott greeted members and guests, asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda or modifications. The members approved the agenda. March meeting minutes 
were approved with the following addition: Dr. Humphrey also presented an overview of plans for 
altering the North Portico. Also, April meeting minutes were approved. 

Treasurer report, the treasurer was absent, so no report was submitted.  

Roger Deschner, Chairperson of the Historical Bridge Committee, provided comments pertaining 
to the Darrow Bridge project. The decision has been made to rehabilitate rather than preserving the 
bridge to its original structure. Currently testing of the original stones is in progress and the project is 
scheduled to start during the fourth quarter of 2028. 

Mary Ann Cronin agreed to attend the next Chicago Park District meeting to inquire about CPD’s 
plans for utilizing the Walk and Report document with respect to implementing plans for making 
improvements within Jackson Park that were denoted in the report.  

Graham Grady, Attorney, presented comments that he made at a recent CPD meeting proposing 
why Jackson Park should be renamed after the late Rev. Jesse L. Jackson, Sr. Mr. Grady requested 
that the JPAC organization provide a letter of support. Michael Scott asked the members to vote on 
whether they supported his request. It was moved and second and the voting members responded 
with a unanimous vote of 20 to 0 with no abstentions! It was also suggested to obtain support from 
additional community organizations. 

Anne Rashford, Griffin Museum of Science and Industry, Vice President of Government Affairs 
& Chief Business Development Officer, and Emily Ramsey, Consultant, developing plans for the 
museum’s North Portico, presented an overview of ideas and plans that are being considered for the 
renovation of the North Portico. There are plans to have multiple community meetings presenting their 
plans during June and July. The proposed design will allow access to the museum from the ground 
floor, allowing greater accessibility. The project has not been approved at this time; however, funds 
have been secured from an anonymous donor. Various members presented the following suggestions: 
additional bike racks, a larger bus shelter, and a need to increase transportation options. Michael Scott 
suggested that a visual presentation should be made during the June meeting. 

Tonya Trice, South Shore Chamber Executive Director, provided an update regarding Truth on the 
Beach and the complaint raised by the East Hyde Park Coalition (EHPC). Though an offer was made 
to allow Mrs. Trice to establish a meeting between the two parties, a reply was never received from 
the EHPC. However, a meeting was conducted with Peytyn Willborn, owner of Truth on the Beach, 
Desmond Yancy, 5th Ward Alderman, and Tonya Trice. It was agreed that sound checks will be taken 
on May 13th at 6:00 p.m. and May 16th at 3:00 p.m. to assess decibel readings. 

During public comment, Malik Hill spoke on behalf of the 63rd Street Drummers. Graham Grady 
offered to assist the drummers in next communications with the Park District. 
 
President Scott requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion was moved, seconded, and 
unanimously approved at 8:06 pm. 

Attendees of the meeting included 44 individuals of which twenty (of 27) JPAC members were eligible 
to vote. Seventeen (17) non-voting attendees included Graham Grady, representatives of the Griffin 
Museum of Science and Industry, Obama Foundation, Truth on the Beach, 
and South Shore Chamber.   
 
Respectfully Submitted; 
Russell Pike, JPAC Secretary 


