Jackson Park Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
July 13, 2026

7-8 pm

Jackson Park Fieldhouse

Minutes recorded by Brigid Maniates, finalized by Eric Rogers and Michael Scott.

Michael Scott, JPAC President, called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. A quorum of at least
seven voting members was present. President Scott greeted members and guests, asked if
there were any additions to the agenda or modifications. The members approved the agenda.

Treasurer report: current bank balance is $4313.68. Mid-year financial report will be submitted
to the Chicago Parks Foundation soon. The treasurer proposed paying $129.60 for mass email
platform subscription MailerLite for one full year because JPAC had reached the limit of the free
subscription used previously. No competing product is less expensive. Proposal was approved
unanimously (14 voting members and 6 visitors were present, but no ‘no’ votes were recorded.)

Committee Reports: Jim Blissitt, Ill. Lakeside Lawn Bowling Club Committee Chair- Last Sunday
30 youth from the park met at the green, where they were introduced to the game. They also
painted doors and other projects around the clubhouse. They will be competing August 6th to
8th in Milwaukee. The lawn bowling clubhouse is open and welcomes guests Saturday and
Sundays from 1-3pm. 2027 will be the club's 100th anniversary. President asked them about the
parking situation. Metropolis has supplied the club with a QR code that offers 100% discounted
parking for club attendees.

Michael Scott, JPAC President, stated that he has been working with the park district for 2 years
to get feedback on the walk and report tool as well as status updates about reported items, with
little success. He met with the new Area Manager responsible for the region including Jackson

Park. The meeting was positive. SInce Bobbie Beckam, the park supervisor, is retiring, the area
manager has committed to ensuring the new park supervisor prioritizes the walk and report tool.

Mary Ann Cronin has committed to another 18 months of effort on walk report. In September,
she will be making a follow up presentation on forester Jerome Scott’s presentation and will go
over the RFP for the tree survey, the need to fundraise to implement the findings of the tree
survey, and projects for Earth Day 2027.

Michael Scott, JPAC President, introduced the open discussion of city response to large public
gatherings in Jackson Park. He prefaced that sometimes issues arise relevant to the park that
the PAC is not in full agreement about and welcomes respectful, orderly, and open discussion.

-One attendee brought up that during the community forum with the police that there is no
money for programming or jobs for youths, cops did not have answers to these problems, and it
is a real conundrum.



-Another attendee thinks that young people and adults deserve to be in the park equally and
that it is integral for us to foster teen ownership of the parks so they will steward the parks in the
future.

-A third attendee related that their 10 year old child suggested that maybe President Obama
could help us. Peter Vega from the Obama Foundation responded that the OPC was in active
conversations with local high schools and the Chicago Police District and they don’t have
solutions yet but it is something that is on the radar of their top management, and the programs
team is looking at teen programming.

-A fourth attendee brought up that existing laws within the park were not being enforced,
particularly about loud music, which he feels attracts crowds and escalating bad behavior.

-A fifth attendee encouraged more discussions because kids don’t have places to go and the
police are afraid of the teens because of violence: where could or should teens be dispersed TO
is an unanswered question.

-Another attendee echoed that they were delighted the conversation was happening and that it
is a national problem, not unique to Jackson Park. Social media is the new element.

-A further attendee brought up the comparison to social problems during COVID.

-An additional attendee brought up how heartening the teens shooting hoops and doing double
dutch on Home Court during the 4th of July was.

-An attendee and police beat meeting facilitator said police have insufficient staff and this wasn't
going to be resolved this year, teens have been getting into trouble forever. Notes that police are
also afraid that they will hurt kids, and thus don’t respond as harshly as some in the community
demand. There is a predatory element of adults in the group during teen takeovers that requires
a police response. Encourages community participation to ensure better communication
between the 3rd and 2nd police districts in particular.

-An attendee raised the question: do we even know what teens want? Difference between the
need for crowd control and violence in police response. Is anyone talking to the youth? Kids
need to be involved in the convo.

-A longtime JPAC member noted that the PAC formerly had a committee that coordinated with
local high schools on youth needs in the park. Michael Scott, JPAC President, commented that
PAC is welcome to form any committee to implement programs that it would like, but he would
not be leading it.

-Comment from a lakefront commuter that the outsized police response makes him
uncomfortable in using the park and discourages others from using the park because it makes it
seem unsafe. The response is expensive and should instead be used towards community
investment of youth programming.

-Comment that the group is good at defining the problem, but we need solutions. Attendee
challenged everyone to make a solution for their corner of the park.

-Response about teen takeover at the beach: those cops were pulled from other beats and
other assignments to address it. Encouraged attendance at beat meetings to have direct access
to police supervisors to shape response. Jackson Park is located in the 3rd District, beat 331,
though the very north end of 57th Beach and the Point are in 2nd District.

-Comment about value of beat meetings, and brought up how effective violence interrupters are
at de-escalating teen takeovers, and that we should look at park programming at Hamilton and



Tuley that is succeeding, as well as look to expand what park facilities are open on Sundays in
summer.

-Police are recovering guns during the bag searches. Kids seem to want to hang out, but large
crowds mean guns.

-Comment about 3rd district has a new commander. JPAC will be more active in disseminating
information about relevant beat meetings going forward.

Motion to adjourn at 7:57pm, approved unanimously.



